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PREFACE. 


TPHE  Plan  of  this  Work  is  to  fltetch  the  Lives  of 
,  tlie  principal  ?idors  in  the  French  Revolution, 
and  to  trace  the  influence  of  individuals  in  pro- 
ducing events  which  have  filled  the  world  with 
aftonimment,  and  for  which  hiftorical  parallels  are 
fought  in  vain.  It  is  alfo  no  lefs  the  objed:  of  thefe 
Memoirs  to  (hew  the  nature,  fpirit,  and  tendency  of 
thofe  principles  which  c(Hitributed  to  the  fuccefs  of 
(aaguine  innovators,  who,  under  a  pretence  of  amelio- 
rating the  condition  of  mankind,  meditated  the  fub- 
verfiori  of  focial  order. 

I  was  firil  induded  to  undertake  this  Work  from 
obferving  the  general  fyftem  of  mifreprefentation 
which  has  prevailed  in  defcribing  the  characters  of 
thofe  who  have  adted  confpicuous  parts  in  the 
French  Revolution.  Writers  friendly  to  the  caufe 
have  laboured  to  juftify  the  promoters  of  it,  not 
by  demonftrating  the  purity  or  propriety  of  their 
views,  but  by  an  unlimited  cenfure  of  their  opponents. 
Succeeding  faftions  have  adopted  the  fame  line  of 
condu£):  towards  their  predeceifors.  Language  and 
invention  have  been  exhaufted  in  terms  of  abufe 
and  modes  of  crimination. 

On  the  other  hand,  fome  have  affumed  the  ufk 
of  being  their  own  Biographers;  and,  with  a  fhanielefs 
(fifregard  of  truth  and  decency,  ^  have  laviflied  on 
themfelves  and  on  their  co-operators  all  the  eulogies 
which  could  be  claimed  by  wifdom,  virtue,  difinter- 
eftednefs,  and  pure  patriotifm. 
*  *  6  •  From 
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city,  cruelty,  and  general  profligacy  of  that  fyftem 
which  expofes  a  nation,  eminent  in  the  focial  arts, 
in  politenefs,  and  ill  every  branch  of  ufeful  and  ele- 
gant knowledge,  to  general  deteftation,  and  renders 
thofe,  whom  fituation  and  fcience  have  qualified  to 
enlighten  and  prote^,  the  fcourge  and  ftigma  of  the 
human  race. 
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LOUIS  XVI.— THE  QUEEN— THE  PRINCESS 
ELIZABETH— AND  THE  DAUPHIN. 


'THE  expetiencie  and  redords  of  all  age»  have  dc- 
.  monftrated,  that  fuccefs  and  prrofperity  are  not 
invariably  attached  to  merit  and  virtue  j  but  it  fel- 
dom  occurs  that  the  praftice  and  purfuit'pf  the 
moft  laudable  principtes  aare  the  caufe  pf  the  moft 
dreadful  and  unmerited  calamities. 

The  life  of  Louis  XVI  •  affords  a  remafkable  in* 
fbnce  g(  this  unufiial  fatality^  It  difplays  a  mo-> 
iiarch  devoted  to  his  people,  animated  by  the  pureffi 
patriotifin  and  benevolence^  enforcing  every  focial 
duty  by  his  own  example,  yet  purfued  by  the  moft 
barbarotis  calumnies,  overwhelmed  with  the  moft 
unheatd-of  indignities,  imprifoned,  t'ethroncd^  mur- 
dered, denied  the  honours  of  fepuLire,  his  repu- 
tation ftudiouily  fuUied)  and  his  name  maUgnantly 
ftigmatifed.  ' 

The  fyftem  of  obloquy  fo  invariably  {)urfued 
againft  this  unhappy  and  truly  aimable  fovereign, 
has  been  attended  with  fo  much  effeft,  that  he  is 
generally  confidered  as  confined  in  his  intellects, 
limited  in  his  education,  frivolous  in  his  purfuits, 
infenfible  to  diflionour,  the  flave  of  fenfuality,  with- 
out genius,  courage,  or  veracity.  From  the  pub- 
vox..  I.  B  lications 
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-  lications  of  the  befl:  infonned  and  moft  impartial 
hiflorians^  from  the  reludant  confeffions  of  his  ad^ 
verfaries,  and  from  the  evidence  of  authoiatic  fefts, 
I  fhallenjjga^fiour/tti"  controvert  this  opinion,  and  to 
.  rrepreKnt  Louis  the  friend  and  model  of  virtue,  the 
vidtim  of  intrigue  and .  perfecution.     Several  well- 
'..,.>/  *^  informed  hiftorians  have  borne  teftimony  to  the  vir* 
*       tues  of  this  unfortunate  monarch,   and  have'  dif- 
played  his  motives  in  their  proper  Ught ;  but  I  have 
not  relied  entirely  on  their  -narratives  j  I  have  fur- 
veyed  the  contrary  iidp,  and,  in  order  to  eftablifli 
truth,  have  explored  the  fource  of  calumny,  and 
inyefti^ated,  as  accurately  as  poflible,  the  origin  of 
eyery  flarider. 
p^rfents    '^^^^t'hefatner  of  Louis  XVI/,  who  never  cam&^to 
xVi?"*'    tfie  throne,'  was  a  prince  remarkable  for  his  jirtue, 
',  knowledge,   and  conjugal  fidelity.      His  life  and 

manjiers  were  ?it  once  a  reproof  and  *co'unterpoifc  . 
to  the- Jflfofligacy  of  the  court  of  Louis  XV.     By 
his  fi^ft'^vife,  Maria  Therefa,  Infanta  of  Spain,  whom 
'he  tehdcrjfy  loved,  he  had  but  one  dayghter,  who 
died   tv/o  yea'rs  after  her  mother.     Bjr  his  fecond 
wife^  Marie  Jofephe,  daughter  of  Frederic  Auguftus, 
elector  of  Saxony,  and  king  of  Poland,,  he.  had  two 
'   fpns  before,  the  birth-of  Louis ;  one  of  whoiA,*  the 
jduke  oiV-AquitainCji '.  lived  but  five  njionths,  and  the 
6ther,;W^ofe  title  Was  duke  of  Burgundy, 'died  at'**' 
.   ^  very  e^rlj  age.  ,      .       •'. 

*sdAiig.  \  .'Stiprtly  after  th^  duke  of  Aquitaine's  dekth,  the   ' 
B^^h':    ''i^'^X^'^^^%*^^  phoifi,  and  the  dauphinefs  left  ai-  .• 
"V'l,../  iho(i  ilone  at  Ver failles,  (he  was  unexpeftedly  feized 
.   \  v,y  with  labour-pains,.; and  delivered.     The  p^Iy  wit- ^ 
•:  \\^'\,  neffes  of  the  birth •>Vere  the  chancellor,  die  keeper  ,t 

^\  ;••  a  This^ycount  of  the  early  life  of  Louis. XVI.'  is  principally 
■  *  ^/  tkkjin.  from*  **  Anecdotes  du  Kegne  dc  Louis  X\^;*'  Paris  1,91.  *,  •  • 
-^/j<yi«rffl«Pauphirt,  Pere  de  Louis  XVI. ;"  and  "  Eloge  hifton\  je  cC  \ 
fuiilJBte  dcLoois  XVI.  par  M.  Montjoye.'*  To  this  laft  public?  i«)n  t- 
liatre  bei?n  itMich  indebted,  and  in  the  courfe  of  this  nat^tii^e,  ^here 
^o  other  authority  is  given,  I  have  drawn  my  infortnation  from 
*    .  .  Montjoye,  •  * .  ' 

•.         .  ■  ,  :         •         .  '      of 
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6f  the  feals,  the  comptroller-general,  and  the  marqui|l 
de  Puyfieux.  None  of  the  princes  of  the  blood 
were  prefent,  and  many  of  the  officers  of  ftate,  who 
ought  to  atteft  the  nativity  of  a  royal  infant,  were  not 
there ;  thus  the  birth,  like  the  death  of  Louis,  was 
premature,  and  deprived  of  it$  due  honours  and 
ceremonies. 

The  young  prince  was  baptized  Louis-Auouste,  Education. 
and  received  the  title  of  duke  of  Berri.  He  was 
educated  with  the  utmoft  care ;  his  preceptor  was 
the  bifhop  of  Limoges,  and  his  governor  the  duke 
de  la  Vauguyon.  In  thefe  appointments  his  parents 
fliewed  no  lefs  judgment  than  affeftion,  and  were 
fingularly  affiduous  in  the  inftruftion  of  the  young 
princes,  and  ftrift  in  the  enforcement  of  proper 
difcipline.  Louis  manifefted,  in  his  infency,  an  ex- 
cellent difpofition;  he  was  fond  of  inftruftion, 
tradable,  fubmiffive,  refpeftful,  and  acute ;  but  he 
evinced  that  backwardnefs  in  difplaying  his  acqui- 
fitions,  by  which  he  was  always  afterwards  charac- 
terized. The  death  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
which  might  have  been  expefted  to  operate  unfa- 
vourably, tended  to  the  advancement  of  his  educa- 
tion. His  father  and  mother,  now  confidering  him 
heir^apparent  of  the;Crown,  redoubled  their  care, 
and  divided  between  them  the  taflc  of  inftrufting 
him.  With  thefe  advantages  of  tuition,  befides 
thofe  derived  from  his  mafters,  the  young  prince 
could  not  fail  to  make  confiderable  progrefs ;  he 
took  great  delight  in  ftudy,  and  was  heard  to  fay, 
when  a  child,  that  the  time  which  he  employed  in 
receiving  inftruftion  always  appeared  to  him  fliorter 
than  any  other.  He  was  fo  eager  to  gain  inform* 
ation,  that  he  faid  one  day  to  his  tutors,  *'  How 
"  happy  Ihould  I  be  to  learn  fometbing  my  papa 
"  does  not  know."  Such  was  the  prince  whom. 
nialice  and  prejudice  have  reprefented  as  ignorant 
and  incapable  of  application  ;  yet  the  lift  of  his  ac- 
quirements would  put  to  fhame  moft  of  thofe  who 
32  repeat 
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fcpcat  fuch  reproaches  with  all  the  confidence  of 
exulting  fuperiority.  He  underftood  Lafin  remark- 
ably well,  and  Engliih  was  familiar  to  him.  He 
was  well  verfed  in  hiftory,  mathematics,  the 
Belks'-Lettresj  and  politics ;  and  his  knowledge  of 
geography  was  fo  extenfive,  that  he  is  acknow- 
ledged by  madame  Roland,  who,  though  her  judg* 

' ,  ment  may  be  queftioned,  cannot  be  fufpefted  of  par- 

tiality, to  have  been  the  beft  geographer  in  his  king-^ 
dom  ^  He  had  a  ready  and  tenacious  memory "" ) 
was  extremely  affiduous ;  read  flowly  and  carefully, 
and  conftantly  made  notes  or  extrads  of  flriking 
or  ufeful  paflages. 

Referve.,  The  niodefty,  or  rathet  timidity,  which  marked 
his  youth  was  contrafled,  fo  unfavourably  for  him, 
by  the  franknefs  and  good  humoured  gaiety  of  his 
brothers,  the  count  de  Provence  (now  Louis  XVIII.) 
and  the  'count  d' Artois,  that  he  was  much  lefs  be-^ 
loved  by  the  courtiers  than  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
peft ;  and  from  the  manner  in  which  they  reported 
and  commented  on  his  words  and  anions,  he  was 
compelled  to  adopt  a  referve  Which  even  amounted 
lo  a  helitation  in  his  delivery,  that  feemed  to  an- 
nounce fear  and  fufpicion* 

Amufe-  In  his  amufeuients  Louis  difplayed  that  loye  of 

tiKnts.  ^YiQ  ufcfiil  and  agreeable,  which  in  the  eye  of  can* 
dour  would  appear  among  the  brighteft  prefages  of 
his  youth.  He  was  fond  of  agriculture,  And  had 
a  refpeft  even  for  thofe  who  laboured  nianually  in 
that  ufeful  occupation.  He  underflood,  and  judi* 
cioufly  promoted  the  mechanic  arts.  He,  in  com* 
mon  with  moft  other  perfons  of  high  rank  in 
prance,  had  a  lathe,  and  amufed  himfelf  in  turn* 
ing ;  he  is  faid  to  have  excelled  in  making  locks, 
and  to  have  been  fingularly  inquifitive  about 
every  mechanical  invention.     Thefe,  it  mufl  be  re* 

^>  Appel  a  rTmpartiale  Pofterite,  vol.  ii.  p.  6. 
^  fiertrand^s  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  xi.     Life  of  DumourieZf 
Vol.  ii.  p,  171.    'Ap^l|  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  6.  ' 

-   ,  '        •  coUefted, 
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eolleded,  were  his  relaxations,  and  as  fuch;  were 
not  merely  juftifiable  by  comparifon  with  other  pur*  ; 
fuits  in  themfelves  criminal  or  immoral,  but  were 
in  the  higheft  d^ree  laudable.  They  eimobled,  by 
example,  thofe  employments  which  teach  patience 
and  perfeverance ;  they  took  off  the  contempt  which 
haughty  ignorance  had  applied  to  them  ;  and  they 
infpired  an  honeft  pride  and  patriotic  emulation  in 
thofe  whom  neccflity  compelled  to  follow  thofe 
valuable  arts. 

When  Louis  had  attained  his  eleventh  year,  he  Death  of 
was  deprived,  by  death,  of  the  benefit  of  his  father's  ^^^j|*^"' 
inftniSions.     The  brilliant  profpeft  opened  by  this  ^  '"* 
event  had  no  charms  for  the  young  prince ;  his 
filial  affeftion  rendered  him  infenfible  to  the  views 
of  grandeur,  and  for  fome  tihie  he  felt  a  renewal 
of  his  grief  at  being  diftinguiflied  by  the  title  of 
dauphin> 

The  habits  ofiouis^XV.  correfponded  fo  ill  with 
the  fentiments  infpired  by  education  in  his  fucceffor 
in  expeftancy,  ancj.  the  perfons  who  formed  the 
court  of  the  monarch  were  fo  little  agreeable  to  the 
taft^  of  the  prince,  that  he  was  content  to  veil  his 
difguft  under  the  femblance  of  apathy.  He  was 
willing  to  appear  dull  and  ignorant  to  thofe  with 
whom  vice  was  the  only  proof  of  wit,  profligacy  the 
only  teft  of  knowledge.  This  reftraint,  fo  early 
pradifed,  and  fo  rigidly  adhered  to,  gave  to  its 
poffeffor  an  appearance  of  increafed  embarrafTment 
and  fufpicion,  and  prevented  his  obtaining  credit 
for  that  candour  and  integrity  which  were  his  real 
charafteriftics.  • 

The  perfon  of  Louis  has  been  no  lefs  mifrepre-  pcrfon  rf 
fented  than  his  mind.     A  female  author,  who  began  i-o"*s. 
?t  pretended  hiftory  of  the  revolution,  has  defcribed 
the  king  as  fufficiently  ugly  to  difguft  his  confort, 
and  almoft  excufe  thole  exceffes  which  ftie  fo  copi** 
oufly  and  falfely  attributes  to  the  queen  ^     The 

'  Mrs.  Wollftopecraft's  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  p- 133. 

s  3  corre^toeft 


MEMOIRS   OF 

Corrc^efs  of  her  report  might  be  fairly  queftioneil 
.from  the  tenor  of  her  whole  performance,  which  is 
a  mere  rhapfody  of  libellous  declamations,  in  which 
the  lads  are  admitted  without  examination,  and  put 
together  without  confiftency;  but  a  better  refuta- 
tion arifes  from  the  reports  of  thofe  who  well  knew 
the  late  king,  and  from  the  portraits  of  him  pub- 
liihed  under  the  bell  authorities  *.  The  following 
defcription  of  him  by  M.  Montjoye,  I  have  every 
reafon  to  think,  is  in  general  correct  ^ :  **  Louis 
^^  was  endowed  with  a  good  conftitution,  and  with 
•*  an  extraordinary  fhare  of  corporeal  ftrength.  His 
**  height  was  five  feet  five  inches  K  He  carried  his 
^^  head  with  dignity.  His  forehead  was  large,  and  his 
^^  features  ftrongly  marked ;  he  had  rather  a  down- 
^^  caft,  though  a  fteady  look.  His  eyes  were  blue  and 
^'  large ;  he  had  full  cheeks,  a  well-proportioned 
**  mouth,  and  regular  teeth ;  his  lips  were  fomewhat 
**  thick,  like  thofe  of  mofl  ofrthe  Bourbons,  and  his 
"  fkin  remarkably  white.  In  the  latter  yearsof  his  life 
**  he  grew  rather  corpulent ;  but  this  embonpoint  be* 
**  came  him,  and  gave  to  his  gait  a  degree  of  firm- 
**  nefs  equally  remote  from  aukwardnefs'  and  ne- 
**  gligence.  Though  naturally  lively,  he  feldom 
^^  laughed  aloud,  and  thofe  who  were  not  admitted 
**  on  .a  footing  of  familiarity,  thought  him  ferious 
**  and  referved.  Even  at  the  time  when  he  ad- 
**  dieted  himfelf  to  violent  exercife,  which  his  con- 
*•  flitution  rendered  neceffary,  he  waS  always  fober. 
^^  Till  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  he  drank  nothing 
**  but  water ;  he  afterwards  mixed  it,  but  never 
*'  drank  wine  alone,  except  now  and  then,  after 
**  meals,  when  he  fopped  a  bit  of  bread  in  foreign 
**^  wine/*    I  have  been  more  particular  in  flating 

«  See,  particularly^  one  in  BertrandV  Memoirs  publilhcd  from  an 
original  ponrait. 

'  Eloge,  p.  314.- 

s  French  meafure— equal  to  upwards  of  iive  feet  ten  inches  £n« 
gliihi 
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thefe  fafts,  becaufe  amongft  the  vices  with  which 
ilander  fullied  the  name  and  memory  of  this  un- 
fortunate prince,  gluttony  and  the  love  of  drink- 
ing (land  confpicuous.  Even  Dumouriez,  the  pre- 
tended royalift,  afferts  that  the  corrupters  of  his 
youth,  in  order  to  degrade  his  charafter,  "  infpired 
**  him  with  fa^itious  vicesy  fuch  as  anger  and  the 
*'  love  of  wine  ^."  On  the  former  point  Dumou- 
riez, with  his  ufual  difregard  of  truth  and  confifl- 
cncy,  confutes  himfelf  in  the  very  fame  volume, 
where  he  ufes  the  following  expreffions:  *'  The 
*'  world  is  much  deceived  in  refpeft  to  the  charac-^ 
*'  ter  of  this  prince,  who  has  been  defcribed  as  a 
**  violent  and  choleric  njan,  who  fwore  frequently, 
**  ariS  was  accuftomed  to  treat  his  minifters  with 
**  much  roughnefs.  Dumouriez,  on  the  contrary, 
**  ought  to  do  him  juftice  by  obferving,  that  during 
**  the  three  months  he  was  accuftomed  to  fee  him, 
**  and  that  too  in  very  difficult  fituations,  he  always 
**  found  him  polite,  mild,  aflfable,  and  very  pa- 
*^  tient  */'  With  refpeft  to  the  love  of  wine,  which 
Dumouriez  is  i^ot  afhamed  to  impute  to  him,  with- 
out vouching  a  fmgle  inftance  in  fupport  of  it,  and 
which  has  been  alleged  againft  the  king  by  fo 
many  ihamelefs  libellers,  till  a  general  belief  of  it 
has  prevailed ;  it  is  fo  totally  deftitute  of  found- 
ation, fo  abfojutely  void  of  fanftion  from  thofe  au- 
thors who  either  knew  the  king  or  had  any  regard  ^ 
for  veracity,  that  little  hefitation  is  neceflary  in 
placing  this  among  thofe  efforts  of  calumny>  by 
which  the  parafites  of  the  Palais  Royal  endeavoured 
to  affimilate  the  charader  of  the  virtuous  monarch 
yfith  that  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  ""• 

At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Louis  efpoufed  Marie  An-  J77o. 
toinette  Jofephe  Jeanne  of  Auftria,  a  fitter  of  the  em-  ^age" 
peror  Jofeph  II.,  of  the  queen  of  Naples,  and  the 

fc  Life  of  Damouriezi  voL  ii.  p.  S.  *  Ibid,  p.  170, 

¥  See  CoDJuration  de  d'Ofleans^  vol.  ii.  p.  %%%, 
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ducheis  of  Panna ;  daughter  of  the  emperor  Francis 
I.  bj  the  celebrated  Maria  ThereJa,  queen  of  Hun* 
gary  and  Bohemia.  This  marriage  was  confidered 
as  the  mod:  prudent  and  aufpicious  for  France  which 
c<!»uld  pofliblv  have  been  contraded*  It  feemed  the 
harbinger  or  peace  and  felicity.  *^  It  was  fcarcely 
**  poffible,*'  fays  an  elegant  author,  ^'  that  France 
'*  ever  again  ihould  be  engaged  in  a  continental 
♦*  war.  Befides  the  dowry  of  her  beauty  and 
**  Tirtues,  fhe  brought  to  the  kingdom  the  feir  por- 
"  tion  of  perpetual  peace  with  that  formidable  and 
**  hoftile  power,  betwixt  which  and  France  an  ani- 
**  mofity,  kindled  centuries  before,  and  frequently 
^'  maintained  with  bittemefs  and  rancour,  had  drain*' 
*'  ed  the  beft  blood  of  both  countries,  and  deformed 
*'  the  face  of  all  Europe.  This  violence  was  now 
*'  to  expire  for  ever  iTpon  the  lips  of  beauty,  and 
"  this  fortunate  woman  was  to  compofe  the  tumult 
**  of  the  nations  with  her  fmile  ^*' 
Perfon  of  The  beauty  of  the  dauphineis  was  indeed  fuch  as 
*hinef""  ^°  juftify  thefe  prepoffeffions.  Envy  and  mendacity 
^  *°*  **  have  not  dared  to  deny  her  charms,  though  they 
have  made  them  the  foundation  of  the  groffeft  ca- 
lumnies. I  forbear  to  quote  thofe  fublime  efforts 
which  defcribe  her  perfon  with  all  the  glow  of  fen- 
fihility,'  and  avail  myfelf  of  the  fimple  tribute  of 
friendfhip  to  give  a  faint  (ketch  of  the  perfon 
and  manners  of  this  unfortunate  princefs.  "  Na-* 
^*  tur^  had  formed  Marie  Antoinette  to  fit  on  a 
**  throne.  A  majeftic  height,  a  dignified  beauty, 
**  a  manner  of  holding  her  head,  which  is  difficult 
^'  to  defcribe,  combined  to  ini^ire  refpeft.  On  thofe 
*^  days  which  were  fet  apart  to  receive  the  homage 
^'  of  the  court,  flie  appeared  queen  of  the  univerfe, 
*<  Her  features,  without  being  regular,  were  full  of 
^*  charms ;  they  were  embellifhed  by  her  com* 
*'  plejcion,  which  fpread  over  her  face  a  dazzling 

*  Wilde's  Addrcfs  to  the  Friends  of  the  People,  p.  9. 

"  brilliancy. 
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^^  brilKancy*  The  moft  engaging  manners  accom« 
*«  panied  thefe  charms.  Nobody  knew  the  art  of 
"  obliging  like  this  princefs.  The  moft  unimport^ 
"  ant  favour  conferred  by  her,  became  doubly  va^ 
*'  luable,  and  pen^etrated  the  mind  with  the  moft 
"  lively  gratitude,  from  the  winning  graces  with 
*'  which  it  was  accompanied ""/' 

This  nuptial  celebration,  fo  aufpicious  in  its  po^  Accident 
litical  refult3,  was  .attended  with  an  accident  which  '**  ^*"*' 
embittered  enjoyment,  and  gave  rife,  in  the  minds  of 
the  fuperftitious,.  to  doleful  prefages,  which  time  toq 
fats^lly  verified.  A  fuperb  firework  was  prepared  in 
the  Place  de  Louis  XV.  and  the  concourfe  of  Tpe^* 
toi-s  was  fo  prodigious,  that,  in  one  of  the  adjacent 
ftreets,  a  great  number  of  perfons  were  fqueezcd 
and  trampled  to  death.  The  city  was  filled  with 
conftemation,  and  mourning  fucceeded  to  the  ge« 
neral  joy. 

On  this  occafion,  the  fympathy  and  benevolence  Beno»»- 
of  the  iimocent  caufe  of  thefe  misfortuhes,  were  ad-  louIs?^ 
vantageoufly  difplayed.  He  fent  to  the  lieutenant  de 
police  fix  thoufand  livres  (262  /.  10  j.),  the  fum  al- 
lotted for  his  private  expences,  accompanied  with 
the  following  note :  '^  I  have  heard  of  the  misfortune 
"  which  has  arifen  from  my  marriage,  and  am  pe- 
^'  netrated  with  grief.  I  have  juft  received  from 
*'  the  king  my  monthly  allowance  of  pocket  mo^* 
*^  ney ;  no  more  is  at  my  difpofal :  I  tranfmit  it 
**  to  you — diftribute  it  among  the  moft  unfortu- 
*^  nate/*  This  interefting  a^on  made  charity  fa- 
ihionabk;  ^  liberal  fubfcripdon  was  fpeediljF 
raifed  \ 

n  Memoir«8  de  la  Ducheflf^  de  Polignac,  pir  h  Comtcile  Diane  de 
Polignac,  J).  7- 

»  A  trifling  cjrcumftancc  (hews  the  difpofition  of  the  French  at  the 
time*  Aluch  blame  was  imputed  to  the  police  of  Farts  ;  the ^rfe^r  ^^ 
.mrcbatuis  was  named  Jerome  Armand  Bignon,  and  his  negje^l  was  llig- 
miAtired  by  the  following  anagiam  :  Ui  non  rem  damr.a  geru 

The 
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Popular.        The  beauty  and  benevolence  of  the  young  couple 
"y*  rendered  them  fo  extremely  popular,  that  the  enthu- 

fiafm  of  loyalty  amounted  almoft  to  idolatry.  On 
their  firft  appearance  in  Paris,  the  garden  of  the 
Tuilleries  was  filled  with  an  immenfe  crowd,  who 
beheld  them  with  infatiate  eyes,  who  exhaufted 
themfelves  in  benediftions,  and  when  wearinefs 
compelled  the  royal  vifitants  to  retire,  deplored  their 
abfence  as  a  privation  of  felicity.  Their  behaviour 
on  this  and  every  other  occafion  of  appearing  in 
public,  increafed  the  popular  predilection.  Nor 
were  ^  the  more  folid  virtues  wanting  to  complete 
their  title  to  admiration :  Their  charitable  and  be* 
nevolent  difpofition  difplayed  itfelf  in  numerous  ads, 
which  obtained  general  applaufe. 
Hi«  con-  Yet,  though  open  to  every  impreffion  of  tcnder- 
wi^r*  ^^^^'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  deficient  in  firmnefs,  or  in- 
mad.  Du  Capable  of  flrenuous  exertion  in  the  caufe  of  virtue 
*">•  and  good  morals.  Hi$  condud  towards  the  countefs 
du  Barry,  the  miftrefs  of  I^ouis  XV.,  then  all-power- 
ful at  court,  is  a  itriking  proof  of  this  affertion. 
From  her  recommendation  flowed  all  honours,  dig- 
nities, and  preferments ;  for  her  the  eftablifhed  rules 
of  etiquette  and  ancient  laws  of  honour  were  dif- 
penfed  with ;  and  to  her  the  whole  court  bowed  the 
knee  with  fuch  unconditional  prpftration,  that  fub- 
mif&on  feemed  natural,  and  dominion  appeared  her's 
by  inalienable  right.  The  young  dauphin  alone 
was  exempt  from  this  meannefs.  Strong  in  virtuous 
principles,  and  fcoming  to  degrade  his  charafter  by 
'  compliances  which  he  juftly  efteemed  difhonourabie, 
he  refifted  every  advance  of  the  countefs  to  obtain 
his  notice,  and  was  inflexible  in  his  refolution  not  to 
countenance  her,  or  to  permit  any  of  her  relations 
or  creatures  to  be  about  his  perfqn,  or  that  of  his 
confort.  Her  nephew  had  folicited  the  fituation  of 
principal  equerry  to  the  young  prince,  who,  in- 
C^nfed  at  his  prefumption,  informed  the  favourite, 

ia 
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m  ftrong  terms  of  contempt  and  indignation,  that 
if  her  relation  obtained  the  place,  he  muft  not  at- 
tempt to  approach  his  perfon,  on  pain  of  corporeal 
chaftifement.  At  Compeigne,  du  Barry  prefented 
one  of  her  female  relations  at  court.  After  having 
feen  the  king,  they  went  to  the  apartments  of  the 
dauphin,  who^  at  the  moment  they  were  announced, 
was  talking  to  a  gentleman  near  a  window.  Re- 
folved  publicly  to  difplay  his  difguft  againft  vice,  he 
hardly  noticed  the  ladies  on  their  entrance,  did  not 
falute  them  as  was  cuftomary  on  fimilar  occafions, 
but  continued  his  difcourfe  till  their  departure, 
playing  with  his  fingers  on  the  panes  of  glafs,  like 
the  keys  of  a  harpfichord. 

The  young  prince  gave  another  inftance;  equally  With  re- 
ftriking,  of  his  inflexible  adherence  to  the  rules  of  ^'P^^J?*'** 

.o'         ^,      1  •        L      •  1       r  dauphin- 

propnety.  The  king  having  arranged  a  fupper,  at  eis. 
which  the  dauphinefs  and  his  miftrefs  were  to  be 
prefent,  the  dauphin  declared  in  perfon  to  the  king, 
that,  "  though  he  was  ready  to  fliew  every  mark  of 
"  refpeft  and  fubmiflion  to  his  fovereign,  yet  hi§  in* 
*^  reft  as  well  as  his  duty  commanded  him  to  preferve 
"  his  wife  from  the  approach  of  diftionour."  With 
thefe  inftances  of  juvenile  virtue  and  courageous 
refolution,  is  it  polTible  to  credit  thofe  accounts 
which  depift  Louis  XVL  as  a  paffive  witnefs  of  his 
wife's  irregularities,  oppofing  them  only  with  tem* 
porary  violence,  or  conmving  at  them  with  uxorious 
ftupidity  ? 

This  difference  of  fentimcnt  between  the  monarch  His  eau- 
and  the  heir-apparent  being  generally  known,  im-  ***^"' 
pofed  on  the  prince  the  neceffity  of  more  than  ufual 
circumfpedion.  He  was  obliged,  in  order  not  to 
appear  the  head  of  a  party,  to  afFeft  an  indif* 
ference  to  public  affairs,  to  conceal  his  acquirements 
in  literature  and  the  arts,  and  to  veil  his  in. 
telHgence  and  love  of  fcience  under  an  appear* 
anceof  levity. 

But 
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Hatred  of       But  notwkhftanding  this  difadvantage,  his  bene* 

flattery,      voleiit  and  amiable  qualities  obtained  general  efteein. 

The  referve  and  even  roughnefs  of  his  manner  were 

imputed  by  many  to  a  virtuous  fource,  and  met  with 

proportionate  reipecl.  Some  courtiers,  endeavouring 

.    to  recommend  themfelves  by  the  ufual  means  of 

adulation,  mentioning  the  diiferent  titles  borne  by 

his  anceftors,  as  le  grand^  k  bien  ainie^  alked  what 

epithet  he  would  wifh  to  be  added  to  his  name  j 

indignant  at  their  flatteries,    and   fenfible  of    the 

indelicacy  of  fuch  a  queftion,  he  anfwered,  le  /c^ 

vere* 

loth  May,      The  death  of  Louis  XV.  placed  his  grandfon  on 

His^acccf-  ^^  throne  before  he  had  completed  his  twentieth 

iio«.         y^ar  **.     The  public,  difgufted  with  the  weaknefs, 

profligacy,  and  extravagance  which  had  charader« 

ifed  the  concluding  years  of  the  late  reign,  knew 

no  bounds  to  their  joy ;  they  hailed  his  acceffion 

as   the   golden    moment    of    reviving    happinefs, 

and   the   word  Rcfurrcxit   was  placed   on   the  pe» 

deftal  of   the  fl:atue  of    their  idolifed    monarch 

Henry  IV, 

Change  of      The  firft  meafures  of  his  reign  were  calculated  to 

luiiiiaiy.    jufl:ify  and  increafe  this  prediledion.     He  recalled 

the  parliaments  whom    his   grandfather   had   ba- 

niflied  p.     He  removed  from  the  minifl:ry  the  duke 

d'Aiguillon,  and  the  whole  faftion  of  the  countefs 

du  Barry,  and  repol'ed  his  confidence  on  the  coui^t 

de  Maurepas,  a  man  whofe  age  pointed  him  out  as  a 

fit  mentor  foi:  fo  young  a  ?nona,rch«    But  this  mea,- 

•  During  the  laft  illiirfs  of  the  oM  k*ng»  his  fucceffbr  exhibite4 
«  remaikable  inilance  of  piety  and  charily.  The  following  note, 
yrhich  he  wrote  to  the  ahbe  Terra j,  ejcplains  and  illuftrates  the  tranf- 
aflion  without  a  comment.  •'  Mr.  Con^P^rol^cr-general,  I  beg  .you 
4'  wtll  imme(liat«;ly  diftribute  twu  hundi-ed  thouiand  livres  (8750!.) 
<•  amofigll  the  poor  of  Faris,  to  pray  to  God  for  the  king.  If  y6u 
<*  think  this  too  large  a  fum,  dediifl  it  from  the  allowance  of  tlie 
1<  dauphindTs  and  niyfelfV*     Anecdotes,  ^c,  vol.  i,  p.  }7» 

f  Jmpaitial  Hiftory,  p.  xo^  &c. 

fwre, 
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fiire,  though  founded  in  the  moft  laudable  mo- 
tives, "Was  not  well  judged;  it  is  difapproved  by 
writers  of  the  beft  information  "^y  and  the  fubfequent 
misfortunes  of  the  monartih  are  afctibed  to  this  lin^ 
fortunate  choice ';  Maurepas  was  above  feventy  | 
having*  been  minifter  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  he  had 
been  difmiffed  and  baniflied  in  the  prime  and  vigour 
of  life,  and  was  now,  in  his  old  age,  to  direft  a  young 
ftionatch,  and  govern"  a  kirigdomi  He  was  entirely 
unfit  for  his  fituation,  but  at  the  fame  time  mild,  af* 
fable,  and  complying.  He  employed  under  hint 
men  by  no  means  qualified  for  their  office,  remark- 
able rather  for  probity  than  talents ;  and'  fome  of 
ihem,  particularly  M.  Turgot,  extremely  dangerous 
from  a  difpofition  to  favour  new  fyftems  % 

In  the  firft  council  which  he  aflembled  after  hia  The  king's 
acceffion,  Louis  XVL  ufed  thefe  words :  «  My  "'^"^'"y- 
"  greatell  defire  is  to  render  my  people  happy '/' 
I'his  expreffion  denoted  his  genuine  fentiments,  and 
feems  to  have  formed  the  grand  principle  of  his  con* 
duft.  He  was  early  informed  of  the  wretched  ftate 
in  which  the  finances  had  been  left  by  his  predeceflbrj 
and  made  it  his  great  bufinefs  to  reftore  them  to 
order  by  eftablifliing  a  fyftem  of  economy.  He 
began,  like  a  virtuous  prince,  by  ads  of  felf  denial 
^and  privation.  He  refiifed  on  his  acceffion  the 
tribute  called  Joyeux  avenement ";  and  (hewed  how 
much  he  preferred  the  profperity  of  the  people  to 
the  fplendor  of  the  throne,  by  fuppreffing  the  mouf* 
quetaires,  a  guard  felefted  from  the  beft  families  in 
the  country.  In  this  meafure  the  king  liftened  to 
the  diftates  of  benevolence,  rather  than  thofe  of 
prudence.      In  fuppreffing  this  honourable  guards 


s  BoulUe's  Memoirs,  p.  15* 

'  Life.of  DumoUiiet,  vol.  ii.  p.  6. 

*  Bouille*s  Memoirs,  p.  15.  SeeaiioLifcof  DtimoUrlea^vol.  ii.  p.  &• 

'  Anecdotes,  &c.  ¥ol.  i.  p.  Z9. 

«W.p.3u  *  •  •* 
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be  weakened  the  throne,  and  took  from  the  nobility 
one  motive  of  perfonal  attachment  '^.     He  revoked 
penfions  which  were  not  given  in  reward  of  fotne 
a&ual  fervice,  and  laboured  to  reduce  the  profit  of 
contra^s.      In  the  eftablifhed  troops,  befides  the 
moufquetaires,  he  fuppreiTed  the  Gendarmes  de  la 
gardey  the  light  horfe,  and  the  horfe  grenadiers.  He 
afterwards  aboliflied  torture,  the  droit  d'Aubaine^  and 
the  coruies^  and  gave  freedom  to  the  fale  of  provifions. 
He  carried  his  economy  to  a  very  fevere  extent  in  his 
houfehold;  he  fupprefled  one  hundred  and  fix  do- 
meftic  officers.  He  reduced  to  one  half  the  number  of 
perfons  employed  in  his  chamber,  difcontinued  the 
tables  of  all  the  grepit  officers  of  the  crown,  abolifhed 
the  pofts  of  equerries,  kept  only  one  fbible,  and  a 
fmall  number  of  pages,  and  fuppreiTed  the  grand 
fiilconry,  the  louveterie  and  vautrait  (wolf-hunt  and 
boar-hunt).     The  queen  entering  into  the  views  of 
her  hufband,  exercifed  a  ftrift  economy  in  her  own 
eftablifhment,  fupprefTmg  places  to  the  amount  of 
nine  hundred  thoufand  livres  (39,375/-)  a-year*. 
Hit  muni.      The  progrefs  of  economy,  however,  did  not  ex- 
<iccnce,      ^^^^j  ^o  the  exclufion  of  great  national  objefts. ,    The 
aim  of  the  monarch  was  to  eflablifh  order  in  the 
finances,  and  to  eafe  the  burdens  of  the  people ;  but 
he  extended  his  patronage  to  all  thofe  works  which 
tended  to  aggrandize  and  give  fplendor  to  the  na« 
tion,  and  to  many  individuals  of  merit.     He  encou^ 
raged  every  undertaking  which  conduced  to  the  em- 
bellifbment  of  the  capital,  and  to  the  happinefs  of  its  in- 
'  habitants.  He  built  anew  and  beautiful  bridge  over 
the  Seine,  and  had  his  reign  been  prolonged,  inftead 
of  that  unwholefome  hofpital,  where  the  dying  and  the 
dead  are  heaped  together,  four  afylums  would  have 
been  .built,  where  every  proper  affiftance  would  have 
been  afforded  to  indigent  infirmity.     Of  his  patron- 

w  Hiftoricf.  *  Anecdotes^  &c.  toL  i.  p«  I3J. 
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iige  of  men  of  letters  many  inftancesare  ^ven,  &• 
vourable  no  lefs  to  his  difcernment  than  munifi- 
cence ^.  His  generofity  to  Leonard  Euler,  difplays 
at  once  his  love  of  merit  and  zeal  for  his  country* 
The  formation  of  a  powerful  navy  was  ever  a  prin- 
cipal objed  of  the  king's  folidtude;  Euler*  had 
written  a  book  on  the  conftru£tion  and  manoeuvring 
of  fliips,  a  copy  of  which  was  prefented  to  Louis* 
He  read  it  .with  avidity,  and  declared  that  the  au- 
thor deferved  the- gratitude  of  every  governor  of  a 
nation.  He  immediately  ordered  him  a  gratuity, 
which  he  accompanied  with  the  mofl  gracious  com- 
pliments. 

Contemplating  the  fpirit  of  economy  and  pru-  calumnies 
dential  munificence  which  direfted  the  whole  con-  rtfntnU 
duft  of  Louis ;  confidering  his  voluntary  facrifices 
of  fplendor  to  the  good  of  his  people,  and  the  ef- 
feds  of  his  retrenchments,  in  what  light  are  we  to 
confider  the  aiTertion  of  a  pretended  hiflorian,  that 
"  the  court  of  Louis  XIV.  and  even  thofe  of  the 
"  regent  and  Louis  XV.  were  parfimonious  com- 
",  par^d  to  that  of  Louis  XVL  ^  ?*'  Confidering  the 
-  ,  .     facility 

y  Among  innumerable  iViftances  of  the  king's  benevolence  to  men 
of  letters  in  every  clafs,  may  be  fele^Ved  the  penfion  he  beftowed  on 
Chamfort,  his  fpontaneous  kindnefs  to  de  Belloi»  author  of  the  Slegi  de 
Calaisy  a  tragedy,  and  his  encouragement  of  the  drama  called  Ejofe  i  la 
Cow,  Louis  XV.  had  prohibited  the  reprefentation  of  this  piece,  be- 
caufe  the  moralift  reflected  on  a  monarch  addiAed  to  the  difgraceful 
vice  of  drinking.  Louis  XVt.  commanded  the  performance,  approved 
it«  moral  tendency,  and  ordered  its  frequent  repetition  5  a  plain  proof 
of  thefalfehood  of  thofe  who  accufe  him  of  being  infe^ed  withra  pro« 
pcnfity  fo  degrading.     See  Anecdotes,  ^c.  vol.  i.  p.  24.  115. 

*  Pages,  vol.  t.  p.  69.  It  is  curious  to  trace  this  abfurd  aflertion  to 
its  fource.  Rabaud,  with  that  inattention  to  truth  which  diftinguifiies 
his  hittory,  fays :  <*  The  pomp  of  the  court  of  Louis  XIV.  was  par- 
"  fmiony,  when  compared  ro  the  prodigality  of  Louis  XV.  and  his 
"  fucceffor,*'  (Hiftory  of  the  Revolution,  p.  31.)  Thus  he  conceals  a 
rancorous  fallchoud  by  advancing  a  fpecioOs  pofition,  of  which  only 
one  half  is  true.  The  expences  of  Louis  XV.  did  perhaps  exceed 
thofe  of  Louis  XIV.  though  even  that  is  doubtful;  confidering  the 
altered  value  of  money.  But  the  ex()ences  of  Louis  XVI.  were  fo  far 
from  exceeding  what  wa$  requilite  to  fupport  the  decent  exterior  of 
royalty,  that  even  malice  itfclf,  furniflied  with  all  the  means  of  proof, 
(ould  never  fublbntiaU  the  charge.    The  author  of  the  Impartial 
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facility  with  which  he  refigned  all  thofc  guards  sLnct 
officers  who  formed  a  ramplrt  round  the  throne^ 
what  credit  is  due  to  an  author  who  advances,  **  that 
'«  Louis  was  tenacious  of  power,  and  never  parted 
"  with  it  but  with  extreme  relu^ance,  and  that  the 
••  misfortunes  of  his  concluding  yeats  appear  to 
•♦'  have  been  greathjr  aggravated,  if  not  in  a  meafure 
*•  created,  by  this  circumftance  *  ?"  That  the  king 
was  not  willing  to  give  up,  unconditionally,  all  the 
prerogatives  inherited  from  his  anceftors,  or  to  re- 
linquifli  the  pittance  of  authority  referved  by  the 
conftitution,  can  hardly  be  imputed  as  a  crime ;  and 
if  thofe  parts  of  the  conduft  of  any  individual, 
ivhich  ate  not  criminal,  are  neverthelefs  attended 
with  fmifter  confequences,  it  appears  a  daring  effort 
of  ^malignity  to  affert  that  he  oQcafioned  thofe  mif- 
fortunes  which  obvioufly  refult  from  the  perverfenefe 
of  others.  But  waving  the  incorredncfs  of  the  in-^ 
ference,  the  allegation  is  contrary  to  faft.  A  perfon, 
who  had  much  better  means  of  information,  an4 
pofleffed  a  greater  fund  of  candour  than  the  author 
I  have  quoted,  fpeaks  thus  of  the  king :  *'  While 
••  every  body  was  bufied  in  acquiring,  he  paffed  in 

Hiftory,  though  ohtioufly  awafe  of  the  untruth  of  KabautVs  ftatement» 
by.  His  quoting  only  fo  much  of  it  as  applies  to  jLoOis  XV.  (fee  Im- 
partial Uit^ory,  Vol.  i.  p.  lo.)  has  not  csliidour  enough  to  inveftigate 
and  dtfplay  its  falfity.  Oa  the  contrary,  in  fpite  ot  conviftfon,  he 
Syes  n6t  hcfitate  to  advance,  tltat  **  a  rigid  economy  was  not  a  cha- 
«*  ra^enttic  of  the  court,  eten  of  Louis  XV T*  and  that  «  rhc  ex- 
**  pcnfive  pleafuret  of  tht  queen,  and  the  uncofnmtn  fplendor  xftbeeourtf 
*•  fer\'ed  rathirto  TKOMOTU  than  fo  DIMINISH  the  general  difirefs.^*  (Ibid, 
p.  II.)  Thus  he  tells  his  Itory  in  the  faint  ftyle  of  a  man  who  wiif 
tiot  give  utterance  to  truth,  yet  is  reftiained  by  fear  from  advancing 
unqualified  falleliockl.  He  foppoits  his  ftatement  by  an  inapplicable 
quotation  from  that  very  author,  of  vrhofe  vfrant  of  veracity  he  before 
ieemed  convinced,  relating  to  taxes,  patents,  and  monopolies.  Laft  of 
all,  the  republican  Pag^s  comes  forward  to  fhock  troih,  and  outrage 
rommon  fcnfe  and  decency,  by  an  airertidn  To  replete  with  falfehood, 
fhatit  feems  intended  only  as  a  buileique  parody  on  Rabaud,  and 
is  cxaftly  parallel  with  the  ftatement  in  the  next  chapter,  tha£ 
Claudius  was  revived  in  the  ktng^  and  MefTalina  in  the  queen,  Fag«$i 
vol.  i.  p.  73. 
,     »'  Impartial  Hiftoi'y,  vol.  i.  p.  8. 
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"  review  thofe  pterog^ives  which  he  might  re- 
'*  UQunce  withoiit  weakening  the  authority  neceflaiy 
^'  to  government ;  and  prepared  himfelf,  without 
"  pain,  to  make  the  facrifice  */* 

At  the  acceflion  of  Louis  XVI.  the  queen  was  ex-  Condua 
tremely  popular.  The  French  nation,  long  indignant  ®^  *^' 
at  the  domination  of  the  countefs  du  Barry,  hailed  with  ^"**°' 
joy  the  name  of  queen,  which  feemed  to  give  them  aa 
importance  and  dignity,  the  want  of  which  they  had 
long  regretted.  The  beauty  of  her  perfon,  the  known 
attachm^at  of  the  king,  the  endearing  kindnefles 
which  youth  and  prosperity  prompted  ^i^  2Uid  the 
public  heard  with  delight,  appeared  to. add  to  the 
felicity  and  confequence  of  every  Frenchman,  who^ 
in  the  bliis  of  his  monarch,  and  the  fplendour  of  the 
royal  family,  feemed  to  find  his  own.  The  manner^ 
of  the  queen  were  calculated  to  increafe  thisi  pre- 
poiTeiBon.  Confcious  of  internal  dignity,  and  fecure 
of  her  own  fuperiority,  ihe  fought  no  aid  from  cx^ 
traneous'  refburces  j  never  doubting  of  her  power  tQ 
command  refped,  fhe  divefled  majefty  oif  all  it^ 
formalities,  and  iblicited  efteem.  To  her  it  belonged 
to  wm  the  hearts  of  individuals  without  enflaving 
their  minds;  to  acquire,  in  private  fociety,  that 
affection  which  rarely  accompanies  popular  accla- 


*  Necker  on  fhe  Revolution,  vol.  i.  l»<^99« 

^  One  of  the  greateft  inftances  of  this,  waf  th«  manner  in  whkh 
the  king  beftowed  on  his  confort  the  foat  called  Trianon.  While 
dauphinefs,  (be  had  often  exprefled  a  defire  to  poflefs  a  .country-feat 
of  her  own.  After  hia  acceililpn,  the  king  recgiieding  the  crrcum^ 
ftance,  offered  her  the  two  feats  called  la  grand,  and  le^t  Triarm,  fay* 
ing,  *«  That  as  thofe  beautiful  rcceffes  had  always  been  appropriated 
*'  to  the  n^fatmirius,  they  could  now,  with  propriety,  belong  only 
"  to  her/*  She  accepted /r  ^c«i«  T^nm,  with  a  condition  niade  in 
laughter,  that  he  fhould  only  conie  there  when  invited..  The  fird 
u(e  flie  made  of  her  new  aoqu>(ition  was  to  invite  her  4it](bafld  te  aa 
entertaihment  there  $  and  ihe  afterwards  fliewed  great  tafte,  and  flat- 
tered him  in  the  moft  fenfible  point,  by  laying  out  the  ,g^4^s»  in  ^he 
Englifli  ftyle,  and  by  building'twelve  cottages  in  the  park,  in  wl^ch 
were  eftablifiiod  as  many  poor  families*  Anecdotes, .  &c.  vol.  v 
p*  35*  *7$\    See  alfo  Arthur  Y<)ud(;*s  Travels,  p«  6gi*    . 
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mation,  by  the  ufe  of  that  condefcendmg  ezpreflion, 
•*  I  am  no  longer  queen,  I  am  myfelf  ^."  She  was 
the  patronefs  of  mirth  and  gaiety ;  and  if  the  plea- 
fures  (he  fanftioned  occafionally  tranfgrefled  the 
limits  of  ftrift  prudence,  or  violated  the  gravity  of 
court  decorum,  by  permitting  deep  play,  and  en- 
couraging fome  flight  indifcretions,  fuch  as  the  re- 
prefentation  of  dramatic  pieces,  it  muft  not  be  for- 
gotten that  thefe  were  the  extreme  bounds  to  which 
the  cenfure  of  the  moft  rigid  can  extend.  I  am  aware 
that  this  opinion  has  many  prejudices  to  encounter 
among  thofe  whofe  minds  have  been  poifoned  by 
malignant  publications,  which  I  forbear  to  fpecify  * ; 
and  among  thofe  who  rely  indolently  on  a  generally 
accredited  report,  and  who  do  not  calculate  the 
force  of  flander  confidently  and  audacioufly  repeated, 
but  think  that  no  opinion  can  become  current  with- 
out fome  foundation  in  truth.  I  (hall  not,  in  future, 
interrupt  the  courfe  of  narration  to  refute  general 
calumnies,  or  to  repel  unfounded  infinuations ;  but 
I  intreat  the  res^der  todifcard  from  his  mind  the 
acrimonious  accufations  of  her  enemies,  and  the 
feeble  extenuations  of  pretended  impartialifts^  and 
purfue  attentively  the  courfe  of  the  queen's  con- 
dud.  Let  .him  furvey  her  fulfilling,  with  zeal  and 
exemplary  propriety,  the  moft  arduous  duties  of 
wife  and  mother,  in  drcumftances  the  moft  trying; 
let  him  contemplate  the  unabated  affeftion  which 
conftahtly  fubfifted  between  her  and  her  hufband, 
which  no  fufferings  could  enfeeble  or  alienate ;  let 
him  confider  the  refolution  with  which  fhe  bore  up 
againft  infult,  the  dignity  with  which  ihe  fubmitted 
to  misfortune ;  let  him  then  examine  the  fource  of 
thefe  calumi]ies,  fee  how  they  are  deftitute  of  proof; 

c  Memoirs  de  la  DuchefTe  de  Polignac,  p.  17. 

'  Thefe  infamous  and  obfcene  pamphlets  the  reader  of  tafte  or  de- 
licacy will  have  little  inclinatton  ta  perufe.  A  complete  fummary  of 
the  accufations  conveyed  in  them  will  be  found  io  Mrs.  Wollftone* 
,    craf f «  iiiftory  of  the  Revolution^  f*  33*^1 2*  •  r  . 
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and  then  judge  whether  fuch  conduft  can  Be  prd^ 
duced  in  the  fame  mind  with  fuch  atrocious  guilt, 
and  whether  the  caufe  of  thefe  flanders  is  riot  fuffi^ 
ciently  evident  to  prove  that  they  are  not  entitled  t6 
the  flighteft  belief. 

The  progrefs  of  economy  had  been  fuch  as  to  17^7. 
flatter  the  benevolent  heart  of  the  young  monarch  ^*"**" 
with  the  moft  encouraging  hopes,  when  all  his  views 
were  deranged,  and  all  the  good  effefts  of  his  folicitude 
fuperfeded  by  the  part  he  was  perfuaded  to  take  in 
the  war  between  England  and  America.  Withoirt 
expreffing  any  opinion  refpefting  the  juftie6  of  thfe 
conteft,  it  is  eafy  to  demonftrate  that  every  principle 
of  found  policy  fhould  have  united  to  deter  the  king 
of  France  from  engaging  in  it.  He  himfdf  was  fo 
fcnfible  of  this  in  his  latter  days,  as  to  declari 
that  advantage  had  been  taken  of  his  youth*. 
The  queen  avowed  heifelf  a  decided  partifan  of 
the  Americans,  and  her  influence  rendered  their 
caufe  fefliionable  ^  The  young  nobles  of  Franqe 
confidered  America  as  the  theatre  of  glory,  and^haft- 
eiied  thither  to  learn  the  art  of  war*.  They  returned 
fluflied  with  fuccefs,  and  replete  with  new  theories 
of  government.  The  political  writers  and  fpeakers 
in  France  had  already  learned  to  reduce  their  argu- 
ments refpefting  America  to  a  dilemma;  dther 
Louis  Was  the  patron  of  infurreftion^  or  the  defender 
of  right,  on  abftraft  principle :  if  tne  patron  of  in- 
furreftion,  he  was  a  mere  tyrant,  who  facrificed  his 
people  to  fupport  an  unwarrantable  undertaking  {  if 
the  defender  of  right,  how  could  he  flied  the  blood 
and  ex:pend  the  treafure  of  his  people  to  fupport  thofe 
rights  in  others,  which  they  thenifelves  ineffectually 
claimed  ? 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  recite  all  the  circuni-  Cwfesof 
ftances  which  led  to  the  French  revolution,  but  J^jJ^^""* 

•  Bertrand*t  MciBoirs»  vc4.  ii.  p.  37.  *  **®"* 

'  Impartial  Hiftorjr,  vol.  i.  p.  i6.    Pla/fMr*8  Hlftory  of  Jacobin- 
ifm,  p.  yl. 

I  Impartial  Hiftorj,  ubi  fupra^ 

c  2  ,  metcLyp 
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jf^rclj^  in  this  place,  to  advert  to  fuch  as  perfonally 
afFe&e^  the  monarch,  and  as  he  hlmfelf  might  have 
pbvi^ted  pr  remedied.  It  is  foreign  to  wj  purpofe 
t9  review  the  ftate  of  the  country ;  to  difcuis  th^ 
rights  and  encroachments  of  ^the  different  orders  of 
the  (late ;  to  fix  th^  proportion  which  population  held 
to  it)dp(lry  and  revenue ;  and  to  afcertain  whether 
the  want  of  an  aAive  war,  and  the  difufe  of  monaftic 
vows,  qontril)utied  or  not  to  an  excefs  of  population 
which  baniihed  content  and  facilitated  ii^urredion. 
*  ^  I  ihall^^ot  purfue  the  labours  of  thofe  writers,  called 
fscpnom^h  '  ^^  g^^'^  ^^^  ^^  delufive  hopes  of 
.plenty,  rand  veated  themfelves  in  exaggerated  comr 
plaifitSy  fears,  ^nd  furmifes,  who  banifhed  public 
Spirit,  aaid  made  the  whole  nation  niggardly  upou 
prificiple;  i^or  ihall  I  attack  the  labours  of  the£n- 
eyclop^diftsj,  w^jio  temerariouily  broached  new  doc« 
|l;^ii^s  in  r^igion  and  politics,  who  weakened  the 
powers  of  fait^^and  looiened  th^  bonds  of  allegiance : 
I  ij^ai)  not  att^Tipt  to  defcnbe  the  flyftuafions  of 
IJuWiq-opin^n,  ^fi^fhcw  how  far  policy  might  have 
|)e^  cpn^binpd  with  force  to  reftore  t^e  fpiendoux 
of  ^ut^ority^  ac^d  give  {lability  to  the  regal  pow^. 
TTq  i^nftp  fc)  many  views,  and  difplay  the  precife 
.pperatjpifi  of  ^ach  fpecific  caufe,  would  exceed  the 
|>q>un»ds.  ^nd  t;^nf|^e](s  the  intentions^  of  a  work  like 
^^ :  it\i§  tjif ^  jaik  of  Hiftory. 

The  reform?  already  ftat^  which  weakened  the 
influencp  of  thi^  crown,  and  drove  from  the  court 
)Hiany  whofl[i  iiiteTeftji  if  not  duty,  would  otherwife 
jiaye  reftdpred  vigilaw^t  al?out  the  mo^iarch  j  the  fup- 
preiliof^  pJF  pomp^i  the  idol  oJF  the  multitude ;  and 
mofl:  pf^lli  tbp  Anierican  yf^r^  wJiich  impoverifeed 
the  treafury,  and  gave  energy  to  faftious  fpeculation, 
1  I  cojjfider  as  the  principal  caufes  of  the  revolution. 

\  ;^y.thp  p(rii;icipal,  not  the  only  <;aufes  i  thofis  ^bove 
mentioned  certainly  had  their  fhare ;  and  I  have,  in 
the  caurfe  of  this  work,  adverted  to  others  which 
were  no  lefs  efEcient»    I  have  difplayed  the  exertions 
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and  artifices  of  a  fecret  confederacy,  formed  in  the 
recefles  of  darknefs  and  guilt,  and  extending  its 
baneful  influence  over  the  greater  part  of  Europe  ^ ; 
I  have  defcanted  on  the  writings  and  finifter  efforts 
of  an  ambitious  minifter,  who  was  content  to  inflame 
the  people  and  diforganize  the  government  to  favour 
his  own  private  views  * :  and  I  have  not  omitted  to 
notice  the  guilty  ambition  of  a  prince  of  the  bloody 
who  afpired,  without  knowing  the  precife  limits  of  his 
views,  and  became  the  tool  and  prey  of  intriguers, 
without  having  afcertained  to  what  exafl:  point  their 
projefts  tended  K 

To  the  charafler  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  are  prin- 
cipally  to  be  afcribed  the  violence  and  malignity  which 
diftinguiflied  the  revolution.  That  prince,  funk  in 
contempt,  and  immerfed  in  fenfuality,  was  not  in- 
fenfible  'to  the  voice  of  ambition ;  but  while  the 
queen  exhibited  no  fign  of  pregnancy,  he  awaited, 
without  emotion,  thofe  events  which  might  raife 
himfelf  or  his  defcendants  to  the  throne,  and  reatlife 
thofe  hopes  in  which  his  anceftors  had  been  difap- 
pointed  ^.  The  felfifh  views  which  he  affefted  to 
render  illuftrious  by  mifcalling  them  ambition,  were, 
by  this  event,  expofed  to  almoft  certain  difappoint- 
ment.  It  deftroyed  all  thofe  hopes  which  had  beeft 
fo  fondly  cheriflied,  and  left  no  refource  but  fecret 
calumny  and  open  violence. 

^  The  pregnancy  of  the  queen  did  not  take  place     X77*« 
till  file  had  been  married  eight  years  and  a  half;  it  queen's 
was  then  announced  to  the  inhabitants  of  Paris  by  an  prcgnaii- 
aft  of  beneficence  truly  piou«  and  royal,  and  which'  ^y* 
Marie  Antoinette  often  repeated  in  the  courfe  of  her 
rdgn.     She  fent  to  the  direftor  of  the  oflSice  for  wet- 
nurfes  a  fum  of  three  thoufand  livres  (X31/.  5^0 
to  be  employed  in  procuring  the  liberty  of  \mfor- 
tunate  parents,  imprifoned  fof  non-payment  of  the 

S  SeeMiRABEAP.  ^SeeNECiCER.  ^  See  Orx bans. 

^  KefidcDce  in  France,  edited  by  John  GiiFord»  vol.  i.  p.  3S4.. 

c  2  debts 
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debts  contraded  for  their  children'.  Prayers  for 
the  queen  were  oflfered  up  in  all  parts  of  the  king<r 
dom;  and  feveral  companies,  military,  religious,  and 
;rpunicipal,  dirplaye4  their  loyalty  in  a£b  of  devotion 
and  benevolence  ", 
y^th  Dec.  At  length  th^  queen  was  delivered  of  a  daughter, 
^\lxhlf  vho  ^'^s  unmediately  baptized  by  the  name  of  Marie 
inadamc  Therefe  Charlotte,  and  received  the  title  of  Madame j 
f^y^^:  filU  du  Roi^  though  the  prevailing  cuftom  has  been 
to  call  her  Madame  Royale  "•  The  municipal  officers 
of  Paris  imitated  their  fovereign,  by  delivering  from 
prifon  a  great  many  fathers  of  femilies ;  and  the  queen 
berfelf  difplayed  her  charity  in  a  manner  no  Ids  in- 
^reidipg  than  engaging.  She  caufed  to  be  felefted 
a  hundred  young  women,  poor,  and  of  good  cha- 
X^&JST^  from  the  different  pariflies  in  Paris,  to  each  of 
whom  (he  gave  five  hundred  livres  (21  /.  ly  s.  6d.) 
as  a  marriage  portion ;  two  hundred  livres  (8  /.  x^s.) 
to  purchafe  a  fuit  of  clothes  for  their  hufbands;  and 
twelve  livres  (10 j.  Sd,)  for  a  wedding  dinner**. 

But  while  the  queen  was  thus  difplaying  the  good« 

nefs  of  her  difpofition,  the  engines  of  calumny  were 

already  employed  in  undermimng  her  reputation,  in 

(lamping  the  public  joy,  and  in  dep^ciating  the  ads 

%%A  oa.   of  benevolence  which  charmed  the  people.     Thefe 

B-'h^f     efforts  were  more  defperately  renewed  when   the 

thcdau-     wifhes  of  the  royal  family  were  crowned  by  the  birth 

phin.        of  ^  prince.     On  that  occafion  the  public  ftftivity 

was  unbounded,  and  the  royal  munificence  no  lefs 

qonfpicuous   than  on  the  former  occafion.      The' 

king  granted  an  exemption  from  the  capitation  or 

1  It  may  be  neceflary  to  inform  the  reader,  fhat  in  Paris  there  wat 
an  office,  where  women  fro;n  the  country  came  to  offer  their  fervice  as 
nuriei  I  they  were  retained  by  the  fiourgeoifss,  and  if  the  ilipulated 
wages  were  not  duly  paid,'  the  nur(es  had  a  rtnytiiy  againft  the  hut- 
bands  of  their  employers,  by  imprifonment  in  a  fummaiy  way,  aod 
withouf'thif' delays  incident  to' ordinary  proceffes.    '       '     ■■   '    " 

*  Anecdotes,  &c.'vol.  i.  p.  187.  196. 

■  id.  p.  $o|.     '  •Id.  p.  3x4. 

poll- 
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poll-tax  for  a  year  to  the  poorer  dafs  of  his  fubjeds 
reflding  in  the  capital ;  liberated  great  numbers  of 
prifoners  for  debt  in  the  provinces  ;  reftored  to  their 
parents  all  thofe  legitimate  children  whom  diflrefs 
had  compelled  them  to  leave  at  the  fo\mdling*hof« 
pital ;  paid  the  debts  of  prifoners  in  Pkris  to  the 
amount  of  four  hundred  and  fixty-four  thoufand 
livresj  (20,300/.)  and  difcharged  many  who  were 
imprifoned  for  crimes.  The  queen  propofed  an  ad 
of  charity  of  the  mbft  extenfive  and  beneficent  de- 
fcription,  btit  the  treafury  would  not  authorife  its 
being  carried  into  execution.  Her  projeft  was  to 
redeem  and  reftore  to  the  owners  all  clothes  and  ne« 
ceflaries  which  the  poor  had  been  obliged  to  pawn 
at  the  Mont  de  PiHe  "*.  The  prince,  who  was  the 
fubjed  of  thefe  rejoicings  and  charities,  fortunately 
died  at  an  early  period  of  the  revolution.  His  fifter 
and  younger  brother  were  referved  to  participate  the 
difafters  of  their  family. 

The  progrefs  of  the  war,  the  freedom  of  political  ^'l*"J"'^ 
difcuffion,  the  exertions  of  the  economifts,  and  the  qfj^^n.  * 
arts  of  a  refolute  faftion,  had  now  produced  a  ftate 
of  anxiety  and  turbulence  in  the  public  mind,  which 
promifed  to  forward  thofe  views  which  a  more  rigid 
government,  and  a  more  profperous  ftate  of  finances 
would  have  reftrained.  The  tongue  of  llander  now 
moved  without  reftraint  againft  the  queen,  who  be- 
fore had  been  the  theme  of  applaufe  and  admiration. 
Her  honour  was  affailed  by  the  moft  virulent  and 
unfounded  defamations;  the  national  animofity, which 
her  union  with  France  was  fuppofed  to  have  extin- 
guifhed  for  ever,  was  revived  in  order  to  load  her 
with  imaginary  crimes.  She  was  accufed  of  plunder- 
ing the  treafury  of  France  to  make  remittances  to 
her  brother  j  as  an  additional  infult,  fhe  was  often 
mendoried  by  the  odious  title  of  ? Autrkhienne^ 
and  her  feat,   Trianon,  was  nick-named  Le  petit 

f  Anecdotes,  he  vol.  i«  p.  354. 

c  4  VUnne. 
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Vrenne'^,  The  expences  to  which  fhe  fubjeftcd  the 
nsltion,  and  the  Kberality  of  her  prefents  to  her  fa- 
vourites,  were  topics  of  unbounded  reprobation; 
in  a  word,  every  want  felt  by  the  people  was  im- 
puted to  her  afcendancy,  while  the  king  was  repre- 
fented  as  a  man  immerfed  in  fenfuality,  indolent, 
smd  little  better  than  an  idiot.  The  falfity  of  thefe 
accufations  is  obvious.  The  queen  never  did,  and 
never  could  iquander  the  public  money  in  the  manner 
alleged.  Her  expences  were  by  no  means  enormous, 
they  were  far  inferior  to  tbofe  of  madame  du  Barry  j 
and  her  whole  donations  did  not  equal  what  Louis 
'XIV.  allowed  to  one  of  his  feveral  miftreffes,  ma- 
demoifelle  Fontanges,  who  had  three  hundred  th9U- 
fand  livres  (13,125/.)  a  month.  It  was  impoffible 
that  Ihe  Ihould  have  drawn  money  from  the  treafury 
to  remit  to  her  brother,  as  fuch  a  tranfaftion  muft 
neccflarily  have  been  known  to  a  great  number  of 
perfons,  and  entries  muft  have  been  made  in  various 
forms  which  would  have  afcertained  the  faft.  Yet 
when  the  moft  ftrift  fcrutinies  were  afterwards  made, 
when  wealth,  honour,  and  applaufe  would  have 
been  the  meed  of  difcovcry,  no  fuch  tranfaftion 
was  difclofed;  nor  could  the  hardinefs  of  thofc 
who,  by  the  aid  of  forgery,  affefted  to  fupply  fuch 
documents  as  truth  did  not  afford,  ever  venture 
to  bring  forward  the  Qighteft  written  proof  on  the 
fubjeft. 
Admini-  The  public  mind  was  in  this  ftate  when  peace 
iiration  of  was  made  with  England.  Necker  fays,  that^  **  in 
Caionnc.  «  178 1,  he  had  left  the  finances  in  perfeft  equili- 
^*  brium,  but  the  impofts  were  confiderable.  The 
**  king  had  •  prevented  their  increafe,  by  providing 
**  from  his  favings  an  intereft  for  loans,  become  in- 
**  difpenfable  to  meet  the  extraordinary  expences 
**  of  the  war.'*  Perhaps  fo  much  of  this  obferv- 
ation  as  relates  to  Necker  himfelf  is  queftionable. 

t  Anecdotes^  vol.  i,  p.  176. 

He 
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He  continties  thus :  •*  The  approaching  return  of 
"'  peace  would  have  opened  a  new  career  to  hope, 
"  had  not  the  king  entrufted  the  auHere  funftions 
"  of  adminiftration  to  a  man  more  worthy  of  being, 
**  the  hero  of  courtiers,  than  the  mmifter  of  a  king. 
**  The  reputation  of  M.  de  Calonne  was  in  con- 
**  traft  with  the  morals  of  Louis  X  VL  ;  and  I  know 
"  not  by  what  reafonings,  or  by  what  afcendant, 
"  this  prince  was  engaged  to  give  a  place  in  his 
"  council  to  an  avowed  magiftrate,  diftinguifhed  as 
"  an  amiable  man  in  the  moft  elegant  focieties  of 
"  Paris,  but  whofe  levity  and  principles  were 
"  dreaded  by  all  France.  How  often  muft  fuch  a 
"  determination  have  been  repented  of?  Money 
"  was  laviflied,  largeffes  multiplied,  no  inftance  of 
**  facility  and  complaifance  was  refufed,  economy 
**  was  even  made  a  fubjeS  of  derifion ;  and  to 
"  give  a  fyftematic  air  to  this  inconfiderate  con- 
"  duft,  for  the  firft  time,  the  aflertion  was  hazard- 
*^  ed,  that  the  immenfity  of  expence,  by  animating 
"  circulation,  was  the  true  principle  of  credit ;  a 
**  maxim  applauded  by  all  thofe  who  found  them- 
^*  felves  fitted  to  fecond  the  minifter  in  this  mode  of 
«  fcrvingtheftateV 

It  is  to  be  recoUeflted,  that  this  charader  of  M.  de 
Calonne  is  given  by  his  avowed  opponent;  many 
other  authors  have  concurred  in  decrying  his  admi- 
niftration %  but  it  is  praifed  by  others  of  equal  judg- 
ment  and  veracity  ^ 

The  grand  plan  of  a  port  at  Cherbourg,  which 
was  profecuted  at  a  vaft  expence  during  his  admi- 

'  On  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  14,     1  am  appreheniive,  that  Tome  * 
phrafes  in  this  quotation  are  nof  corre6lly  tranflated,  particularly  m 
awfwed  magijirate ;  but  not  having  a  copy  of  the  work  in  French  I 
cannot  correal  them* 

•  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  21.  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  6o*  jRabaud, 
p.  36.  Uiftorical  Sketch,  p.  33.  Life  of  Dumouriex,  vol.  ii.  p.  t£. 
Chriftie*s  Letters,  p.  67.     Playfair*s  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  ys. 

t  See  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol,  i.  p,  4s.  Bouillc't  Menooirts 
p.  47«     Wiide't  Addrefs,  p.  $i9t 

niftration^ 
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niftration,  would  have  given  little  umbrage  to  the 
people,  but  the  general  fpirit  of  falfe  economy  ren* 
dered  every  expence  a  matter  of  complaint.    The 
purchafe  of  St.  Cloud,  and  payment  of  the  count 
d^Artois's  debts,  excited  confiderable  clamour,  and 
difcontent  was  hourly  increafing. 
till  June       The  conftruAion  of  a  port  m  the  channel  was  a 
ThelSnlr't  ^^^^^^^  objeft  of  the  firft  importance.     If  fucceff- 
loorney      ful,  it  would  have  done  more  towards  the  eRablifh- 
toCher-     ment  of  the  French  navy,  than  any  other  projed  in 
'*^       which  the  public  money  could  have  been  expended. 
The  kin?  had  ever  had  its  completion  at  heart,  and 
was  fo  ftruck  with  the  utility  of  the  fcheme,  that 
for  feveral  years  his'clofet  was  hung  with  draw- 
ings on  the  fubjed".    The  cones  firft  funk  had 
been  deftroyed  by  tempefts,  ten  new  cones  were 
prepared,  and  the  king  refolved  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
Cherbourg  to  fee  one  of  them  navigated  and  funk. 
His  journey  was  a  prbgi'efs  of  benevolence  *,  every 
thing  whicn  could  endear  a  monarch  to  his  people 
marked  his  conduct.    He  fpent  four  days  at  Cher- 
bourg, not  like  a  man  who  leaves  home  to  gratify 
an  idle  curiofity,  but  examining,  inveftigating,  and 
comparing  the  objefts  prefented  to  his  notice.     The 
people,  yet  uncorrupted  by  the  efforts  of  fedition, 
received  him  with  acclamations  and  benedidions. 
He  diftributed  fome  favours,    and   had  intended 
more,  but  was  prevented  by  the  felfiftmefs  of  the 
marfhal  de  Caftries,  minifter  of  marine,  who  had 
left  at  Paris  his  port-folio  of  intended  promotions  ^. 
'    On  his  return  he  was  hailed  with  traiifports  of  joy; 
.  triumphal  arches  were  erefted,  folemn  fervices  were 

*  Life  of  Dumouriei,  vol.  i.  p.  480. 

*  One  iiiftance  of  hit  tenderneft  muft  not  he  omitted  i  a  woman» 
wife  to  the  jailor  at  Havre,  threw  herfelf  at  his  fec%  and  craved  pardon 
for  three  deferters  then  in  cuftody.  The  king  railed  htr  up,  i'Hyiv^gy 
•*  With  all  my  heart,  good  woman  ;  I  wi/K  you  had  interceded  ior 
••  four."    Anecdotes,  toI.  i.  p.  156. 

7  Life  of  Dumouriei,  t ol.  i.  |>.  488* 

performed 
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performed  in  the  churches^  and  the  keys  of  towns^ 
brought  by  the  citizens  in  proceffion,  were  furren- 
dered  to  the  fovereign.  The  king  was  fo  delighted 
with  thefe  deinonftrations  of  loyaUy, .  that  he  de-, 
clared,  next  to  his  confecration  at  Rheims,  the  day 
of  his  arrival  at  Cherbourg  was  the  happieft  of  his 
life.  The'  people  were  no  lefs  pleafed,  and  gloried 
in  repeating  the  words  of  their  fovereign,  who  to 
their  repeated  acclamations  of  Vive  le  Rot!  con- 
ftantly  replied,  Vive  mon  Peuplel  Vive  man  ton 
Peuple  *  /  Yet  this  journey,  fo  laudable  in  its  ob- 
jeft,  fo  fatisfaftory  in  its  refult,  did  not  efcape 
fevere  animadverfion.  Mirabeau  mentions  it  in  dit 
refpeftful  terms  of  cenfure  :  *'  A  king  oppreffes  his 
**  fubjcfts  with  taxes  badly  organifed ;  the  day  of 
"  his  acceffion  is  confecrated  to  feftivity  j  he  makes 
"  an  ufelefs  and  expenfive  journey ;  on  his  return 
"  he  pafles  under  triumphal  arches  %'* 

The  virtue,  the  religion,  the  benevolence,  and  Attacks  om 
morals  of  the  king,  prefented  fo  few  vulnerable  ^^^^^^^^^ 
points,  that  flander  was  at  a  lofs  on  what  part  of 
his  charafter  to  make  an  attack.  The  queen,  equally 
upright  in  her  fentiments,  was  lefs  guarded  in  her 
conduft.  In  her  calumny  found  an  eafy  prey  y  and 
afterwards,  being  united  with  fedition,  made  a  joint 
attack,  with  a  view  not  only  to  injure  her,  but  to 
debafe  the,  king,  and  vilify  royalty  itfelf  ^.  One 
principal  engine  of  this  projefted  degradation,  was 
the  affair  of  the  necklace^  in  which  the  cardinal  de  The  necfci^ 
Rohan  was  made  the  dupe  of  two  intriguing  adven- 
turers,  and  the  queen  implicated,  though  fhe  had 
not  the  flighteft  participation  in  the  tranfaftion. 
Had  ihe  wanted  fuch  a  necklace,  fhe  would  have 
bought  and  worn  it  publicly;  had  fhe  required  money, 
there  was  no  need  to  recur  to  a  fecret  and  difgrace- 

2  For  a  very  minute  and  interefting  account  of  thii  journey,  fee 
Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  153. 
*  EOfai  fur  la  Se^e  dei  lUumtnlt.     Introd.  p.'  i6» 
^  Moore's  View^  vol.  i.  p.  34, 
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fill  negociation^  the  court  bankers  would  have  gladly 
fupplied  her.  But,  at  all  events,  fhe  tvould  never  have 
applied  to  the  cardinal,  whom  fhe  was  known  to 
hate;  or  have  affociated  with  a  worthlefs  adventurer, 
and  a  woman  of  low  birth  and  education,  and  dif- 
ffufting  manners"^..  Although  thofe  parts  of  this 
uory,  which  tended  to  inculpate  the  queen,  were 
never  currently  believed,  yet  they  had  the  effed  of 
making  her  conduft  the  topic  of  public  examin- 
ation, an  event  always  degrading,  generally  danger- 
Her  ex-  ous.  The  people  received,  with  increafmg^avidity^ 
penccs.  every  account  of  her  profufion,  and  having  been 
led  to  believe,  that  they  were  miferable  beyond  all 
former  example,  were  eafily  induced  to  impute  that 
mifery  to  her.  That  I  may  not  return  to  this  fub- 
jeft,  let  me  once  for  all  expofe  the  extreme  ma- 
lice and  futility  of  fuch  complaints.  The  tafte  and 
elegance  which  accompanied  every  aft  of  the  queen 
excited  much  admiration ;  and  as  (he  had  a  Angular 
grace  in  giving,  her  predileftion  was  a  fpurce  of 
envy,  her  bounty  of  admiration,  though  the  one 
was  conferred  without  reproach,  the  other  without 
profufion.  In  the  courfe  of  a  reign  of  eighteen  years, 
her  expences  amounted  in  the  whole  to  about  ten 
millions  of  livres  (4375500/.);  of  this  about  half  a 
million  (21,875/.)  was  expended  in  buildings  and 
decorations  at  Trianon,  and  in  the  purchafe  of  St. 
Cloud.  If  from  this  fura  we  deduft  fix  millions, 
(262,500  /.)  produced  by  the  fale  of  Chateau  Trom- 
pette,  an  eftate  belonging  to  the  crown,  which  the 
king  made  over  to  her  ufe"* ;  the  remainder,  four  mil- 

«  Anecdotes,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  358  to4T8.  It  is  forthii'r  ob fenced  oi» 
tliifr  fubje^l,  that  the  Memoirs  uf'the  Countefs  de  ia  Motte  are  a 
DRere  web  of  fables,  totally  deftitute  of  afl  proof,  written  or  oraK 
What  is  worTe,  the  woman  is  continually  confradi6^ing  herfelf.  Th* 
romance  of  the  fecond  Memoirt  is  totally  diifc^rent  from  that  of  the 
firftj  and  the  romance  of  the  third  having  no  refemblance  to  either 
firft  or  fecond.  This  is  the  obfervation  of  M.  Montjoye,  which  I 
can  neither  corroborate  nor  controvert,  having  read  the  Memoires  in 
queliion  long  ago,  and  without  much  attention.  See  Eloge,  &c. 
p,  113.  •. 
..  ^  Anecdotes^  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  34. 

lions 
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lions  ^175,000/.)  is  top  inconfiderablc  to  defcrve 
notice.  In  fed,  the  leaders  of  fadioa  had  elta« 
Wilbed  nuny  falfe  points  which  led  to  endlefs  in* 
confiftencies ;  they  made  a  trifling  deficit  an  evil  of 
the  firft  magnitude ;  they  charged  it  all  to  the  ac* 
count  of  the  royal  family,  whofe  expences  were  fo 
moderjtte  as  to  defy  ccnfure,  and  at  laft  were  re» 
duced  to  the  pitiful  neceflity  of  publilhing  the  red* 
book,  to  mak^  good  by  clamour  againft  individuals 
what  was  wanting  in  proof  of  criminality,  fufficiently 
important  to  intereft  the  public. 

While  the  public  mind  was  agitated  by  panic  fears  Calonne 
and  inflamed  by  calumny,  an  oppofition  was  com-  difmiffcd. 
menced  in  the  parK^^ment  of  Paris  to  the  grant  of  fup- 
jJies.  C?Ionne  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  a  deficit 
of  one  buiuired  and  twenty  millions  (5,250,000 /•)} 
the  kiAg,  unacquainted  with  the  ft  ate  of  public  opinion, 
and  aftuated  only  by  his  defire  to  relieve  the  diftrefles 
pf  his  people,  declared  that  he  would  have  no  more 
loans  or  new  taxe^**  ^  The  minifter  was  obliged  to 
convene  the  Notables,  for  whom  he  had  prepared  a 
plan  at  once  dignified,  conftitutional,  and  expe- 
dient ^ ;  but  the  death  of  Vergennes  occafioned  de* 
lay,  and  weakened  the  influence  of  Calonne ;  an 
oppofition  againft  him  was  formed  in  the  clofet, 
where  advantage  was  taken  of  the  queen's  diflike, 
and  in  the  Notables,  where  an  oppofition  to  his  mea* 
fures  promifed  both  popularity  and  favour.  His 
plans  were  rejefted,  he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  helm, 
and  retire  from  France,  after  having  been  deprived  of 
the  order  du  Saint  EJprii, 

De  Brienne,  archbifhop  of  Thoulpufe,  who  fuc-  Admini-^ 
ceeded  Calonne,  after  trying  in  vain  to  break  the  If^^^^, 
phalanx  formed  by  fadion,  and  to  raife  the  neceflary  Briennc. 
fupplies,  after  encountering  oppofition  from  all  quar. 
ters,  and  embarrafling  government  with  alnioft  infurr 
niountable.difiiculties,abandoned  a  fituation  he  was  no 

*  Rabaud's  Hiftory,  p.  38.  ^  BqmIWs  Memoirt. 

longer  ' 
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longer  able  to  hold,  recommending  the  convocation 
jtceftl  of  of  the  three  eftates,  and  the  recal  of  Necker,  the 
Meeker,  popular  idoI  '•  This  minifter,  with  a  rafhnefs,  pre- 
fumption,  and  ambitious  feliiftinefs  which  eclipfe  his 
merits  in  other  refpefts,  convoked  the  Notables  only 
to  rejeft  their  decifions,  courted  the  populace  and  the 
Orleans  faftion  by  the  moft  finifter  and  difhoneft 
means,  organifed  the  convocation  of  the  three  eftates 
at  a  time  ^d  place  which  rendered  an  open  war  be- 
tween the  three  orders  inevitable,  and  by  allowing 
the  tiers-etat  a  double  reprefentation,  infured  their 
conqueft,  and  prepared  for  the  fuperior  orders  an 
abjeft  degradation  and  inevitable  extinftion. 
Meeting  At  the  meeting  of  the  three  eftates  the  king  was 
altM-ee.  pJsiccd  in  a  lituation  entirely  new,  and  more  eih- 
Bcni,  *  barrafling  than  that  of  any  monarch  before  him. 
He  had,  in  compliance  with  the  wifh  of  his  people, 
called  theStates-General,  yet  the  credit  was  attributed 
to  a  minifter  who  had  been  obtruded  on  him  in  con- 
tradiftion  to  his  own  will.  He  was  alarmed  by  re- 
ports of  a  deficit  which,  though  unimportant  in 
itfelf,  "was  magnified  into  an  unlimited  evil,  and 
which  he  could  acquire  no  popularity  by  annihilat- 
ing, as  its  exiftence  was  falfely  imputed  to  \am* 
The  turbulence  of  the  tiers-etatj  their  fadKous  pro- 
ceedings againft  the  other  ftates,  and  their  unremit* 
ting  endeavours  to  embarrafs  government  and  ufurp 
all  authority  ;  the  rebellious  difpofitions  of  the  Pa- 
rifians;  and  the  famine,  which  though  in  part 
occafioned  by  artful  and  unprincipled  confpiracy, 
was  converted  into  an  article  of  accufatioil  againft 
the  king,  added  to  his  diftrefs,  and  rendered  his 
fituation  ftill  more  critical.  His  authority  was  not 
diminiihed  by  any  aft  formally  announced,  yet  every 
exertion  of  it  was  attended  with  difficulty  and  danger. 
If  the  declaration  of  his  will  announced  a  popular 

ff  seethe  various hi(lorie9,  theLivci  of  dc  Bribnki  and  NbckeRi 
and  the  autborities  tlierc  quoted • 

ads 
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aS,  At  monarch  acquired  but  a  momentary  applaufe; 
he  was  deprived  of  die  affedion  which  ought  to  have 
refulted  from  it,  by  a  refolute  band  of  detraftors,  who 
attributed  it  to  the  fuggeftion  of  Necker,  to  unavoid- 
able  neceflity,  or  to  hypocrify  :  but  if  the  aft  an- 
nounced happened  to  be  unpopular,  which  the  party 
in  oppofition  could  at  any  time  occafion,  it  was  op^ 
probrioufly  reviled  and  contumacioufly  refifted. 

The  tiers-etat  comported  themfelves  with  all  the  Turbu- 
vulgar  licentioufnefs  of  men  unufed  to  power,  who  [^ederi. 
were  refolved  to  maintain  their  ports  by  infolence,  cut, 
and  to  extend  their  authorities  by  tyranny.     They 
were,  unhappily,  but  too  much  encouraged  by  the 
perverted  populace  of  the  capital,  who,  guided  by  a 
gang  of  daring  confpirators,  fanftioned  every  effort 
of  ufurpation,   every  ebullition  of  petulance.     By 
them  they  were  fupported  in  •  thofe  infolent  attacks 
on  the  king,  which  not  only  retrenched  his  autho- 
rity in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs,  but  purfued  him 
in  the  hour  of  dejeftion,  and  to  the  receffes  of  pater- 
nal fenfibility,  with  clamorous  defiance  and  brutal 
pertinacity.     Thus  was  applaufe,  inftead  of  con-  siftjuae. 
tempt,  enfured  to  the  treacherous  pantomime  of  the 
Tennis-court ;  thus  were  the  benevolent  intentions  of  »id  June, 
the  monarch  refifted  with  undifguifed  contumely, 
and  ftigmatized  with  unqualified   rancour.      The 
minifter,  who  had  advifed  the  meafure  which  brought 
the  conteft  to  its  firft  cfifis,  and  deferted  his  mafter 
when  his  fervices  were  moft  neceffary,  was  idolized, 
while  the  confiding  monarch  became  a  vidim  to  his 
fuggeftions,  and  devoted  to  popular  odium.     This 
ftate  of  conftraint  extorted  from  him  that  pathetic 
expreffion,  *'  Je  n^ai  eu^  depuis  auelqiies  annees^  que 
^^  des  injians  de  bonheur^** — "  For  fome  years  paft 
<«  1  have  only  felt  a  few  moments  of  happinefs  **." 

*  Moore*t  View,  vol.  i.  p.  159.  For  details  of  the  other  faft» 
iHoveaateJ,  feethe  Ltvet  ot'NEcKER>  Mirabeau,  Orl£.ans,  and 
Bailly,  and  the  authorities  there  quo^d. 

The 
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Union  of        The  mod  material  point  to  the  tien^at  was  the 

ibe  orden.  verification  of  powers  and  tranfa£lion  of  bufincfs  in 
a  common  alTembly.  This  the  other  two  orders  re- 
filled  with  the  refolution  of  men  who  were  confcious 
that  their  exiftence  depended  on  the  refult  of  the 
contefl.  The  tide  of  popularity  ran  violently  againft 
them,  and  fome  treacherous  individuals  exhibited 
intentions  of  defection.  The  king,  ever  anxious  to 
comply  with  what  he  confidered  the  wifli  of  his 
people,  favoured  the  union  of  the  orders,  which  he 
was  now  brought  to  confider  as  the  only  means  of 
giving  peace  and  reftoring  tranquillity.  Some  of  the 
nobility  who  were  moft  in  his  confidence,  particularly 
the  due  de  Luxembourg,  remonftrated  againft  the 
meafure,  as  pregnant  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quenccs.  The  king,  however,  perfevered  in  his 
determination,  and  dilclaimed  every  projeft  of  re* 
fiftance.  with  that  truly  patriotic  exclamation,  *'  I  will 
*'  not  fufFer  a  fingle  life  to  be  loft  in  my  caufe  *.**  Ac- 
cordingly a  meffage  was  fent  to  the  nobility,  requir- 
ing them  to  join  the  tiers-etat^  which,  notwithftand- 
ing  a  very  vigorous  oppofition  from  the  vifcount  de 
Mirabeau,  was  complied  with  ^.  Before  we  blame 
the  king's  condufl:  in  this  particular,  it  is  heceffary 
not  only  to  appreciate  the  virtues  by  which  it  wa$ 
aftuated,  but  duly  to  weigh  the  difficulties  of  his 
iituation,  and  the  uncertain  refult,  under  all  circum- 
fiances,  of  a  contrary  mode  of  proceeding.  It  is 
neceffary  to  confider  the  total  impoffibility  of  re- 
ftoring propriety  and  decorum  to  a  legiflature,  one 

*  Conjuration  de  d^'Orlcans,  vol.  i.  p.  363.  Moore's  View,  vol.  i- 
p.  164,  &c.  &c.  This  fingular  clemency  and  averfion  to  bloodfhedwai 
the  king^s  ftriking  chara^erifltCy  and  douhtlafs  the  caufc  of  rooft  of  hit 
inisfoi  tunes.  The  refoiutc  detractors  of  Louis,  fearful  of  the  iinprei^ 
fion  this  faft  mxift  malce  to  the  prejudice  of  their  <aufe,  have  advanced 
lid icu Ions  ftories  about  his  cruelty  to  animais.  dnc  gives  an  account 
of  bis  (hooting  a  cat ;  to  which  another  has  added  fome  vague  aflertions 
about  torturing  reptiles,  and  killing  an  afs  I  Sec  PageSj  vol.  i.  p.  f  5i« 
Mrs.  WolUtonecrafi's  Hiftory,  p.  137. 

k  Moore's  View^  vol.  1.  p.  266,  &c.  &C* 

of 
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bt  the  members  of  which  afterwalrdg  declared,  **  that 
"  had  Heniy  IV.  or  Louis  XIL  reigned  at  the  be- 
*'  ginning  of  the  Revolution,  it  would  not  have 
**  dimlniflidd  the  neeeffity  of  throwing  off  the  royal 
"yoke^ 

While  the  king  was  thus  labouring,  by  conceffion,  Exertion* 
to  conciliate  efteem,  the  prevailing  faftion,  whom  ^/  ^^*  ^*^* 
every  acquifition  of  power  rendered  more  eager  in 
the .  pijrfuit  of  thdr  ultimate  objeft,  exerted  their 
efforts  to  undermine  and  deftroy  the  fmall  (hare  of 
popularity  and  power  yet  remaining  to  the  royal 
family.  The  foidiers  Were  feduced  from  their  duty, 
and  the  populace  inflamed  and  encouraged  to  repeated 
afts  g[  ^otence  and  rebellion  \  The  moft  atrocious 
calumnies  and  abfurd  reports  were  rsafed  agaiiift  the 
king  and  queen,  and  circulated,  not  only  in  f  aris, 
but  throughout  the  kingdom.  The  moft  audacious 
libels  were  openly  vended,  and  every  nieans  reforted 
to  \phich  could  complete  the  petverfion  of  the  public 
mind.  In  the  feditious  groups  at  the  Palais  Royal, 
profcriptions  were  iffued  againft  every  one  who  was 
teputed  a  court  favourite,  particularly  the  count 
d'Artois,  the  prince  de  Condc  and  his  family,  and 
the  duchefe  de  Poiignac.  This  lady  incurred  the 
difpleafure  of  the  faftion,  not  only  as  a  favourite  of 
the  king  and  queen,  but  from  a  generally  believed 
afferdoa  that  anti-patriotic  affocJations  w^re  formed, 
and  that  her  houfe  was  their  place  of  rendezvous* 
Tlas  is.  pofitively  denied  by  the  biographer  of  the 
duchefe,  who  fays,  that  the  houfe  of  her  relatioii 
was  open  to  all  the  deputies  "<  Thofe  of  a  particular 
dcfcnption  would,  of  courfej-  abfent  therafdves ; 
they  had  their  meetings  eUewhere,  but  none  were 
excluded..    In  the  provinces  as' well  as  in  Paris,  th^ 

'  I>e€»(tt«rde  U  Conftittftion  par  Msximilien  Ro^efpierre,  p.  tS5« 
»  See  OaLBAHS. 

A  McfQioures  de  la  Dochefle  dc  PplSgrne,  par  In  C^mteHe  Diane  de 
PoHgnac,  p-  ig.  ♦ 
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queen  vf2&  charged  ixdth  the  mod  atrocious  a6b  and 
fanguinary  intentions.  The  chain  of  communication 
betweeii  the  confpirators  in  the  capital,  and  the  dif- 
aiFefled  in  the  country,  was  fo  regularly  maintained, 
that  the  moft  inconfiderable  villages  in  the  kingdom 
were  poifoned  with  the  flanders  and  agitated  by  the 
fears  which  had  been  communicated  to  them  from 
the  junto  in  the  Palais  Royal^. 

Meanwhile  the  king  mfcovered  that  every  mea- 
fure  he  adopted,  far  from  conciliating,  tended  to 
alienate  his  fubjeds.  He  faw  the  rage  of  his  ene- 
mies increafe  with  their  power,  found  himfelf  open 
to  every  calumny,  expofed  to  the  mofl  virulent  at- 
tacks, feebly  defended,  and  threatened  with  a  total 
defertion  of  his  troops.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
he  determined  to  change  his  mode  of  proceeding, 
to  reprefs  licentioufhefs  ere  it  acquired  too  great  an 
afcendancy,  and  to  fecure  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom 
by  timely  exertion.  He  refolved  to  remove  from 
Paris  thofe  troops  who  were  difpofed  to  relinquifh 
all  obedience,  and  to  replace  them  with  others  who 
might  at  once  protedl  the  city,  and  reftrain  the 
turbulent.  For  this  purpofe  an  army  was  coUeAed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris  under  the  command 
of  marfhal  Broglio.  The  violent  members  of  the 
aflembly  exerted  themfelves  in  the  moft  ftrenuous 
manner  againft  this  ad  of  prerogative,  and  en- 
deavoured to  mifreprefent  the  king's  whole  conduft 
and  intentions  by  the  moft  flanderous  reports ;  but 
thefe  were  fo  unfounded  in  triith,  and  afterwards  de- 
nied fo  pofitively  and '  fpontaneoufly  by  the  king 
himfelf,  that  impartial  judgment  rejefts  the  grofs 

*  See  Arthur  Young's  Travels,  p.  119.  151.  i6s.  168.  And  for 
a  remarkable  fpecimen  of  tbtfe  flanders,  fee  Lettre  d*un  Fran^ais  fur 
les  Moyens  qui  ontop6ie  la  Revolution,  p.  tx,  la.  where  ao  account 
is  given  of  a  pretended  letter  written  by  the  queen  to  Delaunay,  go- 
vernor of  the  Baftille,  and  intercepted,  in  which  were  th6(e  words: 
«<  The  moft  elorious  day  of  my  life  will  be  that  when  I  fliall  wafli  my 
«<  hands  in  thcublbod  of  Frenchmen/* 

and 


LOUIS  XVI.-.THE  QUEEN,  &c.  3 

alid  improbable  fallacy '.     Whatever  might  be  the 
views  of  the  monarch,  they  were  completely  de- 
feated by  the  indifcretion  or  marfhal  Broglio.     He 
crouded  his  infantry  into  three  or  four  little  camps 
in  the  vicinity  of  Paris,  expofed  to  the  feduftion  of 
women  of  the  town,  to  the  temptation  of  good  cheer, 
and  the  blandiflmients  of  the  Palais  Royal.     His  ca- 
valry and  large  artillery  were  difpofed  iij  a  manner 
equally  injudicious;    and  his.  whole  pofition   was 
cdculated  to  defeat  the  purpofes  of   his  encamp- 
ment*^.    The  court,   however,   unacquainted  with 
thefe  difadvantages,  announced  a  change  of  minifters,  change  of 
which  accelerated  the  plans  of  the  infurgents,  and  ™»n»ftry* 
occafioned  the  capture  of  the  Baftille,  and  the  other  Revolu- 
events  which  are  generally  confidered  as  the  com-  ^^^' 
mencement  of  the  revolution  \ 

When  the  king  was  informed  of  thefe  fatal  tranf-  Conduaof 
aSions,  he  took,  without  delay,  fuch  meafures  as  he  ^^*  ^°^' 
confidered  mod  judicious  for  allaying  the  popular 
ferment.  He  delivered  himfelf,  without  hefitation, 
to  the  proteftion  of  that  afTembly  which  had  yet 
only  exifted  to  degrade, brave,  and  infult  him.  He  ap- 
peared among  them  without  ceremony  or  attendance, 
addrefled  them  in  terms  of  conciliation  and  tender- 
nefs ;  he  convinced  them  how  innocent  he  was  of 
any  hoftile  defigns,  and  immediately  ordered  the 
troops  to  be  withdrawn.  The  next  day  he  con- 
fented  to  the  recal  of  Necker  ;  and  the  triumph  of  the 
fa^iious  was  complete '.  Say,  detraftors  of  this  un- 
fortunate monarch,  was  it  fear,  was  it  the  bafe  delire 
of  preferving  a  degraded  and  precarious  exiftence,  or 
was  it  that  dread  of  occafioning  the  blood-fhed  of  his 
ungrateful  fubjefts,  from  which  all  his  fuflferings 
proceeded,  that  now  aftuated  his  conduft  ?    That  it 

P  Memoire  de  Lally  TollenfUl,  p.  75.  quoted  m  Hiftorical.  Sketch 
ot  the  French  Revolution,  p.  183.      *  *    ' 

s  Lifeof  Dumouriez,  vol.  ii.  p.  41. 
'  See  Orleans. 
■  Impartiai  Hiitory,  vol.  i.  p.  135,  &c.  &c. 
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tiras  not  fear  is  manifeft  from  the  refolutioh  he 
adopted,  in  defpite  of  every  remonftrance,  to  vifit  the 
capital,  the  very  den  of  his  ferocious  enemies,  in 
perfon;  and  to  expofe,  without  defence,  a  life 
which  he  could  never  be  induced  to  fecure  by  en« 
Emigra-  dangering  the  life  of  another  ^  But  that  fear  which 
**®°**  he  was  incapable  of  feeling  for  himfelf,  he  exprefled 
in  the  mod  benignant  manner  for  his  friends  whofe 
lives  were  threatened.  He  preferred  divefting  hini' 
felf  of  the  affiftance  and  fociety  of  his  mod  affec- 
tionate adherents,  to  the  ad  of  retaining  them  at  the 
rifk  of  thofe  horrible  events  which  had  already 
ftained  Paris  with  blood,  and  to  which  the  pro- 
fcriptions  of  the  Palais  Royal  obvioufly  pointed.  He 
infifted  on  the  departure  of  the  count  d'Artots,  the 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Polignac^  and  feveral  other 
perfons  whofe  fei  vices  and  fidelity  had  endeared  them 
to  him  and  the  queen.  He  added  his  commands  to 
her  entreaties,  and  finally  prevailed  on  them  to  aban- 
don a  country  which  they  confidered  only  under  the 
influence  of  a  temporary  phrenzy,  and  to  which  they 
-hoped  fpeedily  to  return  in  fafety  and  peace ". 
m\i  July.  Cheerlefs  and  dreary  was  the  king*s  progrefs  from 
King's  vi-  Verfailles  to  Paris ;  uncomfortable  the  afped  of  every 
fit  to  Fans,  ^bjeft  on  his  approach.  The  journey  was  under- 
takeh  in  contradiftion  to  the  fuggeftions- of  pni- 
ti^htial  advice,  and  the  pleadings  of  connubial  ten- 
derhefs.  The  recent  events,  the  confirmed  domination 
of  a  party  who  wifhed  his  deflruftion,  the  abfencc 
of  his  friends,  and  the  triumph  of  his  enemies,  fhed 
over  the  mind  of  the  king  that  deje£tion  which 
difplayed  itfelf  in  fpite  of  every  effort.  Palenefs 
altered  his  countenance,  forrow  caft  a  (hade  over 
his  features,  melancholy  marked  the  brow  of  fuffer- 
ing  majefty.  He  furveyed  the  fpedators  with  an 
eager  gaze,  and  fmiled  at  thofe  he  recollected }  but 

*  Impartial  Htftorj,  vol.  i.  p.  141,  &c.  &c.    Con}uration  de  d*0r» 
leans,  vol.ii.  p.  76. 
o  Mcmoireadc  la  DucbeiZe  de  PoIignaCj  p.  ss>  35. 
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yrith  a  fmile  which  ill  concealed  the  anguifh  of  bis* 
foul*.  The  unufual  cry  of  vive  la  nation!  while 
that  of  vive  le  roi !  was  fuppreffed  by  order  of  la 
Fayette ;  the  refufal  to  permit  the  gardes-du-corps 
to  enter  the  city,  and  the  delivery  of  the  king  to  the 
national  guard,  who  formed  a  triple  row  on  each 
fide  his  carriage,  were  inaufpicious  circumftances. 
His  paffage  to  the  hotel  de  ville^  under  a  long  arch 
of  pikes  and  naked  fwords'',  the  infolent  fpeech 
of  Bailly,  and  the  compelled  affumption  of  the 
national  cockade,  were  mortifications  equally  new 
and  degrading*.  Yet  the  fmcere  patriotifm  of 
the  king,  his  love  for  the  people,  and  the  genuine 
candour  and  goodnefs  of  his  difpofition,  at  length 
vanquiflied  enmity,  and  melted  fullennefs.  The 
pathetic  emotion  with  which  he  pronounced  the 
words,  "  My  people  may  always  rely  upon  my 
"  affeftion,"  and  his  appearance  at  the  window  of 
the  hotel  de  ville^  adorned  with  the  newly  adopted 
badge  of  patriotifm,  diffufed  general  joy  ;  the  cry  of 
W)e  le  roi!  could  be  no  longer  reftrained.  The 
returning  love  and  confidence  of  his  people,  reftored 
tranquillity  and  joy  to  the  monarch,  and  fent  him 
to  Verfailles  with  every  appearance  of  content  and 
fatisfadtion  \ 

The  aflfembly,  now  freed  from  all  reftraint,  and  Conduftof 
influenced  by  a  faftion  which  had  vi^ews  the  moft  ^'j^  *®^"*" 
hoftile  to  the  perfon  and  dignity  of  the  monarch,  no    ^* 
longer  preferved  any  decency  or  refpeft  in  their  pro* 
ceedings.     They  made  the  moft  wanton  attacks  on 
property  of  every  kind ;   and  while  they  were  isu 
ceffantiy  clamorous  about  the  miferies  of  the  king- 
dom, and  the  infubordinarion  6f  the  people,  took 
po  ftep  to  reprefs  licentioufnefs  or  ftrengthen  the 

>  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  143,  &c.  &c.    Conjuration  de  d*Oi^ 
leant,  vol.ii.  p.  Si. 
y  Pagh,  vol.i.  p.  167. 
'  See  Bailly  and  Orleah 8. 
'  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  i^S*    Rabaud^s  Hiftoiyi  p.  1149  &e. 
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hands  of  government.  On  the  contrary,  they  re- 
fcmded  the  propofed  advantages  of  loans  till  they 
failed  for  want  of  fubfcribers ;  they  (hewed,  in  all 
their  debates,  a  marked  diftruft  and  contempt  for 
the  king  * ;  and  when  complaints  were  made  of  the 
murders  committed,  a  popular  member,  Barnave, 
aflced,  with  a  fneer,  "  If  the  blood  which  had  been 
**  fhed  was  fo  remarkably  pure  ^  ?*' 
Trwtnjent  Yet  thefe  violences,  while  unrefifted,  failed  of 
^  *  '"^'  producing  the  effefts  expeded  by  the  confpirators ; 
they  felt  the  neceflity  of  creating  an  oppofition  real 
or  fiftitious,  and  ufing  it  to  aid  their  calumnies  and 
4th  Aug.  tt^eafonable  machinations.  For  this  purpofe  they 
paffed,  without  deliberation,  a  feries  of  decrees  by 
which  all  the  property  in  the  kingdom,  ecclefiaftical 
and  civil,  was  invaded,  and  preffed  the  king  to 
fanftion  them  without  delay  ;  which,  after  fome  re- 
monftrance,  he  did ;  and  thus  their  firft  attack  was 
parried  ^  After  this,  the  affembly  paffed  a  declar- 
ation of  the  rights  of  man,  and  fome  few  articles  of  a 
new  conftitution,  which  the  king,  confidering  them 
only  as  parts  of  a  larger  work,  declined  fanftioning, 
till  he  faw  their  application  to  fome  confiftent,  uni- 
form whole,  and  retained  them  in  his  poffeffion, 
without  expreffing  his  decided  approbation  or  diCr 
approbation.  This  was  immediately  converted  into 
a  ground  of  oppofition  and  virulent  abufe.  Myfterious 
reports  were  circulated  of  the  moft  alarming  ten- 
dency, of  a  prdjeft  to  carry  off  the  king,  diffolve  the 
affembly,  and  enflave  the  nation.  Such  fchemes  are  de» 
mpnftrated  to  have  been  impoffible,  from  the  invin- 

'*  Sec  particularly  the  debates  on  the  dfclaration  of  the  riglitsof 
inap,  on  the  veto,  on  ihe  king's  inviolability,  and  on  the  i'ucceUion  19 
the  crown. 

«  Hiftorical  Effay  on  the  Ambition  and  Conquefts  of  France,  p.  154. 
where  the  fate  of  this  incendiaiy  is  thus  defcribed:  *<  BARNAyE  was 
<<  perfecuted  for  a  long  time,  driven  from  place  to  place,  and  at  lafl 
<*  feized  and  executed.  Thus  he  expiated  with  his  ovvn  blood  that 
**  cruel  anfwer  he  had  made  to  Lally,  when  exclaiming  againft  the 
"  murders  of  Berth ier  and  Foulon." 

^  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p*  217*    Debates'. 
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able  obftacles  which  would  have  oppofed  the  king's 
flight  from  Verfailies,  and  from  his  total  want  of 
money^  which  he  could  only  have  drawn  from 
Paris*.  To  thefe  fuggeftions  were  added  the  untrue 
reports  of  the  orgies  of  the  gardes-du-corpSj  and  the 
threats,  of  immediate  famine,  in  order  to  raife  the 
mob  of  Paris,  and  atchieve  the  conqueit  and  debafe- 
ment  of  the  king. 

Such  were,  in  general,  the  caufes  which  led  to  the  5<i»  <^ft. 
horrible  outraees  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  Oftober,  ^^^^^^^^ 
which  are  defcribed  under  another  head  ^  It  is  *  *°*^ 
only  necefiary  here  to  mention  the  condud  and 
fituatiop  of  the  royal  family.  The  king,  totally 
ignorant  of  what  was  paffmg  at  Paris,  which  un* 
doubtedly  was  not  the  cafe  with  the  leading  con- 
fpirators  in  the  affembly,  had  been  preffed  to  fanftion 
thofe  decrees  which  he  had  before  referved  for  con* 
fideration;  and,  on  that  day,  returned  an  anfwer 
expreffed  in  the  moft  prudent  and  moderate  terms  *♦  , 
It  produced  a  great  emotion;  and  the  .impartial 
public,  if  its  voice  had  not  been  forcibly  fuppreffed, 
would  have  approved  it  **.  The  affembly,  however^ 
received  it  with  infolence  and  difdain,  and  infifted  on 
the  immediate  and  unqualified  fanftion.  The  king,  ii>  . 
the  mean  time,  went  to  Meudon,  to  enjoy  the  diver- 
fion  of  hunting,  in  which  he  was  engaged,  when  an 
exprefs  came  to  inform  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  mob 
from  Paris  to  demand  bread.  "  Alas  !'*  he  exclaim- 
ed, '« if  I  had  it  I  fhould  not  wait  to  be  alked.'* 
He  refolved  immediately  to  return ;  when  a  chevalier 
de  St.  Louis,  aware  of  the  danger  of  his  fituation, 
exhorted  him  not  to  fear.  "  I  never  was  afraid  in 
^*  my  life,"  was  the  monarch's  reply.  Though 
there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  that  the  infligators  of  this 
horrible  fcene  had  in  contemplation  the  murder  of 

^  Sur  rAdminiftration  de  M.  Necker,par  lui  meinet  p.  I9&. 

'SeeORLEANS, 

t  Appendix,  No.  T. 

^  Necker  on  the  Reyblutioiii  vol.  i.  p.  %^^. 
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the  kinff^  ftill  the  ipirit  of  loyaltf  uru  not  yet 
fo  entirely  extinft  that  they  durft  openly  profefs  it. 
But  the  arts  of  calumny  had  been  fo  fuccefsfui  that 
they  were  under  no  fuch  reftraint  with  rdpe£t  to  thie 
queen.  Her  they  reviled  with  the  moft  opprobrious 
appellations,  and  ftigmatized  with  the  moft  odious 
crimes.  Againft  her  they  vented  threats  which  wouM 
make  the  heart  of  humanity  fhudder,  in  terms  which 
to  rq>eat  would  infult  the  ear  of  modefty.  When 
^  the  king  returned  to  Verfailles,  he  found  thepofition 
of  affairs  much  more  alarming  than  he  had  been 
taught  to  exped.  He  found  the  city  inundated 
with  a  clamorous  and  fanguinary  mob,  thp  court 
under  the  agitation  of  terror,  and  the  council  par* 
tsJdng  in  the  general  alarm.  It  was  propofed,  in 
council,  that  the  royal  family  (hould  be  removed  ( 
of  the        but  that  propofition  being  ovter*ruled  ^,  the  queen 


^ueeii} 


1  Much  hat  been  faid  by  tboie  writers  whoinitfton  the  lcif^'%  titv 
lincerity  rerpefting  his  carriages  beini^  brought  outy  from  which  an  in* 
tended  elca^e  is  ftrongiy  inferred.  In  explanation  of  This  Trat)laAio1i» 
X  ihall  cite  the  words  of  an  intelligent  cabintt  tyiioiaer  and  ieye>wirv 
nefs :  "  The  king*s  private  opinion  was  to  await  the  ftomij  and 
^*  if  it  had  been  intended  to  conceal  this  truth,  the  oncers  on  duty 
^*  with  the  king  ought  to  have  been  forbidden  ref>eatedlyto  afieit,  that 
*'  they  heard  him  pacing  acrofs  his  apartment,  and  Icvefal  times  cK- 
*'  claiming,  with  a  fentiment  of  repugnance  and  indignation,  A  fugi- 
*'  tive  kingl  A  fugitive  king !— He  determroed,  however,  to  order  Ms 
"  carriages;  but  the  trac^  having  been  cut  or  taken  away  by  the 
**  people  of  Verfaillcs,  who  wifhed  at  all  hazards  to  oppofe  the  de- 
**  |)arture  of  the  court,  frefh  doubts  arofe,  and  a  fecond  confultatioh 
*'  was  refolved  upon.  Within  the  palace  there  was  a  general  ag^Mtioni 
**  and  the  queen,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours,  held  two  dircftjy  con- 
•*  trary  opinions.  The  king,  furrounded  and  preceded  by  his  guards, 
^^  would,  I  'think,  have  overcome  any  refiitance  from  the  peop^;  but 
*'  the  excellent  difpofition  of  the  prince  would  not  allow  him  to  be 
**  the  occaHon  and  witnefs  of  a  tumult  where  the  effufion  of  Wood 
**  would  probably  be  inevitable.  However,  at  a  time  and  in  circtrttr- 
•«  ftances  where  even  the  king^s  perfon  might  be  expofed,  it  is  cvidrtit 
•'  that  he  miift  neceflTarily  decide  for  himfclf,  and  he  refolved  to  remain 
«•  atVerlailles."  Neckeron'the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  a6i.  From  this 
narrative  it  appears,  that  though  the  king  would  not  impede  the  dejpar- 
tureof  his  family,  and  would  even  have  departed  himfelf,  had  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  of  the  cabinet  directed  the  meafure  ;  yet  he  confidered 
the  propofal  with  horror,  and  was  fo  firm  in  his  dif)K)fition  to  mercy> 
that  not  even  the  advice  of  his  minifters  could  have  induced  him  to  adopt 
a  mode  of  condu6l  which  might  haveoccafioned  the  effufion  of  blood. 
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was  informed,  that  as  the  fury  and  mdice  of  the  in- 
furgents  were  peculiarly  pointed  againft  her,  it  would 
be  highly  proper  to  withdraw,  for  fonie  time  at 
leaft,  from  Verfailles,  Her  anfwer  was  truly  con- 
fiftent  with  the  magnanimity  (he  had  always  dif» 
played.  **  I  am  determined  never  to  forfake  my 
**  hufband :  if  the  Parifians  are  bent  on  murdering 
**  me,  I  will  die  at  the  feet  of  the  king/* 

Meanwhile  the  affembly  were  infulted  lefs  by  ofthcaf. 
the  licentious  proceedings  of  the  mob,  who  di£^  fcmbly^ 
claimed  every  appearance  of  refpeft,  than  by  the 
open  triumph  of  thofe  members  of  their  own  body 
who  were  known  to  inftigate  fuch  proceedings. 
From  them  the  infurgents  received  a  new  impuife, 
and  from  ciamouring  for  bread,  and  venting  execra* 
tions  againft  the  gardes-du^corpsj  began  to  demaad 
a  fimple  and  unconditional  affent  to  the  decrees  pre. 
fented  to  the  king ;  and  twelve  of  them  infifted  on 
accompanying  Mounier,  the  prefident,  and  the  reft 
of  the  deputation  into  his  prefence.  The  king  receiTed 
them  with  fo  much  dignity  and  gracioufnefe  as  ia- 
ftantly  overcame  all  their  prejudices ;  he  convinced 
them  that  no  effort  of  his  was  wanting,  or  fliould  ever 
be  wantmg,  to  procure  them  fupplies  of  provifions, 
coRq>lied  with  their  requeft  of  a  written  order^ 
though  he  knew  it. mud  be  ineffedual,  and  fent  them 
from  his  prefence  mollified,  weeping,  smd  even 
fainting.  Mounier  and  his  fix  colleagues,  howevHeK» 
did  not  abandon  their  purfuit ;  they  perfevered  in 
preffing  his  acceptance  of  the  preliminary  articles  of 
the  conftitution,  pretending  that  public  tranquillity 
would  refult  from  the  conc^on.  Againft  this  ar- 
gument the  king  was  never  obdurate :  he  yielded, 
after  a  ftruggle  protraded  till  eleven  o'clock  at 
night,  which  demonftrates  that  what  fear  for  him- 
felf  or  folicitude  for  his  family  could  not  effeft,  was 
inflantaneoufly  produced  by  a  fuggeftion  of  fparing 
the  blood  of  his  people.  Such  was  the  conduct  of 
the  king )  '^  but  pofterity  will  never  &rget  the  mo- 
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**  ment  chofen  by  the  aflembly  to  confecrate  the 
**  theory  of  the  rights  of  man,  and  to  lay  the  corner 
•*  ftone  of  the  temple  of  liberty  •".'* 
Magnani.  I  pafs  over  intermediate  tranfaftions,  till  la  Fayette, 
ail^°^'^*  having  arrived  and  had  an  interview  with  the  king, 
took  the  refponlibility  of  all  further  events  on  him- 
felf,  and  advifed  Mounier  to  adjourn  the  affembly. 
The  king  appears  to  have  been  tranquillized  by  the 
promifes  of  the  general,  and  to  have  confided  in  the 
effeft  of  his  exertions;  but  the  queen  informed  of 
the  inveteracy  of  the  Parifian  mob  againft  her,  ac- 
quainted with  the  criminal  views  qT  the  Orleans 
iaflion,  and  perhaps,  perfonally  fufpicious  of  la 
Fayette,  retired  to  her  clofet,  prepared  to  expeft 
fome  dreadful  event.  Yet  (he  did  not  give  way 
to  apprehenfion,  or  exhibit  fymptoms  of  fear.  She 
replied  to  thofe  who  fuggefted  their  thoughts  on 
her  danger,  "  I  know  that  the  people  come  to  de* 
•'  mand  my  life ;  I  have  learned  from  my  mother 
**  not  to  fear  death,  and  I  will  await  it  with  courage." 
It  is  aflerted,  that  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night,  fhe 
received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  miniftry,  informing 
her,  that  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  (he  would 
be  murdered ;  that  (he  read  it  without  emotion,  dif- 
mified  her  attendants  without  imparting  its  contents, 
retired  to  bed  and  enjoyed  a  few  hours  repofe, 
which  enabled  her  to  undergo  tlje  fatigues  and 
horrors  of  the  enfiiing  day  K 
6th  oa.  At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  an  immenle  mul** 
Further  titude  prefented  themfelves  at  the  gates  of  the  palace, 
which  were  feebly  defended  or  rather  bafely  betrayed 
by  the  gardes  Franfai/es^  to  whofe  care  la  Fayette 
had  intruded  them.  They  ran  through  the  various 
apartments,  breathing  blood,  and  (houting  obloquies, 
which  to  repeat  would  caufe  a  blu(h  on  the  cheek 
of  impudicity.     The  gdrdes-du-corpSy  fome  of  whom 

^  Sur  I^Adminiftration  de  M.  Nec|ccr,  p.  3.0S.  Seealfio  the  quotation 
from  Lally  Tollendal,  in  the  Conjuration  ded^Orleans,  vol.ii.  p.  ii8. 
^  Montjojre.  Conjuration  dc  d'Orleans,  vol.  ii.  p.  sjx. 
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haArftaiait^  in  tlgp  palace,  and  who  had  not  gone 
to  bed;  thoughrfiiot  immediately  on  duty,  hear- 
ing this  dreadful  uproar,  refolved  to  devote  their 
utmoft   eflFoTts    to    fave    their    unfortunate    fove- 
reigns.    Twelve  of  them,  headed  by  Luillier,  com<» 
mander  of  the  Scotch  company,  oppofed  the  mob 
on  the  flair  cafe.  **  'Nlfrefches,"  cried  the  brave  com- 
mander, "  refpeft  the  fetxeat  of  your  king.'*     The 
populace,  however,  rufhed  on,  and  the  guards  re-  ^ 
folved  to  favor  the  retreat  of  the  intended  vi&ims, 
difputed  the  paflage  with  the  aifailants  foot  by  foot. 
They  barricaded    the   queen's    anti-chamber,   and 
fome  of  them  ran  to  the  door  6{  her  room,  entreat- 
ing  her  to  fly.     The  mob  forced  the  entrance,  and 
ruflied  with  redoubled  fury  and  a  quickened  defire  of 
blood  towards  her  majefty's  bed  chamber.     She, 
ever  prefcrving  that   digmfied    pfefence  of   mind 
which  was  her  charafteriftic,  had  retired  by  a  private 
pafiage  under  the  room  called  the  (sil  dehtEif^  into  the 
king's  chamber,  attended  only  by  tfe^arquife  dc 
Tourzel,  holding  the  princefs  royal  by  the  hand,  and 
the  count  de  St.  Aulaire   carrying    the^  dauphin. 
When  fhe  arrived  the  king  was  not  there;^  he,  no  lefs 
alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  the  partner  of  his\heart  and 
crown,  had  gone  to  her  room  by  another  pafTage.     ^ 
What  mufl  have  been  the  agonizing  fenfations  ^of  » 

thefe  perfeciited  perfonages  at  the  moment !  Hiftory 
or  fidtion  can  hardly  prefent  a  fituation  equally 
critical  and  affefting.  The  king  regaining  his  own 
apartment,  rejoined  his  confort  and  children. 

Meanwhile  the  aflaffins  proceeded  in  their  work 
of  blood;  they  had  overpowered  the  gardes-du-corpry 
and  after  murdering  two  of  them  in  the  anti-cham- 
ber, and  feveral  more  in  the  osil  de  b(zuf\  had  taken 
as  many  more  as  they  could  find  prifoners,  referving  • 
them  for  the  fame  fate.  The  Parifian  guards,  not 
equally  inveterate  againfl  them  with  thofe  of  Ver- 
faiUes,  finding  that  it  was  not  true  that  they  wore 
the  black  codkade,  as  had  been  faid^  began  to  feel 
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emotions  of  pity.  The  unfortunate  gMrdes^durtarpi 
performed  prodigies  of  valor  in  the  defence  of  the 
royal  family  and  of  themfelves.  A  party  of  eight  had 
fought  their  way  out  of  the  palace,  and  concealed 
themfelves  in  a  houfe  in  the  town  ;  but  were  difco- 
rered  by  the  mob,  who  prepared  to  put  them  to 
death  under  the  king's '  windows.  One  of  them, 
venerable  by  his  age,  his  white  hairs  and  dignified 
military  appearance,  exclaimed,  "  Our  lives  are  in 
*^  your  power ;  you  may  murder  us ;  our  cxift- 
**  cncc  will  be  fliortcned  by  a  few  moments,  but  we 
**  will  not  die  difhonored.'*  This  lafFefting  addrefs 
was  loft  on  the  mob  of  Paris  and  the  national  guard 
of  Verfailles;  but  the  national  gulrd  of  Paris  exclaim- 
ed, **  No,  we  will  not  kill  brave  fellows  like  you,'*  and 
rufliing  between  them  and  the  murderers,  faved  their 
Kves.  The  king,  learning  the  danger  of  his  faithful 
adherents,  thoughtlefs  of  peril,  ran  into  the  bal* 
cony,  and  fhewed  himfelf  to  the  people ;  crying, 
*'  Quarter!  fpare  my  gardes-du-corpsJ*  The  impref- 
fion  of  tenderjifefs  was  begun  amongft  the  grenadiers; 
this  generous  folicitude  augmented  it,  and  it  was 
completed  by  the  aftion  of  the  gardes-du-corps  them- 
felves who  had  remained  in  the  apartment  with  the 
royal  family  :  They  too  came  into  the  balcony, 
threw  away  their  arms  and  waving  their  hats,  in 
which  they  had  mounted  the  tri-coloured  cockade, 
cried  vive  la  nation  !  The  Parifians  completely  fub- 
dued,  anfwered,  n)ive  le  roi !  and  every  effort  was 
ufed  to  fave  the  gardes -du-corps^  of  whom  all  that 
could  be  found  were  paraded  under  the  window  with 
acclamations. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  la  Fayette  had  -made 
his  appearance  on  horfeback,  and  having  collefted  a 
body  of  grenadiers,  aflifted  in  refcuing  feveral  parties 
of  gardes'du'Corps  from  the  aff^ffins,  and  in  clewing 
the  palace  from  the  mob;  who  having  in  the  mo- 
ments of  rage  at  the  queen's  efcape  cut  her  bed 
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in  various  places^  with  fwdrds  and  fcythes  intaided 
for  her  perfon,  were  direfting  their  attention  to  the 
more  profitable  employ  of  carrying  off  the  furniture. 
Aid^d  by  captain  Oondrail  of  th^  Paris  national 
guard,  la  Fayette  effefted  his  purpofe;  and  hopes  of 
tranquillity  began  to  be  entertained. 

This  appearance  was  deftruftive  to  the  views  of 
the  faftion;  they  faw  all  their  labour  fruftrated  by  acci- 
dent, unexpefted  heriofm,  and  irrefiftible  fympathy. 
To  counteraft  this,  they  inftigated  the  mob  to  de* 
mand  the  queen's  appearance  in  the  balcony,  hopkig 
thus  to  revive  the  popular  fury.  She  obeyed  the 
fummons  without  hefitation,  holding  her  two  chil- 
dren, one  in  each  hand.  This  pathetic,  though 
filent  appeal  to  the  feelings  of  all  the  fpeflators 
increafed  the  rage,  as  it  augmented  the  <iifappoint- 
ment  of  her  enemies  :  "  No  children  !  No  children,*' 
they  exclaimed.  The  intrepid  princefs  retired  a 
moment  and  returned  unaccompanied :  this  aft  of 
heriofm  operated  eledrically ;  vive  la  reine !  burft 
from  every  mouth. 

All  the  labors  of  the  confpirators  were  again  loft ;  The  kiirg 
a  new  refource  muft  be  tried  :  it  prefented  itfelf  in-^  ^^tipLS, 
ftantaneoufly.— A  feeble  cry  was  raifed  at  firftj— 
«  To  Paris  !  The  king  to  Paris  !"  This  audacious 
attempt  on  the  liberty  of  the  monarch  furpaffed  ex- 
peSation  ;  La  Fayette  and  his  corps  were  filent  and 
amazed,  the  friends  of  the  king  ftupified,  while  the 
clamour  increafed,  and  the  demand  was  vociferoufly 
repeated.  Two  members  of  the  national  affembly, 
vhich  was  then  fitting,  were  near  the  king;  he 
defired  them  to  go  to  the  prefident,  to  inform  him  of 
his  fituation,  and  fay,  that  he  requefted  the  aid  and 
counfel  of  the  legiflative  body,  and  that  they  would 
immediately  come  and  hold  their  fitting  in  the  hall 
called  the  Hall  of  Hercules.  Mounier  would  have 
cbtt)plied  with  this  propofition,,  but  was  oppofed  by 
Mirabieau,  who  faid,  the  prefident  could  not  compel 
them  to  %o  "without  deliberation ;  and  in  difcuffing^ 
15  the 
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the  queftion,  obferved,  that  ^^  it  was  unbecoming 
♦*  their  dignity,  and  even  unwife  to  accede  to  the 
**  invitation ;  that  freedom  of  debate  would  be  loft 
^^  in  a  royal  palace,  and  that  it  would  be  enough  to 
•'  fend  a  deputation  of  fix-and-thirty  members  to 
**  advife  with  the  king/* — "  Our  dignity,"  £dd 
Mounier,  *'  is  beft  fupported  by  a  confcientious  dif- 
*^  charge  of  our  duty  j  it  is  our  facred  duty  not  to 
•'  abandon  the  fovereign  in  this  moment  of  diftrefs 
^^  and  danger ;  and  we  fhouid  be  liable  to  never- 
"  ceafing  reproaches  if  we  omitted  to  fulfil  it/*  The 
majority,  however,  adopted  the  opinion  of  Mirabeau. 
When  the  king  and  his  friends  were  informed  of 
thefe  fads,  and  the  danger  of  trufting  himfelf  to  a 
licentious  and  fanguinary  multitude  was  ftrongly 
reprefented  to  him,  he  anfwered,  that  he  would 
not  permit  any  more  blood  to  be  fhed  in  his  quarrel, 
but  would  go.  This  intelligence  was  communicated 
to  the  mob,  and  received  with  demonftrations  of 
fatisfa£tion.  The  aifembly  immediately  decreed  that 
they  were  infeparable  from  the  perfon  of  the  king, 
and  that  a  deputation  of  one  hundred  ihould  attend 
him  to  Paris.  It  was  not  amongft  the  leaft  remark- 
able circumftances  of  thefe  eventful  days,  that  while 
they  thought  thirty-fix  of  their  members  fufficient 
to  advife  with  and  proteft  their  fovereign  in  the 
moment  of  embarraffment  and  danger,  not  lefs  than 
an  hundred  would  partake  the  pleafure  of  witnefiing 
his  degradation  and  difgrace. 
His  jour-  The  fatisfadtion  of  the  mob  foon  yielded  to  brutal 
^y*  indications  of  impatience  at  the  delay  neteflarily  made 
by  this  unfortunate  femily  in  preparing  for  their 
inaufpicious  journey.  They  departed  at  one  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  in  melancholy  proceffion.  At  the 
head  of  it  was  a  wretch  known  by  the  name  of  the 
man  with  the  great  beards  who  had  difguifed  himfelf 
in  that  manner,  and,  not  contented  with  difplaying 
an  adivity  Angularly  ferocious  in  murdering  the 
gardes-dU'Corps^  had  fmeared  himfelf  all  over  with 
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blood,  fo  that  his  countenance,  his  beard,  and  his 
rags,  fonned  an  appearance  truly  loathfome.  On 
each  fide  of  him  was  a  man  carrying  the  head  of 
one  of  the  murdered  gardes^du-corps  upon  a  pike. 
After  thefe  came  a  promifcuous  rabble :  the  Pari- 
fian  army,  with  la  Fayette  at  their  head,  followed 
next.  Intermingled  with  thefe,  and  riding  on  the 
horfes,  and  on  the  carriages  of  the  cannon,  was  an 
immenfe  multitude  of  poiffardes^  intoxicated  with 
fpirituous  liquors,  licentioufnefs,  and  blood,  now 
howling  impure  fongs,  now  infulting  the  royal  cap- 
tives and  the  miferable  gardes-du-corps^  and,  at 
intervals  flopping  the  proceffion  to  dance  before  the 
windows  of  the  king's  coach,  in  a  ftyle  truly  daemo- 
niac.  Next  came  the  carriage  of  the  degraded  fo- 
vereign,  in  which  were  himfelf,  his  illuftrious  con- 
fort,  the  two  royal  children,  the  marquife  de  Tourzel,  • 
their  governefs,  her  fitter,  raonfieur  and  madame. 
Thefe  were  fucceeded  by  fome  of  the  king's  fuite  ; 
then  came  the  hundred  deputies  from  the  national 
aflembly  ;  the  gardes-du-corps  were  in  the  rear, 
difarmed  and  bare  headed,  exhaufted  with  hunger 
and  fatigue.  Several  waggons  loaded  with -flour 
provided  by  Orleans  for  the  purpofe,  concluded  the 
proceflion;  which  gave  occafion  to  the  mob,  amongfl 
other  railleries  againfl  the  unhippy  family  they  were 
fo  cruelly  infulting,  to  exclaim,  "  We  are  bring- 
"  ing  to  town  the  baker,  the  baker^s  wife,  and  the 
**  little  journeyman."  Others  fliouted,  "  Orleans  for 
"  ever !  God  fave  our  father  the  good  duke  of 
"  Orleans  !*'  This  humiliating  journey,  protraft- 
ed  by  frequent  delays  and  the  flow  progrefs  of  the 
carriage,  which  when  in  motion  went  only  a  foot  The  royal 
pace,  to  five  hours  and  a  half,  at  length  termi-  ^l^^^ll- 
nated.  The  royal  family,  exhaufled  by  diflrefs,  Paris, 
fiaitigue  and  hunger,  for  they  had  eat  nothing  the 
whole  day,  were  condufted  to  the  houl  de  villCf 
.wher«  their  patience  was  further  tried  by  a  long 
harangue  from  Moreau  de  Saint  Mery,  and  another 
7  no 
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nolefs  prolix,  but  more  abfurd,  from  Batdy,  v^ko 
called  thig  day  of  indefcribable  horrorg,  a  beaut^ 

The  palace  of  the  Louvre  was  fixed  on  for  the 
abode  of  the  royal  family*  It  had  long  been  oat  of 
repair,  and  the  removal  from  Verfailles  was  fe  fudden 
and  unexpeded,  that  orders  could  not  poffibly  be 
iffued  in  time  to  make  it  fit  for  habitation*  The 
walls  had  often  been  (tained  with  blood,  and  the 
friends  of  the  royal  family  gave  way  to  gloomy  pre^ 
fages,  which  were  too  fatally  verified.  'Die  king  had 
no  r^on  to  exped  that  the  capital  was  defigned  fox* 
his  prifon;  but  immediately  on  his  arrivai  he  r6« 
cdved  the  intimation,  when  he  was  induced  by  the 
infinuations  of  Bailly  to  gratify  the  attending  mob 
with  a  declaration  that  he  intended,  in  future,  to 
make  it  his  principal  refidence.  Not  were  the  royal 
family  long  uninformed  of  the  treatment  they  were  to 
t\p^&  from  their  gaolers.  To  gratify  wanton  curiofity^ 
ai^l  afford  a  triumph  to  an  infulting  mob,  they  were 
pbtiged  to  ihew  themfelves  every  day  at  the  windows^ 
Imd  fbme  days  more  than  once ''.  Thofe  members 
of  the  affemblv  who  had  virtue  enough  to  perceive 
the  disgrace  of^  co-operating  any  ionger  with  a  body 
ib  Odious  deferted  their  pofts ;  and  thole  who  re*' 
iq^iined,  inftead  of  healing  the  wounded  mind  of  the 
fovereign  by  any  ad  of  humanity  or  kindnefs,  began 
to  difplay  their  refolution  to  tyrannize  and  reign  in 
blood.  By  feveral  decrees  they  extended  their  owii 
power,  and  enafted  the  refponfibility  of  miniilers ; 
and  after  a  quibbling  .debate,  they  deprived  the  kmg 
€^  the  title  of  his  anceftors,  which  they  changed  to 
King  of  the  French  ^• 

Not* 

»  R»r  further  deui^ts  rer)>e£iing  thefe  two  itay«,  fee  CfLCBAiis. 
Tliefe  particulars  are  taken  from  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  n^ 
livres  ix.  &  x.  Pages,  vol.  i,  livres  xiv.  &  xv.  Moore*8  View,  c*  xir. 
U  XV.     Impartial  Hi^ory,  c.  iii.  &c.  &c. 

a  Moore'e  View,  voU  ii.  |>.  54.  63. 

o  Hiftorict  and  Debates.  Sudi  a  change  may  £eem  totally  unim- 
portant,  but  it  »  not  fo  in  fa6l.    Thofe  who  aflumed  a  right  of 

changing 
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Notwithftanding  thefe  inaufpidous  circumftances,  Behaviour 
the  genuine  goodnefs  of  the  royal  family  foon  be-  J^^^g 'n^ 
came  confpicuous.  The  difplay  of  their  charaders  queen, 
was  facilitated  by  the  abfence  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, who,  foon  after  the  6th  of  Odober,  departed 
for  England.  The  queen  was  at  firfl  fligmatized  by 
every  ipecies  of  defamation  and  abufe^;  but  an 
effort  of  charity  which  Ihe  fuggefted,  and  an  aft 
of  condefcenfipn  contributed  to  foften  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  She  redeemed  for  the  poorer  clafs  all 
their  property  pawned  at  the  Mont  de  Piete  for  fums 
not  exceeding  two'louis^dors  "^^  and  fhe  diftinguiDied 
berfelf  by  her  benevolence  to  the  widow  of  Fran9ois 
a  baker,  who  had  been  murdered  foon  after  the 
affembly  commenced  their  fittings  in  Paris,  by  fend- 
ing her  two  thoufand  crowns  (250/.)  in  money,  and 
engaging  that  the  king  and  herfelf  would  fland  god-- 
fadbier  and  godmother  to  the  child  with  which  the 
unfortunate  widow  was  pregnant  '•  The  king's 
humanity  was  already  well  known,  and  he  had 
done  a  very  popular  aft  before  he  was  forced  from 
Verfailles,  by  fending  his  rich  fervices  of  plate  to  the 
mint  *.  ^  He  now  came  abroad  almoft  every  day 
'^— — |-  -      .     -    - 1  ■     ^        -  p  -  -        J 

changing  the  royal  title  had  taken  the  firft  fiep  towards  abrogating  the 
kingly  office.  The  pubJic  mind  it  more  attached  to  long  uled  founds 
th^n  mere  abftra^l  realbners  will  be  ready  to  admit.  The  name  of 
Ofit  is  no  more  difgraccful  than  that  of  B»urh«n,  but  they  who  firtt  ap* 
plied  that  difuied  patronymic  to  the  king,  and  die  nick-name  of 
l*AMtri€biemu  to  the  oueen,  left  an  eafy  taik  to  thofe  who  afterwards 
ftigmatifed  them  by  the  appellatives  of  Mm/,  and  Madam  Vm^  CImdiuu 
and  MeJkRiia,  and  many  others  equally  odious,  which  ferved  inftead  of 
arguments  to  iniame  the  rage  of  the  mob»  and  precipitated  the  tragical 
end  of  the  foYereigns. 

P  It  was  currently  reported,  and  belieYed  by  the  people,  that  fhe  faid 
(he  ihould  not  mind  being  (hut  up  in  Paris,  provided  the  walls  of  her 
prifon  were  made  of  the  bones  of  Frenchmen.  Lettre  d*un  Francis,- 
p*  31.  fl«    From  fuch  abfurd  infinuations  arofe  the  long  beginniogj 
**  Madame  Veto  avait  promis, 
"  De  faire  ^gorger  tout  Paris." 
See  Hiftorical  Eflay  on  the  ConqueAs,  5ie.  p.  135.' 

4  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans>  vol.  ii.  p.  %^^  Siu 

'  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  16a,  eec* 

*  Idem,  p.  ISO. 

vpjL.1.  X  with 
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with  the  quetn,  who  wait  about  viewing  the  public 
buildings,  hofpitals,  and  manufadures,  fpeaking  and 
behaving  afiably  to  the  lowed  of  the  people,  and 
ftudying  by  every  means  to  regain  her  Idk  popu- 
larity. Thefe  efforts  were  attended  with  confidera- 
ble  fuccefs,  and  the  cry  of  Vive  laReine  was  frequently 
heard  in  the  itreets  ^ 

Her  popularity  was  greatly  increafed  by  her  heroic 
forbearance  when  the  judges  of  the  Chateletf  attended 
to  interrogate  her  refpe£Hng  the  trania&ions  of  the  5th 
and  6th  of  Odober.    At  firft  fhe  declined  anfwering, 
alledging  that  fhe  would  never  be  an  informer  againft 
the  king's  fubieds.    Being  again  preffed,  flie  i^th 
vented  all  further  interrogatory  by  this  fublime  re- 
ply, J* at  tout  vue^  tout  entendue^  etfai  tout  oubSie  \ 
vfiffoftsof       'fhe  Orleans  party,   though  deprived  of  thdr 
mfes/"*    leader,  had  loft  no  part  of  their  inveteracy.    Inot- 
pable  of  difcovering  any  new  faft  on  which  to  found 
a  calumnious  report,  they  recurred  to  their  former 
topics  of  fiander.    The  fable  of  the  projected  journey 
to  Metz  was  revived,  and  letters  fuppofed  to  be 
written  by  the  queen,  were  brought  forward  with 
the  moft  malignant  views  \    The  freedom  of  the 
prefs  extended  to  the  moft  wanton  licendoufhefs ; 
not  only  the  ancient  government  and  the  condud  of 
the  prefent  minifters  were  painted  in  the  blacked 
colours,  but  the  chara£{ers  of  the  king  and  queen 
were  alfo  libelled  with  a  rancour  imequalled  in  any 
age  or  country  ^. 
The  kinz       To  obviate  thefe  clamours,  and  give  the  nation  the 
goes  to  the  ^oft  e&ftual  teftimony  of  his  fincerity,  the  king 
*  '^^  ^*   W2jSi  advifed  to  a  meafure  which  every  difceming 
« man  muft  cenfure*  and  which  was  either  the  o& 
fpring  of  a  fhallow  judgment  or  the  device  of  refined 

<  Chriftte*i  Letters  on  the  Revo)utioii»  p.  fti9. 
u  Hiftories,  Conjiuation  d6  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  71.  Anecdotet* 
ice.  vol.  i.  p.  417* 
X  Conjuration  ded*0rleani,  vol.  ii,  p.  199. 
y  Moore*t  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  is;. 
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treachefy.  Dumouriez  claims  the  honor  of  It* ;  to 
fome  fiK:h  advifer  it  undoubtedly  belongs ;  Bouille 
rejyrobates  it  *,  and  every  one  who  regards  loyalty, 
or  aj^redates  confiftency,  will  join  in  his  opinion. 
Unejqpeftedly,  and  while  the  affembly  was  engaged  ♦***  ^^^* 
in  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  the  king  fent  a  meffage,  *^'^' 
importing  that  he  fliould  come  to  the  hall  about 
noon.    At  that  hour  a  deputation  of  thirty  members  ^ 

was  fent  to  meet  him,  and  he  entered  attended  by 
his  minifters,  who,  when  he  was  feated,  ranged 
themfelves  b^ind  the  arm-chair.  Then  rifing,  un- 
covered, and  bending  forward  with  benignity  and 
gracefulnefs,  Louis  pronounced  an  interefting  dif- 
courfe  on  the  ftate  of  the  country,  in  which,  after 
lamenting  the  ill  fuccefs  which  attended  the  labours 
of  the  legiflature  in  fecuring  unanimity  and  pro-  ' 
moting  happinefs,  he,  to  give  an  example  of  cordiality 
and  fincerity,  pledged  himfelf  and  the  queen,  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner,  to  maintain  the  conftitution, 
and  to  make  it  the  bafis  of  their  fon's  education. 
The  king's  voice  was  flexible  and  fonorous,  his 
manner  of  pronouncing  this  fpeech,  and  the  fenti- 
ments  it  contained  \  made  a  great  impreflion  on  the 
members  and  the  people  in  the  galleries,  who,  as 
well  as  himfelf,  were  (landing  and  uncovered.  They 
interrupted  him  with  frequent  plaudits,  and  when 
he  was  withdrawn  pafled  a  vote  of  dianks,  and 
immediately  formed  the  famous  conftitutional  oath  ^ 
The  good  efieds  of  this  meafure  were  confined  and 
transitory,  its  ill  confequences  extenfive  and  perma- 
nent. It  excited  a  temporary  enthufiafm  in  thofe 
few  who  were  not  before  decidedly  attached  to  any 
IHktty,  but  it  rendered  the  royamts  hopelefs  and 

*  Life  of  Dumouriecy  vol.  it.  p.  So. 

*  BouiU£*t  Memoirsy  p.  i%%. 

^  One  of  thefe  fentimenu,  though  well  JcnowD»  caonot  be  too  often 
itcollefted  when  the  chamber  of  the  monarch  is  in  queftion.  Speak- 
ing of  the  ptoplei  he  Aid,  «  Cehmfnfh  f^  m^tfifi  eUr,  a  dm  mm*4s/kr9 
"  pitjtfms  am/,  fuand  9n  wutmt  €onJoler  dt  mafeitut  f '* 

^  See  the  Hittorieti  and  Coopiratioo  de  d^Orleant,  vol.  iii.  p.  35. 
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hearr-ftruck,  while  the  Jacobins  triumphed  at  &emg 
the  king  furreader  himfelf  irredeein2d>ly  into  thdr 
hands.     The  momentary  effufion  of  loyalty  and 
gratitude  foon  fubfided,  and  the  d^traftors  of  the 
royal  family,  both  in  and  out  of  the  aflembly,  re- 
fumed  their  wonted  audacity. 
>ubiic«.        Yet  the  affembly  had  then  no  hopes  that  the 
red"book!*  People    would    always    be    fatisfied  with    general 
clamours  or  unproved  aflertions.     Every  document 
pr  fad  they  had  yet  brought  to  light  had  tended, 
contrary  to  their  expedations,  to  evince  the  innQ- 
'  cence  and  virtues  of  the  king  and  queen*    The 
plenty  which  reigned  in  Paris  from  the  period  of  the 
departure  of  Orleans  proved  that  the  fcardty  was 
not  to  be  attributed  to  them.     The  deftrudion  of 
the  Baftille  demonflrated,  by  the  paucity  of  pri- 
foners  found  there,  the  purity  of  the  king's  admi- 
niftration.     The  moft  fevere  fcrutiny  of  the  public 
expenditure  could  not  fupply  an  inftance  of  mifcon- 
dud.     In  this  dilemma,  the  committee  of  inquiry 
fuggefted  the  propriety  of  infpefting  the  red  book. 
This  requeft  was  rehiftantly  agreed  to  by  Necker, 
relying  on  the  pofitive  affurance  of  Camus  that  its 
contents  fhould  not  be  difclofed ;  the  perfidious  de* 
puty,  however,  as  foon  as  the  regifter  was  delivered 
to  him,  caufed  it  to  be  printed  and  publiflied  \    But 
though,  in  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  expenditure 
thus  diflioneftly  expofed,  the  enemies  of  the  court 
defcended  to  every  artifice,  every  mifreprefentation, 
every  meannefs  ;  though  they  defcanted  with  all  the 
volubility  and  pompofity   of  French  rhetoric,  on 
penfions  of  four  and  five  hundred  livres  (17/.  or 
ax/.  1 7  J.  6d.)i  though  every  refource  waijs  exhaufted, 
and  even  the  water-mark  of  the  paper  of  which  the 
book  was  made  was  adduced  as  a  topic  of  inveftive ; 
yet  nothing  was  difcovered  which  could  found  a 
charge    approaching  to   guilt,'  or    which   the  ut* 
wqH  malignity   of  oppofition  could  torture  into 

*  SeeNECKBJR, 
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afbtmbf  accttf^tion.  To  admit  the  very  extreimf 
of  criminaliCy  deduced  from  this  publication,  we 
(hould  acknowledge  that'  a  young  couple  fucceecfing 
to  the  throne  of  a  powerful  nation,  had,  in  a  fei9 
inftances,  diftributed  money  lavifhly  and  impru- 
dently ;  but  no  trace  could  be  found  of  rfieir  hav- 
ing difburfed  a  fingle  livre  corruptly  or  vicioufly  % 
This  profafion,  however;  muft  neceffarily  have  been 
veryfmallin  its  extent,-when  it  is  cohlidered  that 
this  book  contained  an  account  of  all  the  fecret^fervice 
money,  peiffions,  and  military  rewards,  from  May 
1774  to  Auguft  1789,  and  that  it  amounted  only  to 
two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  millions  (9,625,000/.)* 
This  was  the  whole  funl  expended  in  fifteen  years  j 
during  which  an  expenfive  war  had  been  main- 
tained, many  foreign  courts  bought  to  the  French 
intereft,  and  the  American  independence  favoured* 
by  unlimited  donations. 

Thefe  clamours,  however,  would  have  fubfided.  Proceed- 
and  the  national  tranquillity  have  been  reftored,  aifcmbly!** 
had  not  the  evil  genius  of  Bailly  and  la  Fayette  i4thto«i<i 
fuggefted  a  meafure  which   occafioned  the  recal     May. 
of  the  worthlefs  duke  of  Orleans.     The  aflembly  onwar 
had  infulted  the  king's  adherents,    and   deprived  •"^  P**^  . 
him  of  part  of  his   prerogative  in  the  difcuflion 
and  determination  of  the  queftion  relating  to  the     june. 
right  of  declaring  war  and  peace  ^;   but,  on  the  ontbcci. 
other  hand,    they  permitted  him   to  fix  the   civil  viiuft^ 
lift  himfelf ;  which  he  did  at  twenty-five  millions 
(1,093,750/.),  with  a  dowry  for  the  queen,  in  cafe 
of  her  furviving  him,  of  four  millions  (175,000 /i)   ' 
a-year**.     During  thefe  tranfaaions  Bailly  attended 
the  aflembly  with  his  foppiih  plan  of  a  coniederation,^ 

*  See  Le  Liyre  Rouge,  with  Anm>tations  printed  in  rtd  ink,  a( 
Paris;  and  a  Tranflation  of  the  fame  publifhed  by  KearAey,  London. 
Alfo  Anecdote?  du  iRegne  de  Louis  Xyi.  vol.  v.  p.4i7.  to.th<  end. 

^  Debates.  Impartial  ^iiftory,  rol.  i.  p,  33^8.  Isioore's  View, 
vol.ii.  p.  ,4j, 

«  Debates.    Hiftori^t*    Artbur  Young's  Trayelis,  p.  a4d. 

B  3  ^}xkh 


5«  MEMOIRS  OF 

ftift  Feb.  The  king's  aunts,  women  of  exemplary  (uety,  and 
De' a^tiire  ^idvanccd  in  life,  couM  no  longer  endure  to  live  in  a 
ofThc  "'^  country  where  afts  which  they  confidered  as  facri- 
king's       legious  were  daily  fandioned ;  and  they  retired  to 
*"""•        Rome,  though  not  without  confiderable  oppofition 
from  the  populace,  and  a  long  debate  in  that  aifem- 
bly  which  had  eflabliihed  as  a  fundamental  right  the 
freedom  of  human  adion  \ 
Report  of        The  departure  of  thefe  two  princefles  gave  new 
intend"!*  ^^^^  ^^  ^  report  induftrioufly  circulated  by  the  fee- 
flight,        tious,  that  the  king  and  all  his  femily  had  projeded 
to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  return  at  the  head  of  a 
foreign  army,  to  re-eftablifh  the  royal  authority  in 
its  ancient  form.     This  report  had  exifted  long 
before  there  <iould  be  any  foundation  for  it ;  it  ori« 
nated,  perhaps,  in  the  wifh  of  the  contending  par- 
ties, the  Orleanifls  and  Conftitutionalifts,  to  induce 
the  king  to  Sy,  that  they  might  be  unreftrained  in 
their  conteft  for  power  *•     At  this  period,  however, 
it  was  not  altogether  inconfiflent  with  truth;  though 
all  the  pretended  fads  from  which  they  drew  their 
inferences  were  unfounded,  and  the  fcope  and  aim 
of  the  projected  journey  totally  perverted.     There 
is  no  evidence,  nor  any  ftrong  reafon  to  believe  that 
any  of  them,  except,  perhaps,  la  Fayette,  had  pene- 
trated the  king's  plan ;  but  they  conduced  Uiem- 
felves  as  if  they  poflelTed  proofs  amounting  to  moral 
certainty.     The  king  had,  in  the  autumn  of  the  pre- 
ceding  year,  adopted  a  refolution  to  leave  Paris,  and 
throw  himfelf  on  the  loyalty  of  the  provinces.     His 
projeft  is  clearly  explained  by  Bouille,    the  only 
perlon  who  could  fpeak  incontrovertibly  on  the  oc- 
cafion.     He  fays,  **  I  was  waited  upon  by  a  perfon 
**  of  eminence  from  the  king,  who  gave  me  an  ac* 
«*  count  of  the  unhappy  fituation  of  that  prince  and 
*'  his  faiiiUy,  with  which  I  was  already  too  well  ac- 

f  Hiilorifi.     Moore*8  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  204..     Debates, 
t  Conjuratloo  de  d^Orleans^  vol.  iii.  p.  xoS* 
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<«  quainted ;  and  he  informed  me  that  it  was  ren- 
*'  dered  daUy  more  infupportable  by  the  rigour  and 
'*  inflexibility  of  la  Fayette,  who  was  become  their 
"  gaoler :  he  affured  me  that  the  king  had  an  intire 
**  confidence  in  me,  of  which  his  majefty  was  going 
"  to  give  me  a  ftriking  prQof  by  communicating  to 
"  me  a  defign  he  had  formed  of  quitting  Paris, 
*^  where  he  was  in  a  ftate  of  confinement,  and  re- 
"  tiring  to  one  of  the  frontier  towns  under  my 
"  command,  leaving  me  to  fix  the  place :  there  he 
"  meant  to  colled  round  him  the  troops,  and  fuch 
"  of  his  fubjefts  as  fUll  retained  their  fidelity,  to 
"  attempt  to  bring  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  the 
"  reft  of  the  people  mifled  by  fadlious  men ;  and  in 
"  cafe  other  means  fliould  fail,  to  call  in  the  aflift- 
"  ance  of  his  allies  for  the  reftofationof  order  and 
*'  tranquillity  in  his  kingdom/*  Bouillc  ftated  a 
plan  of  his  own ;  which  was  to  prevail  on  the  em- 
peror to  make  an  amicable  invafion  of  France  in 
order  to  furniih  a  pretence  for  levying  an  army,  of 
which  the  king  might  eafily  have  placed  himfelf  at 
the  head  ;  and  being  once  in  that  refpedable  pofition, 
he  might,  with  the  aid  of  Mirabeau,  who  had  offered 
his  fervices  on  certain  conditions,  have  obtained  from 
the  affembly  fuch  a  (hare  of  power  as  would  have 
rendered  him  independent  and  refpeftable.  To  this 
the  king's  agent  anfwered,  that  "the  emperor  and 
"  all  the  other  allies  of  the  king  had  infifted  on  his 
"  majefty's  leaving  Paris,  and  being  at  perfed  liberty, 
"  before  they  took  any  fteps  in  his  favour  *." 

Such  were  the  plans  which  had  been  fuggefted  to  Violence 
the  king,  and  induced  that  flight  which  was  after-  of  the  mob. 
wards  fo  ruinous  to  his  interelts,  and  fatal  to  his 
life.  It  is*  not  poffible  to  afcertain  whether  the 
projeft  was  the  fafeft  and  moft  prudent  that  could 
have  been  adopted ;  nor  would  it  be  eafy  to  deterrrline 
the  queftion  unlefs  others  had  been  prefented  and 

^  Bouil!«*«  Memoirs^  p«  246  to  252. 

abandoned  ' 


58  MEMOIRS   OF 

abandoned,  and  reafons  given  for  their  dereli&ion. 
It  cannot,  however,  be  doubted  that,  as  a  man,  the 
king  had  a  right  to  fave  himfelf  and  family  from 
imprifonment,  infult,  defiance,   and  danger;    and 
that,  as  a  king,  invefted  with  certain  rights,  he  had 
the  privilege  of  appealing  to  his  people,  and  even  to 
his  allies  tor  protedion,  againft  ufurpers  who  were 
reducing  his  power  that  they  might  extend  their 
own.      The  confpirators,   though  tiot  apprifed  of 
his  real  intentions,  availed  themfelves  of  the  de* 
parture  of  his  aunts  to  excite  a  popular  commotion* 
They  raifed  a  falfe  report  that  non-juring  priefts, 
and  gentlemen  armed  with  poniards  of  a  peculiar 
sStbFeb.  conftruftion,  had  been  found  in  the  caftle  of  the 
179"-     TuiUeries  by  the  national  guard.     When  the  pubUc 
miad  was  fuiEciently  inflamed  by  this  and  other  ca- 
lumnies, two  feparate  riots  were  excited  in  the  fame 
day ;  one  headed  by  Santerre  repaired  to  the  caftle 
of  Vincennes,  which  they  were  in  the  aft  of  de- 
Royaiift»    molifliing,  when  prevented  by  la  Fayette-    Another 
mai-trcai-  mob  Committed  the  moft  defperate  outrages  at  the 
•**•  TuiUeries,  under  pretence  of  repelling  thefe  armed 

confpirators,  when  la  Fayette  returning,  at  the  head 
of  the  national  guard,  from  an  eafy  conqueft  over 
the  fans-culottes  of  the  fauxbourg  Saint  Antoiney  re- 
paired to  the  palace,  where  he  joined  in  the  excefles 
of  the  mob,  and  treated  every  gentleman  who  was 
found  there  with  the  moft  brutal  indignity ".  The 
efFeft  of  this  proceeding  was,  that  the  fufpicion  of 
an  alarming  cpnfpiracy  to  murder  all  Paris  was  gene- 
rally believed,  and  chevalier  du  pvignard  became  a 
term  fynonimous  to  royalift. 
Decree  re-  While  the  public  was  thus  agitated,  the  regency 
jj>eaing^  was  fettled  in  a  manner  highly  favoufable  to  thci 
rlL«r"«?  vi^ws  of  Orleans ;  and  it  was  decreed,  that  ^«  Tba 
"  ki^S  J^<^^^d  always  be  rejident^  during  the  fejfton^ 
*.'  within  twenty  leagues  of  the  legi/lative  body ;  and 

|>  Hiftories,    Conjuratton  de  d^Orleatii,  voK  iii.  p.  115. 

«  that. 
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^  that,  y^he  or  the  heir  apparent  went  out  of  the 
**  KINGDOM  withoiit  a  decree  of  the  legiflature,  thejr 
**  fliouldbeconfidcred  as  having  ABDICATED  their 

^   RIGHT  TO  THE  CROWN \*^ 

At  the  begintiing  of  the  year,  the  king  had  in-  He  per- 
formed M.  de  Bouilk  of  his  intentions  to  leave  Paris  f^^*!*" '" 
in  the  month  of  March  or  April,  to  go  to  Mont-  ti'oV tST^ 
medi,  and  aflced  his  advice  which  road  he  fhould  ««!«• 
follow.  Boaille  pointed  out  two,  one  by  Rheims, 
the  other  by  Varennes;  the  king  difliked  going 
through  Rheims,  becaufe,  having  been  crowned  ' 
thcire,  he  was  apprehenfive  of  being  known,  and 
preferred  Varennes.  The  obfervation  of  Bouille  on 
the  fubjeft  of  the  king's  departure  is  candid,  and 
worthy  of  attention.  *'  What  his  majefty's  proj^fts 
**  were  on  his  arrival  at  Montmedi,  or  what  conduft 
"  he  intended  to  adopt  towards  the  affembly,  I 
*'  never  could  learn;  though  whoever  is  acquainted 
*'  with  the  religious  charafter  of  the  king,  can  en- 
**  tertain  no  doubt,  that  when  his  majefty  folemnly 
♦^  engaged  to  fupport  the  conftitution,  it  was  his 
*^  intention  ftrupuloufly  to  obferve  his  oath.'*  Be- 
tween the  formation  of  the  projeft,  however,  and 
its  execution,  many  incidents  occurred  which  ren- 
dered i^  more  difficult  than  had  been  at  firft  ex- 
pefted.  The  miniftry  was  changed ;  Bouille  was 
deprived  of  many  of  his  beft  regiments ;  and  his 
troops  were  permitted  to  vifit  the  Jacobin  clubs, 
where  they  foon  became  infefted  with  the  fpirit  of 
mutiny  and  infubordination  which,  diftinguifhed  the 
reft  of  the  army.  The  death  of  Mirabeau  was  an- 
other powerful  impediment,  as  his  talents  alone  were 
able  to  regulate  and  combine  the  various' Wevvs  of 
the  confHtuent  affembly  ^. 

While  the  king's  departure  was  thus  delayed  by  «8th  April 
tmtoward  circumftances,  the  clofe  confinement  he  r  '^^'* 

'  1»  pre- 

vented go* 
»  HiftorIc«.     Debates,     It  is  of  great  importance  to  recolleft  this  ing  to  m. 
decree.  '  Cloud. 

Y  Bouille's  MevnoirSj  chap*  x.  paflim* 

endured 
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endured  was  fo  repugnant  to  his  conftitution,  that 
he  was  attacked  with  a  bilious  fever.  The  people, 
on  this  occafion,  exhibited  as  much  appearance  of 
loyalty  as  if  the  fentiment  from  which  it  ought  to 
have  proceeded  had  remained  imfullied.  Thoue;h 
the  illnefs  was  not  dangerous,  his  recovery  was  ce£^ 
brated  with  illuminations  and  Te  Deums^  as  if  he 
had  been  at  the  point  of  death  '•  La  Fayette,  foon 
afterwards,  feeling  compunftion  at  the  king's  fuffer* 
ings,  or  fhame  at  being  the  occafion  of  them,  per* 
fuaded  him  and  his  family  to  pafs  fome  days  at 
St.  Cloud '.  This  intention  was  well  known  and 
publicly  announced,  nor  was  any  oppofition  ex- 
pefted  till  the  very  day  fixed  for  the  excurfion. 
On  the  morning  of  that  day,  a  paper  was  ported  on 
the  walls  of  the  Palais  Royal,  in  which  all  the  cuf- 
tomary  inveftives  againft  the  royal  family  were  re- 
capitulated, and  a  dire6t  acciifation  advanced  againft 
them,  of  intending  to  fly  the  kingdom  and  join  the 
foreign  enemy,  biftigated  by  thefe  reports,  and  the 
other  means  generally  ufed  to  influence  them,  a  mob 
aflembled,  and  when  the  king  and  royal  family  were 
feated  in  their  carriages,  began,  with  great  vocifer-. 
ation,  to  infift  on  their  not  leaving  Paris.  As  there 
were  feveral  detachments  of  national  guards  on  duty, 
the  king,  difregarding  the  infolence  of  the  mob, 
ordered  the  poftillions  to  drive  on.  The  national 
guard,  however,  inftead  of  enforcing  this  order, 
clofed  before  the  horfes,  and  declared  they  would 
not  permit  the  king  to  quit  Paris  ^.  One  of  their 
apologifts  aflerts,  that  they  defended  themfelves  by 
faying,  that  though  they  violated  the  law,  the  fafety 
of  the  country  was  the  firft  of  all  laws^.  The 
rabble,  thus  encouraged,  gave  way  to  every  fpecie& 
of  licentioufnefs  and  brutality.  They  reviled  the 
king  and  queen  in  the  moft  opprobrious  and  indecent- 

«  Hrdorical  Sketch,  p.  31a.  «  Bouille's  Memoirs^  p.  310. 

^  Moore's  View,  vm\,  ii.  p.  131. 
<  Kabaud's  Hiitory^  p.  a43* 
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Knguage,  and  even  with  aflions  and  geflures  of  a  ^ 
nature  not  to  be  repeated  **.  A  gentleman  of  the 
"bedchamber,  and  the  queen's  maitre  d'hotel,  in- 
curred great  riik  of  their  lives  ;  and  one  of  the  na- 
tional guards,  approaching  the  king's  carriage,  re- 
viled hnn  with  great  infolence  for  hearing  maS  from 
a  non-juring  prieft.  The  king,  whofe  temper  was 
never  ruffled  but  by  an  attack  on  his  religious  prin- 
ciples, indignantly  exclaimed,  "  Begone,  wretch  ! 
**  who  made  you  a  judge  over  my  confcience '  ?'* 
One  of  the  cries  moft  ufed  by  the  mob  was,  "  The 
^  hog  is  fitt  enough,  let  us  cut  his  throat  ^"  This 
indecorous  fcene  lafted  three  hours »,  during  which 
the  affembly,  completely  enflaved  by  the  rabble,  took 
no  ftep  to  enforce  refpeft  to  the  king,  or  to  enfure 
his  liberty  or  fafety.  Baiily  harangued,  and  la 
Fayette  exerted  himfelf  in  vain ;  the  eloquence  of 
Danton  fruftrated  their  efforts,  and  reduced  them  to 
a  (late  of  infignificance.  La  Fayette,  feeing  the 
king's  refolution  not  to  yield,  faid,  "  Sire,  I  will 
*'  go  and  difplay  the  red  flag  to  difperfe  this  fedi- 
*^  tious  multitude."  The  execution  of  military  law 
would  have  been  uncertain  in  its  cffeft  on  the  mob, 
but  extremely  dangerous  to  the  king,  who,  together 
with  his  whole  family,  might  eafily  have  been  mur- 
dered in  the  fcuffle.  The  king,  however,  prevented 
the  danger,  and  avoided  the  unpopularity  of  fuch  a 
meafure,  by  his  anfwer  to  this  infidious,  or,  at  leaft, 
raih  propofal.  "  Sir,"  faid  he  to  the  general,  "  I 
^*  have  no  advice  to  give  refpefting  what  you  may 
•*  think  the  conftitution  authorizes ;  but  I  wifh  you 
^^  to  imderftand,  that  I  will  not  permit  a  drop  of 

'  See  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iil.  p. lis, 

«  Moore's  View,  vol,  ii.  p.i}}. 

'  Letti-e  d'un  Frangois,  p.  37. 

t  The  time  is  varioufly  ftated*  Dr.  Moore  fays,  three  houra; 
Montjoye,  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  See  View,  and  Conjuration  de 
d^OrleanSy  ubi  fupra.  The  Author  of  Lettre  d'un  Francois  fays,  an 
hour  and  three  quarters,  p.  37. 

«  blood 
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*^  blood  to  be  ihed  on  my  account  \''  At  lengdi  th* 
monarch  was  obliged  to  return  with  his  family  to  the 
palace  amidit  the  feoffs,  gioans,  and  hootings  of  the 
mob '«  He  repaired,  next  day,  to  the  aflembly,  com* 
plained  of  thefe  tranfa^ons,  and  expreifed  his  refolu- 
tion  to  go  to  St.  Cloud.  Had  the  afiembly  been  really 
apprchenfive  of  the  king's  flight,  they  might  have 
availed  themfelves  of  this  meflage  to  take  effe6hial 
means  for  preventing  it ;  but  general  fufpicion,  and 
not  well-founded  intelligence,  had  led  to  thefe  fur- 
mifes;  and  they  felt  their  own  impotence  too  much 
to  tempt  the  fury  of  the  rabble.  They  applauded 
the  king's  fpeech,  but  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  journey  was  relinquifhed  ^. 
infoiencc  This  triumph  increafed  the  audacity  of  his  enc- 
**uUce^^*  mies  to  an  unbounded  excefs.  The  orators  and 
**"  *'  motion-makers '  who  frequented  the  Palais  Royal, 
gave  vent  to  the  moft  treafonable  and  virulent  ex- 
preffions.  They  proceeded  from  unfounded  affcr- 
tions  to  direft  attacks  on  the  perfon  and  office  of 
the  king.  *'  A  king,'*  faid  one  of  them,  *'  is  a  very 
*<  ufeleis  perfonage ;  a  monfter,  who  devours  thirty 
*^  millions  of  livres  a  year."  The  prefs,  too,  iflued 
innumerable  libels  to  irritate  the  people  againft  the 
king,  his  family,  and  minifters '.  ^ 

Furtiicrin-  To  complete  the  degradation  of  the  monarch,  an 
4i^iiuit».  jLddrefs  ^as  prefented  to  him  by  the  department  of 
Paris,  couched  in  a  flyle  which  he  did  not  think  it 
iafe  to  difregard,  requiring  him  to  difmifs  the  oncon* 
ftitutional  priefls  and  the  miniftry,  and  write  a  letter 
to  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  announcing  his  cordial 
adoption  of  the  revolution,  and  his  great  happinefs 
in  being  king  over  a  free  people.  With  all  thefe  re- 
quefts  he  was  obliged  to  comply.     The  pain  of  dif- 

^  CoDJuratioD  de  d*Orleans,  vol.iii.  p.  iii.  % 

*  Moore's  View,  voUii.  »35. 

^  Mooters  View,  vol.  ii.  p*  239.    Debates. 

*  Mooie's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  »4.u 
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Biiffi&g  his  minifter&  .and  friends  \9zs  znitigated  by 
&veral  voluntary  refignations.  The  letter  was  trans- 
mitted, though  in  itfelf  it  was  a  fufBcient  proof  how 
iittle  jGreedom  was  really  left  to  the  king.  All  the  eccle- 
£aflics  belonging  to  the  chapel  royal  were  difmifTed; 
and  on  the  firft  Sunday  after  the  -addrefs  from  the 
department,  he  went  to  the  church  of  Saint  Germain 
TAuxerrois,  and  heard  mafs  performed  by  the  new 
prieft  on  Eafter-day "".  This  laft  facrifice  was  more- 
painful  to  the  religious  Louis  than  any  mifery  he  had 
yet  fuftained.  He  might  have  exclaimed,  like  Charles 
the  Firft,  "  My  agony  muft  not  be  relieved  with  the 
**  prefence  of  any  one  good  angel,  for  fuch  I.  ac- 
<<  count  a  learned,  godly,  and  difcreet  divine ;  and 
**  fuch  I  would  have  all  mine  to  be.— They  that  envy 
"  my  being  a  king,  are  loth  I  Ihould  be  a  chriftian ; 
^*  while  they  feek  to  deprive  me  of  all  things  elfe, 
*'  they  are  afraid  I  Ihould  fave  my  foul  ".*' 

Thefeinfults  and  privations  fixed  the  king's  *<>;*' !«"«• 
refolutions  to  leave  the  capital,  though  the  ex-  flighf.* 
tenfive  power  of  the  Jacobins  and  the  decreafe  of 
Bouille's  influence  accumulated  difcouragements, 
and  almoft  precluded  the  profpedk  of  fuccefs.  The 
kii^  wrote  to  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  on  the  2 ift  erf" 
May,  appointing  the  19th  of  June,  between  twelve 
o'clock  at  night  and  one  in  the  morning,  for  his 
departure.  Preparations  were  made  accordingly, 
which  were  much  deranged  by  the  king's  poftpon- 
ing  his  efcape  for  four  and  twenty  hours.  Though 
this  delay  was  announced  to  M.  de  Bouille  as  early 
as  the  15th,  ftill  it  occafioned  fome  difficulties  in 
the  difpofal  of  the  troops  intended  to  proted  the 
expedition,  and  excited  many  fufpicions^  The 
iroyal  family,  however,  fortunately  as  they  thought^ 
reached  their  carriages  and  paffed  through  the  Porte 
Saint-Martin  to  Bondi.     The  king  fpoke  to  feveral 

■*  Moorc*s  View,  yoI.  ii.  [u  %%s  ^o  S^^* 

^  Eilcon  Bafnicke,  c.  14. 

«  Bouille*s  MeiTioii-Sy  p.  330.  334. 
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perfons  without  being  flopped,  though  he  was 
known  by  the  poft-mafter  at  Chalons  ;  ai^d  though 
he  and  the  royal  family  came  feveral  times  out  of 
the  carriage,  they  appeared  to  attradl  no  particular 
notice  \  The  harnefs  of  the  king's  coach  break- 
ing near  Montmirel,  occaiioned  a.  delay  of  two 
hours,  in  which  time  the  officers  flationed  with  de^ 
tachments  at  Pont  du  Somvelle,  very  inconfiderately 
at  leaft,  if  not  treacheroufly,  withdrew  their  troops, 
and  fpeading  the  report  through  the  other  detach- 
ments, that  the  royal  family  was  not  to  becxpefted, 
took  an  indirect  road  to  Varennes  ^  Under  thefe 
unfavorable  circumftances,  the  king  reached  St. 
Menehoud,  where  he  was  recognized  by  the  poft- 
mafter,  Drouet.  Not  bdng  fufficiently  ftrong  at 
St.  Menehoud  to  rcfift  the  detachment  who  accom- 
panied the  king,  Drouet  difpatched  his  fon  to^^ 
Varennes,  and  permitted  the  royal  family  to  depart ; 
but  when  the  dragoons  who  had  been  pofted  in  the 
town  by  the  orders  of  Bouill^,  attempted  to  take 
horfe  and  follow  the  carriages,  Drouet  mftigated 
the  people  to  prevent  them,  and,  what  feems  a  little 
unaccountable,  his  direftions  were  literally  followed  '. 
One  gentleman  only,  a  marichal  de  logis^  gained 
poffeffion  of  his  horfe,  he  difcovered  young  Drouet, 
and  rode  after  him  intending  to  flop  or  kill  him, 
but  loft  fight  of  him  in  a  wood,  and  did  not  arrive 
at  Varennes  till  he  had  been  there  fome  hours  •. 
?a?.«^n*r  The  king  reached  Varennes  at  half  paft  elevea 
o'clock,  where  he  did  not  immediately  find  the 
expefted  relay,  but  was  obliged  to  ftop  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  town.    He  difpatched  two  gardes-du^ 

F  Moore's  View,  vol,  ii.  p.  330,     BouUlc's  Memoirt,  p.  350. 

4  Ibid.  I  have  examined,  in  another  place,  how  far  the  failure  of 
the  king^  plan  is  to  be  imputed  to  treachery.     See  La  Fatette. 

r  Thefe  are  Dt,  Moore's  words,  but  he  points  out  no  object  of 
fufpiciofi }  he  nientto|is  the  matter  merely  as  an  unacxountable  circum* 
Aance,     View,  rol.  ii,  p.  333. 

«  Bouil!6*s  Memoirs,  p.  35.1. 
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corps  J  who  were  on  jhebox  of  the  carriage,  and  they 
went  from  gate  to  gate  in  fearch  of  the  relay, 
which  was  placed  at  the  further  end  of  the  town. 
The  queen  herfelf  alighted  to  gain  information,  and 
the  poftillions  were,  with  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to 
proceed  to  the  place  where  the  relay  was  ftationed. 
The  carriage  was  firft  flopped  under  an  arch  by 
only  eight  or  nine  ruffians,  whom  the  gardes-du-corfs 
would  have  difperfed  had  not  the  king  prevented 
them.  He  was  then  conduced  t6  a  neighbour, 
ing  houfe  where  he  was  recognized,  and  all  the 
munidpal  officers  immediately  aflembled '.  The 
elder  Drouet,  with  one  Guillaume  had  arrived  at  . 
Varennes  a  little  while  before  the  king.  They 
overfet  a  loaded  waggon  acrofs  the  bridge  to  facili- 
tate the  detention  of  the  prifoners ".  The  tocfin  was 
founded  ten  leagues  round,  and  legions  of  peafantry 
armed  with  every  kind  of  weapon  were  collefted  in 
a  very  ihort  time*.  The  king  pathetically  expoffu- 
lated  with  the  people  for  permiffion  to  pafs,  and 
for  fom^time  entertained  hopes  of  fuccefs  j  but  they 
were  fpeedily  terminated  by  the  declaration  of  the 
huflars,  that  they  were  and  ever  would  be  for  the 
nation ;  which  determined  the  municipality  to  wait 
for  orders  from  Paris. 

At  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  an  aid-de-camp  *•**•,. 
arrived  from  la  Fayette,  bringing  an  order  to  the  ^''IJ^^iJ; 
municipality  to  fend  the  king  back  to  Paris.  He 
refitted  this  order ;  but  was,  at  length  obliged  to 
fubmit.  Some  ineflFedual  attempts  were  made  by 
Bouille  to  releafe  him;  but  the  general  was,  at 
length,  obliged  to  feek  his  fafety  by  flight.  Monfieur, 
Ae  king's  brother,  who  took  a  different  route  was 
more  fortunate  j  he  completed  his  efcape  without 
impediment '» 

t  BoaiUI*t  Metnoiri,  p.  353. 

■  Moore*s  View,  vol.  it.  p.  335. 

*  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  vol.  iii*  p.  t»3« 

f  Sainc  AttdMrt.     ]^iAories. 
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Tnhr!!" ^*  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  a  i  ft,  tl^  lunff$  dcape 
fcmblyV  was  known  in  Paris.  The  cannon  on  the  Pont-neuf 
were  fired,  the  to^fm  founded,  .and  the  national 
ffuard  fummoned  to  affcmble  under  arms.  The 
Ring  h^d  left  ^  letter,  ftating  t|ie  motives  of  his  d^ 
parture,  and  prdering  his  minifters  to  do  no  a£t  in 
(115  abfence.  The  aflembly,  however,  decreed  that 
^beir  decrees  fjiould  have  the  force  of  law,  and  that 
the  minifter  of  juftice  fhould  affix  the  feal  to  thera 
without  further  fandion.  That  the  national  guards 
ihould  remain  under  arms .  till  further  orders. 
T^'ti^y  direfted  the  minifters  to  attend  at  the  bar  to 
receive  inftrudions,  difpatched  couriers  to  all  the 
departments,  with  orders  to  the  magiftrates  and  others 
to  ftop  all  travellers,  and  permit  none  to  leave  the 
kingdom ;  and  they  prefcribed  a  new  oath  to  the 
!j>iUtary,  w^ich  was  immediately  taken  in  the  aflem^ 
l^Iy  by  la  Fayette,  Rocbambeau,  d'Affry,  and  all 
the  ofncei;s  of  the  line,  as  well  as  of  the  Swifs  and 
j^ational  guards  then  in  Paris.  They  directed  an 
anfwer  to  the  king's  declaration  to  be  prepared  by, 
a.  com^mittee,  and-  then  proceeded  to  ordinary  bufi- 
ijiefs. 
of  the  The  people,  on  the  firft  alarm,  attempted  to 

ftoplc,  teftify  their  indignation  in  the  ufuaj  mode,  by  vio- 
lence and  murder ;  their  intended  viftim  was  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  guard  at  thp  Tuilleries ;. 
but  he  was  refcued  by  the  national  guard.  All 
fjgns  of  the  king  and  queen,  all  emblems  of  royalty 
werq  torn  doAyn^  and  trampled  under  foot.  Th^ 
feAion  ofj  Luxembourg  ordered  a  banner,  which 
thfy  had  received  as  a  prefent  from  Monficur,  to 
be  publicly  torn  to  pieces ;  and  a.  man  was  obliged 
tp  erafe  the  name  over  his  (hop  becaufe  he  was  call- 
ed Loiiis.  '  Nor  were  the  leaders  of  fadUon,  ijegli- 
gent  of  this  opportunity  to  inflame  the  public  mirid, 
and  deftroy  every  remaining  particle,  of  loyalty.  The 
tragedy  of  Brutus  was  performed  at  one  of  the 
theatres;  and  the  people  aUowed  tp. enter  gratis. 

I  .:  Hand- 
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Hand-bills  abufive  of  the  royal  family  were  .circus 
lated,  and  a  pamphlet,  intitled  Memoir ei  du  gi^devant 
Roi^  was  vociferated  through  the  ftreets  *.  Thefe 
impreffions  were  affiduoufly  kept  alive,  and  the 
courage  of  the  Parifians  was  confiderably  raifed  bv 
the  meflages  from  the  armies  ;  by  the  fubmiflivenels 
of  moft  of  the  generals,  and  by  the  aftivity  of  l)u« 
mouriez  *. 

At  length  news  arrived  that  the  king  was  flopped  Thekmg^i 
at  Varennes.  The  aflembly  immediately  decreed,  journey, 
that  meafures  fhould  be  taken  for  the  proteftion  of 
the  king,  his  heir,  and  the  reft  of  the  family.  La«» 
tour  Maubourg,  Petion,  and  Barnave  were  appointed 
commiflioners  to  meet. the  royal  family  and  condu^ 
them  in  fafety  and  with  refped  to  Paris.  They  fet 
out  accordingly,  and  me^eting  the  fad  proceffion  at 
Epemaly,  read  to  the  king  the  decree  of  the  affenxt 
bly,  and, placed  themfelves  in  the  carnage,  'thejf 
had  hitherto  proceeded  at  a  foot  pace  on  account 
of  infantry  who  attended  ;  but  they  being  difmiffed^ 
the  carriages  proceeded  fomewhat  fafter.  That  in 
which  the  royal  family  fat  was  extremely  crowded, 
and  the  heat  of  the  weather  made  the  journey  ex- 
ceflively  fatiguing  ^.  Added  to  thefe  inconveniences, 
they  had  to  endure  the  infults  of  a.  brutal  rabble* 
One  incident  is  recorded  which  muft  have  Ihocked 
them  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  marquis  de  Bam-* 
pierre,  hearing  that  the  king  was  paffing  near  his 
feat,  impelled  by  a  fentiment  of  loyalty,  penetrateq 
to  the  carriage,  and  kneeling  down,  killed  the  king's 
hand,  which  he  bathed  with  his  tears.  While  he 
was  in  this  attitude,  three  mufkets  were  difcharged 
at  him  and  (hot  him  in  the  loins  j  he  fell  crying,; 
Vive  k  Rot!  and  the  wheels  of  the  coach  paffed  over 
his  body  ^ 

«  Moore's  View,  c,  xxvi.  •  See  DuMOVRlBXf 

^  Moore's  Vicwr,  ubi  fupra. 

<  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans^  ?oK  iit.  p.  115,  fc^*  &«• 

F  %  Gonfonu* 
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t5tii*  Conformable  to  this  fpecimen  was  the  monarch's 

Kewption   j-eceptioti  in  Paris.     His  carriage  flowly  drawn.  Was 
furrounded  by  a  howling  mob,  who  frequently  at- 
tempted to  break  through  the  guards  that  defended 
tht  darriage.     On  the  coach  box  were  the  three 
gardes'dU'Corps  who  had  been  the  attendants  of  the 
journey,  their  hands  tied  behind  them  like  male- 
feftors  *",  and  in  the  carriage  the  unfortunate  femily 
with  the  exuhing  commiflioners.    The  few  who  ftill 
retained  a  wifli  to  fhew  feme  refpeft  were  prevented 
by  the  order :  *•  Chapeaufur  la  Ute^  que  perfonne  ne 
•*  fe  decouvre.**     Drouet  crowned  with  laurel,  fol- 
lowed the  coach  in  an  open  cabriolet.      The  royal 
family  were  again  lodged  in  the  Tuilleries,  under 
the  guard  of  la  Fayette,  who  redoubled  his  infolenc© 
and  feverity  *. 
Condoft  of      The  royal  authority  was  fufpended  ;   and  though 
tfie  affcm-   ^^  j^^j  reproaches  were  permitted  in  the  king's 
hearing,  he  was  in  every  ftreet  in  Paris  called  Louis 
ie  faux^  le  parjure,  le  cochon  ^ ;  addreffes  were  pre- 
fented  requiring  his  depofition,  and  even  his  execu- 
tion.     The  doftrine  of  republicanifm  was  openly 
efpoufed,  and  a  paper  called  Le  Republicain  cftablifli- 
fcd,  though  it  met  with  little  fuccels.     The  aflembly, 
for  fome  time,  maintained  an  equivocal  conduft; 
they  refufed  to  take  notice  of  the  hand-bills  which 
invited  the  people  to  demand  the  trial  of  the  king ; 
and  feemed  difpofed  to  proceed  to  the  greateft  ex- 
tremity. The  royalifts  were  difpirited  and  deprefled, 
and  the  Orleanifts  conceived  the  moft  fanguine  hopes. 

*  ^  It  was  with  great  di(Hcu1ty  thefe  unfortunate  mrn  were  rercoed 
Ir6rti  the  mob,  who  attem|ned  to  tear  them  to  pieces.  They  were 
confined  in  the  Abbaye4 

«  Moorc^s  View,  c.  xxvi.  Refides  the  authorities  particularly 
•htd^  I  hare  ponfulted  the  hiftories  where  this  tranfaflion  is  related, 
tnd  BouiIie*s  declarations  inCerted  in  Bertrand*s  McmoirSy  vol*  it* 
Jipp«  No.  X.  and  vol.  iii.  App.  No.  IV. 

^  ^  The  application  of  the  latt  rtame^  on  this  occafion,  was  probahlf 
In  eonfequence  of  a  ridiculous  fiflioh,  irvvented  by  malevolence  and 
credited  by  fgnorance,  that  the  arred  of  the  roVal  family  was  occafioned 
by  the  king's  ftoj>ping  to  eat  a  fowl  and  drink  a  bottle  of  wine. 

The 
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Thp  affembly  appointed  commiffioners  to  exhibit  an 
interrogatory  to  the  king  and  queen ;  the  royalifU 
oppofed  the  meafure,  but  could  only  obtain  that  the  , 
terms  fhould  be  changed  to  that  of  receiving  their 
declarations.  Thefe  declarations,  which  were  rcr  arthjooc* 
markably  difcreet,  were  taken  in  ftrift  form,  and 
without  the  leaft  refpe(El  to  the  royal  authority.  The 
terms  bis  or  her  majefty  were  not  ufed;  but  the  king^ 
the  queen^  he^Jhe^  him^  her^  were  always  fubftituted  j 
a  matter  apparently  trifling,  but  fo  total  an  innova- 
tion in  the  French  mode  of  fpeech  as  to  indicate  a 
great  prejudice  in  the  minds  of  the  commiffioners 
an4  of  the  affembly.  Every  thing  appeared  to  (hew 
that  the  queftion  of  abdication  would  be  decided 
^gainft  the  king,  when  a  fchifm  among  his  opponents 
gave  a  new  afpeft  to  his  affairs.  This  was  effefted  by  15th  July^ 
compimftion  or  fome  other  motive  aftuating  the 
mind  of  Barnave.  He  did  not  difclpfe  his  fentjments 
to  any  but  his  confidential  friends  till  the  day  ap-? 
pointed  for  arguing  the  report,  when  he  fuddenly 
affumed  the  defence  of  tjie  king,  and  prevented  the 
views  of  his  enemies  *, 

In  this  point,  Barnave  adhered  ftridly  to  the  P'ffatUfac* 
fenfeof  the  conftitution,  The  affembly  had,  in  faS,  a-J^iAu 
no  authority  to  pronounce  the  king's  dppofition  or 
bring  him  to  a  trial.  The  king  wa3  reftrifted  by 
the  laws  from  going  more  than  twenty  leagues  from 
Paris;  but  if  he  exceeded  thofe  limits,  it  was  ena^ed 
that  he  fliould  be  firft  cited  to  return  within  the  prc- 
fcribed  bounds,  and  it  was  only  on  his  refufal  that 
he  could  be  declared  to  have  forfeited  the  tl^rone. 
hi  the  prefent  inftance,  he  had  been  ^r^fte^  an^  * 


s  See  Hiftorical  Sketch  of  the  French  Revolution,  p.  376.  Hiftories. 
Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  Conjuration  dc  d'Oj  leans,  voh  iii.  p.  13^, 
Dehates.  On  the  day  when  this  fubje^t  was  to  be  difcuflTed,  a  very 
af&6ting  pamphlet,  of  thirty.two  pages,  was  diftributed  in  the  hali  of 
the  aifembly,  under  the  title  of  Le  regtie  dt  Louis  Xf^.  mU  fms  la  yeix 
4t  rZuropt^  which  excited  the  aiolt  favourable  f«nl'ations»  Mercure 
fran^ois  du  13  Jmllet  1791. 

?  3  brought 
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brought  prifoner  to  Paris,  which  was  a  manifefl 
violation  of  the  laws  cftabliflied  by  the  affembly  it^ 
Iclf  **.     The  Orleans  faftion,  however,  were  fo  Uttle 
fatisfied  with  the  determination  of  the  Icgiflature, 
that  they  attempted  tp  terrify  them  into  a  reverfal 
of  it,   and  for  that  purpofe  prepared  the  fcunous 
petition  which  produced  the  exertion  of  the  law 
known  by  the  name  of  the  maffacre  of  the  Champ  de 
Mars  *. 
4.th  Aug.       The  exiftence  of  the  conftituent  affembly  wa$ 
CoVftitu-    ^ow  drawing  to  a  conclufion  \  nothing  remained 
tion  com-   but  to  rcvife  the  conftitution ;  which  having  been 
pletcd.       debated  article  by  article,  was  finally  fettled  and  pre? 
fented  to  the  king  for  bis  pure  and  nmple  accq>tance 
or  rejeflion.     Even  this  limited  aft  of  deference  did 
jth  Aug.    not  pafs  without  farcaftic  animadverfion ;  d* Andre 
obferved,  that  the  king's  acceptance  was  abfolutely 
unneceffary ;  "  our  conftitution,"  he  faid,  "^^is  totally 
ift  Sept.      <e  independent  of  the  king."     Robefpierre,  begin- 
ning with  the  fame  obfervation,  faid,  "he  woul4 
**  doubtlefs  accept  with  tranfport  the  throne  with 
'    *'  all  the  advantages  annexed  to  it  by  the  conftitu- 
sd  Sept.     «  tion  ^J*    It  was  prefented  to  the  king,  who,  hav- 
ing firfl:  returned  his  affent  in  writing,  went  to  the 
iftthBnd     affembly,  and  fanftioned  the  affent  by  an  oath  to 
13th  Sept.   t5e  faithful  to  the  nation,  and  to  employ  the  powers 
30th  Sept.   y^ft^d  ^^  ^^^  f^^  ^^^  maintenence  of  the  conftitutionf 
Diflbiuiion  At  the  end  of  the  month  the  affembly  diffolved 

obfcrv'a-         ^^  ^^^  conftltution,  the  fhort-lived  firft-bom  of 

tion  op  the  modem  philofophyi  which  raflmefs  has  extolled  be- 

conftiiu-    yond  meafure,  and  ignorance  confidered  an  epitome 

''^"*         of  human  wifdom,  it  is  not  n^ceffary  to  expofe  all 

the  absurdities.  It  is  completely  analyled  in  Necker's 

Effay  du  Pouvo{r  Executif^  and  in  various  other  writ" 

ings,     I  (hall  tranfcrib^  Montjoye's  defcription  of  it, 

^  Boui!l€*8  Memoris,  p.  361.  ^  See  Or;.ean8. 

^  Pebates.       -  f  J^ebsites.  Hiftories.  Moore's  Y*«w,  vol,  ii.  p. 4-*4» 

which 
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which  is,  at  once,  accurate  and  fpirit^d  ".    "  Mever 
"  did  the  union  of  folly  and  madnefs  beget  a  m<ft(t 
"  monftrous  offspring.     This  pretended  conftitutioii 
"  prefented  to  the  eye  a  mis-fhapen  machine,  Whim- 
"  fically  compofed  of  an  infinity  of  wheels  without 
"  any  mutual  relation  or  dependence.     Experience 
"  has  Ihewn  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  matt  to 
"  put  its  grotefque  fprings  in  motion.     The  govern- 
*^  ment  framed  by  thefe  prefumptuous  legiflatbrs  was 
"  Hieither  monsirchical,   ariftocratical,   or  popular: 
*^  Their  conftitutional  a6t  might,  at  beft,  be  confi- 
*'  dered  as  the  bafis  of  an  anarchical  monarchy,  that 
"  is,  a  real  chimera,  for  death  and  life  cannot  fubfift 
**  m  the  fame  body.     Had  this  monftef  been  able 
*^  to  live,  thofe  who  begot  it  took  great  precautions 
"  that  it  might  be  ftrangled  in  the  cradle.     They 
**  had  taken  from  the  kingdom  its  religion,  they' 
"  had  annihilated  the  public  force,  diforganized  the 
"  military,  and  armed  thofe  who  ought  to  contri*. 
"  bute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate ;  and  that, 
**  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  the  deformity  of 
'^  their  work,  they  had  carefully  deftroyed  every 
**  barrier  which  could  prevent  the  attacks  of  ufur- 
«  pation  or  defpotifm "." 

Yet, 

■  Elogc,  $cc,  p.  i6o. 

»  The  following  opinion  of  the  late  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  King^s  Bench,  is  replete  with  fagacity,  and  merits  par- 
ticular attention  ^  it  is  taken,  together  with  the  introductory  narra- 
tive, from  Halliday*s  Life  of  Lord  Mansfield.  Dr.  Turtbn  attended 
lK>rd  Mansfield  at  Kehwdod,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  The  phy* 
fician  was  diverted  from  his  attention  to  his  patient^s  health  by  Lord 
Mansfield^s  turning  the  fubje6i,  and  humorouily  faying,  «*  Inftead 
**  of  dwelling  on  art  old  man's  pulfe,  let  me  afk  you,  do^or,  what 
**  you  think  of  this  wonderful  French  revolution  V*  The  modefl  an- 
fwerj  was;  **  It  is  more  materialto  know  what  your  lordfhip  thinks  of 
*'  it.'»  Lord  Mansfield,  without  the  leaft  interval  of  fufpenfion,  began, 
"  My  deir  Turton,  how  can  any  two  reafonable  men  think  differently 
"  on  the  fubjcft  ?  A  nation,  which  for  more  than  twelve  centuries  has 
^'  made  a  confpicuous  figure  in  the  annals  of  Europe  |  a  nation* 
"  where  the  polite  arts  firft  flourifhed  in  the  northern  heraifphere,  and 
**  found  an  afylum  againft  the  barbarous  incurfions  of  the  Goths  and 
'^  Vandals }  a  nationi  whofe  phiiofophers  and  men  of  fcience  cberifhed 

P  4  M  and        ' 
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^Hhf'^^"      Yet,  whatever  faults  the  conftitucnt  affcmbly  hsul 
SituentTfl  committed,  there  is  great  reafon  to  regret  that  they 
fembly  j      did  not  retain  their  ftation  feme  time  longer.    They 
had  acquired  experience  in  bufmefs,  and  many  of 
them  entertained  a  ftrong  fenfe  of  the  erroneous 
conduft  of  themfelves  and  their  colleagues.     But 
each  party  was  too  proud  and  too  replete  with  felf- 
love  to  propofe  amendments,  or  make  efFed:ual  con- 
ceffions,.  they  therefore  fell  into  a  ftate  of  defpon- 
dency ;  and,  though  they  knew  the  faults  and  vices 
of  the  conftitution,  left  the  amelioration  of  it  to 
their  fucceffors  ®. 
3d  Oft.         The  legiflative  affembly,  much  more  exceptionably 
MeetfneoF  compofed  than  the  conftituent,  began  their .  career, 
the  Jepida-  in  imitation  of  their  predeceflbrs,  by  attacking  the 
^iveaflfem-  y^yj^j  prerogative.     So  much  had  already  been  taken 
from  tjie  king,  that  nothing  effential  was  left  on 
which  to  found  an  attack.     The  conftitution  which 
they  had  fworn  to  maintain,  fixed  all  the  gr^d 
points,  and  they  could  only  hope  for  fuccefs  in  fuch 
trivial  cavils  as  would  give  them  popularity  by  dimi- 
5th  oa.    nifliing  the  refped  due  to  the  king.     Hence  very 
Their        ^j^^jy  jj^  ^[j^jj.  fefljon,  they  aboliflied  the  titles  Jre, 
and  majejly ;   decreed  that  when  he-  came  to  the 
affembly,  he  fhould  no  longer  be  complimented  by 
the  deputies  {landing  when  he  ftoodj  and   fitting 


('  and  improved  civilization*  and  grafted  on  tlie  feudal  fyftem  tU  ktfi 
"  V'^^^""'  ^^^^^  ^'^'  refpeAing  the  defcentt  and  various  modifica. 
"  tions  of  territorial  property  :  to  think,  that  a  nation  like  this 
**  fliould  noty  in  the  courfe  of  fo  many  centuries,  have  learned  fome,- 
<'  thing  worth  preferving,  (hould  not  have  hit  upon  fooie  little  code 
y  of  laws  or  a  few  principles  fulficient  to  form  one. «  Idiots  1  who 
**  inftead  of  retaining  what  was  valuable,  found,  and  energetic  in  their 
5<  conftitution,  have  at  once  funk  into  barbarity,  lofl  fight  of  firft 
<'  principles,  and  brought  forward  a  farrago  of  laws  fit  for  Botany 
**'  tta^ ,!  It  is  enough  to  fill  the  mind  with  aftonifiiment  and  abhor- 
<*  fence!  A  conftitution  like  this  may  furvive  that  of  an  oli  man,  but 
^*  nothing  lefs  than  a  miracle  can  protect  and  tranfmit  it  to  pof* 
'•«  fterity." 
•  See  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  410* 

when 
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when  he  fate,  but  that  every  one  (hould  do  as  he 
pleafed,  and  behave  as  among  equals  ;  that  he  fhould 
no  more  be  feated  iti  an  arm  chair,  fcandalous  fcr 
Us  magnificence ;  but  in  a  chair  fimilar  to  the  prefi- 
dent'fl  and  at  the  prefident*s  left  hand  ^.  Thefe  ridi- 
culous proceedings,  which  difplay  at  once  the  malig- 
nity and  meannefs  of  their  authors,  were  afterwards 
produflive  of  others  equally  abfurd,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  a  debate  which  occupied  the  Feb.i79i« 
affembly  during  feveral  days,  on  the  king's  having 
treated  a  deputation  difrefpeftfully  by. only  opening 
one  folding-door  for  their  admiffion  \ 

It  was  expefted  that  thefe  attacks  would,  in  time.  King  «d. 
conquer  the  temper  of  the  monarch ;  but  Louis,  hav-  ^^^  ^^ 
ing  accepted  the  terms  on  which  he  was  permitted  to  tmi^*** 
govern,  and  bound  himfelf  by  oath  to  obferve  them;, 
ftudied  the  conftitution  with  indefatigable  diligence, 
and  had  even  learned  it  by  heart  \     The  republican 
party,  or  thofe  who,  to  advance  their  own  projefts, 
pretended  to  e^oufc  that  form  of  government,  had 
now  obtained  a  great  afcendency  in  the  affembly, 
and  though  they  were  in  a  minority,  yet  their  aftivity 
said  popularity  rendered  them  extremely  dangerous. 
The  people  were  daily  alarmed  by  fables  concerning 
a  pretended  Auftrian  committee ;  and  exaggerated 
fpeculations  on  the  confequences  of  the  fufpenfive  veto. 
Their  nainds  were  inflained  by  tavern  harangues  and 
incendiary  papers,  which  prepared  them  for  the  great- 
^  atjrocities.  The  royal  family  was  daily  infulted  un-  Roy»l  fi.  ' 
der  their  very  windows  in  the  moft  wanton  and  barbar-  J(JJj^""' 
QU?  .manner-  The  que^n  complained  of  thefe  infults  to    "     ' 
Dumouriez,  in  the  following  pathetic  terms.    "  You 
**  behold  me  qyite  difconfolate ;  I  dare  no  longer 

'  This  decree  was  annulled  the  next  day,  but  it  (hews  the  difpofi^^ 
tlon  of  the  affembly. 

'^  Debates,    See  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol,  i.  p.  319.     His- 
tories. 

'  Moore* s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.31.     Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii, 
P*  t;.  140,    Lifrof  DumourieZi  vol.  ii,  p.  x;}. 

^*  approach 
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^  approach  the  Tvindows  that  look  into  the  garden* 
^  Yefterday  evening  I  appeared  at  that  oppofite  the 
^  court,  to  breathe  a  little  frefli  air.  A  cannoneep 
^^  of  tlu:  national  guard  feized  that  oj^rtunity  ta 
**  overwhelm,  me  with  the  groffeft  infults ;  adding^ 
**  by  way  of  conclufion,  *' what  pleafure  would  itgwe 
^*  *  me  iobaveyetit  headjiuckon  the  point  of  my  bayonet  T 
^^  In  this  frightful  garden  you  fee  on  one  place  a 
^  man  mounted  on  a  chair,  and  reading  the  mod; 
^^  horrible  calumnies  againfl  us  in  a  loud  tone  of 
^'  Yoice ;  on  another  you  perceive  an  officer,  or  an 
**  abb6,  dragged  towards  a  bafon  of  water,  ^id 
<*  overwhelmed  with  injuries  and  blows ;  and,  dkr* 
^'  ing  all  this,  fome  play  at  foot  ball,  or  walk  about, 
**  without  the  leaft  concern.  What  a  habitation  ! 
**  what  a  people  •  !**  The  king  and  queen  could  no 
longer  enjoy  the  ordinary  pleafures  of  free  com- 
munication, from  a  confcioufnefs  that  they  were  fur* 
rounded  with  fpies,  and  that  the  company  of  fuch 
perfbns  as  the  public  might  approve  would  be  both 
degrading  and  dangerous '.  The  a&mbly,  inftead  of 
reiiraining,  encouraged  thislicentioufnefsof  the  popu- 
lace ;  and,  though  a  book  publifhed  by  Pt*ud'homme, 
intitled,  **  Crimes  of  the  Queens  of  France,  down 
*^  to  the  prcfent  Queen,  inclufive,**  was  advertifed  by 
large  pofting  bills  at  the  very  doors  of  the  aflembly, 
the  author  was  not  fubjefted  to  the  flighteft  repre- 
henfion"*. 
Obftnra-  In  this  fituation  the  king^s  indediion  has  been 
Jj?'^;^'^^*  lamented  and  blamed  by  more  than  one  writer,  fin- 
deci^oiir  cerely  devoted  to  his  intereft  * ;  but,  circumftanced  as 
he  was,  it  was  almoit  impoflibte  to  aifume  a  more  de^ 
cided  conduft.  Every  one  who  blames  him  would 
moft ,  probably  have  given  contradiftory  counfel, 

•  Life  of  DumourieZ}  vol.  ii.  p.  207.    Necker  on  the  Revalutioiii 
vol.  i.  c.  p.  34.3.     Mooi-c's  View,  vol.  ii,  p.  470, 
«  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  285, 
«  Mercure  Fran^oit,  No.  du  17  Decembre  1791. 
s  Bertrand*s  Menio>r9>  vol.  i.  p.  z^^    Bouille's  Memoirs^  p.  50S. 

One 
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Oae  l^Yiiked  tl^e  troaj^ce  of  the  civil  lift,  bx  bribing 
the  ora^or;S  of  the  Jacobin  club ;  smother  propof^ 
fequrii^g,  at  all  hazards,  the  galleries  oi  th^  aflbmbly ; 
oi;uB  pfojeded  vigorous  profecutions,  and  ftrenuous 
complaint^ ;  another  recqmmended  mild  and  conci- 
liatory demeanor  ^.  The  king  was  remarkably  di£» 
fident  of  himfelf,  delivered  his  opinions  ^jrith  caution, 
and  \pis  ever  ready  to  yield  to  the  majority  of 
the  council^  The  only  exceptioQ  to  this  was  when 
the  relief  of  the  people  or  the  happi^qfs  of  France  was 
the  queftion  ;  on  thefe  fubjefts  he;  ^prefled  himfelf 
without  heritation,  and  ipsdntained  his  judgment; 
with  unabateid  refolution  *.  Thefe  n^iay  be  laid  down 
as  his  leading  principles ,  and  it  is  eaiy  to  imagine 
with  bow  much  difficulty  he  received,  and  how  rea- 
dily he  renounced  any  plan  of- operations,,  in  whidm 
they  feemed  to  be  facrificed  to  a,prpblematical  hope 
q{  his  own  fafety  or  welfare. 

Th$  ill-fuccefs  of  aU  i^s  vi^ws,  an4  thejUiinierit?d.  ll^^^ 
obloqjiiy  and  oppofltion  he  encountered?  rendered  %n^ 
him  almoft  defperate.     He  was  ccmtii^ually  chang- 
bg  his  minifters,    and    endeavouring  to  conijefl 
himfelf  with  the  different  parties  j  he  looked  on  all 
fides  for  a  laft  refource;  but  np  party,  either  could 
P^.wpuld  unite  with  h}m.     At  length,  he  called  into, 
his  council  three  nien  attached  to  the  viftorious. 
faftion*,  a|id  formed  what  is  known  by  the  name  of, 
the  Jacobin  adminiftration  \    He  did  not  adopt  a, 
laeafure  fo  degrading  and  unfafe  without  repugnance; 
but,  01^  the  contrary,  Ihewed  evident  anxiety,  and; 
betrayed  much  forrow  and  confternation  ^ 

Thfls  facrifice,  however,  produced  but  a  temporary  Thekin|r>. 
popularity,  andineffefl:,  accelerated  the  deftruftion  repugnance 
of  royalty.      One  of  the  firft  raeafures  of  this.new  ^ar/  *^' 

^  Bertrand  paflitn.    Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  js9* 

»  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  *o. 

^  DurnotirieZ)  Roland,  and  CJavicre. 

^  Neckeron  the  Revolution,  voU  i.  p.  34$*    Hidftrlcs, 

*  Bcrtrand>  MemoirSi  p.  9S|. 

admi* 
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adminiftration  was  a  declaration  of  war,  which  was 
precifcly  the  wifli  of  the  republicans  and  Orleanifts, 
and  intirely  repugnant  to  the  inclinations  of  the 
king.     He  had  employed  his  orders,  and  even  his 
intreatics  to  prevent  the  emigrants  from  committing 
any  aft  of  hoftility ;  and  expreffed,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  his  difapprobation  at  arming  of  the  French 
nobles  \     Even  after  the  declaration  of  war,  he  was 
fo  apprehenfive  that  his  fubjefts  (hould  fuffer  from 
the  incurfions  of  the  enemy,  that  he  fent  a  meffage 
to  the  emperor  and  the  king  of  PruiEa,  requefting 
that  they  would  not  aft  offenfively  againft  France, 
without  the  moft  imperious   neceffity;   and,  even 
then,  that  they  would  not  invade  the  country  with- 
out publifhing  a  conciliatory  manifefto,  diftinguifhing 
the  king  and  the  people  trom  a  faftion  who  were 
carelefs  about  the  ruin  of  both  ^. 
Coiiduaof      I  (hall  not  here  detail  the  indignities  which  the 
t^^mini-     yj^g  j^jy  underwent  from  a  feftious  mihiftry,  who 
feemed  ever  on  the  watch  for  opportunities  to  infult 
him.     The  perfidious  decrees  refpefting  the  army 
of  twenty  thoufand  men  near  Paris,  and  the  tyran- 
nical infult  offered  to  the  king^s  confcience  by  the 
decree  againft  the  non-juring  priefts,  overcame  his 
patience,  and  induced  him  to  interpofe  his  conftitu- 
tional   negative.     This   produced  the  infolent  and 
inflammatory  letter  of  Roland.  Dumouriez  treacher- 
oufly  encouraged  the  king  to  difmifs  the  refraftory  • 
minifters,  and  he  was  four  days  afterwards,  in  a 
moment    of    extreme    danger,    deferted    by    Du- 
mouriez \ 
aoih  June       Thefe  eyents  were  fpeedily  followed  by  that  de- 
ThVkin  •    fperate  and   fanguinary   irruption   into  the  palace, 
heroic  be-    which  threatened  the  life  of  all  the  royal  family, 
iaviourj     and  produced  fcenes  of  brutality  and*  horror  equally 

'  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  44.3.   SeeNecker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i. 
p.  337.* 
•  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  186, 
f  See  Dumouriez,  RoLANPy  Mad.  Roland. 
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difgracefiil  and  difgufting.  To  prepare  the  popular 
mind  for  afts  of  blood,  the  hall  of  the  Jacobins 
had  refounded  with  fpeeches  and  petitions,  and  the 
walls  of  Paris  had  been  covered  with  placards,  de- 
fcribing  the  king  as  a  traitor  to  the  country,  and  a 
monfter  not  fit  to  reign  or  to  live  ^.  The  infur- 
reSion  was  regularly  pfojefted  and  organized  fome 
days  before  ^,  and  the  king  had  received  numerous 
intimations  that  he  could  only  avoid  the  intended 
maffacre  of  himfelf  and  family,  by  agreeing  to  fanc- 
tion  the  obnoxious  decrees.  But  what  confcience 
forbad,  terror  could  not  impel  him  to  do ;  he  rejefted 
with  difdain  all  fuch  applications,  and  refolved  to 
encounter  every  danger  rather  than  comply'.  When 
the  mob,  by  the  treachery  of  the  national  guards 
had  effeded  an  entrance  into  the  palace,  the  king, 
who  had,  from  a  window,  obferved  their  proceedings, 
repaired  to  the  (ziUde-hauf^  the  door  of  which  was 
immediately  affailed  with  every  engine  of  force  which 
the  occafion  fupplied ;  and,  among  others  with  a 
cannon  which  had  been  difmounted  from  its  carriage 
and  was  now  carried  up  flairs  by  manual  ftrength, 
and  ufed  as  a  battering  ram.  The  Swifs  guards 
who  were  with  the  king,  drew  their  fwords,  ^arid 
were  preparing  to  flied  their  blood  in  an  unavailing 
defence ;  but  he  commanded  them  to  defift.  He 
then  called  for  four  grenadiers  to  fupport  him,  and 
advancing  to  the  door,  unbarred  it,  and  prefented 
himfelf  defencelefs  to  this  furious  multitude.  His 
friends,  fearing  he  would  be  borne  down  by  the 
rapidity  and  violence  of  the  mob,  placed  him  in 
the  recefs  of  a  window,  where  he  l^ned  on  M, 
Acloque,  while  a  few  grenadiers  formed  round  him 
to  refift  the  torrent.  The  mob  was,  fortunately,  fo 
numerous,  and  poured  in  fo  rapidly  that  no  one 
could   effeft  the    premeditated  purpofe  j  but  after 

%  Fennel's  Review  of  Proceedings,  p.  i5, 

^  SeeDuMOURiEZ,  Petion. 

^  Life  of  Dumouiiez^  vol.  ii.  ^*  39»9 
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Venting  k  portion  of  fury  in  words  and  iiigilaHng 
cdftures,  tiras  obliged  to  give  place,  and  **  mingK 
^  trfth  the  herd  that  went  before  him.*'  Yet  many 
pointed  iiifirlts  were  offered  j  a  young  tnan,  whofe 
liahie  was  Clement,  ftopped  before  the  king,  and  re- 
/  -ciled  him  in  language  which  would  have  been 
charaderiftic  in  the  mouth  of  his  namefake,  the 
aflaffin  of  Henry  IIL  Legendre,  the  butcher,  fallied 
into  the  room  at  the  head  of  a  new  rabble,  uttering 
threats  and  denouncing  vengeance ;  he  accofted  the 
ihonarch  in  the  language  of  the  (hambles,  ^  Mon^ 
•*  fteur^^  faid  he,  and  feeing  the  king  furprifed  ait  this 
iiiw  ftyle,  he  repeated  it,^  "  Yes,  Monfteur^  liften  to 
«  tis — Yes,  M&njieur^  it  is  your  duty  to  liften  to  us  ; 
•^  you  are  a  traitor  j  you  have  always  deceived  us, 
*^  and  deceive  us  ftill ;  but  take  care  of  yourfelf, 
^^  Monjieur ;  the  meafure  is  full ^  and  the  people  are 
**  tired  being  your  dupes/*  After  this  harangue 
the  king  was  prefled  by  the  mob  to  put  on  the  red 
cap ;  one  of  them  prefented  to  him  a  bottle,  and  de» 
fired  him  to  drink  the  health  of  the  nation.  Some 
one  offered  to  fetch  a  glafs ;  the  king  refufed  the  offer, 
and  immediately,  without  fear  and  without  re- 
pugnance, he  applied  the  impure  veffel  to  his  lips, 
arid'  drank  the  uncertain  beverage.  Taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  confufion  of  the  moment,  a  fellow, 
evidently  in  liquor,  forced  his  way  clofe  to  the  king, 
and  hearing  him  lay  that  the  nation  had  no  better 
friend  than  hiihfelf,  required  him  to  prove  it  by 
putting  on  the  red-cap ;  the  king  confented,  and  two 
of  them  pla<:ed  it  on  the  top  of  his  hair,  for  it  v^aS 
too  fmall  for  his  head.  The  king  yielded  to  this 
indignity  under  a  firm  perfuafion  that  had  he  refifted, 
the  drunken  man  would  have  plunged  his  pike  into 
Ws  bowels.  Still  the  fury  of  the  rabble  fell  fhort 
of  the  hopes  of  the  confpirators ;  and  though  the 
moft  infamous  libels  were  hawked  about  and  fold  at 
low  prices  in  the  garden  of  the  palace,  and  the  moft 
treafonable  and  inflammatory  fafehoods  fcratched 

and 
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and  chsdked  cm  the  walls,  yet  the  work  of  murder 
was  left  incomplete,  and  the  virtue  of  the  monarch 
once  more  triumphed  over  the  plots  of  his  enemies. 
Petion  at  length  arrived,  and  difmifled  the  mob* 
Advancing  to  the  king,  he  faid,  *'  Sire,  I  was  only 
"  this  moment  informed  of  your  fitusttion ",  but 
"  you  have  nothing  to  fear."-—"  Nothing  to  fear  V 
replied  the  king  with  indignation,  "  The  man  whofe 
"  confctence  is  pure,  and  free  from  rejwoach,  can 
"  never  fear.  Here,  my  friend,"  he  added,  taking 
the  hand  of  a  grenadier,  and  preffing  it  againfl:  his 
bofom,  ^^  feel,  and  tell  that  man  if  my  heart  be^» 
"  fefter  than  ufual."  This  was  not  the  only  inftance 
of  heroic  firmnefs  which  the  kii^  difplayed  in  the 
courfe  of  this  dreadful  day.  The  mob  frequently 
preffed  him  with  furipus  acclamation  to  fan£tion 
the  decrees,  and  recal  the  minifters.  His  reply 
wasf  "  I  ihall  do  what  I  confider  to  be  right  j  biU 
**  this  is  not  the  moment  for  you  to  alk>  or  tor  me  to 
"  grant  favors." 

Great  part  of  the  popular  rage  was,  as  ufual,  di»  of  the 
refted  againft  the  queen ;  and  her  behaviour  demon^  ^^^^* 
ftrated  that  fhe  was  worthy  to  Ihare  the  heart  and 
Arone  of  Louis.  On  the  firft  alarm  (he  caught  up 
the  dauphin  in  her  arms,  and  ran  towards  the  d?//- 
de-bensf;  but  the  influx  of  the  mob  had  already 
flopped  the  paffages,  fhe  was  prevented  fulfilling  her 
firft  int^ention,  and  doomed  to  refleft,  with  regret, 
that  fhe  could  not  offer  herfelf  a  facrifice  to  the  af- 
feffins  who  might  have  accepted  her  life  inflead  of 
the  king's.  She  was  flopped  in  the  council-room  by 
genial  Wittenghoff  and  the  minifler  Lajarre ;  they 
formed  a  feeble  rampart  of  the  council-table,  be* 

^  Thii  aflertion  of  the  virtuous  mayor  of  Paris  innft  have  been  fal(e, 
confidering  that  the  plot  had  been  in  agitation  feveral  days,  that  it  had 
been  preceded  by  treats  in  the  gardens  of  the  Palais  Koyal  and  the- 
taharitSf  and  that  the  whole  mob  of  fans-cuhttes  had  made  a  proceflion 
through  many  Greets  of  Paris,  and  through  the  ball  of  the  a/&mbly. 
See  Petion,  Ghabot,  and  Orleans. 
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hind  whieh  they  placed  the  queen,  the  dauphin,  the 
princefs  royal,  and  all  the  ladies  who  refufeihlb  quit 
her  fide.  This  table  was  defended  by  a  double  line 
of  national  guards,  and  there  the  queen  was  obliged 
to  remain  during  the  whole  of  thefe  horrible  fcenes, 
agonized  by  a  knowledge  of  the  king's  danger,  and 
a  helplefs  hearer  of  the  incendiary  and  obfcenc  re- 

inroaches  which  men  and  women  of  the  loweft  clafs 
eemed  unwearied  in  repeating.  The  dauphin,  like 
his  unfortunate  father,  was  difguifed  in  the  blood- 
coloured  emblem  of  licentioufnefs ;  and  the  queen 
was  compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  fame  difgrace.  Marie* 
Antoinette  difplayed  the  fame  contempt  of  danger 
which  diftinguiftied  the  king;  flie  was  defirous  to 
fend  back  a  body  of  grenadiers  whom  the  king  had 
detached  for  her  proteftion ;  but  they  perfifted  in 
obeying  their  firft  orders.  At  length  Santerre  ar- 
rived ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  queen  foftened, 
for  a  moment,  even  his  favage  heart ;  he  affured  her 
of  proteftion,  and  affifted  in  difperfing  the  mob. 
of  the  The  behaviour  of  the  princefs  Elizabeth  in  this 

E^"*tf*h  ^^*^^S  fcene  was  truly  fublime  and  heroic.  When  the 
***  ^  *  king  went  to  the  ail'de-bmuf  Ihe  would  not  leave  his 
fide  for  a  moment.  The  mob,  rufhing  into  the  palace, 
and  eager  to  begin  the  work  of  regicide,  miftook  her 
for  the  queen,  and  loaded  her  with  infults  and  threats. 
Some  of  her  attendants  explained  the  miftake  in  fpite 
of  her  intreaties  to  the  contrary  :  "  For  God's  fake,'* 
ihe  laid,  "  do  not  undeceive  them ;  is  it  not  better 
*'  they  fhould  flied  my  blood  than  that  of  my 
**  fifter  ^  ?"  In  the  whole  courfe  of  the  day  fhe  never 
left  her  brother's  fide,  nor  ever  loft  her  prefence  of 
mind;  but  when  a  deputy,  named  Lefueur,  who 
ftood  by  the  king's  fide,  fainted  from  extreme  agi- 
tation, ihe  aftively  affifted  in  forwarding  his  re- 
covery. 

)  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol,  ii.  p«  29a. 
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At  nine  o'clock  at  night  the  palace  was  cleared^  Retreat  of 
and  the  infulted  family  left  to  themfelves.     The  king  ^  °'*^- 
had  been  fo  totally  occupied  in  attending  to  what 
was  pailing  around  him,  that  he  had  forgot  to  re- 
move from  his  head  the  ignominious  emblem  placed 
on  it  by  the  hand  of  fedition,  and  continued  to  wear 
it  for  fome  time  after  thofe  who  had  compelled  him 
to  aiTume  it  were  departed.     The  royal  family,  re- 
tired to  reft,  uncertain  of  a  moment's  fecurity ;  and 
convinced  that  their  treacherous  guards  would,  at 
any  time,  yield  to  the  delires  of  a  mob,  and  admit 
a  band  of  aflaffins  into  the  palace.     The  next  day 
fome  flight  commotion  occurred  near  the  palace; 
the  dauphin,  whofe  experience  of  wretchednefs  made 
him  apprehenfive  of  danger  beyond  what  might  be 
expeQed  from  his  years,  faid  to  the  queen,  "  What, 
"  mamma,  is  not  yefterday  over  yet  "*  ?" 
.    When  the  palace  was  completely  evacuated,  the  Sufpenfion 
king  fent  for  two  juftices  of  the  peace  to  examine  ^nd  Ma* 
into  particulars,  and, .  by  a  legal  aft,  atteft  the  vio*  nuei. 
lation  of  the  royal  afylum.     The  next  day  he  wrote 
to  the  affembly,  complaining  of  the  indignity  he  had 
fuflPered,  ,and  recommending  to  them  to  take  the 
proper  meafures  for  maintaining  the  coaftitution* 
Some  motions  were  attempted  in  order  to  give  efFeft 
to  this  meflage,  but  over-ruled  by  the  majority  and 
by  the  tribunes,  who  accufed  the  fpeakers  of  calumni- 
ating thq  people ".     The  duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld, 
prefident  of  the  department  of  Paris,  exerted  him- 
ielf  to  bring  the  agents  in  this  confpiracy  to  juftice, 
and  obtained  a  decree  fufpending  Pedon  and  Manuel 
from  their  funftions.     This  decree  was  referred  to   7th  Jaly. 
the  long  for  his  fandion;  but  as  it  concerned  him 

»  For  furtbcr  details  concerning  the  confpiracy  and  tranfa£lion$  oT 
this  day,  fccPETION.  The  account  here  given  is  derived  from  the 
Hiftories;  from  Moore^s  Journal,  voLii.  p.  aoa  to  ixa. }  Fennels 
Review  to  p.  97.  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  34.8.5  Con- 
juration de  d'Orleans,  vol.  ill.  p.  176  to  185.$  and  Bertrand^a  M«« 
moirs,  Vol.  ii.  p.  300. 

>  Debates.    J^enncPs  Review^  p.  tii. 
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perfonally,  he  wifhed  to  decline  mterfering.  This 
moderation  was  inconfiftent  with  the  views  of  his 
enemies,  who  were  defirous  to  bring  the  conteft 
between  the  popular  Petion  and  the  calumniated 
king  to  a  perfonal  iflue.  When,  therefore,  the 
king's  letter  was  read,  la  Source  obferved,  that  it 
was  not  in  the  option  of  the  aflfembly  to  releafe  the 
executive  power  from  doing  its  duty,  and  the  king 
S3tb  July,  was  obliged  to  confirm  the  fentence  of  fufpenfion. 
Tlie  refult  was  fuch  as  might  be  expe£ted;  the 
mayor  and  procureur  were  acquitted,  and  the  odium 
of  their  profecution  was  fhared  between  the  king 
and  M.  de  la  Rochefoucauld ". 
Plan  to  The  downfall  of  royalty  was  now  confidered  as 

murder      certain ;  and  while  the  confederates  of  Briflbt  were 
queen.  j^j.j.jjjjgjjjg  ^j^^jj.  ^^^^^  jj^  fecret,  and  meditating  their 

confummation  with  all  the  refinements  of  treachery 
and  hypocrify,    a  more  determined  band  had  re- 
iblved  to  begm  in  blood,  and  accompliih  their  pur- 
pofe  by  means  of  afiaffination.    The  worthlefs  San- 
terre  formed  a  plan  to  murder  the  queen,   which 
was  to  be  performed  by  a  grenadier  on  the  day  of 
the  confederation.    The  projeft,  however,  was  dif- 
clofed  and  fruftrated ;  the  grenadier  was  apprehended 
at  the  foot  of  the  queen's  flaircafe  with  a  cutlals 
concealed  in  the  lining  of  his  coat ;  a  juftice  of  the 
peace,   named  Maingeot,  took  the  neceflary  depo- 
sitions, but  the  grenadier  was  refcue4  by  a  party  of 
ruffians;  Maingeot  was  maiTacred  on  die  lothof 
Auguft,  and  his  papers  feized  anddeUveredto  San- 
terre  ^. 
t4tTi  July,      Previous  to  the  third  confederation,  every  effort 
Confede.    :^d  been  ufed  to  inflame  the  public  mind  with  falfe 
ration,       fufpicions.     Reports  were  raifed  of  a  pretended  con- 
i^iracy,  and  the  Ecole  Militaire,  where  the  regular 
Iroops  were  quartered,  was  pointed  out  as  the  centre 

'    •  Debates.  Hiftories.  Moore*8  Journal,  toL it.  p.  »»4.  SeePBTi&H 
and  Manuel. 
9.  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  yoI.  ii.  p.  342. 
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of  danger;  it  was  (aid  that  arms,  ammunition,  and 
artillery  had  been  privately  introduced  and  con- 
cealed there;  aftid  that  the  guards  had,  for  fome 
time,  been  employed  in  digging  a  fubterraneous  paf* 
fage,  and  forming  a  mine  under  the  altar,  with  the 
intent  of  blowing  up  the  national  affembly  at  the 
moment  they  were  taking  the  oath.  This  "  Gun* 
"  powder  Treafon,'*  although  totally  improbable, 
and  mcompatible  with  the  king's  character,  gained 
fuch  general  credit  that  it  was  thought  neceflary,  in 
order  to  remove  the  fears  of  the  people,  to  fend  the 
guards  away  from  Paris  a  few  days  previous  to  the 
federation,  and  caufe  the  place  pointed  out  by  fuf* 
pidon  to  be  thoroughly  examined.  The  king,  queen, 
and  all  the  court  went  early  in  the  morning  to  the 
Ecole  Milhairej  and  placed  themfelves  in  a  balcony, 
where  they  had  a  full  view  of  the  Champ  de  Mars^ 
The  rails  of  the  balcony  were  covered  with  crimfon 
velvet,  which  excited  the  petulance  of  the  mob,  and 
gave  rife  to  many  fcurrilous  animadverfions.  The 
oath  having  been  taken,  the  king  was  required  to  fet 
fire  to  a  ridiculous  and  infulting  pageant.called  the 
Tree  of  Feudality ;  which  he  refufed,  and  returned 
to  die  balcony  where  he  had  left  his  family,  amidft 
cries  of  Vive  Petion  !  Vivent  les  Jacobins  /  A  bos  le 
Veto!  J bas  le Depattementf  &Q.  Yet  notwithftanding 
the  previous  efforts  and  the  riotous  difpofition  of  the 
mob,  the  day  paffed  without  any  ferious  attempt } 
and  the  people  feparated  quietly  ^. 

For  a  long  time  paft  the  king  had  contemplated  the  The  king's 
deftruiaion  of  royalty  and  his  own  murder  as  unavoid'  Jj^J^g^.*'*"' 
able ;  and  the  tranfaftions  of  the  twentieth  of  June 
lengthened  the  impreffion.     He  had  expreffed  thefe 
forebodings  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  feveral  perfons^ 
but  they  were  not  attended  with  feeblenefs  of  con- 

P  FennePs  Review,  p.  itC  ct  feq. 
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dxidy  or  an  unmanly  folicltude  about  his  fate  ^. 
Nor  were  thefe  forebodings,  at  this  time,  the  refult 
of  mere  deje^on,  but  inevitable  inferences  from  the 
ijth  July,  avowed  fentiments  of  the  legiflaturc,  where  Con- 
dorcet  had  declared,  that  the  king  or  the  conftitu- 

^  Life  of  Dumouriez  vol.  ii.  p.  409.  The  following  Extraft  from 
*Bertrand*s  Memoirs  (vol.  ii.  p.  %$€,)  paints  the  mind  of  the  monarch 
in  colours  fo  vivid  afid  juft»  that  I  cannot  refill  tranfcribing  it.  **  Ever 
*'  fince  the  day  on  which  he  was  ftopped  at  Varennea,  the  unhappy 
■*  prince  had  oeen  deeply  imprefled  with  the  idea  that  he  (hould  be 
**  alTaflinated  $  that  all  attempts  to  evade  bis  deftiny  woald  have  no 
**  effect  but  that  of  increafing  the  danger  of  his  family  and  friends. 
'<  Under  this  melancholy  impreflTion,  he  waited  for  death  with  a 
**  reiignation  fo  calmly  heroic,  that  it  might  have  been  miftaken  for 
«•  an  indiffi-rence  al>out  life.  He  frequently  read  theHiftory  of  Charles 
**  the  Firft  of  England  t  his  chief  attention  was  to  endeavour,  in  every 
**  a6t,  to  avoid  whatever  might  ferve  as  a  pretext  for  bringing  htm  to  a 
<<  legal  trial.  The!facrifice  of  his  life  feemed  to  cofthtm  nothing.  The 
<^  honour  of  the  nation  was  the  ible  objc^  of  his  thoughts.  The  idea 
**  of  being  publicly  murdered,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  (hocked 
«<  him  greatly.  He  wi(hed  rather  to  die  by  the  hands  of  an  aflallin, 
"  that  his  murder  might  be  confidcred  as  the  crime  of  a  few  iodivi- 
«•  duals,  and  not  a  national  a€l.  In  a  converfation  with  this  unhappy 
«  prince  on  the  lift  of  June,  I  difcovered  that  his  mind  was  deepfy 
**  imprefTed  with  the  moft  dreadful  forebodings*  To  my  congratu- 
**  lations  on  his  having  efcaped  the  dangen  of  the  preceding  day,  his 
««  majefty  anfwered,  *  My  uneafinefs  was  entirely  on  accovnt  of  the 
**  queen  and  my  fifter  }  fur  myfelf  I  had  no  folicitude/  *  But  it  feems 
«  to  me,*  faid  I,  *  that  it  was  chiefly  againd  your  majefty  that  the  in- 
•*  function  was  direfted,'  *  I  know  it  very  well,'  anfwered  hcj  *  I 
**  faw  that  their  intention  was  to  aftaftinate  me )  and  I  caa*t  conceive 
**  why  they  did  not  do  it :  but  I  iball  not  efcape  them  another  day; 
**  fo  that  I  am  not  the  more  fortunate.  It  is  much  the  fame  whether 
••  1  am  murdered  two  months  fooner  or  later.'  *  My  God !'  cried 
•*  I,  <  does  yqur  majefty  really  believe  that  you  will  be  ainflsoatedr 
**  '  I  am  convihced  of  it,'  replied  he  $  *  I  have  long  expelled  it  1 1  have 
«  made  up  my  mind  to  it.  Do  you  think  I  fear  death?'  *Noy 
■*  certainly ;  but  I  wifti-  to  fee  your  majefty  lefs  convinced  that  you 
"  are  near  it,  and  more  difpofed  to  adopt  the  vigorous  meafures  fcom 
•<  which  alone  you  can  expefl  fafety.'  <  There  may  be  a  poftibility 
<*  of  my  efcaping;  but  there  are  many  chances  againft  it{  and  lam 
"  not  lucky.  I  misht  rifk  another  attempt  if  I  were  alone.  Ob!  if 
**  my  wife  and  children  were  not  with  me,  it  would  foon  appear  that  I 
«  am  not  fo  weak  as  is  imagined  j  but  what  would  become  of  them 
*'  if  the  meafures  you  allude  to  ftiould  fail  I'-  <  But  if  your  majefty 
<<  ftiould  be  aftaffinated,  do  you  think  that  your  family  would  be  in 
*«  greater  fafety  ?'  *  Yes  5  I  think  they  would  :  I  hope  fo  at  leaft  j  and 
<*  if  it  ftiould  happen  othcrwife,  I  could  not  be  reproached  with  being 
*«  thccaufe/' 

tion 
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rion  miift  fall ;  from  the  growing  malignity  of  the 
fa£tion  which  had  been  a  principal  caiife  of  all  his 
misfortunes ;  from  the  increafmg  audacity  of  the 
journalifts  ;  from  the  pertinacity  and  virulence  of  the 
petitioners  to  the  affembly;  and  from  the  contempt  ' 
with  which  he  was  treated '. 

The  king's  fituation  was  rendered  more  critical,  HU  dan. 
and  his  downfall  precipitated  by  la  Fayette's  im-  ^^^' 
prudent  and  ill-concerted  journey  to  Paris,  which 
dilplayed  at  once  his  folly  and  vanity.     A  regular 
confpiracy  was  formed  to  produce  an  mfurreftion  of 
the  people,  and  make  it  the  means  of  aboUHiing  mo- 
narchy.   The  confpirators  had  arranged  their  plan, 
and  fixed  the  epoch  of  its  execution  for  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  July.     Ten  days  before  that  period   the 
king's   friends  being  informed  of  the  particulars, 
took  fuch  meafures  as  they  thought  would  fruftrate, 
and  which  did,  in  effeft,  poftpone  the  completion 
of  the  plan.     But  the  king,  by  an  aft  of  generofity,  Gencrofity 
which  while  we  deplore  we  cannot  but  admire,  loft  ^j^g' 
an  opportunity  of  defeating  every  plot,    and    re- 
ducing his  chief  opponents  to  an  unconditional  fub- 
miffion.     Vergniaud,  Guadet,  and  Genfonn^,  three 
principal  leaders  of  the  Gironde  party,  commiffioned 
Bofe,  the  painter,  to  tranfmit  to  the  king  a  letter 

'  The  following  pathetic  inftance  of  this  cLTrefpeA  is  giren  by 
Montjoye :  «  Even  the  muficians  of  the  royal  chapel  took  a  pleafare  in 
**  announcing  to  Louis  his  approaching  fate.  One  Sunday,  they 
*'  dwelt  with  fo  much  periifbency,  with  fuch  a  loud  and  indecent  joy, 
**  on  the  words  of  the  MapifieM^  itp^uit  pttenfts  dtfedt^  (he  hath  put 
''  down  the  mighty  from  their  feat})  that  everv'one  inftantly  underftood 
**  that  the  wretches  were  celebratjng,  before-nandf  the  maiTacre  of  the 
"  king,  by  whoie  bounty  they  had  been  fupported.  The  ferocious 
'*  chaunt  of  thefe  muficians,  the  roajefty  of  the  place,  the  fan^ity  of 
"  the  ceremony,  the  prefence  of  the  vi^lims,  the  indecency  of  fo  black 
*'  an  aA  of  ingratitude,  all  contributed  to  fill  the  minds  of  the  audience 
'*  with  fmifter  forebodings.  The  king  alone  ihewed  himfelf  vn* 
"  affe£led  ;  his  fpoufe,  his  fifter,  and  his  daughter,  melted  into  tears. 
**  The  queen  afterwards  declared,  that  no  outrage  had  ever  rent  her 
'*  heart  more  cruelly  than  that  unfortunate  dipefuit  ^tntn.*^  Conju- 
xation  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  i8o. 
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Jigned  by  them,  announcing  an  intended  infurrec- 
tion,  the  miidefl  confequence  of  which  was  the  de- 
thronement of  the  king ;  and  that  the  only  means 
of  avoiding  this  eataftrophe  was  to  recall  Roland, 
Servan,  and  Claviere  to  the  miniftry.      Had  the 
king  retained  the  original,  and  circulated  copies  of 
this  letter,  the  profl^te  party  in  whofe  behalf  it  was 
written,  would  have  been  d^raded  and  incapable 
of  a  vigorous  effort ;  their  auxiliaries  Danton,  Marat, 
^d  Robefpierre,  feeing  themfelves  thus  uncondi^ 
tionally  iacrificed,  would  have  precipitated  the  open 
rupture  which  fhortly  afterwards  took  place ;  Or- 
leans would  have  withdrawn  his  protection  from,  or 
perhaps  have  publicly  oppofed   thefe  time-ferving 
traitors;    and  in  this  diviiion  of  the  &£tions  the 
king's  party  might  have  obtained  a  preponderance 
which  would  have-given  countenance  and  energy  to 
die  exertions  of  la  Fayette,  and  eftabliihed  the  throne. 
Unfortunately  the  king,  on  this  occafion,  confulted 
only  his  natural  generofity.     His  extreme  goodncfs 
extended  even  to  the  wicked,   and  prevented  hi$ 
turning  againft  them  thofe  weapons  with  which  they 
themfelves  had  fumiflied  him.     Without  confulting 
^ny  one,    he  returned  the  letter  to  his  valet-de- 
chambre,  from  whom  he  received  it,  with  a  reprif 
mand,  and  ordered  him  to  give  it  back  to  Bofe,  and 
tell  him  that  no  anfwer  could  be  made  to  fuch  a 
propofal  ^ 
His  dan-       This  forbearance  did  not  proceed  from  any  altera* 
geioMsfv.  tion  in  his  fentiments  refpefting  his  fituationj  on 
^*"^"*     the  contrary,  he  vas  in  daily  apprehenfion  of  being 
alfailinated ;.    and   the  alarms  were  fo    conftantly 
Isiept  up,  that  from  the  twentieth  of  June  he  always. 

f  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  voU  lit.  p,  8—25.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  Guadef,  Genfonnf,  and  Vergniaud  all  voted  for  the  king^s  death, 
thougfi  he  had  fo  gensroufly  fpared  them  5  and  though  a  prmcipal  ac- 
pfation  againii  Wim  was  a  coafpiracy  which  they  knew  to  have  originated 
i^ith  themfelves. 
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llept  in  hia  cloaths ''.    In  confequence  of  the  events^ 
of  that  day  of  horrors,  the  king  had  fliut  up  the 
garden  of  the  Tuilleries,  which  was  part  of  the 
private  property  left  him  by  the  narion.    This  ex- 
cited the  petulance  of  the  mob,  who  prefented  peti- 
tions tepkte  with  fuggcftions  of  furmifcd  treachery, 
and  requiring   that   the   gardens  might  again  be 
opened.      The  affembly,  ever  ready  to  crouch  to 
the  populace,  immediately  decreed  that  the  terrace  . 
of  the  Feuillans,  which  formed  part  of  the  gardens, 
ftill  belonged  to  them ;  and  threw  it  open  to  the 
people.      When  this  conceffion  was  obtained,  the 
garden  was   divided  by  a  three*coloured  ribband, 
which  the  people,  in  a  manner  the  moft  infulting  to 
the  royal  family,  rcfolved  not  to  pafs ;  but  they  au- 
dacioufly  reviled  them  by  fpeeches,  fongs,  and  l&els, 
which  were  vociferated  on  the  terrace,  and  pinned  to 
the  ribband  of  feparation  \ 

Meanwhile  the  confpirators  were  proceeding  in  Prdgwft 
the  completion  of  their  plans  ;  petitions  of  the  moft  f^^  '^"^ 
fediuous  tendency  were  daily  jM-efented,  demanding  ^^'^^^^ 
the  dethronement  of  the  king,  and  branding  him 
with  every  odious  and  difgracdtul  appellation  ^.  The 
nature  of  the  plot  againft  him  was  well  known,  and 
nothing  remained  but  to  fix  the  predfe  periodi, 
From  the  fourth  of  Auguft  every  hour  was  ej(!pe£ted 
to  produce  fome  dreadful  event  j  the  workmen  of 
the  Fauxbourgs  were  kept  in  pay  from  the  firft  of 
Auguft,  and  paiTed  their  days  and  nights  in  drink- 
ing, and  attending  the  fignals  of  their  chiefs  *.  The 
knowledge  of  the  plot  was  diffiifed  all  over  the 
country,  and  as  early  as  the  fixth  of  Auguft,  Dr. 
Moore,  travelling  through  Clermont,  heard  the 
G^ticulars  detailed,  and  the  ninth  mentioned  as  the 

^  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  190.    Pagls,  rol.  i.  »•  4fO. 
*  Hiftorical  Account  by  a  Hational  Guard,  p.  a.  Fenner*  Review, 
P^  »7>«    Peltier's  late  Piflurc  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  39. 
y  Debates.    Moore*s  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  it.  24,  5{c.  &c, 
^  HiAorical  Account  by  a  National  Guard,  p.  30. 
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day  when  it  was  to  tsJce  eflFeft  \  The  confpirators 
were  enabled  to  aflfume  this  audacity,  fo  difcordant 
to  the  nature  of  confpiracies  in  general,  by  perfuading 
the  people  that  many  foldiers  had  been  obferved 
going  into  the  Tuilleries  with  mufkets  and  returning 
without  them;  that  arms,  ammunition,  artillery, 
bombs,  torches,  and  every  kind  of  military  prepara- 
tion were  concealed  in  the  palace  \  The  mob  was 
induced  to  believe,  that  the  thoufand  or  twelve 
hundred  men  in  the  Tuilleries  were  to  cut  the  throats 
of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  and  that  the  infurrec- 
tion  was  concerted  only  to  defeat  this  terrible  pro« 

jea^ 

Exertions       The  king's  friends  beheld  with  anxiety  the  progrefe 
king's       ^f  ^^^f^  events.     Ever  fince  the  twentieth  of  June 
friends,     they  had  ftrongly  enforced  the  necefEty  of  leaving 
the  capital;  his  efcape  would,  perhaps,  have  met 
with  little  oppofition,  as  the  confpirators  were  no 
He  refiifei  lefs  defirous  of  his   departure '.     But  all  fchemes 
to  efcape.   pj-Qpofed  to  him  for  this  purpofe  he  conftantly  re- 
jed:ed,  perfuaded  that  they  would  not  be  attended 
with  the  defired  fuccefs,  hoping  that  the  people 
would  in  tirtie  return  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  or  un- 
willing by  any  formal  zSt  to  abdicate  a  throne  which 
he  held  as  a  birthright,  and  confidered  as  a  truft  of 
which  he  had  no  authority  to  diveft  hirafelf  *.      His 
friends  ftrenuoufly  exerted  themfelves  to  fave  him, 
they   pofted  placards  announcing  the  plan  of  the 
propofed  infurfection,  and  inviting  all  good  citizens 
to  unite  in  this  momentous  crifis;  but  thefe  exhorta** 
tions  had   no  effea^     A  negotiation  w^   com« 

■  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  S. 

*»  FennersJReview,  p.  340^ 

c  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  360.    See  alfoHrftoire  de  la 
Confpiration  du  to  Aout  par  M.  Bigot  dc  St.  Croix,  p.  34.. 

^  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  15S. 

'  See  Moore^s  View,  vol.ii.  p. -496.      Journal,  vol.  if.   p.  S2^. 
Bertrand*8  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  &  iii.  palTim.     HiAorical  Account  by  it. 
INational  Guard,  p.  31.     Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  f  70. 
.  f  Hiftorical  Account  by  a  National  Quard«  p.  3X* 
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menced  with  Briflbt,  but  his  tenns  wefe  fo  exorbitant, 
and  the  treafury  of  the  civil  lift  fo  exhaufted,  that 
he  could  not  be  gratified  K 

The  king  awaited  the  approaching  ftorm  with  Hispm, 
ferenity  and  fortitude,  and  having  refolutely  adhered  ^•'^  '^^- 
to  the  conftitution,  determined  mil  to  be  governed  5"h  Aug. 
by  it.  On  the  firft  Sunday  in  Auguft  he  held  his 
laft  levee,  which  was  numeroully  attended,  and  the 
inquietude  and  grief  which  the  fituation  of  the 
royal  family  infpired  was  exprcffed  in  the  [counte- 
nances of  many  perfons  prefent.  On  the  enfuing 
day  the  king  renounced  for  the  laft  time  a  feafible 
projeft  of  efcape  which  had  been  concerted  for  him  \ 
To  obviate,  however,  the  fufpicions  entertained  that 
arms  were  concealed,  the  king  publifhed  a  proclama^ 
tion,  inviting  the  mayor  and  municipal  officers,  oi* 
any  other  perfons  the  affembly  might  appoint,  to 
fearch  the  palace.  A  certain  number  of  perfons 
attended  accordingly,  but  did  not  difcover  the 
flighteft  indication  or  the  fuppofed  preparations  ^ 

The  crifis  was  now  rapidly  approaching  ;  the  ac-      sth. 
quittal  of  la  Fayette  had  given  great  offence ,  and 
the  next  day,  when  the  queftion  of  the  king's  depo-      9th. 
fidon  was  to  be  debated,  an  immenfe  mob  was  col-     xoih. 
leded  round  the  palace,  and  at  the  doors  of  the 
affembly.     From  thefe  appearances,  and  from  the  Attack  of 
intention  publicly  avowed  of  attacking  the  palace  at  *«  palace 
midnight,  the  king  made  fuch  difpofitions  for  de- 
fence as  the  time  and  circumftances  allowed.     He 
fent  for  Petion,  and  engaged  him  to  remain  in  the 
palace  to  preferve'  order,  and  keep  the  national 
guards  to  their  duty;  but  the  traitor  knowing  this 
would  expofe  the  projefts  of  his  affociates  to  a  pro- 
bable failure,  contrived  to  be  called  away  by  a  decree 
of  the  affembly.     The  king,  who  had  not  been  in 
bed  all  night,  defcended  into  the  court-yard  at  half 

<  Bertrand^t  Memoirs,  vol.  iii.  p,  6%t    See  Brissot. 
*  Ibid.  p.M3'  * 

^  Femiers  Review,  p.  3^t 
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raft  five,  and,  attended  by  the  queen,  the  ptinceft 
Elizabeth,  and  feveral  ladies,  reviewed  his  guards, 
.  who  diTplayed  the  befl  difpofitions,  and  cried  Vi^ve  le 
Rot!  the  cannoneers,  however,  exclaimed  Vive  la 
Nation  !  and  two  battalions,  who  had  been  introduced 
during  the  review,  (houted  Vive  Petion  /  while  others 
without  exclaimed,  ^i  bos  le  veto  I  a  bos  le  traiire! 
All  hopes  from  the  national  guard  were  now  at  aa 
e&d ;  who,  foon  after  the  departure  of  their  com- 
mander Mandat,  united  with  t'he  mob,  and  re-echoed 
their  cries.  There  is  no  probability  that  the  king 
Intended  to  employ  force,  or  make  any  attack  on  ikik 
people ;  his  only  hope  was,  that  by  maintaining  a 
ftrong  guard  and  military  appearance,  he  might  be 
fafe  till  the  aflembly  fhould  have  taken  meafures  to 
quell  this  formidable  tumult.  He  now  felt  the  want 
of  thofe  friends  whom  former  perfecution  had  driven 
to  emigrate,  and  who,  had  they  been  prefent,  would 
by  their  advice  and  valour  have  aided  his  caufe. 
There  were  about  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  gen- 
tlemen in  the  palace,  befides  the  feven  himdred 
Swifs  guards  f  but  they  were  not  furniflied  with  arms^ 
or  ammunition  to  repel  an  afiauk.  There  were 
^hree  thoufand  Swifs  at  Courbevoye>  whom  the  con- 
fpirators  had  removed  from  the  capital,  and  who,  had 
they  received  orders  to  march  without  del^y  to  Paris, 
might  have  averted  the  cffefts  of  the  infurreftion  ; 
but  thefe  precautions  were  not  adopted.  The  mob 
increafed  to  an  alarming  number,  and  expreffed  the 
moft  fanguinary  intenticxns. 
■^•J^^ng  While  the  royal  family  were  confulting  on  the 
tore^air  nicafures  mod  proper  to  be  adopted  in  the  prefent 
to  the  ai".  emergency,  Rcederer,  xhtprocureur-fyndic^  entered  the 
fombiy.  chamber,  and  bluntly  exclaiming,  that  no  perfon 
Ihould  interfere  between  the  king  and  the  department, 
demanded  to  fpeak  with  their  majeflies  in  private. 
'  He  remonftrated  on  the  danger  to  which  they  were 
expofed,  and  infifted  that  defence  was  ufelefs,  and 
that  their  only  afylum  would  be  in  the  national 
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zEkmhly.  The  queen  immediately  penetrated  into^ 
die  true  meaning  of  this  hypocritical  propofal ;  and 
indignantly  anfwered,  "  Nail  me  to  the  walls  rather 
"  than  remove  me  from  the  palace  I'*  The  king^ 
however,  was  more  difpofed  to  comply,  and  at 
length  the  queen^  overcome  by  folicitations  and 
urged  in  the  name  of  her  children,  whofe  fafety 
was  endangered,  relu£i:antly  yielded*  ^'  It  is  the  laft 
« lacrifiqe,"  ftie  faid,  "  and  it  muft  be  made/'  The 
king's  cor^ud  on  this  occafion  has  been  vehemently 
ca^ured,  and  I  think  with  fome  reafon.  He  was 
fufficiently  apprized  by  his  friends  as  well  as  enemies^ 
that  the  infurredion  aimed  at  nothing  lefs  than  his 
political  deftruftion ;  and  he  was  wrong  to  defert  his 
drfenders  till  their  caufe  was  abfolutely^  hopelefs. 
His  condnft  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  recurring 
to  two  motives.  His  averfion  to  bloodihed,  and  his 
hope  that  the  people  at  large  were  not  fo  depraved 
as  either  his  friends  or  enemies  had  reprefented 
them.  It  is- certain  that  he  had  no  intention  that 
force  fhould  be  ufed  till  the  laft  extremity ;  and  when 
he  left  the  palace,  he  expefted  foon  to  have  beeiv 
able  to  fend  tidings  of  peace  and  fafety.  Thefe 
hopes  were  founded  on  the  acquittal  of  la  Fayette, 
and  on  the  moderation  Ihewn  by  fqme  members 
in  the  preceding  day's  debate.  Cowardice  was  not 
among  his  motives  ;  he  had  long  been  prepared  tp 
refign  his  life ;  and  had,  in  the  courfe  of  that  day^ 
given  the  moft  unequivocal  proofs  of  courage  *". 

The  royal  family  and  their  attendants  reached  Hf$  rcccg, 
the  hall  of  the  affembly  without  injury,  though  not  ^*®"* 
^thout  infult.     His  arrival  was  a  real  viftory  to. 
the  confpirators,  but  they  diflembled  their  favage 

^^  The  following  may  fcrve  as  an  inftance  of  the  king's  magna* 
nimity.  When  the  two  battalions  of  naiional  guards  adived  at  the 
palace^  tbey  (hewed  fuch  dirpofitlons  as  induced  a  grenadier  who  was 
near  the  king,  to  advifc  him  to  remove,  fis  he  was  within  reach  of 
the  levelled  arm«  of  his  enemies.  •*  I  am  forr>,"  faid  the  king,  "  to 
^'  hear  a  grenadier  confcfs  he  is  afraid  ;  as  for  me,  I  have  no  tear.'* 
S^  Ui(toricaI  Account  by  a  filational  Guard,  p.  9S» 
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exultation  till  the  fiate  of  the  day  was  decided.  As 
foon  as  he  arrived,  the  king  feated  himfelf  by  the  fide 
of  the  prefident,  and  addreffed  the  afiembly  in  thefe 
words  :  *'  I  am  come  hither  to  prevent  a  great  crime. 
"  — Among  you,  gentlemen,  I  believe  myfelf  in 
**  fafety."  Guadet,  who  fat  as  prefident  projem- 
fore  J  replied,  "  You  may  rely,  Sh-e,  on  the  firmnefe 
*'  of  the  national  affembly ;  its  members  have  fwom 
"  to  die  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
**  rf  the  conjiittitcd  authorities  J'  The  royal  family 
relied  fo  implicitly  on  this  promife,  that  the  queen 
expreffed  her  fatisfadUon  to  M.  d'Hervilly,  a  Swifs 
officer,  that  the  plans  for  their  efcape  had  been  re- 
jeded.  The  prefident  having  obferved  that  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  conftitution  forbad  the  affembly  to- 
continue  its  deliberations  in  prefence  of  the  king, 
his  majefty  defcended  to  the  bar,  where  his  &mily 
were  fitting ;  but  this  not  appearing  to  remove  the 
objeftion,  the  royal  family  and  their  attendants  were 
crowded  into  a  imall  box,  fix  feet  fquare  and  eight 
feet  high,  fituated  behind  the  prefident's  chair,  and 
called  the  Loge  du  Logographe,  where  the  reporters 
for.  that  newfpaper  were  accuftomed  to  fit.  They 
had  fcarcely  taken  this  ftation  when  the  noife  of 
firing  was  heard,  occafioned  by  the  attack  on  the 
palace,  and  the  refiftance  of  the  Swifs.  The  king 
immediately  difpatched  M.  d'Hervilly  to  order  the 
Swifs  to  lay  down  their  arnis  and  repair  to  the  affem- 
bly ;  but  viftory  foon  declared  for  the /ans^culottes, 
and  pillage  and  maffacre  fpeedily  enfued. 

SufpenfioD      The  affembly  now  difclaimed  all  further  referve. 

of  the  Some  petitions  had  been  prefented  before  this  event, 
'"^'  requiring  the  king's  depofition ;  but  the  legiflative 
body  temporized  with  the  petitioners.  When  the 
danger  was  removed,  they  received  the  deputations, 
which  thronged  in  prefenting  ridiculous  and  in- 
flammatory  petitions,  with  fraternal  kindnefs,  and 
invitations  to  the  honors  of  the  fitting.  Finally, 
in  a  tumultuous  fitting,  where  lefs  than  three  hundred 
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.deputies  were  mixed  with  a  countlefs  rabble  of  men^ 
-women,  and  children,  fome  in  rags,  fome  armed, 
Ibme  covered  with  blood,  and  uttering  dreadful 
imprecations,  the  affembly  proceeded  to  pronounce 
the  decree  for  fufpending  the  royal  fundiions,  and 
calling  a  national  convention. 

During  this  day,  the  laft  in  which  Louis  was  indigni- 
diftinguimed  with  the  name  of  king,  he  fuftained  '*"' 
unexampled  indignities  with  calmnefs  and  triumphant 
courage.  When  the  conqueft  of  the  palace  was  cer- 
tain, not  only  the  mob,  but  fortie  of  the  deputies,  in- 
fulted  the  king  and  royal  family  with  the  coarfeft  in- 
vedlives.  One  man  leaned  over  the  rails  of  the  Loge 
du  Logograpbcj  and  with  his  hat  on,  placing  his  head 
near  tne  king's,  reviled  him  with  every  term  of  abufe 
which  language  could  fupply ;  and  Chabot  took  oc- 
cafion  to  obferve,  that  all  the  miferies  of  the  country 
were  owing  to  the  perjuries  of  that  traitor  there, 
illuftrating  his  aflertion  by  pointing  at  the  king. 
To  give  a  plaufible  pretext  to  the  decree  of  fufpen- 
fion,  a  deputation  announced  that  the  palace  was 
on  fire,  and  that  the  flames  fhould  be  permitted  to 
rage  till  the  will  of  the  people  was  complied  with. 
Vergniaud,  who  was  the  prefident  pro  tempore^  pre- 
faced the  decree  with  an  hypocritical  declaration  of 
regret,  though  it  was  a  confummation  of  the  known 
wiflies  of  all  the  faftion  with  whom  he  was  connefted. 
During  this  whole  day,  the  king  took  no  refrefhment 
but  a  peach  or  a  bifcuit,  and  a  glafs  of  water,  the  queen 
nothing  but  a  bafon  of  foup ;  on  the  fucceeding  days 
their  meals  were  fupplied  by  a  neighbouring  traiteur. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  unfortunate  nth, nth, 
fovereign  and  his  family  were  tiken  from  the  Loge  xrea'mcnt 
du  Logographe^  and  conveyed  to  a  fmall  apartment,  of  the 
confifting  of  four  rooms,  which  belonged  to  the  "^X*^  ^** 
archited  of  the  Feuillans.     On  the  enfuing  days^  "**  ^' 
they  were  placed  in  the  fame  loge  as  before,  and  re- 
mained the  whole  day  expofed  to  the  heat  of  the 
fun,  to  the  infolence  of  the  affembly  and  of  the 
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rabble,  and  to  imminent  danger  of  aflaffinatlon* 
This  danger  was,  during  the  firft  day,  fo  alarming 
that  many  perfons  thought  the  mallacre  certain ;  and 
the  king  and  the  minifters  pulled  up  the  iron  railing 
which  feparated  them  from  the  affembly,  that  they 
might  in  a  moment  take  refuge  in  the  hall.  Their 
apprehenfions  were  not  derived  from  flight  drcum-* 
fiances,  as  the  affembly  feemed  to  encourage  the 
mob  in  their  ferocity ;  and  the  words  La  Mort  were 
chalked  in  large  letters  over  the  Loge  du  Logographe. 
In  this  fituation  they  remained  from  Friday,  when 
they  firft  came  into  the  affembly,  to  Monday,  when, 
they  were  fent  to  prifon.  Their  guards  had  been 
changed  for  fear  of  fedu£tion ;  and  fome  of  their 
friends  difmiffed  and  others  murdered. 

It  was  at  firft  determined  to  confine  them  in  the 
hotel  of  the  minifter  of  juftice,-  and  this  was  decreed ; 
but  Manuel  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  propofed  the 
Temple  as  their  prifon.  When  the  prefid6nt  re- 
minded him  of  the  decree  already  paffed,  he  replied, 
that  in  the  houfe  of  the  minifter  of  juftice,  the  de- 
partment could  not  be  anfwerable  for  the  fafety  of 
the  royal  family,  as  it  was  furrounded  by  other 
houfes,  by  means  of  which  their  efcape  might  be 
cffefted.  This  argument  was  admitted;  and  the 
royal  prifoners  were  conduced  to  the  Temple  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  During  this  journey,  the 
concourfe  of  people  was  prodigious ;  they  infifted 
that  the  glaffes  of  the  carriage  fhould  be  kept  down 
to  indulge  a  brutal  and  malignant  curiofity,  Petion, 
vain  of  his  fituation,  and  perhaps  remembering  with 
rancour  the  fuperior  diftinftidn  fhewn  to  Bamave 
during  the  journey  with  the  royal  family,  in  their  re- 
turn from  Varennes,  affefted  to  take  umbrage  at 
the  queen's  manner  of  furveying  the  people,  and 
defired  her  to  look  with  more  mildnefs.  The  mob 
fhouted  Vive  la  Nation  !  and  infulted  the  prifoners 
with  every  fpecies  of  fcurrility ;  but  they  abftained 
from  a£ts  of  violence,  and  the  carriage  arrived  in 

fafety 
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^ety  at  the  Temple.  Petion  conduced  the  king  to 
an  apartment,  where  he  informed  him  he  was  to 
fieep.  The  king  obferved,  that  he  fuppofed  he  • 
ihould,  at  leaft,  be  allowed  to  fleep  where  he  pleafed. 
*^  No,"  replied  the  Jacobin  mayor,  •'  this  is  your 
**  bed-room,  and  here  you  are  to  fleep.  Such  are 
**  the  commands  of  the  people  '.*' 

From  the  moment  of  the  king's  fufpenficm,  every  Aitsufed 
art  was  ufed  to  inflame  the  public,  and  give  a  bias  1°!^"^, 
to  their  fentiments  unfavourable  to  royalty.     Papers  peopk, 
found,  or  pretended  to  have  been  found,  in  the 
palace,  were  publiflied  and  commented  on  with  the 
moft  virulent  malignity  "*.     Innumerable  arrefts  took 
place,  in  which  every  one  wa^  included  who  was- 
known  to  profefs  any  attachment  to  the  royal  famHy, 
or  who  was  fufpefted  to  have  been  at  the  Tuillerics 
on  the  ninth  or  tenth  of  Auguft ".     The  garden 
and  flireet  orators  harangued  with  more  than  ufual 
warmth  and  violence  againft  the  treachery  of  the 
king,  and  the  profligacy  of  the  queen.     The  theatres 
were  compelled  to  affift  in  the  fame  caufe,  where  pieces 
recommending  republicanifm,  and  inculcating  regi- 
cide, were  prefented  mofl:  frequently,  and  with  the 
greateft  applaufe  "* ;  and  the  form  ot  prayer  for  the 
royal  family -was  baniflied  from  the  liturgy  ^      In  . 
▼irtue  of  a  proclamation  from  the  fedion  of  Mar- 
feiUes,  every  emblem  of  royalty,  every  fign  on  which 

1  In  the  narrative  I  hare  only  defcribed  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  foTar 
as  its  events  affe£led  the  royal  family.  For  further  details  refpefting 
the  confpiracy  which  produced  the  tnfurre^lion,  and  the  horrors  which 
cnfued,  fee  BmssOT.  The  particulars  I  have  given  are  derived 
from  the  Debates  and  Hiftoriet.  From  Peltier's  late  Picture  of  Pat-i^, 
vol.  J.    Fennel's  Review.     Account  of  the  Revolt  and   Maflacre. 

'%ff6rical  and  Political  Account  by  a  National  Guard.  Hiftoire  de 
la  Confpinition  du  lo  Aout,  par  M.  Bigot  de  St.  Croix.  Conjuration 
ded'Orleans^  vol.  iii.  p.  iSCyetfeq.  Moore^s  JoMrnal,  vol.  i.  from 
beginniing  to  p.  194..  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  496.  Bertrand*» 
Private  Memoirs/ vol,  iii.  p*  63. 
"  Fennel's  Review,  p.  419.  Peltier's  late  Pi^lure,  vol.  ii.  p.  77. 
n  Hlftories. 

'     •  Moore's  Journal^  vol.  U  pt  107.  .     . 

•  J>  Idem.  p.  »9S. 
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was  the  portrait  of  a  king,  all  the  bufts  of  ini|>ated 
traitors,  as  la  Fayette,  Mirabeau,  Necker,  were  puUed 
down,  and  demoliihed.     All  the  pieces  of  fculpture 
which  ornamented  the  porches  or  other  parts  of 
palaces,  churches,  or  private  or  public  buildings^ 
and  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  proclamation^ 
were  hewn  down.     The  words  kingj  prince^  royal^ 
monarchy    Bourbon^    &c.    were  effaced   throughout 
Paris,  and  the  names  of  ftreets,  fquares,  and  bridges 
underwent  a  conformable  alteration.    A  decree  was 
cbtained,  from  the  affembly  on  petition,  that  the 
monuments  and  ftatues  of  kings  (hould  be  converted 
into  caimon.    The  virtues  of   Henry  IV.  fo  late 
the  idol  of  the  populace^  could  not  atone  for  the 
crime  of  his  having  been  a  king.    His  character 
fufpended  for  a  moment  the  refolution  of  the  de- 
molilhers,  but  the  recoUeftion  of  royalty  came  to 
their  aid ;  the  rope  was   put  about  his  neck,  and 
be  was  tumbled  from  his  pedeftal  amidft  the  fliouts 
of  the  mob ''.     A  new  coinage  was  alfo  decreed,  in 
which  the  emblem  of  liberty,  with  the  legend.  Liberty^ 
Equality  J  was  fubflituted  lor  the  king's  head ;   the 
date  was  altered  to  the  firft  year  of  Liberty,  and  on 
the  reverfe  was  an  oak  crown '. 
Decrees  Before  the  king  departed  from  the  affembly  it 

"^h^^fn"'^  was  decreed,  that  be  and  his  family  were  confided  to 
imprison-  the  care  and  to  the  virtues  of  the  citizens  of  Parisj 
ment.  and  Manuel  had  promifed,  that  in  his  removal  to  ^ 
the  Temple,  he  fliould  be  treated  with  all  the  refpeil 
due  to  misfortune  \  To  appreciate  thofe  virtues,  and 
that  refpeft,  it  is  neceffary  to  defcribe  with  fome 
DMnutenefs,  the  place  where  the  royal  family  were 
incarcerated,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
treated  during  their  confinement  % 

^  Fennel's  Review,  p.  403.     Debates,  &c. 
»  Peltier's  late  Piflurc,  vol.  ii,  p.  135, 

*  Debates.     Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  95. 

*  The  following  dcfcription  it  tranilated  from  Ment}oyc's  Elogc, 
f.  no. 
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««  The  Temple  k  a  divifion  of  fmall  extent,  fituate  P^^^^JP",,, 
at  die  north-eaft  extremity  of  Paris.  It  forms  an  irre-  xempie, 

fular  inclofure,  and  at  its  greateft  length  and  breadth,  ^d  of  the 
oes  not  exceed  an  hundred  fathoms.     It  is  ifolated,  Xncd  to* 
that  is  to  fay,  forms  a  little,  feparate  city,  the  gates  of  the  royal 
which  are  Ihiit  every  night*  Within  ihe  walls  debtors  ^^^^Y* 
were  ufed  to  feek  a  refuge ;  and  therefore  to  multiply 
lodgings^  and  accommodate  a  greater  number  qf 
people,  the  whole  fpace  was  divided  into  fmall  nar- 
row ftreets.     The  throng  of  inhabitants   rendered 
.  the  Temple  peculiarly  dirty,  unhealthy,  mean  and 
melancholy.     In  one  of  the  angles  of  this  inclofure 
was  fituate  the  palace  of  the  grand  prior  of  the  order 
of  Templars.     I  call  it  a  palace  in  compliance  with 
the  ufual  phrafe.;  but  the  palace  was  not  in  appear- 
ance or  extent  diftinguifliable  from  the  houfe  of  an 
individual  of  moderate  fortune.     It  was  built  be- 
tween a  narrow  court  and  a  very  fmall  garden* 
Amongft  the  mif-fhapen  and  Gothic  piles  which  were 
contiguous  might  be  diftinguifhed  an  elevated  tower, 
fquare,   and  flanked  with  fmall  turrets,  called  the 
Great  Tower. 

*'  This  tower  is  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
high,  and  confifts  of  four  ftories  arched,  and  fup- 
.  ported  iii  the  middle  by  a  great  pillar  from  the  bot- 
tom to  the  top.  The  area,  within  the  walls,  was 
abqut  thirty  feet  fquare  *.  This  was  the  place  deft 
tined  by  the  municipal  officers  of  Paris  to  be  the 
prifon  of  Louis  XVI.  and  his  family.  Hie  Baftille 
prefented  nothing  equal  in  horrors  to  the  tower  of 
the  Temple.  Great  expence  was  incurred  to  ren- 
der this  prifon  additionally  gloomy.  Part  of  the  pa- 
lace, and  all  the 'buildings  adjoining  to  the  tower 
were  pulled  down,  fo  that  it  remained  pcrfeftly  ifo- 
lated. fAroufid.  the  foot  of  the  tower  was  dug  a 
wide,  deep  ditch.     That  part  of  the  garden  which 

•  Clery'f  Jpurnal,  p.  98. 
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was  referved  for  the  auguft  prifoners  to  walk  in^ 
was  ^nelofed  by  high  walls,  fo  that  the  tower,  buflt 
in  a  clofe  fituation,  where  the  circulation  of  air  was 
impeded,  became  ftill  more  damp  and  unhealthy. 
The  ftaircafe,  leading  to  the  king*s  apartment,  was 
divided  by  fix  wickets,  far  more  hideous  than  thofe 
which  are  feen  in  other  prifons.  The  doors  were  fo 
low  and  fo  narrow,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  bend 
double,  and  move  fide-ways  to  clear  the  threfhold. 
Thefe  doors  were  of  iron,  and  fumifhed  with  mafly 
bolts ;  they  made  a  melancholy  and  terrifying  noife 
in  turning  on  their  hinges.  They  were  always  kept 
fliut,  and  a  perfon  who  prefented  himfelf  at  one  was 
obliged  to  wait  till  it  was  clofed  again,  before  he 
could  make  his  progrefs  through  another.  At  the 
foot  of  the  ftaircafe  there  was  a  feventh  wicket, 
with  an  iron  door,  fo  heavy,  that  to  place  it  on  its 
hinges  required  the  exertion  of  feveral  men.  The 
outer  door  of  the  king's  apartment  was  alfo  of  iron, 
A  guard  of  three  hundred  men  v^tched  night  and 
day  about  this  prifon.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  this 
work  of  inhumanity  could  not  be  inftantly  com- 
pleted ;  but  fuch  great  impatience  was  fhewn  to  fhut 
Up  the  king  in  this  tower,  that  they  would  not  wait 
till  the  chains  for  his  detention  were  completely 
forged.  I'm  the  tower  could  be  prepared,  he  inha- 
bited a  part  of  the  palace  of  the  Temple.  In  his 
hours  of  exercife,  the  unfortunate  prince  furveyed 
"^^the  preparatiofi  of  the  tomb,  in  which  he  and  his 
ftnlily  were  to  be  buried  alive.  Yet  he  alv^ys 
ibidntsfined  the  fame  unalterable  mildnefs,  esamia- 
tng  thefe  horrible  preparations  wth  heroic  patience. 
He  uttered  Ho  complaint ;  once  only,  this  obferya- 
tion  efcaped  him :  "  Ah !  gentlemen,  what  expence 
**  and  contrivance  thrown  away !  Be  alTured^  I  have 
**  no  thought  of  efcaping ''."    * 

^  Montioyi. 

<^About 
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**  About  the  middle  of  September,  to  the  great 
joy  of  his  jailors,  the  king  was  immured  in  this 
dreary  tower; 

**  The  fecond  and  third  ftories,  allotted  to  the 
royal  family,  being,  as  were  all  the  other  ftories, 
fingle  rooms,  they  were  now  each  divided  into  four 
chambers  by   partitions  of  boards.      The  ground 
floor  was  for  the  ufe  of  the  municipal  officers  ^  the 
firft  ftory  was  kept  as  a  guard  room ;  and  the  king 
was  lodged  in  the  fecond.     The  firft  room  of  his 
apartments  was  an  antichamber,  from  which  three 
doors  led  to  three  feparate  rooms.     Oppofite  the 
entrance  was  the  king's  chamber,  in  which  a  bed 
was  placed  for  the  dauphin ;  Clery*s  was-on  the 
left  ;    fo  was  the  dining-room,  which  was  divided 
from  the  anti-chamber  by  a  glazed  partition.    There 
was  a  chimney  in  the  king's  chamber :  the  other 
rooms  were  warmed  by  a  great  ftove  in  the  suiti- 
chamber.    The  light  was  admitted  into  each  of  thefe 
rooms  by  windows,  but  thofe  were  blocked  up  with 
great  iron  bars  and  flanting  fcreens  on  the  outfide^ 
which  prevented  a  free  circulation  of  the  air :  the 
embrafures  of  the  windows  were  nine  feet  thick* 
Evefy  ftory  of  the  Great  Tower  communicated  with 
jbiar  twrets  built  at  the  angles.     In  one  of  thefe 
turrets  was  a  ftaircafe  that  went  up  as  far  as  the 
battlements,  and  on  which  the  feven  wickets  were 
placed*   This  ftaircafe  opened  on  every  floor  througK 
two   gates :     the    firft    of    oak,    very   thick    and 
ftudded  with  nails  j  the  fecond  of  iron*     Another 
of-  the    turrets    formed    a    clofet   to   the  king^s 
chamber;    the    third  ferved  for  a    water-clofet ; 
and  in  the  Fourth  was  kept  the  fire-wood,   where 
alfo  the  teitiporary  beds,    on    which    the    muni- 
cii«l  officers  flept  near  the  king,  were  depofited 
in  the  day-time.     The  four  rooms,  of  which  the 
king's  apartments  confifted,  had  a  falfe  ceiling  of 
doth,  arid  the  partitions  ^;^ere  hung  with  a  coloured 
pap^*'    The  totichwnber  hat!  the  appearance  of 

*H  a  th« 
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the  interior  of  a  jail,  and  on  one  of  the  pannels  was 
hung  the  declaration  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  in  verv 
large  charafters,  with  a  tri-coloured  frame.     A  cheft 
of  drawers,  a  fmall  bureau,  four  chairs  with  cuihions, 
an  armed  chair,  a  few  rufh-bottomed  chairs^  a  table, 
.  a  glafs  over  the  chimney,  and  a  green  damafk  bed, 
were  all  the  furniture  of  the  king's  chamber :  thefe 
articles,  as  well  as  what  were  in  the  other  rooms, 
^     were  taken  from  the  Temple  Palace.     The  king's 
bed  was  that  in  which  the  count  d'Artois,  captain 
of  the  guards,  ufed  to  fleep.     The  queen  occupied 
.    the  third  ftory,  which  was  diftributed  in  much  the 
fame  manner  as  the  king's.     The  bedchamber  for 
the  queen  and  madame  royale  was  above  his  ma- 
jefty's :   in  the  turret  was  their  clofet.      Madame 
Elizabeth^s  room  was  over  Clery's.     The  entrance 
ferved  for  an  antichamber,  where  the  municipal 
officers  watched  by  day  and  flept  at  night.     The 
fourth  ftory  was  not  occupied.     A  gallery  ran  all 
along  within  the  battlements,  which  fometimes  ferved 
as  a  Walk.     The  embrafures  were  ftopt  up  with 
blinds,  to  prevent  the  family  from  feeing  or  being 
feen. 
Manner  of      The  king  ufually  rofe  at  fix  in  the  morning  ^ :  he 
pafliivg  the  Ihaved  himfelf,  and  Clery  dreffed  his  hair ;  he  then 
^*^'  went  to  his  reading-room,  which  being  very  fmall, 

the  municipal  officer  on  duty  remained  in  the  bed- 
i  chamber  with  the  door  open,  that  he  might  always 
keep  the  king  in  fight.  Soon  after  the  king  was 
up,  he  read  tne  form  of  prayer  of  the  Knights  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft  ;  and,  as  mafs  had  not  been  permitted 
at  the  Temple,  even  on  holidays,  he  commanded 
Clery  to  purchafe  a  breviary,  fuch  as  was  ufed  in  the 
diocefe  or  Paris.  This  monarch  was  of  a  religious 
turn ;  but  his  religion,  pure  and  enlightened,  ntvear 
encroached  upon  his  other  duties. 

His  majefty  continued  praying  on  his  knees  for 
five  or  fix  inuiutes,  and  then  read  till  nine  o'clock. 

*  Thefe  particulars  are  copied  from  CieiyVi  Jouraali  f  •  4V«  >03* 

Books 
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Books  of  travels ;  Montefquieu's  Works  ;  thofe  of 
Buffon ;  De  Pluche*s  Spectacle  de  la  Nature  ;  Hume's 
Hiftory  of  England,  in  Englifli ;  on  the  Imitation  of 
Chrift,  in  Latin ;  Taflb,  in  Italian ;  and  French 
plays,  were  what  he  ufually  read  from  his  firft  being 
lent  into  confinement.  He  devoted  four  houVs  a- 
day  to  Latin  authors. 

While  the  king  was  thus  engaged,  Clery,  after 
putting  his  chamber  to  rights,  and  preparing  the 
breakfaft,  went  down  to  the  queen,  who  never 
opened  her  door  till  he  arrived,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  municipal  officer  from  going  into  her  apartment. 
He  drefled  the  prince,  and  combed  the  queen^s  hair, 
then  went  and  did  the  fame  for  madame  royale  and 
madame  Elizabeth.  This  fervice  afforded  one  of 
the  opportunities  Clery  had  of  communicating  to 
the  qiieen  and  princelTes  whatever  he  learnt ;  for 
when  they  found  by  a  fign  that  he  had  fomething 
to  fay,  one  of  them  kept  the  municipal  officer  in  talk, 
to  divert  his  attention. 

At  nine  o'clock  the  king  and  his  fon  were  fum- 
moned  to  brcakfaft  :  Clery  attended  them.  He  af* 
terwards  dreflfed  the  hair  of  the  queen  and  princeffes, 
and  by  the  queen's  orders  taught  madame.  roy* 
ale  to  drefs  hair.  While  Clery  was  doing  this,  the 
king  played  at  drafts  or  chefs,  fometimes  with  the 
queen,  fometimes  with  madame  Elizabeth.  Clery 
alfo  put  the  queen  and  the  princeffes*  chambers  to 
rights  ^. 

At  ^ 

**  In  thi«  Clery  wa«  affifted  by  TiflTon  and  his  wife,  the  only  kini!  of 
work  in  which  they  gave  him  any  help.  It  was  not  for  this  fervice  only 
tliiittheije  people  were  placed  in  the  Tower  ^  a  more  important  part  was 
afiigned  them  \  they  were  to  obferve  whatever  efcaped  the  vigilance  of 
the  commi^oners  of  the  municipality,  and  even  to  inform  againft 
thofe  officers  themfeives.  They  were  alfo  doubtlefs  intended  to 
be  made  ufefnl  in  the  perpetration  of  whatever  crimes  might  enter  into 
the  plan  of  thofe  who  had  appointed  ihem  \  for  the  woman,  who  then  - 
appeared  of  a  mild  difpofition,  and  ftood  in  great  awe  of  her  huiband, 
afterwards  betraved  herfelf  in  an  infamous  accufation  of  the  queen,  at 
thecoodufion  ot  which  ihe  was  feized  with  fits  of  madnefs :  and  as  fbr 
*H  3  Tiifon, 
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At  ten  o'clock  the  king  and  the  family  went  down 
to  the  queen's  chamber,  and  there  pafled  the  day^ 
He  employed  himfelf  in  educating  his  fon ;  made 
him  write  paflages  from  Cornielle  and  Racine  ;  gave 
him  lefTcns  in  geography,  and  exercifed  him  in  co^r 
louring  the  maps.  The  prince's  early  quicknefs  of 
japprehenfion  fully  repaid  the  fond  cares  of  the  king. 
He  had  fo  happy  a  memory,  that  on  a  map,  covered 
over  with  a  blank  flieet  of  paper,  he  could  point  out 
the  departments,  dillrids,  towns,  and  courfes  of  the 
rivers.  It  was  the  new  geography  of  France,  which 
jthe  king  taught  him.  The  queen,  on  her  part,  wag 
employed  in  the  education  of  her  daughter ;  and 
jthefe  different  leflbns  lafted  till  eleven  o'clock.  The 
remaining  hour  till  noon  was  pafled  in  needle-workj^ 
knitting,  or  making  tapeftry.  At  noon,  the  queen 
and  princefles  retired  to  madame  Elizabeth's  cham^ 
ber  to  change  their  drefs  ;  no  municipal  officer  went 
in  with  them. 

At  one  o'clock,  when  the  weather  was  fine,  the 
royal  family  were  conduced  to  the  garden  by  four 
municipal  officers  and  the  commander  of  a  legion  of 
the  national  guards.  A  great  number  of  workmen 
.  being  employed  in  the  Temple,  pulling  down  houfes 
and  raifmg  new  walls,  the  only  walk  allowed  was  a 
part  of  that  under  the  great  chefnut-trees.  Being' 
permitted  to  attend  on  thefe  occafions,  Clery  en- 
gaged the  young  prince  to  play,  fometimes  at  foot- 
ball, fometimes  at  coits^,  at  racing,  and  other  aftive 
fports.  • 

j  At  two  they  returned  to  the  Tower,  where  Clery 

;  ferved  the  dinner.     The  royal  table  was  abundantly 

fupplied,  lefs  from  motives  of  refpedl  for  the  mo-» 


TifTon,  vho  had  formerly  been  a  cuftom-hoiife  officer  of  the  loweft 
rank,  he  was  an  old  fellow  of  a  ferocious  temper,  Incapable  of  pity,  and 
a  ftranger  to  every  fentimeni  of  humanity.  The  confpirators  feeoied 
Hetermmcd  to  place  the  molt  vicious  and  degraded  of  mankind  neav 
the  mo^  virtuous  and  auguft. 

narch^ 
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narch,  than  of  kindnefs  for  the  commiffioners  ;  who 
made  daily  vifits  to  the  Temple  to  take  their  meals  *. 
Tins  is  rendered  more  probable  by  the  motion  which 
Jaques  Roux,  a  conftitutional  prieft,  made  in  the 
commune  ;  he  faid,  "  I  propofe  that  Louis  Ihall  be 
**  dieted,  kept  upon  bread  and  water,  till  his  head 
**  is  cut  off."  At  dinner-time,  Santerre  the  brewer, 
who  was  commander  in  chief  of  the  national  guards 
of  Paris,  regularly  came  every  day  to  the  Temple, 
attended  by  two  aid-de-camps.  He  minutely  ex- 
amined the  different  rooms ;  the  king  fometimes 
fpoke  to  him,  but  the  queen  never.  After  dinner 
the  royal  family  withdrew  to  the  queen's  chamber, 
where  their  majefties  ufually  played  a  party  of  piquet 
or  tric-trac ;  the  dauphin  and  his  fifter  went  into  the 
antichamber  to  play  at  battledore  and  fhuttlecock,  at 
Siam,  or  fome  other  game.  Madame  Elizabeth  was 
always  with  them,  and  generally  fat  at  a  table  with  a 
book  in  her  hand. 

Clery  ftayed  with  .them  too,  and  fometimes  read,  at 
which  time  he  fat  down  in  obedience  to  their  orders. 
This  difperfion  of  the  royal  family  often  perplexed 
the  two  municipal  officers  on  guard,  who,  anxious 
not  to  leave  the  king  and  queen  alone,  were  ftill 
more  fo  not  to  leave  one  another,  fo  great  was  their 
diftrufl.  This  was  the  time  Madame  Elizabeth  took 
to  aflc  Clery  queftions,  or  give  him  orders.  He  both 
liftened  to  her,  and  anfwered,  without  taking  his 
eyes  from  the  book  in  his  hand,  that  he  might  not 

«  Toulan,  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  commtine,  made  ihp 
following  ob'fervations  on  the  fubjeft  ;  "  The  table  at  the  Temp  A  feems 
'*  to  be  a  table  for  the  commune^  A  number  of  citizens,  without  «ny 
'<  other  pretence  than  that  of  having  been  commi(rioners,  attend  there 
•'  t0  eat,  infomuch  that,  one  evening  when  we  ought  oply  to  have 
'*  been  eight,  we  fate  down  nineteen.  Defirous  to  remedy  this  abufe, 
*«  we  named  comifiiiTioners  to  inquire  into  it  5  but  they  only  went  to 
*«  the  Temple  ro  wr.  The  council,  out  of  patience  that  tbefe  com- 
'*  mi(]ioners  made  no  report,  appointed  new  ones,  but  after  the  exam^ 
**  pie  of  the  firft,  they  only  went  to  the  Temple  10  tct.  If  we  go  on  in 
"  this  manner,  we  iball  all  go  the  Tempje  u  tatJ**  Eioge,  Stc. 
p*  2%Z. 

*  H  4  be 


104  MEMOIRS   OF 

be  futprifed  by  the  municipal  ofScer?.  The  daijpliiii 
and  Madame  Royale,  inftrufted  by  their  aunt,  facw 
litated  thefe  converfations  by  being  noify  in  their 
play,  and  often  made  figns  to  her  that  the  officers 
were  coming. 

At  four  o'clock  the  king  lay  down  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes, the  family,  with  books  i^  their  hands,  fitting 
round  him,  and  keeping  profound  filence  while  he 
flept*  What  a  fight !  a  monarch  perfecuted  -by 
hatred  and  calumny,  fallen  from  his  throne  into  a 
prifon,  yet  fupported  by  the  purity  of  hi§  mind,  and 
enjoying  the  peaceful  flumbers  of  the  good. 

On  the  king's  waking,  the  convcrfation  w^s  rc- 
fumed  }  and  he  would  make  Clery  fit  by  him,  while 
Jie  taught  his  fon  to  write.  The  copies  Clery  fet 
were  chpfen  by  himfelf  from  the  works  of  Montef- 
quieu,  and  other  celebrated  authors.  When  this 
ieffon  was  over,  Clery  attended  the  young  prince  to 
madame  Elizabeth's  chamber, .  where  he  played  at 
Dall  or  fhuttlecock. 

In  the  eyening  the  family  fat  round  a  table,  ^hile 
the  queen  read  to  them  from  books  of  hiftory,  o^ 
Other  works  proper  to  inftrufl;  and  amufe  her  child- 
ren, in  which  fhe  often,  unexpededly,  met  with 
fituations  correfpondent  to  her  own,  that  gave  birth 
to  very  afflifting  refleftions.  Madame  Eli2;abeth 
took  the  book  in  her  turn,  and  in  this  manner  tb^y 
read  till  eight  o'clock.  Clery  then  gave^  the  prince 
his  fupper  in  madame  Elizabeth's  chamber,  during 
which  the  family  looked  on,  and  the  king  took  plea- 
fure  in  diverting  the  children,  by  raaldng  them  guefs 
riddles  in  a  coUedlion  of  the  Mercure  de  France j 
which  he  had  found  in  the  library, 

iVfter  the  dauphin  had  fupped,  Clery  undreifed  him, 
and  the  queen  heard  him  fay  his  prayers;  he  faid  one 
in  '^particular  f9r  the  princefs  de  X^a^hballe  -,  and  in 
another  he  begged  of  God  to  proteft  the  life  of  the 
marchionefs  de  Tourzel,  his  govemefs.  When  th? 
p^unicipal  officers  were  too  near,  the  prince,  of  his 

pwn 
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own  accord,  had  the  precaution  to  fay  thefe  two 
prayers  in  a  low  voice.  They  were  out  of  their 
fight  only  two  or  three  minutes,  juft  before  Clery 
put  him  to  bed ;  and  if  he  had  any  thing  to  com- 
municate to  the  queen,  Clery  took  that  opportunity. 
He  acquainted  her  with  the  contents  of  the  journals. 
When  they  were  no  longer  permitted  in  the  Tower, 
a  newfman,  fent  on  purpofe,  ufed  to  come  every 
night  at  feven  o'clock,  and  ftanding  near  the  wall 
by  the  fide  of  the  Round  Tower  in  the  Temple 
enclofure,  read,  feveral  times  over,  an  account  o(  all 
that  had  been  pafling  at  the  national  convention,  at 
the  commune,  and  in  the  armies.  Clery,  placing 
himfelf  in  the  king's  reading-room,  liftened,  and  with 
the  advantage  of  perfeft  filence,  remembered  all  he 
heard. 

At  nine  the  king  went  to  fupper ;  while  the  queen 
and  madame  Elizabeth  took  it  in  turns  to  flay  with 
the  dauphin;  and  as  Clery  carried  them  whatever 
they  wanted  from  the  table,  it  afforded  another  op- 
portunity of  fpeaking  to  them  without  witneffes. 

After  fijpper  the  king  went  for  a  moment  to  the 
queen's  chamber,  fhook  hands  with  her  and  her  Af- 
ter for  the  ijight,  and  kifled  his  children ;  then  go- 
ing to  his  own  apartment,  he  retired  to  the  turret- 
Toqmi  where  he  fat  reading  till  midnight.  The 
queen  and  the  princefles  locked  thenifelves  in,  and 
one  of  th^  municipal  officers  remained  in  the  little 
room  which  parted  their  chambers,  where  he  pafled 
the  night ;  the  other  followed  his  majefty. 

Clery  then  made  up  his  bed  near  the  king's ;  but 
his  majefty,  before  he  went  to  reft,  waited  to  know 
who  was  the  new  municipal  officer  on  duty  j  ?md  if  ^ 
he  had  never  feen  him,  commanded  Clery  to  inquire 
his  name.  The  municipal  officers  were  relieved  at 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  five  in  the  afternoon, 
and  at  midnight.  * 

At  night,  after  bed-time,  the  municipal  officers 
ranged  their  beds  in  the  antichamber  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner 
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ner  as  to  block  up  his  majefl:y*s  cjoon  They  alfo 
locked  one  of  the  doors  in  Clery's  room,  by  which 
he  could  have  gone  into  the  king's  and  took  away 
the  key ;  fo  that  if  tiis  majefty  happened  to  call  him 
in  the  night,  he  was  forced  to  pafs  through  the  anti- 
chamber,  bear  their  ill-humour,  and  wait  till  they 
chofe  to  get  up» 
•rfSept.  Before  the  confinement  of  the  Toyil  family  in 
like  royai^  ^^cfe  apartments,  they  Im J  frcfli  occajlon  to  con- 
lajniiy.  teniplaie  an  example  of  Parifian  ferocity  in  the  maf- 
facrcs  of  Septembtr.  Grnt  i^^ars  were  entertained 
for  their  fafety  during  thofe  days ;  but  the  corAinif- 
fioners  on  duty  fucceeded  in  preventing  the  mob 
from  executing  any  ferocious  projeft  with  which 
their  leaders  might  have  infpired  them.  But  though 
they  were  reftrained  from  violence,  they  committed 
^n  aft  of  brutality,  from  which  the  moll  unenlight- 
ened favages  would  have  recoiled  with  horror.  The 
head  of  the  princefs  de  Lamballe,  carried  on  a  pike^ 
and  her  heart  above  it,  were  paraded  before  the 
windows  of  the  Temple.  The  queen  inftantly  feinted^ 
and  both  fhe  and  the  princefs  Elizabeth  were  taken 
extremely  ill^  Two  commiffioners  were  with  the  king; 
one  of  them,  hearing  the  fliouts,  and  recognizing 
the  head,  invited  him  to  fee  a  curious  exhibition* 
The  king  was  advancing  towards  the  window,  when 
the  other  commiflioner  interpofed,  faying  that  the 
fight  was  too  fhocking  ;  and  placing  his  hand  before 
his  eyes,  prevented  him  frpm  feeing  it.  The  king  after-? 

f  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  315.  Peltier's lateP15^Hre,Tol.ii. p.  3»S. 
Cleiy*     I  regret  that  a  Hritifh  omcer  (hould  have  difgraced  humanity 
by  an  txtetmaiicn  of  the  horrid  fceites  of  thcie  days.     I  had  made  a  refb^ 
iution  not  to  advert  to  his  woik,  but  in  this  cafe  the  mirrcprefentatioii 
*  IS  fo  grofs,  and  the  author  has  related  the  tafts  with  To  moch  indecoron^ 

buffoonery,  that  indignation  compels  notice,  ami  iUence  would  Ikt 
culpable.  He  fays,  that  the  bleeding  head  of  the  princefs  rfe  Lam- 
balle was  raiftd  upon  a  pike,  with  her  \\t7ivi  at  a  meek  ctruut  abvvg  h  i, 
that  the  queen  did  not  drop  a  tear  or  mourn  the  victim  of  attaclunent^ 
but  rofe  above  v'ivate  ferfibility,  and  on  the  mob  retiringy  took  her 
feat  Mfpcrtnthf  unoftBtd^  and  picked  a  bunch  of  grapes  with  the  greateft 
^ngfrnd*    «iee  Jame8*t  Extenuationi  p.  t$^  and[  note* 

12  l^ds 
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wards  telated  this  anecdote  to  M.  de  Malefherbes, 
who  requefted  the  names  of  the  commiffioners  ;  he 
told  that  of  the  humane  man,  without  hefitation,  but 
dechned  mentioning  the  other,  alleging,  "that  it  could 
^'  do  him  no  credit  at  that  time ;  and  might  pofli- 
^*  biy,  at  fome  future  period  bring  him  to  trouble'^. 

It  is  faid,  that  at  this  period  Louis  was  perfuaded  Report  of 
by  Petion,   Kerfaint,  and  Manuel,  to  write  to  the  wHttng^o 
king  of  Pruffia,   requefting  him  to  withdraw   his  the  king  of 
forces  from  the  French  territory,  and  that  he  was  ^***^'*^ 
promifed,  that  on  this  condition  his  own  life  and  the 
iives  of  his  family  fliould  be  laved  *".     This  account, 
Jipwever,  is  difproved  by  Glery. 

The  firft  public  aft  of  the  national  convention  «iftSej»t. 
was  the  abolition  of  royalty ;  this  meafure  was  an-  ^^^oyalw^ 
jiounced  to  the  king  by  Manuel,  who  received  this 
patriotic  anfwer  :  "  If  the  French  people  are  really 
"  happier  under  a  republican  government,  than  un- 
^*  der  a  monarchy,  their  happinefs  will  prove  a  fuffici- 
"  ent  cpmpenfation  for  all  my  facrifices  K*'  When 
this  point  had  been  obtained,  a  virulent-  and  cla- 
morous party  fpeedily  arofe  in  the  convention,  who 
deman4ed  his  trial,  or  rather  his  execution  without 
a  trial ;  and  perfevered  till  their  efforts  were  crowned 
withfuccefs, 

Notwithfianding  the  exertions  of  the  king's  ene-  increafing 
mies  in  traducing  his  charafter,  they  appear  to  have  ^^^^^^  f ^ 
been  aftuated  by  a  conftant  dread  left  his  virtues  encink!^* 
ihould  be  acknowledged  by  the  people,  and  occa- 
fion  a  return  of  humanity  and  affe£lion.  Thus,  after 
the  abolition  of  royalty,  they  inceffantly  'laboured  to 
take  advantage  of  petty  circumftances  to  degrade 
and  render  him  unpopular.   Their  firft  effort  was  di- 
refted  againft  a  clock,  which  was  infcribed  with  the 
maker*s  name,  and  the  addition  of  clock-maker  to  the 
kin^  J  a  wafer  was  placed  over  the  word  king,  that 

t  Eloge»  p.  1S4<    Moore^f  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  597. 

^  Paget)  voL  ii.  p.  44. 

^  h€Kttv^*$  Memoirs,,  vol.  i.  p.  $• 
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fucceeded  by  Clery,  who  had  been  retained  to  ^^ 
tend  on  the  dauphin;  and  he,  after  incurring  an 
imminent  rifk  of- his  life%  remained  with  the  king 

P  The  ctrcutnftance  is  thus  related  by  Clery  i  "  One  evening  abont 
'*  (ix  o'clock,  it  was  the  5ihof  06iobtr,  after  having  fecn  the  queen  to 
**  her  apartment,  I  v«as  returning  to  the  king's  with  two  municipal 
•*  officers,  when  the  fentinel  at  the  great  gaard-hoofe  door  taking  me 
**  by  the  arm^  and  calling  me  by  my  nam^  alked  me  how  I  did,  and 
**  faid  with  an  air  of  myftery,  that  he  wilhed  very  much  to  fpeak  to  me. 
«*  *  Sir,*  cried  I,    *  Op^^  o"^  >  ^  ^^  "<''  allowed  to  whifper  with  any 
"  bodv.*— <  I  was  aflured,*  replied  the  ftntinel,  '  that  the  king  had 
«  lately  been  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  and  you  with  him.*— 'You  fee 
«<  it  is  not  fp,*  faid  I»  and  left  him-    There  was  one  officer  walking 
'*  before  and  another  behind  me  s  the  former  ftept  and  heard  us.    Next 
*<  morning  two  commiffioners  waited  for  me  at  the  door  of  the  queen*ft 
'<  apartment :  they  condu6ted  me  to  the  council. chamber,  where  1  was 
'*  examined  by  the  municipal  officers  then  aflfembled.     I  reported  the 
**  converfation  exa£lly  as  it  had  pafled,  which  was  confirn^ed  by  the 
**  officer  who  had  heard  it:  the  otheraileged  that  the  fentinel  had  given 
'<  me  a  paper}  that  he  had  heaid  the  rumpling  of  it,  and  that  it  was  a 
**  letter  for  the  king.     I  denied  the  fa6l  j  defuing  they  would  feaicb 
^<  me,  and  take  all  means  of  fatisfying  themfelves.     A  minute  of  the 
'*  fitting  of  the  council  was  drawn  up;  I  was  confronted  with   the 
•*  fentinel,  who  was  fentenced  to  be  confined  for  four-and-twtnty 
**  hours.  '  I  fuppofed  this  affair  was  at  an  endy  when  on  the  26th  m 
"  O^ober,  while  the  royal  family  were  at  dinner,  a  municipal  officer 
'*  walked  in,  followed  by  fix  foldiers  with  drawn  fabres,  together  with 
*<  a  clerk  of  the  rolls  and  a  tipflafF,   both  in  their  official  drefs.    I 
**  was  terrified  leafl  they  ihould  be  come  for  the  king.     The  royal 
*'  family  all  rofe,  and  the  king  afked  what  they  wanted  with  him  ^  bair. 
**  the  officer,  without  replying,  called  me  into  another  room :  the 
*'  foldiers  followed  us,  and  the  clerk  having  read  a  warrant  to  arreft 
**  me,  I  was  feized  in  order  to  be  taken  before  the  tribunal.     I  begged 
'*  permiffion  to  inform  the  king  of  it,  and  was  anfwered  that  I  was  no 
«  longer  at  liberty  to  fpeak  to  him,     ^  But  you  may  take  a  fhtrt,* 
**  added  the  officer,  '  it  won't  be  a  long  bufiuefs.*    I  thought  £ 
«  underftood  him,   and  took  only  my  hat.      I  pafTed  by  the  king: 
^*  and  the  royal  family,  who  were  (landing,  and  in  confternation  at  the 
*<  manner  in  which  I  was  taken  away.     The  populace  affembled  in  tlie 
f<  Temple  court,  heaped  abufeupon  me,  calling  out  for  my  head.  Thtf 
^*  were  told  by  one  of  the  national  guards  that  it  was  necefiary  to  fave 
**  my  life,  in  order  to  difcover  fecrets  which  I  alone  knew.    The  fame 
**  vociferations  however  continued  all  the  way.    The  moment  we 
**  arrived  at  the  Palais  de  JufUce,  I  was  confined  alone  j   there  t 
**  remained  fix  hours,  endeavouring  ip  vain  to  find  out  what  could  be 
**  the  motives  for  my  being  arrefled.     All  I  could  bring  to  my  mind 
M  was,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  Auguft,  •during  the  attack 
«•  on  the  Thuilleries,  fome  pcrfons  who  were  there  and  wifhed  to  make 
<•  their  way  out,  begged  me  to  bide  feveral  valuable  articles  and  inperft 
**  that  might  have  betrayed  them,  in  a  cheft  of  drawers  that  belonged 
*«  to  me :  I  fufpefled  that  thefe  papers  had  been  feized,  and  would  nowj^^ 
^  perhaps,  coft  me  my  life.    At  eight  o'ckck  I  appeared  before 
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t3l  his  laft  hour.  The  king  had.  been  permitted  to  ^fj^^* 
read  the  journals ;  but  when  his  trial  began  to  be 
agitated  in  the  convention  they  were  difcontinued, 
left  he  fhould  be  prepared  to  repel  the  accufations 
levelled  againft  him''.  This)  prohibition,  however, 
had  its  exceptions  when  thofe  prints  furniflied  op- 
portunities of  new  infults.  If  they  contained  abufive 
expreflions  againft  the  king  or  queen,  atrocious 
threats,  or  infamous  calumnies,  fome  municipal  of- 
ficer or  other  was  fure,  with  ftudied  malice,  to  place 
them  on  the  chimney-piece,  or  on  the  cheft  of  draw- 
ers in  his  majefty's  chamber,  that  they  might  fall 
into  his  hands.  He  once  read  in  one  of  thofe  papers, 
the  petition  of  an  engineer  for  the  head  of  the  tyrant 
Louis  X VL  that  he  might  load  his  piece  with  it,  and 
flioot  it  at  the  enemy.  Another  journal,  fpeaking  of 
madame  Elizabeth,  and  endeavouring  to  deftroy  the 
admiration  (he  had  excited  in  the  public,  by  the 
noble  manner  in  which  fhehad  devoted  herfelf  tothe 
king  and  queen,  aflferted  that  virtuous  princefs  to 
have  had  a  child  by  a  bifhop,  adding  that  this  young 
wolf  ought  to  be  (mothered,  with  the  two  others  in 
Ae  tower,  meaning  the  dauphin  and  madame  royale^ 
Thefe  articles  affeded  the  king  only  for  the  fake  of 


*'  the  jodgeSf  who  were  unknown  to  me.  This  was  a  revoltitionary 
**  tribunaly  erefled  on  the  17th  of  Augu((«  in  order  to  fele6V,  among 
**  thdCe  who  had  efcaped  the  fury  of  the  populace,  fuch  as  were  doomed 
*'  to  di«.  How  was  I  amazed  when  I  faw  among  the  prifoners  tha 
**  very  young  man  who  was  fufpe^ed  of  having  given  me  a  letter  three 
'^  weeks  before  ;  and  when  I  found  my  accufer  to  be  the  municipal 
^  ofiicer  who  had  already  impeached  me  before  a  council  at  the 
*'  Temple  !  I  was  examined  {'witneifes  were  produced,  and  the  mu- 
*'  nicipal  officer  repeated  his  accuiation.  I  told  him  he  was  unworthy 
**  of  being  a  roagiftrate  of  the  people  j  that  as  he  had  henid  the» 
**  rumpling  of  the  pa|ier,  and  thought  I  had  rece  vfd  a  letter,  he 
**  laouUi  immediately  havt:  had  me  fearched,  inliead  of  iiaying  eighieea 
"  hours  before  he  lodged  any  information  wliati-vcr.  The  arguments 
**  being  concloded^  the  jury  cunfulted  together,  and  on  their  verdidi  we 
*'  were  acquitted.  The* prefident  charged  four  municipal  officers  who 
"  were  prefent  at  my  acquittal  to  condu6t  me  back  to  the  Temple.  It 
**  was  twelve  oMock  at  night,  and  we  arrived  jult  as  the  king  was 
"  gone  Co  bedf  to  whom  I  was  permitted  to  make  my  return  known. 
**  The  royal  family  had  been  much  concerned  at  my  f:\te,  not  doubting 
*'  but  that  I  bad  already  been  condemned/* 
f  Elogs^  p.  ft»5, 

the 
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^  .  .r      ^PTv  anfortmatt  are   tSc 

iK^%f^  r  -7  £'*^'  to^  '''^P^f^d  on  in  this 
':  J^rnt"  1-/0?,  6'  rfif  Jounul,  M,  he 
•   .k  care  to  remove  tbetn  out  of  his  majefty's  way  -, 
'^^'^  they  were  frequently  earned  when  he  was  cm^ 
^\\ed  elfe where,  fo  that  very  few  of  the  articles 
itxefi  for  the  purpofe  of  abufmg  the  royal  family, 
Whether  to  excite  the  populace  to  regicide,  or   to 
prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  to  fuffer  its  being 
petperrated,  but  what  were  read  by  the  king.    They 
only  who  remember  the  infolent  writings  that  were 
publlfhed  at  that  time  can  have  an  idea  of  this  kind 
of  unprecedented  torture'. 
.  ^     As  the  king's  trial  approached,  the  commune  and 
^it,Jii»t»-  the  people  redoubled  their  ferocity,  and  continued 
J  augmenting  it  to  the  hour  of  his  death.  Two  objects 
^ik\f\t»  principally  occupied  their  attention,  efcape  and  fui- 
cide.     The  municipal  committee  made  frequent  re- 
ports to  the  council  of  the  commune^  that  there  was 
a  plan  for  delivering  the  prifoners  from  the  Temple. 
They  adduced  in  fupport  of  this  aflertion  the  moQ: 
unimportant  circumftances  ;  fuch  as  a  man^s  playing 
on  a  flute  at  midnight ;  the  fongs  fung  in  the  ftre^tij 
and  the  expreffions  of  the  common  criers,  which 
were  alleged  to  have  myfterious   meanings.     The 
committee  afterwards   reprefented,   that  when  the 
royal  family  walked  in  the  garden,*  or  appeared  on 
the  balcony,   a  number  of  perfons  came  to  the 
windows  of  the  adjacent  houfes  and  made  iignaky 
which  feemed  to  be  underftood  by  the  prifoners.  To 
prevent  this  fuppofed  intercourfe  feveral  expedients 
were  propofed  j  one  recommended  that  the  royal 
family  (hould  not  be  fuflfered  to  walk  in  the  garden  till 
it  was  dark ;  another  that  the  walls  of  the  Temple 
fhould  be  raifed  to  fuch  a  height  that  the  prifoners 
could  not  be  feen  from  without.     Both  thefe  fug- 
geftions  were  over-ruled  by  the  adoption  of  a  fhorter 
and  more  cruel  mode,  that  of  preventing  the  royal 
family  from  walking  out,  or  even  from  approachui^ 

'  Clery*$  Journal)  pt  1x5, 

the 
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tbe  windows'.  Before  their  feparation,  fufpicion  R'g'diy 
invented  and  enforced  the  moft  cruel  reftraints.  ^^^^  ^  ' 
The  family  were  forbid  to  hold  any  converfetion  re- 
fpefting  their  fituation :  they  could  not  make  a  fign, 
an  involuntary  motion  of  the  eye,  but  it  was  inter- 
preted to  their  prejudice:  fufpicions  were  enter- 
tained that  a  filent  mode  of  communication  was 
eftabliilied  between  the  king  and  his  wife  and  fifter. 
They  were  forbid  to  talk  any  language  but  French, 
and  reftrided  to  the  ufe  of  fuch  expreflions  as  their  ■ 
gaolers  confidered  inculpable  of  conveying  an  enig- 
matical meaning.  Even  the  manner  of  looking  at 
thofe  wha  approached  was  regulated,  and  reftraint 
laid  on  the  features  and  mufcles^  The  following 
inftances,  Ihewing  the  excefs  to  which  thefe  precau* 
lions  and  reftraints  were  carried,  are  given  by  Clery  \ 
One  day  after  dinner,  when  he  had  juft  written  an 
account  of  expences  in  the  council-chamber,  and 
locked  It  up  in  a  delk  of  which  they  had  given  hlra 
the  key ;  his  back  was  fcarcely  turned,  when  Mari* 
not,  a  municipal  officer,  faid  to  his  colleagues,  though 
he  was  not  on  duty,  that  they  ought  to  open  tne 
delk  and  examine  its  contents,  to  afcertain  whether 
or  not  he  ha4  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemies  of^ 
the  people.  "  I  know  him  well,'*  added  the  ofBcef, 
"and  am  fure  he  receives'  letters  for  the  king/* 
Then  accufmg  his  colleagues  of  remiflhefs,  he  abufed 
them  violently,  threatened  to  impeach  them  all  beforb 
the  council  of  the  commune  as  accomplices,  and  went 
out  to  put  his  threat  in  execution.  A  minute  was 
immediately  drawn  up  of  all  the  papers  in  the  defk, 
and  fent  to  the  commune^  where  Marinot  had  already 
laid  his  information.  -Ajiother  day  the  fame  oflScer 
feeing  a  draft-board,  which,  with  the  permiiSon  of 
his  colleagues,  Clery  had  fent  to  be  mended,  brought 
back,  he  pretended  it  might  contain  a  correfpondence, 
had  it  entirely  taken  to  pieces,  and  when,  he  found 
nothing,  made  the  workmen  pafte  it  together  before 

•  MooreV  JqBrna1|'¥ol<ii.  p.  3^5. 

5  Eioge,  p.  136,  ■  Journal^  p.  117.  ^    S 
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him.  There  were  others  of  the  municipal  officefs 
who  had  the  mod  extravagant  whims*  One  order^ 
fome  maciroons  to  be  broken  to  fee  if  there  was  no 
letter  concealed  in  them :  another  on  the  fame  pre- 
tence, had  fome  peaches  cut  before  him,  and  the 
ilones  cracked  :  a  third  compelled  Clery  one  day 
to  drink  the  effence  of  foap  prepared  for  Ihaving  the 
king,  affecting  to  apprehend  it  was  poifon.  After 
dinner  and  fupper,  madame  Elizabeth  ufed  to  give 
Clery  a  gold*bladed  knife  to  clean,  which  the  muni- 
cipal officer  would  often  fnatch  out  of  his  hand  to 
examine  if  he  had  not  ilipt  fome  paper  into  the  fheath. 
Madame  Elizabeth  having  commanded  Clery  to  fend 
a  book  of  devotion  to  the  duchefs  de  Serent,  the 
municipal  officers  cut  oflF  the  margins  for  fear  any 
thing  mould  have  been  written  upon  them  with  a 
fecret  ink.  One  of  them  one  day  forbade  Clery 
going  up  to  the  queen  to  drefs  her  hair :  her  majefty 
was  to  come  down  to  the  king's  apartments,  and  to 
bring  her  powder  and  combs  herfelf.  Another 
would  follow  her  into  madame  Elizabeth's  chamber 
to  fee  her  change  her  clothes,  ^J^hich  fhe  ufually  did 
at  noon :  Clery  reprefented  to  him  the  indecency  of 
fuch  behaviour,  but  he  perfifted,  and  her  majefty  was 
obliged  to  give  up  dreifing  and  leave  the  room. 
When  the  linen  was  brought  from  the  wafh,  the 
officers  made  Clery  unfold  it,  article  by  article,  and 
examined  it  always  by  day-light.  The  waiher- 
woman's  book,  and  everv  paper  ufed  forspadfeiing, 
were  held  to  the  fire,  to  afcertain  whether  there  vere 
not  any  fecret  writing  upon  them.  The  linen,  after 
having  been  worn  by  the  king,  queen,  prince,  and 
princeffes,  was  in  lik^  manner  examined  before  i)i 
was  given  out. 
Feai*  of  The  fear  of  fuicide  was  carried  to  an  extent  equally 
ftiicide.  tyrannical ;  no  allowance  was  made  for  the  king's 
religious  fentiments,  which  his  ei^emies  could  not 
appreciate.  Orders  were  given  that  the  king's 
raztors,  the  knives  and  fciffars  of  the  family,  and  all 
other  infiryments,  €$ntondant^  tranchaHt^  ^  piquanf^ 

Ihould 
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fhould  be  removed.  This  order  was  executed  with 
the  moft  rigid  cxaftnefs,  and  extended  even  to  the 
irons  with  which  they  turned  their  hair.  The  king 
was  affefted  with  this  infult,  and  indignantly  a(ked 
the  commifGoners,  •*  Do  you  think  me  fuch  a  coward 
•*as  to  kill  myfelf  ?*'  The  queen  derided  the  minute- 
nefs  of  thefe  orders,  or  exprefled  her  indignation  by 
iarcafms.  When  they  read  the  words  of  the  order, 
contondanty  iranchantj  £sf  piquant^  (he  faid,  *'  They 
**  had  better  have  taken  away  our  needles  alfo  !" 
At  another  time,  happening  to  raife  the  hand  in 
which  Ihe  held  her  knife  at  dinner  towards  her 
breaft,  the  commiflioner  feemed  alarmed,  as  if  fhe  ^ 
intended  to  deftroy  herfelf ;  which  the  queen  ob- 
ferving  faid,  "  No,  fir ;  I  referve  that  honour  to  the 
"  French  nation''!** 

In  proportion  as  thefe  refinements  of  barbarity  Wanton 
were  fanftioned  by  that  nation  to  whofe  virtues  the  "'^'fi'**^'^'* 
care  of  the  monarch  had  beeii  fo  oftentatioufly  con- 
fided, his  gaolers  increafed  their  brutal  ferocity. 
His  degradations  hid  afforded  gratification  and 
triumph  to  their  little  minds ;  and  now  that  he  was 
delivered  over  entirely  to  the  care  of  the  Jacobins,  he 
experienced  all  the  bitternefs  of  their  rancour  and 
malevolence''.  At  an  early  period  of  their  con*- 
finement,  one  of  the  national  guard  had  boafted  of 
the  pleafure  he  derived  from  the  infults  endured  by 
the  royal  family ;  he  expreffed  his  joy  at  feeing  them 
bow  to  the  wicket  as  they  came  out ;  ahd  added, 
**  When  I  fee  Elizabeth  coming,  I  always  take  care 

^  Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  i».  p.  498.  It  was  not  the  leaft  ridiculous 
a6l  of  thefe  tormentors  of  Louis  XVI.  that  while  they  ieemed  fo  jealous 
of  his  meditating  felf'-murder,  they  allowed  him  razors  toihave  bimfelf, 
and  knives  at  dinner.  Had  the  plan  of  fuicide  really  occupied  his  mind 
a  moment  was  time  lufRcient  for  its  execution.  I  rather  confider  their 
whole  condu^,  in  this  particular  as  part  of  the  conspiracy  againft  his  eafe 
and  his  chara^er,  which  accompanied  the  project  of  his  dellruftion. 

7  I  fay  delivered  up  to  the  Jacobins  }  tor  iuch  were  the  majority  of 
the  commune  of  Paris,  fuch  the  greater  part  of  the  coromiflioners  in 
the  Temple,  and  fuch  Santerre,  who  regulated  the  guard.  I'heexdu- 
fion  of  every  one  elfe  from  the  knowledge  of  the  king*s  treatment  and 
fituation,  appears  by  Roland^s  complaint  in  his  report  to  the  conven- 
ci^ni  made  the  i^th  October  179ft*    ^^  Debates.  |^ 

[I  2]  "to 
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^'  to  falute  her  with  my  pipe.  I  draw  my  mouth 
**  full  of  fmoke  on  pui^ofe  to  have  the  pleafure  of 
*^  puffing  it  in  her  face "."  While  the  royal  family 
were  yet  permitted  to  walk  in  the  garden,  that  flender 
enjoyment  was  ^iminifhed  by  the  infolence  of  thofe 
who  attended  them.  One  inftance  is  given,  where 
the  hour  of  retirement  was  announced  to  the  king  by 
this  br'utal  exclamation,  "  A I  Ions  y  M.  Veto^  il  fain 
**  monier;  Come,  M.  Veto,  up  with  you  *."  Nor 
were  his  perfecutors  content  with  thefe  efforts ;  they 
added  to  his  mifery,  fometimes  by  the  brutality  of 
their  manners ;  fometimes  by  apoftrophifing  him  and 
the  queen  by  tliofe  grofs  epithets  which  are  common 
only  in  the  mouths  of  the  loweft  of  the  vulgar;  and 
fometimes  by  an  infolept  and  indefcribable  difrcgard 
of  decorum  in  his  prefence  ^ 

One  of  the  foldiers  wrote  one  day  on  the  king's 
chamber  door,  and  that  too  on  the  infide :  "  The 
•*  guillotine  is  permanent,  and  ready  for  the  tyrant 
^  **  Louis  XVI.'*  The  king  read  the  words  which 
Clery  made  an  attempt  to  rub  out,  but  his  majefty 
prevented  him.  While  the  family  were  walking,  the 
cijgineers  affembled  to  dance  and  fing ;  their  fongs 
were  always  revolutionary,  fometimes  alfo  obfcene. 
The  walls  were  frequently  covered  with  the  moft  in- 
decent fcrawls,  in  large'  letters,  that  they  might  not 
cfcape notice.  Among  others  were  :  "Madame  Veto 
**  fhall  fwing — We  (hall  find  a  way  of  bringing  down 
**  the  great  hog's  fat — Down  with  the  red  ribbon-^ 
**  The  little  wolves  muft  be  ftrangled/*  Under  a  gal- 
lows, with  a  figure  hanging  were  thefe  words: 
^*  Louis  taking  an  air  bath/'  And  under  a  guillotine : 
**  Louis  fpitting  in  thebag*" ;'*  or  other  fimilar  ribaldry. 
The  royal  Still  with*  all  the  courage  they  afFefted,  and  ail 
fcmily  fall  ^^^  exertions  they  ufed,  the  republicans  felt  the  hor- 
rors  of  guilt.     They  were  apprehenfive  that  their 

* 

*  Dcrniers  Regicides. 

«  Moot c's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  497*  ^  Eloge,  p.  ajy. 

c  Oachofii  Jans /e  fat'^WttnWy^  f/)itti»l  in  the  fack\  ihis  is  a  vulgaf 
phrafe  alluding  to  the  |.K>(inon  o\  a  per  ion  in  ilie'goiHotine;  look.ing 
upon  a  little  bag  pla^ced  at  the  end  to  receive  th£  beati.  Cler)r*s  Jouroal, 
p.  59. 

treacheries 
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treacheries  might  yet  be  iQ^e  to  recoil  on  th^m- 
felves,  and  exhibited,  in  confequence,  all*  the  fury  of 
fear,  and  all  the  precipitation  of  jealoufy.  The  king^s 
confixierhent  in  a  damp  room,  and  his  total  privatbn 
of  exercife,  fo  repugnant  to  his  former  habits  of  life, 
and  fo  inimical  to  his  conftitution,  brought  on  a  fe- 
verifti  complaint,  attended  with  fymptoms  of  ague  ; 
his  head  fwelled,  and  he  felt  a  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  ian  oppreflion  at  his  ftomach,  which  obliged  him' 
to  keep  his  bed.  His  whole  family  were  dmilarly 
affefted,  and  the  fymptoms  by  degrees  grew  alarm*, 
ing.  The  commune^  with  their  ufual  barbarity,  ne- 
glected his  application  for  medical  aififlance,  and 
madefoch  a  parade  of  affedted  delay  before  they  fup*. 
plied  him  with  the  moft  ordinary  drugs  %  that  al: 
length,  a  jeport  was  circulated  that  the  king  was 
dead.  The  concern  manifefted  on  this  occzdion  by 
many  inhabitants  of  Paris  alarmed  the  commune j  and 
induced  them  inftantly  to  comply  with  his  requeft, 
by  fending  a  phyfician,  named  le  Monnier  % 

To  counteraft,  or  rather  to  ftifle  every  fentiment  Arts  wfcd 
of  companion  and  kindnefs,  his  enemies  employed  'o'^'A**^* 
unufual  efforts  to.  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people.     *^P*®P** 
The  tribunes  of  the  convention  and  the  Jacobins 
rang  with  declamations  againft  him  and  the  queen ; 
the  journals  were  replete  with  every  flander  which 
unbridled   mendacity  and   unbounded  malevolence 
could  fugged ;  hand-bills  were  profufely  placarded 
and  diftributed,  in  which  all  the  mifcries  felt  by  the 
nation,  not  excepting  the  fcarcity  of  bread,  were  at- 
tributed to  the  imprifoned  family ;    and  the  ftreet 
orators  exhaufted  themfelves  in  clamorous  inveftives 
againft  them,  and  againft  thofe  deputies  who  main- 
tained the  inviolability  guaranteed  by  the  conftitution^. 

^  On  another  cccafion,  when  the  king  was  afHifteil  wifh  a  violent 
ocfluxion  on  his  teeth,  attended  with  Cuch  excruciating  pain,  thawj-.e 
applied  to  the  eemmune  for  the  aid  of  a  dentill  5  ofie  of  the  members 
«aid,  *<  I^t  him  leave  off  dri irking  iced  liquors,  and  he  wiU  have  no 
**  more  dcfluxions  on  his  teeth :"  the  reft  applauded  this  ruftic  fally, 
and  paffcd  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Eloge,  p.  174. 
*  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  528.  Eloge,  p.  z37, 
Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii«  p.  417.  438.  444>'  495>  &^»  &<?• 

From 
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From  the  moment  the  king's  trial  was  agitated  irt 
the  Convention,  he  was  considered  as  condemned. 
This  was  ftrongly  inftanced  in  the  remarks  excited 
by  his  demand  of  forty  claflic  authors.  The  debate 
which  this  requeft  occafioned  in  the  council-general 
df  the  commune  is  fo  charadteriftic  of  the  times^ 
that  I  tranflate  the  account  verbatim  from  a  popular 
journal :  "  Louis  had  demanded  of  the  coramif- 
**  fioners  forty  claffic  authors,  among  which  were 
•*  Cafar^s  Commentaries^  Comelitcs  Nepos^  Florusj 
*^  Jti/iin^  Horace^  OvicTs  Metamorphofes^  ^intus 
**  Curtius^  Sallujly  Tacitus^  Titus  Liviusy  Virgil^ 
^  Villeins  Paterculusj  &c.  This  demand  occafioned 
^*  violent  debates  in  the  council-general  of  the  com^ 
••  mune^  Some  declared  that  the  life  of  Louis  would 
**  not  be  long  enough  for  the  reading  of  Jo  many  books  ; 
**  others,  that  he  could  not  underftand  them.  Some 
.  ,*^  confidered  Ovid's  Metamorphofes  too  licentious  / 
**  Many  were  of  opinion  that  they  ought  to  fend 
**  him  the  Revolutions  of  England  and'  America, 
**  the  Life  of  Cromwell^  and  of  Charles  IX.  and  the 
"  Hiftory  of  the  Maflacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  One 
**  member  difcerned  a  plan  of  counter-revolution  in 
**  Velleius  Paterculus.  At  laft,  the  council-general 
*^  terminated  their  debate  by  granting  the  requeft*!'* 
Vrottt^^  The  party  in  the  legiflature  who  were  labouring 
ings  in  the  jq  procure  the  condemnation  of  Louis,  proceeded, 
tion.  "  i^ot  2is  if  a  trial  or  afcertainment  of  his  guilt  was  ne*- 
ceflary,  but  as  if  the  only  bufmefs  of  the  convention 
was  to  defeat  the  plea  of  inviolability,  and  to  pro- 
nounce the  fentence  of  death.  The  tergiverfations 
and  duplicity  of  thofe  who  had  dethroned  and  im- 
prifoned  the  king,  and  now  pretended  to  maintain 
that  he  was  inviolable,  gave  to  the  other  party  a 
decided  advantage ;  and  the  infamy  of  their  conduft 
prevented  the  effe^  of  their  arguments.  The  gal- 
leries were  fo  regularly  trained,  and  fo  much  fwayed 

•  %  Mercure  Frargoi%  No.  du  Decembre  T79t>  p*  56.  It  is  to  bfe 
obferved  ^hat  the  Mercure  was  no  longer  conducted  by  Mallei- du  Pan, 
.but  was  quite  a  republican  publication, 

^7 
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by  the  Mountain,  that  the  fpeaker  was  fecure  of  a 
favourable  reception  if  he  began,  however  mal-^'^ 
propos^  with  fome  inveftive  againfl  the  king  and 
queen.  Robefpierre  headed  this  fanguinary  faftion, 
and  exerted  himfelf  throughout  the  whole  proceeds 
ing  with  uncommon  zeal,  and  no  inconfiderable 
ability,  to  bring  the  convention  to  a  ftate  of  mind 
favourable  to  his  views.  He,  made  no  fcruple  of 
declaring  that  "  Louis  ought  to  have  had  fentence 
**  pronounced  on  him  as  a  tyrant,  condemned  by 
*'  the  infurredion  of  the  people ;  inftead  of  which, 
**  proceedings  were  inftituted  againfl  him  as  in  the 
**  cafe  of  an  accufed  citizen,  whofe  criminality  was 
*^  doubtful.  The  revolution  ought  to  have  been 
*'  cemented  by  hi3  death ;  inftead  of  which,  the  re- 
"  volution  itfelf  was  rendered  a  fubjeO:  of  Iiti» 
**  gation  ^/*  Thefe  barbarous  fentiments  were  fup* 
ported  in  the  convention  by  Legendre,  Tallien,  Jean 
Bon  St.  Andre,  and  all  the  horde  of  Jacobins  feated 
on  the  Mountain ;  and  without  by  Marat,  Hebert, 
Prud'homme,  and  a  numerous  rabble  of  jourpalifts 
and  compofers  of  hand-rbills,  aflifted  by  a  noify  and 
fanguinary  mob.  They  were  oppofed  by  Petion, 
Manuel,  Kerfaitit,  and  feveral  of  the  Gironde  faflion 
in  the  convention,  and  by  the  papers  and  journals 
influenced  by  the  miniftry  without ;  but  in  a  manner 
fo  weak  as  rather  to  injure  than  fupport  the  caufe» 
They  dared  not  affert  what  would  in  reality  h^ve 
been  their  tower  of  ftrength,  the  innocence  of  th^ 
monarch ;  but  entered  into  fophiftical  difcuffions  of 
his  inviolability.  Jn  fa£l,  thefe  miferable  contrivers 
of  treachery  were  fo  bewildered  in  the  ma^es  of 
their  own  duplicity,  that  they  appeared  to  be  defti- 
tute  of  their  wonted  ability ;  and  left  the  ruffian 
Marat  the  glory  of  having  moved  that  the  king 
ihould  not  be  refponfible  for  any  aft  committed  by 
hinx  previous  to  his  acceptance  of  the  conftitution^ 

Valaze 

^  Rob^rpierre  9.  fes  Commettans,  vol,  i.  p.  4.23. 
*  Debates.     Hiftortes.     Eloge,  p.  %^%.    Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii. 
p.  494.  50S.    See  si>ro  for  a  f|>«cimen  gf  the  brutal  violence  of  the  Ja« 

cobifi 
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«th  Nov.        Valaze  and  Mailhe,  as  organs  of  two  commxtteet 

Dec/*'**    to  whom  the  queftions  had  been  referred,  prefented 

Reports  of  to  the  convention  reports  on  the  grounds  of  accu- 

Vaiaaeand  fation  againft  the  king,  and  on  the  legaKty  and 

mode  of  trying  him.     The  grounds  of  accirfation 

were  eftabliflied  on  fafts  grofsly  perverted,  or  lightly 

prefumed,  on  papers  at  beft  furreptitioufly  obtained, 

or  .more  probably  forged,  but  obvioufly  unconnefted 

with  any  train  of  events,  ifolated,  and  divefted  of 

concomitant  and  explanatory  circumftances.    The 

legality  of  trying  the  king  was  inferred  from  an  obfcure 

argument,  m  which  neither  natural,  civil,  nor  coa- 

ftitutional  law  was  confuUed :  the  mode  of  trying 

him  was  no  lefs  abfurd  and  unrcafonable  than  the 

other  parts  of  the  report.     The  convention  created 

themftlves  judges  of  a  perfon  whom  they  themfelves 

accufed.      They  did  more ;  they  invented  a  new 

code  of  laws  adapted  to  the  moment,  to  form  the 

ground-work  of  their  proceedings  ;  they  eftabliflied 

rules  of  evidence  repugnant  to  reafon,  and  unknown 

in  the  annals  of  jurifprudence  ;  and  many  of  thofe 

fclf-conftituted  judges  had,  before  the  trial,  publiftied 

their  opinions  in  a  ftyle*,  which  demonftrated  a  rooted 

conviftion,or  a  rancorous  determination  which  defied 

proof,  and  precluded  the  poflibility  of  exculpation  **. 

The  king        Before  this  tribunal    it  was  decreed  that  Louis 

rlfcnd'lhe  fl^ould  appear  ;  and  to  add  to  the  injuflice,  he  had 

_  conveD-      not  the  flighteft  intimation  that  he  was  to  be  called 

,  tion.         upon  to  anfwer  a  number   of  defultory  queftions, 

prepared  with  the  moft  ftudied  art,  applying  to  the 

tranfaftions  of  iriany  years,   and   afFefting'  him  in 

his  private  no  lefs  than  his  public  capacity.     The 

hope  of  thofe  who  had  thus  iniquitoufly  arranged 

the  mode  of  proceeding  undoubtedly  was,  that  the 

.king's  natural  diffidence  and  referve  in  exprefling 

himfelf,  increafed  by  the  fuddennefs  and  importance 

■«■  ■     I         I  .      .        > — • — -^ 

cobm  deputies  and  petitiontrs.  "  The  Example  of  France  a  Warning 
«•  to  Britain,"  p.  27... 

»  Evtn  th«  republican  Pages  cries  out  agalnil  this  monflrotis  per. 
'    verHon  of  reHfuu  and  juilice.     See  vol.  ii.  p.  69, 

^  See  the  reporti  ot  Valaz«  and  Mailbcfiom  their  wfpeAivccdnoinlttecs. 
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pf  the  occafion,  would  betray  him  into  weakneis, 
and  by  dilconcerting,  render  him  more  liable  to  in- 
confiftency. — Bafe  hope,  which  met  with  a  merited 
difappointment. 

On  the  day  fixed  for  the  king's  appearance  in  the  nth  Dec; 
convention,  Which  was  one  of  the  greateft  epochs  of  ^^'j*^^?"'^ 
his  eventful  life,  he  condufked  himfelf  in  a  manner  ^  '  *  *"^* 
fo  highly  honourable  to  his  charafter  in  every  point 
of  view,  that  the  detail  is  an  indifpenfable  duty.     He 
rofe  and  paffed  his  firft  hours  as  ufual.     At  eight 
o'clock  he  was  furprifed  by  the  beat  of  drums ;  on  ' 
which  the  following  dialogue  paiTed  between  hiiti 
and  one  of  the  commiffioners  :  "  What  is  the  mean- 
**  mg  of  that  drum  ?**— «  I  don't  know/' — «  I  do 
**  not  generally  hear  them  at  this  hour."- — "  I  know 
«  nothing  of  the  matter."—"  But  is  it  not  the 
"  generals  ihat  beats  ?" — "  I  do  not  know."—"  I 
**  think  I  hear  the  trampling  of  horfes  in  the  eourt."  v 
-^"  I  know  nothing  of  the  fatter." — This  afFefted 
ignorance  increafed  the  king's  anxiety ;  he  had  long 
expefted  to  be  murdered-  and  now  thought  the  day 
was  come ;  yet  he  did  not  lofe  his  wonted  courage 
and  ferenity.     At  nine  he  went,  as  ufual,  into  the  Alarm  of 
eating-room  to  breakfaft  with  his  family,  but,  accord-  fa^[°/^*^ 
ing  to  his  cuftom,  ate  nothing.     His  family,  furprifed 
as  well  as  himfelf  at  the  new  occurrences,  maintained 
an  expreffive  filence ;  and  appeared  to  dread  events 
terrible  in  proportion  to  the  myftery  in  which  they 
were  enveloped.     After  breakfaft,  the  king  retired 
with  his  fon ;  but  inftead  of  giving  him  a  leffon  in 
geography,  fojiight  to  divert  himfelf  by  his  fportive 
and  innocent  converfation ;  and  therefore  fat  down 
to  play  with  him  at  the  game  of  Siam. 

At  length  the  commiffioner,  with  a  pedantic  and  Myften- 
myfterious  air,  informed  the  king  that  he  was  to  o"^n«f»  <>£ 
receive  a  vifit  from  the  new  mayor :  *^  So  much  the  miflioaer. 
"  better,"   anfwered  the  monarch.     **  But  I  muft 
"  inform  you,"  refumed  the  commiffioner,  "  that 
"  he  cannot  fpeak  to  you  in  prefence  of  your  fon." 
VOL.  u  I  The 
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The  kinff  inmiediately  turned  to  the  child,  and 
prefiing  nim  to  his  bofom,  deiired  him*  to  go  aud 
embrace  his  mother  in  his  name.  Bereft  of  Us  only 
confolation,  the  king  fat  down,  and  fell  into  a  de^ 
reverie ;  his  attention  was  fo  totally  abforbed  by  his 
own  reflexions,  that  the  conuniflioner  paiTed  feveral 
times  before  him  nnperceived ;  and  at  length  placed 
himfelf  behind  his  chair.  He  was  in  this  fituation 
when  the  king  returned  to  himfelf>  and  looking  fud- 
denly  round  faw  the  commiffioner  clofe  behind. 
The  impreffion  that  he  fhould  be  murdered  was  fo 
ftrong  on  his  mind,  that  he  exclaimed  with  great 
quiclmefs,  "  What  do  you  want,  fir?** — "  Nothing," 
anfwered  the  commiffioner ;  *'  but  fearing  you  were 
**  ill,  I  approached  to  know  what  ailed  you."  The 
king  inquired  if  he  knew  the  mayor's  bufinefs  with 
him;  but  received  the  ufual  anfwer,  "  I  don't 
*'  know.'*  He  afked  fome  queftions  refpefting  the 
perfon  and  character  of  the  mayor;  and  was  in- 
ibrmed,  that  he  was  of  a  good  charafter,  and  middle 
age,  thin,  and  rather  tall. 
ArrNai  of  At  length,  after  two  hours,  the  mayor,  who  was 
the  mayor  ^  phyficiau,  named  Chambon,  arrived.  He  was 
attended  by  his  fecretary,  who  read  from  a  paper 
he  held  in  his  hand,  thefe  words.  "  Louis  Capet 
*'  Ihall  be  conduced  to  the  bar  of  the  national 
**  convention,  on  Tuefday  the  i  ith,  to  anfwer  fuch 
**  queftions  as  fhall  be  put  to  him  by  the  prefident 
**  only."  As  foon  as  thefe  words  were  pronounced 
the  mayor  raifed  his  voice,  and  fummoned  the  king 
to  follow  him.  The  king  obeyed.  In  croffing  the 
court  nothing  but  ftrange  objects  prefented  them- 
felves  to  his  eyes.  The  uniform  of  many  of  th^ 
troops  who  attended  to  efcort  him  was  intirely  new 
in  Its  fidhion;  and  no  countenance  difplayedthe 
flight^  mark  of  commiferation.  Oppreflfe^l  with 
mournful  refleftions,  he  caft  up  his  eyes  to  the 
window  of  the  apartment  which  contained  his  af- 
flided  family  ;  and  tendernefs  drew  from  him  thofe 

tear« 
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tears  'which  crueky  and  infolence  could  never  ex- 
tort. 

His  unhappy  relatives  were  overwhelmed  with  State  of  th© 
difmay  and  terror.  The  commiffioner  entered  their  ^^^  ^' 
apartment  when  the  king  was  departed,  and  told 
them  he  had  received  a  vmt  from  the  mayor.  "  We 
"  know  that,"  anfwered  the  queen,  "  from  my  fon  ; 
"  but  now— where  have  they  carried  the  king 
**  now  ?"— «^  To  the  convention,'*  replied  the  com- 
miffibner.  *'  You  would  have  faved  us  much  un- 
•*  eafinefs,"  faid  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  "  if  you 
"  had  told  us  fo  before/' — A  melancholy  delinea* 
don  of  the  ftate  of  their  minds,  when  fuch  informa- 
tion could  afford  relief ;  and  a  fevere  refieftion  on 
the  wanton  brutality  of  the  commiilioner,  who  hadfo 
long  with-held  it. 

The  king  proceeded  in  Chambon's  coach.  By  ^"*^*";j,^ 
order  of  the  council  of  the  commune^  extraordinary  comnuine. 
meafures  were  taken  to  fecure  a  paffage  free  from 
interruption.  The  p(roceffion  began  with  three  field 
pieces,  attended  by  two  ammunidon  waggons,  and 
efcorted  by  a  corps  of  fufileers ;  forty-eight  horfe, 
ferfeillyjkilful  in  mancBUvringy  formed  the  avant  guard. 
Six  hundred  foot,  armed  with  firelocks,  each  of 
them  provided  with  lixteen  rounds  of  cartridges, 
and  perfedly  Jkilful  in  manmuvring^  formed  a  line 
three  deep  on  each  fide  of  the  coach.  The  cavalry 
from  the  Ecole  Militaire  formed  the  rear  guard,  and 
the  proceffion  was  clofed  by  three  field  pieces,  at- 
tended by  one  ammunition  waggon,  and  efcorted, 
like  thofe  in  the  van,  by  a  corps  of  fufileers.  Nor  wer* 
thefe  the  only  precautions  taken:  the  executive 
council,  and  the  council  general  of  the  cormpme 
.  were  in  a  flate  of  permanent  aftivity.  Troops 
were  poiled  in  various  parts  of  the  capiat ;  patroles 
paraded  the  flreets,  and  all  the  iiad^nal  guards  in 
the  department  were  put  in  a  ftate  of  requifition. 
During  their  progrefs,  the  whole  party  maintained 
sm  inviolable  filence. 

I  a  Meanwhile 
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Proceed-        Meaiiwhile  the  cdnvenrion  was  engaged  in  de- 
ioovcn-^*^*  bates  on  the  manner  in  which  the  king  flionld  be 
tion.         received,  and  in  arranging  and  amending  the  a£t 
of  accufation  and  the  interrogatories.    So  little  de- 
corum was  difplayed  in  thecondud  of  this  moment- 
ous bufinefs,   that  none  of  the   members  feemed 
to  agree  in  any  thing  but  a  determination  to  fa- 
crifice  the  prifoner.     The  extent  of  the  accufation 
was  not  yet  decided,  the  nature  of  the  proofs  was  not 
yet  invefrigated,  the  king  had  undergone  no  exami- 
nations ;  yet  feveral  of  thefe  mifcreants  uttered  far- 
cafms  and  philippics  which  manifefted  an  unalterable 
determination  to  fhed  his  blood  S     It  had  been  de- 
cided by  the  leading  members  who  prefTed  for  his 
trial,  that  he  (hould  no  more  return  to  the  Temple ; 
but  that  his  condemnation  and  execution  ihould  take 
place  within  four  and  twenty  hours. 
The  king's       At  one  o'clock  Sautcrre  appeared  In  the  con- 
nounccd?"  mention,   and  faid,    "  Louis  Capet  is  arrived,  and 

**  waits  the  orders  of  the  affembly." 
Hisap.  And  now  a  filence,  expreffive  of  agitation  and 

fhec^on-^'"  alarm,  prevailed.  Even  thofe  tumultuous  galleries 
ventionj  who  dlfdained  order,  and  had  taken  their  feats  at 
fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
of  ferving  their  employers  by  clamour,  even  they 
were  filent.  Every  eye  was  fixed  on  the  door  at 
which  the  king  was  expefted  to  make  his  appearance. 
He  entered.  Every  countenance  betrayed  emotion. 
The  king,  though  obedient  to  circumftances,  and 
incapable  of  a  mad  refiftance  to  force  wholly  dif- 
proportionate,  feemed  not  to  have  forgot  the  claims 
of  his  high  birth  and  exahed  charafter.  He  ap- 
peared, not  only  without  perturbation,  but  with  ma- 
jeftic  dignity.  He  caft  his  eye  around  the  hall  with 
a  look  equally  remote  from  fear  and  from  contempt 
of  the  tribunal  before  which  he  was  thus  illegally 
cited.  On  him  all  eyes  were  fixed ;  every  fpeftator 

*  See  Debates.    Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p«  50$. 
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read  in  his  look  the  refutation  of  fome  calumny,  and 
found  fome  motive  for  condemning  the  proceeding 
againft  him.  His  features,  clouded  by  misfortune, 
had  loft  none  of  their  majefty ;  even  the  diforder  of 
his  hair,  the  length  and  thicknefs  of  his  beard,  fpread 
over  his  countenance  an  appearance  inexpreflibly 
venerable,  and  which  excited  at  once  refped  and 
compaflion.  He  feated  himfelf  in  the  arm-chair 
which  had  been  provided  for  the  purpofe. 

The  filence  was  broken  by  Barrere,  the  prelident,  J*'*  >"*«»•- 
who  informed  the  king  why  he  was  brought  before  ^^^^^^y^ 
them.     The  king  made  no  reply,     Mdilhe  then  read 
to  him  the  aft  of  accufation,  to  which   the  king 
Uftened  attentively,  but  teftified  neither  furprife  nor 
indignation.     Without  prefenting  to  him  a  copy  of 
this  long  defultory  compofition  even  to  refrefh  his 
memory  by  a  curfory  perufal,  or  allift  his  judgment 
by  a  hafty  comparifon  of  its  various  parts  with  the 
pretended  fafts  on  which  it  was  founded ;  without 
allowing   a  moment  for  preparation  or  reflexion, 
Barrere  preflTed  the  trial  forward.     The  king  was  in- 
terrogated on  the  various  charges  article  by  article. 
The   interrogatory,    notwithftanding    its    apparent 
rudenefs  and  want  of  method,  was  a  work  of  the 
moft  fubtle  malice.     The  queftions  fometimes  af- 
fumed  an  extraordinary  latitude,    fometimes'  were 
diftinguifhed  by  a  laborious  minutenefs  ;  they  fome- 
times imputed  to  the  king  the  mod  flagrant  tyranny; 
and  ^t  others  the  moft  refined  and  cautious  hypo- 
crify,     The  form  which  had  been  prepared  appear-   ' 
ing  otcafionally  deficient,  the  committee  framed  new 
queftions,  put  them  in  writing,  and  delivered  them 
to  the  prefident.     The  king's  energy  and  prefence  and  replies, 
of  mind  were  fully  adequate  to  this  arduous  occa- 
fion,  and  ihewed  him  equally  prepared  to  maintain 
his  own  innocence,  and  vindicate  the  dignity  of  his 
^haradter.     He  anfwered  with  the  utmoft  franknefs, 
precifion,  and  promptitude.     He  never  loft  his  com- 
V^%e,  e;^cept  when  the  prefident  accuf^d  him  of 
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having  difiribtded  money  to  the  poor  labourers  in  the 
fauxhourg  St.  Antoinej  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  po- 
pularity and  eri/laving  the  nation*     The  perverfion  of 
ni«  very  benevolence  into  a  crime  (hocked  the  mo- 
narch, and  deprived  him  of  utterance.     He  Ihed 
a  few  tears.     A  confcioufnefs  of  his  integrity,  how- 
ever,  foon  reftored  his  calmnefs ;  and  his  reply  was 
a  triumphant  refutation.      ^^  I  knew  no  pleafure 
**  equal  to  the  power  of  relieving  thofe  who  were 
**  in  want :  there  was  nothing  in  that  which  iruticaied 
^^  a  plot.**    To  the  interrogatory  accufing  him  of 
having  caufed  blood  to  be  flied  on  the  tenth  of  Au- 
guft,  he  anfwered  with  much  animation  and  a  marked 
emphafis,  **  No^Jir!  it  was  not  I.'*    When  the 
interrogatory  was  ended,  the  prefident  afked,  **  Louis. 
^*  have  you  any  thing  more  to  add  ?**     **  I  demand," 
faid  the  king,  "  a  copy  of  the  aft  of  accufation,  and 
**  the  communication  of  tlie  papers  on  which  it  is 
**  founded}  and  that  I  may  have  counfel  to  manage 
••  my  defence." 
Written  Valazc  then  took  his  place  near  the  king,  with 

ocuiuroti  ^^  pretended  original  papers  on  which  the  aft  of 
accufation  was  founded ;  and  reading  the  title  put 
on  each  by  the  committee,  prefented  them,  one  by 
one,  to  the  king,  and  afked  if  he  avowed  it.  From 
an  inlpeftion  fo  momentary  of  fo  many  papers,  fome 
pretended  to  be  written  or  noted  by  himfelf,  fome 
in  the  hand-writing  of  other  perfons,  and  fome 
printed,  it  might  be  expefted  that  fome  confufion  or 
mifapprehenfion  would  have  enfued.  The  king, 
however,  anfwered  without  hefitation,  and  difavowed 
the  greater  part  of  the  papers.  The  examination 
being  ended,  the  prefident  informed  the  king  that 
^  he  had  leave  to  retire. 
Kffeaof  The  king's  appearance  in  the  convention,  the 
viour.^*"  dignified  refignation  of  his  manner,  the  admirable 
promptitude  and  candour  of  his  anfwers,  made  fuch 
an  evident  impreffion  on  fome  of  the  audience  in  the 
galleries,  that  a  determined  enemy  of  royalty,  who 

bad 
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had  his  eye  upon  them,  declared  that  he  was  afraid 
of  hearing  the  cry  of  Vive  le  Roif  iffue  from  the  tri- 
bufies ;  and  added,  that  if  the  king  had  remained 
ten  minutes  longer  in  their  fight,  he  was  convinced 
It  would  have  happened  **•  When  he  uttered  the  in- 
terefting  e3q)refl[ion  of  his  happinefs  in  relieving  the 
people,  which  is  above  recorded,  one  of  the  women 
in  the  gallery,  who,  like  many  others,  had  come 
there  to  execrate  the  monarch,  was  fo  affefted  that 
flie  fobbed  out,  in  a  doleful  voice,  "  Ah !  my  God  K 
**  how  he  makes  me  cry  *  I" 

It  was  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  the  king  Retires 
retired  from  the  convention  into  the  chambre  des  ]^^^^ 
conferences.    The  fatigue  of  his  examination,   the  tion. 
agitation  of  his  mind,  and  the  length  of  his  faft, 
then  overcame  him.    "  Give  me  a  bit  of  bread," 
faid  the  fainting  monarch,  **  for  I  have  eat  nothing 
**  all  day*^."     The  comparifon  between  hi$  condi- 
tion at  that  moment,  and  at  former  periods,  was  fo 
afleding, 

«'  That  had  QOt  God,  for  fome  firong  purpofe,  ftcePd 
*«  The  hearts  of  men,  they  muft  perforce  have  melted, 
«  And  Barbarifm  itfelf  have  pitied  him/' 

The  king  was  carried  back  to  the  Temple  in  the  Returns  td 
fame  coach,  and  with  the  fame  attendants  who  had  t*»eTcmpl« 
accompanied  him  to  the  affembly.  The  crowd  ex- 
claimed, **  Vive  la  Republiqtie  /"  and  fome  few  "  i 
"  la  guillotine  /'*  but  on  the  whole  they  were  much 
more  tranquil  than  accorded  with  the  wifhcs  of  thofe 
who  had  been  fo  aftive  in  inflaming  them.  In  the 
way,  the  anxiety  natural  to  his  fituation  induced  the 
king  to  afk  Chaumette  if  he  thought  counfel  would 
be  allowed  him  ?  The  brutal  procureur-fyndic  an^ 
fwered,  "  That  it  was  his  duty  to  conduft  him  to 

*•  Verbatim  from  Moore^s  Journal,  vol,  ii.  p.  ^%^m 

*  Conjui-ation  de  d*Orlean$,  vol.  iii*  p.  %%$.     Eloge,  p.  159, 

^  Kloge,  p,  2651    Conjuration  de  d'Orleans^  voUiii*  p.  %%t^ 
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^  an(l  from  the  aflembly,  and  not  to  anfwer  quef^ 
*♦  tions/*     Chambon  behaved  with  much  more  hu-» 
inanity;    he  promifed  the  king  early  information, 
and  encouraged  him  to  hope  that  his  requeft  would 
not  be  refuted.    Louis  was'  now  entirely  feparated 
from  his  family,  nor  could  his  or  their  remonftrances 
procure  even  the  flight  confolation  of  feeing  his 
fon». 
Debate  on       After  the  king^s  departure,  a  tumultuous  debate 
ol*^ottnS^  took  place  in  the  convention  on  the  demands  made 
*  by  him  refpefting  his  defence.    The  Mountain,  at 
iirft,  infifted  that  he  fhould  have  no  counfel ;  they 
afterwards  wanted  to  limit  him  to  one ;  but  at  length 
it  was  carried  that  advocjites  fhould  be  allowed, 
without  limitmg  the  number,  and  that  four  mem- 
bers of  the  convention  fhould  carry  the  information, 
ijth.      To  deter  and  intimidate  men  from  undertaking  this 
unpopular  caufe,  it  was  propofed  by  the  comrnune  to 
the  convention,  that  they  fhould  be  flripped,  fcru- 
puloufly  fearched,   and  compelled  to  take  an  oath 
never  to  difcover  any  thing  which  came  to  their 
knowledge  in  the  Temple.     This  decree  was  fup- 
ported  with  all  the  influence  of  Robefpierre  and  his 
faftion  ;  but  at  length  rejefted  ^. 
Target  re-      The   king   being  informed  that   the  convention 
fuies,         allowed  him  counfel,  named  Tronchet  and  Target, 
Tronchet   accepted  the   office  with   pleafure ;    but 
Target,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  conflituent 
aflfembly^  refufed   the  dangerous  talk  on  pretence 
l^le-        that  he  wa?  incapacitated  by  age.     M.  Lamoignon 
othnr  ffer  ^^  Maleflierbcs,  who  was  near  fourfcore,  was  not 
to  plead      deterred  either  by  decrepitude  or  danger ;  he  pflFered 
liucaMfe.    i^jg  leryices,  which  were  gratefully  accepted,  ^nd, 
together  with  Tronchet,   prepared  to  execute  hi^ 
arduous  undertaking.    The  honour  of  this  voluntary 

t  The  particulars  relative  ta  the  tranfa^iions  of  the  nth  of  Decern- 
ber,  are  taken  from  Moore*s  Jourjnal,  vol,  ii.  p.  503,  et  feq.  Eloge, 
p.  146)  et  ki{.  Hiftoire  du  Procfs  de  Louis  XVI.  Debates.  Hiftories. 

^  Debates.    Moore*f  Jonraa),  to),  ii.  p.  516.    Eioge,  p.  a6S.  ^ 
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offering  \vas  not  confined  to  Maleflierbes;  feveral 
other  perfons,  both  in  Paris  and  in  the  provinces,  ten* 
dered  their  ailiitance  K 

Several  French  gentlemen  whom  the  progrefs  of  Laudabit 
the  revolution  had  compelled  to  emigrate,  difplayed  **  ry^j"* 
a  noble  zeal  on  this  occafion.     M,  Lally  Tollendal  emigrant^ 
applied  for  a  paffport  that  he  might  in  perfon  defend 
Louis  at  the  bar  of  the  convention.     M.  M,  Cazales 
and  Mounier  made  fimilar  offers.     M.  de  Narbonne, 
who  had  been  minifter  at  war  at  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities,  alfo  demanded  permiffion  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  his  fovereign,  and  offered  to  be  refponfible 
for  all  the  adls  committed  by  the  king  during  his  ad- 
miniftration  ;  but  this  requeft  being,  refufed,  he  drew 
up  a  declaration  in  vindication  of  the  king,  which  he 
forwarded  to  Malefherbes.   .  M.  Bertrand  de  Mole« 
ville  alfo  tranfmitted  fundry  fafts,  and  the  papers  in 
proof  of  them,  to  Garat,  the  minifter  of  jufiic^ 
requiring  that  they  might  be  delivered  to  the  king* 
Qarat  made  a  pitiful  pretence  that  he  had  no  com- 
munication with  the  prifoner,  and  fent  them  to  the 
prefident  of  the  convention ;  who  finding  that  feveral 
members  were  criminated  by  thefe  papers,  entirely 
fuppreffed  rhem.     M.  Bertrand  wrote  to  the  conven- 
tion expreffing  his  indignation ;  but  that  nefarious 
body  pafled  to  the  order  of  the  day,  on^  pretence  that 
Bertrand  being  an  emigrant,  was  dead  in  law,  and 
that  no  attention  was  due  to  a  dead  man.     M.^  Ber- 
trand alfo  exerted  himfelf  to  prevent  the  aftive  ex- 
ertions of  Danton  ^,  and  printed  at  his  own  expence, 
the  defence  of  Louis  XVI.  drawn  by  Mounier  j  and 
caufed  it  to  be  profufely  diftributed  in  France.     The 
Chevalier  de  Graves  tranfmitted  a  juftificatory  de» 
claration ;  M.  de  Bouille  made  a  depofition  before 
Sir  James  Saunderfon,  the  lord  mayor  of  London, 
refpefting  the  king's  flight,  which  however  arrived 

J  Hiftoriet,    Debates.    Moore*$  Journal^  p.  s^9*5H* 
'  See  DANTOify 
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too  late  to  be  of  fervice ' ;  and  Necker  publifhed  an 
argument  in  defence  of  the  king  \ 
t4th  Dec.  When  Maleiherbes  and  Tronchet  were  admitted 
hu  S«^  to  the  king,  they  were  furprifed  to  find  that  none  of 
fenoe/  the  papers  referring  to  the  aft  of  accufadon  had  yet 
been  ddivered.  The  convendon  h^d,  with  much 
difficulty,  been  induced  to  afford  him  time  till  the 
twenty-fixth  of  December  to  prepare  his  defence  j 
and  thefe  precious  moments  were  in  danger  of  being 
loft  through  perverfenefs  and  barbarous  delay.  The 
papers  being  at  length  delivered,  his  counfel  occupied 
themfelves  in  preparing  his  defence  ;  but  their  great 
age  precluding  the  poffibility  of  making  fuch  exer- 
tions as  the  importance  of  the  cafe  and  (hortnels  of 
the  time  required,  they  procured  a  younger  man, 
M«  de  Seze,  to  join  them ;  and  by  ufing  unremitting 
diligence,  they  prepared  that  well-known  defence 
which  de  Seze  afterwards  read  in  the  conven- 
tion ''.  When  de  Seze  had  compofed  the  defence, 
he  read  it  over  to  the  king,  who  approved  it  in 
general,  but  directed  the  omiiHon  of  every  expreffioa 
relating  to  his  virtues,  or  which  feemed  to  appeal  to 
the  commiferation  of  the  public. 

1  See  Moore*s  Joornaly  vol*  ii.  p.  53S9  ct  feq.  Bertrand^s  Me- 
moirty  vol.  iii.  p.  104,  et  feq. 

"  See  Neckbr.  Tbefe  exertions  of  the  emigrants  are  blamed  by 
Damouriez  $  Bertrand^s,  in  partieulafy  are  calumniated  and  mifre- 
prelented  j  he  is  ftated  to  have  fent  papers  to  the  cMvoifiM,  which  he 
'  lent  to  the  minifter  of  julHce,  and  to  have  precipitated  the  king's 
death*  The  difapprobatton  of  Dttmouriez  muft  be  more  acceptable  to 
M«  Bertrand  than  any  praifes  he  can  beftow  ;  and  the  exertions  of 
Bertrand  were  lefs  equivocal  and  more  honourable  than  thofe  of  that 
mock  royaltf^,  who,  while  feveral  thoufand  of  his  foldiers  were  in 
Paris,  walked  about  the  ftreets  endeavouring  to  penetrate  into  the 
willies  of  tlie  ihopkeepers,  and  armed  with  piftols  to  guard  h'lmM 
againft  the  fhriveled  incendiary  Marat,  and  the  ferocious  ex-wufjuitiure^ 
Piibois  de  Crance.  See  Memoires  du  General  Dumo«fieZ|  annee  x793* 
Partie  Premier,  p«  4.S  and  57* 

*  It  would  occupy  too  much  room  to  defcant  on  the  abfurditj^  and 
tnjnftice  of  the  varioos  charges  contained  in  the  aftof  aecufation,  and  to 
refute  them.  The  reader  is  therefore  referred  to  the  numerous  pub- 
lications in  defence  of  the  king  \  to  the  authorities  alluded  to  in  the 
preceding  notes  \  to  Necker  on  -the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  360  \  ^^ 
to  the  extra^s  from  Bertrand's  Memoirs^  App.  No.  II.  and  III* 
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The  next,  being  Chriftmas-day,  he  fpent  indrdy  tjth. 
by  himfelf,  occupied  in  the  duties  of  religion^  and  in  *i'"?^^ 
compofing  that  celebrated  will,  which  was  publifhed  king, 
after  his  death,  and  refle£t$  fo  much  honour  on  his 
principles  and  chara£ter^.  The.  king  had  been 
fecluded  from  his  wife  and  fifter.  The  convention 
had,  with  great  difficulty,  been  prevailed  on  to  de- 
cree that  he  might  fee  his  fon  and  daughter ;  but  the 
important  occupation  in  which  he  was  inceffantly 
engaged,  prevented  his  frequent  indulgence  in  this 
gradncation.  His  counfel  were  not  exempt  from 
fufpicio;!  and  infult.  Maleiherbes  conftantly  fup. 
plied  him  with  newfpapers,  at  which-  one  of  the 
commiffioners  on  duty  exprefled  fome  furprife,  con- 
fidering  to  what  a  degree  the  people  were  prejudiced 
againfl  him,  by  means  of  thefe  publications.  Male- 
iherbes replied,  that  the  lung  was  of  a  itrong  chi- 
rafter,'  and  bore  his  misfortunes  with  magnanimity* 
The  commiflioner  mfinuated  that,  from  the  freedom 
of  his  ingrefs,  the  advocate  might,  if  he  were  not  an 
honeft  man,  fumifh  the  king  with  poifon.  "  If  I 
"  Ihould,'*  anfwered  Maleiherbes,  "  the  king  is  too 
**  fincere  a  Chriftian  to  make  ufe  of  it  '.'*  The  king 
felt  the  firmeft  perfuafion  that  the  manifeftation  of 
his  innocence  would  not  procure  his  acquittal,  he 
therefore  prepared  for  the  event  with  magnaniftiity 
and  refoludon. 

The  convention  and  the  commune,  as  if  anxious  Conduft 
to  become  the  voluntary  proclaimers  of  their  own  of  the  con* 
i^ominy,  affefted  to  confider  the  king's  condemna-  and  com^ 
don  as  certain  before  they  had  heard  his  defence^  "»«««• 
Chaumette  (aid  in  the  commune,  that  as  the  king     *^^ 
could  be  confidered  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
condemned  criminal  foon  to  b*e  executed,  it  would 
be  difgraceful  for  the  magiftrates  of  the  people  to 

«  Elogc,  p.  477. 

f  Moort^s  Joornal,  vol.  ii.  p.  587.  It  is  to  be  obfervedy  that 
Maleiherbes  always  called  his  auguft  client  tbe  lung^  though  royalty  wae 
«holiihed« 

accompany 


i^  MEMOIRS  OF 

accompany  him    to  the  convention,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  condufted  by  the  military  only.      This 
was  over-ruled  only  by  a  fmall  majority.     Santerre, 
as  if  to  enfure  an  excufe  for  that  treachery  which 
would  have  procured  the  murder  of  the  king,  even 
if  the  convention,  contrary  to  all  expeftation,  had 
acquitted  him,  faid  at  the  bar,  that  he  believed  the 
king  might  be  conduced  in  fafety  to  and  from  the 
hall,  provided  he  returned  by  day-light ;  but  if  he 
was  detained  till  dark,  he  would  not  anfwer  what 
might  be  the  confequence,  the  people  were  fo  en* 
raged  agamft  him  \ 
M^'^V        Thofe  who  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  king  in  the 
filling  the   convention,  had  obtained  a  decree,  that  no  perfon 
galleries,    ihould  be  admitted  to  the  galleries  till  a  certain  hour 
in  the  morning.     In  contempt  of  this  regulation,  the 
mob  had  taken  poffeffion  the  preceding  evening ;  and 
when  Manuel  moved  that  the  decree  fhould  be  in- 
forced,  he  was  hooted,  and  the  convention  obliged 
to  pafs  to  the  order  of  the  day.    Befides  thofe  m 
the  galleries,  a  crowd  befet  the  parages,  and  groupes 
were  formed  in  different  parts  of  the  ftreets,  who 
.    furrounded,  infulted,  and  threatened  thofe  deputies 
who  were  fuppofed  to  favor  the  king  % 
The  kipff       When  the  officers  of  the  municipality  arrived  at 
f^Wn.     ^^^  Temple,  the  king,  who  was  with  his  counfel, 
tion.   '     aflced  how  thofe  gentlemen  were  to  go  to  the  con- 
vention.   He  was  anfwered,  "  on  horfe-back,  or  on 
**  foot,  or  juft  as  they  pleafe,  for  it  is  of  very  Utile 
*'  confequence.^'  •  The  king  left  the  Temple  a  little 
before  nine,  in  the  mayor's  coach,  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  importance  of  the  occafion,  converfed 
with  cheerfulnefs^  and  without  difmay*     The  con- 
verfation  turned  on  the  Latin  hiftorians,  which  gave 
him  occafion  to  defcant  on  the  preference  due  tq 
Tacitus  over  Titus   Livius.      In  the  chambre  des 


<i  Moore*s  Journal^  vol,  ii.  p.  ^j^j^  560, 
r  Ibidt 
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ewtferenees^  he  was  agdn  met  by  hiscounfel.  Gene* 
ral  Berruyer  announced  his  arrival,  and  he  was  in« 
troduced  in  the  following  order:  Berruyer  and 
Santerre  walked  firft,  the  mayor  of  Paris  and  the 
procureur  after  them,  and  laft  the  king,  between 
IVblefh^rbes  and  Tronchet,  and  attended  .by  de 
Seze. 

The  prefident  faid,  "Louis,  the  convention  has  Theking*t 
«  decreed  that  you  fhould  be  finally  heard  this  day."  J^Jnfd. 
The  king  anfwered,  "  M.  de  Seze,  one  of  my  coiinfel, 
•*  will  read  my  defence."  De  Seze  then  afcended  the 
tribune,  and  read  the  well-known  defence  of  his 
foverdgn,  without  interruption,  except  fome  few 
paufes,  which  the  length  rendered  neceffary. 

While  de  Seze  was  fpeaking,  the  king  preferved  his  HIsfpcecb* 
wonted  tranquillity,  and  when  he  paufed,  addrefled 
fome  words  to  Malefherbes  and  Tronchet,  with  a 
fmiling  countenance.  De  Seze  having  finiihed,  the 
king  arofe,  and  read  from  a  paper  which  he  held  in 
his  hand,  the  following  words,  in  a  calm  manner,  and 
with  a  firm  voice ;  "  Citizens,  you  have  heard  my 
*'  defence  ;  I  now  fpeak  to  you,  perhaps  for  the  lafl: 
"  time,  and  declare  that  my  confcience  reproaches 
**  me  with  nothing,  and  that  my  counfel  have 
"  afTerted  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  never  was  afraid 
"  of  having  my  conduft  publicly  inveftigated,  but 
"  I  am  moft  fenfibly  afflided  to  find  in  the  aft  of 
'^  accufation  a  charge  that  I  defired  to  fhed  the 
"  blood  of  the  people,  and  particularly  that  1  occa* 
"  fioned  the  misfortunes  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
**  I  confefs  that  the  numerous  inftances  I  have 
"  given,  on  every  occafion,  of  my  love  for  the  peo- 
**  pie,  and  the  manner  in  which  I  have  conduced 
"  myfelf,  appeared  to  me  fully  fufficient  to  prove 
"  how  little  I  feared  expofing  my  own  fafety  in 
**  order  to  avoid  bloodflied,  and  to  have  effeftually 
«  prevented  fuch  an  imputation."  The  prefident 
then  interrogated  him  refpeding  fome  keys  taken 

from 
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from  Clery ;  and  having  afked  if  he  had  any  diiiig 
.  more  to  add,  gave  him  leave  to  depart. 
Hit  return  While  in  the  chambre  des  conferences^  the  kmg 
Temple,  difplayed  the  moft  humane  Iblicitude  for  the  healm 
of  M.  de  Seze.  Obferving  him  over-heated  with^ 
the  exertion  of  fpeaking  more  than  two  hours,  he 
exprefled  great  anxiety  ;  and  inquired  if  he  could  not 
find  means  to  change  his  linen.  In  his  return  to 
the  Temple,  he  preferved  the  fame  calmnefs  which 
he  had  difplayed  in  his  journey  to  the  convention. 
He  feemed  little  affe&ed  with  the  cries  of  the  rabble, 
which  were  more  frequent  than  on  the  eleventh. 
Chaumette,  who  never  omitted  an  opportunity  of 
infulting  the  monarch,  was  fpeedily  gratified.  The 
king  feeing  him  bow  with  femiliarity  to  fome  per- 
ibns  in  the  flreet,  aiked  if  they  were  citizens  of  his 
fe&ion.  "  No,"  anfwered  the  procureur^  "  but 
**  they  were  members  of  the  general  council  on  the 
**  tenth  of  Auguft,  whom  I  always  fee  with  plea- 
**.  fure."  The  king  obferving  that  this  brutal  Jaco- 
bin wore  his  hat  in  the  carriage,  which  he  had  not 
done  before,  reprimanded  him  for  the  rudenefs,  by 
ikying,  "  You  had  forgot  your  hat  the  laft  time 
**  you  attended  me ;  but  you  have  been  more 
•*  careful  of  your  health  on  this  occafion."  The 
remaining  converfation  related  to  Chambon's  wife, 
w^ofe  pifture  was  on  the  lid  of  his  fnufF  box '. 
Proceed-  The  king  having  retired,  a  long  and  violent  debate 
convett-^  *  ^^^^  P^^^ce  on  the  motion  of  Manuel  to  adjourn  for 
tion  I  three  days,  and  print  the  defence  and  fend  it  to  the 
departments.  On  the  other  fide  it  was  urged  that 
the  convention  Ihould  pronounce  judgment  without 
feparating.  Thefe  contradidtory  motions  inflamed 
the  fury  of  the  oppofing  parties  to  the  higheft 
pitch.    The  Mountain,  fupported  by  the  galleries, 

'  The  acconnt  of  this  day  is  taken  from  Moore's  Journal  vol.  \u 
p.  j6i,  et  feq.  Eloge,  p.  &8a,  et  feq,  Hiftories.  Debates.  See 
alfo  de  Sue's  Ijpeech^ 
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difplayed  the  moft  outrageous  violence;  they  infifted 
oa  carrying  their  point,  and  even  infulted  me  prdi- 
dent;  bitt  the  majority  was  not  to  be  conquered,  and 
at  length  it  was  decreed,  that  every  member  fhould 
deliver  bis  opinion  from  the  tribune  before  the  day 
fixed  for  the  afpel  nominal^  and  that  the  convention, 
difcontinuing  all  other  bufinefs,  (hould  occupy  itfelf 
folely  on  tUs  trial  t.  The  Jacobin  club  evinced  a  in  the 
fliare  of  ferocity  truly  difgufting.  They  expelled  J^^Wn 
Manuel ",  and  in  the  courfe  of  a  debate  on  the  *^ "  * 
proceedings,  the  prefident  became  fo  outrageous  that 
he  exclaimed,  ^^  I  declare  myfelf  in  a  ftate  of  infur« 
«  reaion ;  I  will  aflaffinate  the  firft  Rolandift, 
«  Briflbtin,  Feuillant,  or  Girondift  I  meet/'  Thefe 
were  names  lefs  ufed  as  diftinguifhing  a  party,  thaa 
indicating  thofe  who  inclined  to  fave  the  life  of  the 
ting*. 

The  decree  for  hearing  the  opinion  of  every  mem-  Further 
ber  threatened  to  be  produdive  of  fo  much  delay,  proceed- 
that,  in  a  few  days,  it  was  repealed ;  and  thofe  who  ronvta-^ 
had  compofed  difcourfes  for  the  occafion  were  or-  ttea, 
dered  to  lay  them  on  the  table  that  they  might  be 
printed,  and  read  by  thofe  who  were  fo  difpofed. 
The  form  and  arrangement  of  the  queftions  then  took 
up  a  whole  day,  in  which  the  Mountain  finally  fuc- 
ceeded.     The  queftions  were  in  fubftance:  ift.  Is 
Louis  guilty  or  not  ?     ad.  Shall  the  judgment  to  be 
pronounced  be  fubmitted  to  the  people  in  primary 
aflemblies  ?     3d,  What  punifliment  has  he  incurred  ? 
Thefe  queftions  were  thus  fubtilly  arranged  to  make 
the  king's  condemnation  more^  certain  ^.    It  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  that  the  law  ought  to  be  eftabliflied 
before  the  refult  of  it  is  made  known ;  in  that  cafe  the 
firft  queftion  ftiould  have  been  placed  laft,  becaufe 

^  Debates.    Moore^s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  566. 
**  Moore's  Journal,  vol.ii.  p.  571. 
*  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  ^31. 
r  Debates.    Moore*s  Journal,   vol.  ii.  p.  573,     Conjuration  de 
**0rlean8,  vol.  iii.  p.  134.  Hiftoiies* 
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dll  the  right  of  appeal  and  extent  of  the  fentenc^ 
were  afcertained,  no  judgment  ought  to  have  been 
pronounced.     Had  the  fecbnd  queuion  been  placed 
laft,  many  who  voted  againft  the  appeal,  not  ap- 
proving it  on  general  grounds,  would  have  favoured 
it  as  the  only  means  of  faving  the  king's  Ufe.    But 
fuch  was  the  negligence,  and  fo  fmall  the  mutual 
confidence  of  the  party  who  wiflied  to  fave  the  king, 
that  they  permitted  their  adverfaries  to  gain  this  and 
feveral  other  points  in  the  courfe  of  the  trial,  which 
decided  the  event. 
15th  Jan.     *  On  the  'firft  appel  nominal  there  was  a  general 
179s*     affirmative*     Dumouriez,  fpeaking  of  the  fubfequent 
^leftion      votes  ou  this  trial,  praifes  three  hundred  and  ten 
guilty  or    members  who  voted  to  fave  the  king,  and  wifhes  to 
••''         eredl  a  column  on  which  their  names  fhould  be  in- 
fcribed,  like  the  conquerors  of  Marathon  *.    Surely 
the  virtue  of  thefe  men  could  not  deferve  comme- 
moration, who  after  having  devoted  their  king  to 
death  by  fo  unjufl  a  verdift,  exerted  themfelves  in 
equivocal  efforts  to  fave  his  life. 
On  the  ap.      On  the  fecond  appel  nominal^  which  was  put  to  the 
peal  to  the  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^^g  jg^y  ^ jjg  jivifion  was :  for  the  affimative, 

people.  r>         r       t         '       •  .     • 

283  ;  for  the  negative,  424 ;— majority,  147. 

i6tb  and         The  third  appel  nominal  occafioned  a  difcuffion 

On  the       which  lafled  two  days,  becaufe  almofl  every  member 

puniih.      accompanied  his  vote  with  fome  reafon  or  reflexion. 

Bient.        The  number  of  fuffrages  was  reduced  by  death,  ab- 

fence,  and  refufals  to  vote,  to  feven  hundred  and 

twenty-one.     Of  thefe,  three  hundred  and  fixty-one 

would  have  formed  a  majority.     On  cafting  up  the 

votes,  it  appeared  that  34  had  given  their  opinions 

for  death  with  various  reflriftions ;  7,  for  imprifon- 

ment  in  chains  ;  and  3 1 9  for  confinement  or  bani/h- 

mentj  total,  355.    The  numbfer  of  votes  for  death, 

»  Memoires  de  Dumoiiriex,  1793,  partic  i.  p.  50.  But  it  ij  •<* 
be  obfervedy  thai  thefe  three  hundred  and  ten  heroes  only  voted  for 
the  refpite* 

abfolutely, 
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abfolutely,  was  366;  majority  ii.    But  it  is  to  be 

obferved,  that  had  fix  votes  been  taken  from  one 

fide  and  added  to  the  other,  the  life  of  the  king 

would  have  been  faved.     The  prefident,  Vergniaud,  * 

after  enumerating  the  fuffragesj  faid,  ^^  The  punilhi 

"  ment  pronounced  againft  Louis  is  Death  */' 

This  very  fmall  majority  tcould  not  have  been  Means 
fufficient  to  affeft  the  king*s  life,  had  not  the  Moyn-  ^^:^  «<>  ob- 
tain obtained  a  decree  on  the  day  of  making  the  joI"ty."**" 
third  appel  nominal^  declaring  that  the  majority  of  a 
fmgle  voice  was  fufficient,  and  thereby  excluding  the 
king  from  the  benefit  of  an  article  in  the  penal 
code,  which  required  the  confent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  jury  to  pronounce  the  fentence^f  death.  To 
obtain  this  majority,  inconfiderable  as  it  was,  no 
efforts  either  of  intreaty,  terror,  or  violence,  had 
been  fpared.  Grangeneuve  declared  this  in  the  con- 
vention when  he  gave  his  vote**;  and  Kervelegan 
afterwards  ftated,  that  in  going  on  that  day  to  the 
hall,  he  and  many  other  members  were  fevcral  times 
flopped  and  furrounded  by  bodies  of  the  loweft  clafs 
of  the  people,  who  put  piftols  to  their  heads,  threat- 
ened them,  and  fwore  they  would  facrifice  them  on 
their  return,  if  they  did  not  vote  for  the  death  of  the 


When  the  fentence  had  been  pronounced,   the  The  king's 
king's  counfel  were  admitted.     De  Seze,  after  a  app«ai, 
ftort  exordium,  read  the  following  Jetter  from  the 
king: 

"  I  owe  to  my  honour,  to  my  family,  not  to  fub- 
"  fcribe  to  a  fentence  which  declares  me  guilty  of  a 
"  crime  with  which  I  cannot  reproach  Hiyfelf.     I 

*  Debates.  Goudemetz,  &c.  JotJgment  and  execution  of  Louis 
XVI,  Hi(ioirec]u  Proccs,  &c.^  Veigniaud,  after  pronouncing  this 
icoience,  piflcd  the  whole  night  in  tears,  and  ieemed  quite  in  a  ftateof 
dcfpair.  Be»trand*s  Memoii^,  vol.  i.  p.  5. 14a,  Debates.  Moore*s 
Jpuiiwl,  vol.  ii.  p.  585. 

^  Debates.     Goudemetz,  &c.     Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  lo, 

*  Tench's  Corfefpondeuce,  Letter  vii.  p.  106. 
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^  therefore  appeal  to  the  nation  at  large  from  the 
^'  dedfion  of  its  reprefentatives ;  and  I  do,  by  thefe 
^^  prefents,  charge  my  counfel,  on  their  fidelity,  by  aU 
^^  means  in  their  power,  to  make  this  appeal  known 
^  to  the  convention ;  and  tp  require  that  it  be  men- 
^'  tioned  in  the  minutes  of  their  fittings*  Done  at 
**  Paris  the  i6th  January  1793. 

(Signed)  «  Louis/' 
fet  ciide.  I'his  paper  having  been  read,  each  of  the  counfel 
enforced  its  contents  with  a  few  obfervations,  repre- 
ienting  the  illegality,  violence,  and  cruelty  of  the 
fentence.  The  convention  pafied  to  th^  order  of  the 
day  on  the  kind's  appeal ;  and  refolved,  on  the  mor- 
row, to  take  mto  confideration  the  queftiqn  of  de- 
laying execution  of  the  fentence. 
isth.  The  next  day,  after  hearing  fome  complaints  re- 

ings^orf  ipefting  the  formation  of  the  lifts,  which  were  at 
propofai  of  length  reSified  %  the  order  of  the  day  was  called 
wfpitc.  jg^j.^  j^^  difcuffion  of  the  queftion  of  delay  was 
carried  on  with  no  lefs  vehemence  and  afperity  than 
any  which  had  previoufly  occurred,  and,  after  a  tu« 
multuous  debate,  an  adjournment  till  the  next  day 
was  propofed  and  reludantly  acceded  to.  The  next 
day  the  difcuffion  was  clofed,  and  the  appel  nominal 
being  taken  on  the  propofition  of  delay,  it  wasnega« 
tived  by  a  majority  of  70.  For  the  delay,  3 1  o  j  againft 
i^  3^0.  The  convention  then  decreed,  **  That 
^^  the  executive  council  fhould  be  fummoned,  and 
*'  a  copy  of  the  decree  which  pronounces  fentence 
^^  of  death  againft  Louis  deliverd  to  them.  That 
"  the  executive  council  (hould  notify  the  decree  to 
^^  Louis  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  and  caufe  it  to  be 
"  executed  within  twenty-four  hours  after  it  had 
^^  been  notified  to  him :  that  the  mayor  and  muni- 
^  cipal  officers  fhould  be  enjoined  to  fufier  Louis  to 
^  communicate  freely  vith  his  family,  and  to  have 

4  Oil  the  refah  of  this  fcrutinf  it  was  averted,  diat  the  majority 

Sinft  the  king  w.a8  ttoeaty  fiven  i   but  that  on  t^e  principle  aboye 
jmed  forms  a  difference  of  only  thirteen  or  fourteen. 

^^  with 
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"  with  him  ftith  plrifefts  as  he  mighf  defire  m  his 
"  laft  moments  */* 

Meanwhile  the   king,   though    appnfed  by  his  Thcking^s 
counfel  of  the  proceedings  againft  him,  and  fapplied  »?«"»*»»• 
with  journals  which  informed  him  of  the  malice  and  "*  ^* 
perfeverance  of  his  energies,    never  betrayed  the 
ilighteft  indications  of  diftnay  or  terror.     His  feel- 
ings as  a  man,  and  his  duty  as  a  chriftian,  prbmpted 
the  efforts  which  he  made  to  exculpate  himfelf ;  but 
he  was  fo  far  from  fondly  relying  on  the  triumph  of 
innocence  over  prejudice  and  malice,  that  from  the 
day  when  the  queftiohs  were  arranged  on  which  his 
fete  depended,  he  added  to  his  ufual  prayers  the 
fervice  for  perfons  in  agonies  ^ 

When  Garat,   the  minifter  of  juftice,  attended    aoth. 
with  the  decree,  he  accofted  the  king  in  a  faulterinff  J^"*^«»- 
voice :  "  Louis,     he  laid,  ^*  the  executive  counal  nounced* 
"  is  ordered  to  notify  to  you  the  decree  which  the 
"  convention  paffed  laft  night.'*   The  fecretary,  who, 
together  with  two  members  of  the  executive  council, 
attended  Garat,  then  read  the  decree.     At  the  words, 
ctmfpited  againjt  the  general  fafety  afthe  nation^  the 
king  appeared  flwcked ;  but  he  heatd  the  reil,  in- 
cluding his  fentence,   with    unalterable  calmnefs.  ' 
He  i^Ked  by.  making  fome  demands  which  he  con- 
fidered  effential  to  hi^  comfort  in  his  laft  moments  ;  — 

and  which  were  contained  in  a  paper  he  delivered  to 
Garat  to  prefent  to  the  executive  council.  Garat 
informed  the  king,  that  the  council  could  not  de- 
cide on  his  requefts,  but  that  he  would  fubmit  them 
to  the  convention  ^ 

Garat 

•Debates.     Hiftones.     Moore's  Journal,  &c.  &c. 

'  EJoge,  |i.  297. 

t  Moore^a  Jounia),  vol.  li.  p.  590.  Necker  on  the  Revolutipil« 
^ol.  i.  p.  40^.  In  the  Eloge,  p.  31 1>  and  in  the  Conjuration  de  d'Or* 
leans,  vol.  Ui.  p.  239.  the  following  account  of  this  interview  is  given 
in  the  words  ot  the  incendiary  Hebert,  author  of  Lt  Fire  DucbtHtf  and 
l^cputy  Pt9^umtr  it  la  Commum,  who  accompanied  Qarat  on  this  occa- 
fion,    «•  J  was  defirous  to  be  included  among  thofe  who  were  to  be 

K  1       .  •!  preifcnt 
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I 

Hiid€-         Carat  immediately  read  to  the  convention  the 

"*"*"••      paper  he  had  received.    The  contents  were  thefe  t 

*'  I  demand  a  delay  of  three  days  to  prepare  myfelf 

"  to  appear  in  the  prefence  ot  God.     To  fee,  in 

"  private,  the  perfon  I  (hall  point  out  to  the  com» 

"  mune* — ^To  be  freed  from  the  unceafing  watchful- 

"  nefs  which,  for  fome  days  paft,  the  commune  has 

*'  conftantly  exercifed-— To  communicate,  in  pri- 

**  vate,  with  my  family. — That  the  convention  may 

'*  take  into  confideration  the  fate  of  my  family,  and 

"  permit  them  to  retire  whitherfoever  they  pleafe: — 

**  I  recommend  to  the  nation  thofe  pcrfons  who 

"  were  attached  to  me,  many  of  whom  have  no 

"  means  of  fubfiftence  except  the  penfions  I  allowed 

"  them ;  alfo  thofe  individuals  who  have  expended 

"  their  whole  fortunes  in  procuring  fituations  about 

"  me. — The  perfon  alluded  to  above  is  M.  de  Fer- 

"  mont,  (Edgeworth,)  No.  283,  RuedeBacq." 

Confideied      Several  of  thefe  requefts  had  been  anticipated  by 

tJnrior""  *^  decree  of  the  preceding  day.     On  hearing  the 

paper   read,   the  convention  immediately  referred 

to  that  decree  for  fo  many  particulars  as  it  applied  to. 

With  refpeft  to  the  king's  family  and  fervants  they 

gave  an  evafive  though  flattering  anfwer.     It  was 

contained  in  thefe  words :  "  The  national  conven-* 

"  tion  authorizes  the  executive  council  to  reply  to 

"  Louis,  that  the  French  nation,  great  in  its  bene* 

*'  prefent  at  the  reading  of  the  fentence  of  death  againft  Louis.  He 
«•  liftened  with  uncommon  fang  fniJ.  When  the  reading  was  over, 
**  be  demanded  acdefs  to  his  family,  a  confeiTor,  in  (hort  every  thing 
**  which  could  afford  him  confolation  in  his  laft  moments.  His 
^*  geftures  and  his  words  were  fo  replete  with  grace,  dignity,  noble-' 
**  nefs,  and  greatnefs,  that  I  could  not  refift  them.  Tears  of  rage 
"  moiftened  my  eye-lids.  There  was  in  his  look  and  in  his  manner 
'*  fomething  evidently  rupernatunl.  I  retired,  driving  to  reftrain  the 
**  tears  which  flowed  in  fpite  of  me  {  and  refolved  that  (hould  be  my 
**  laft  minifterial  a6l  about  him.**  This  account,  from  foch  a  man  as 
Hebert,  AirpalTefl^  any  eulogium  that  art,  ftudy,  or  even  fenfibility  could 
diAate.  |t  illuiirates  the  obfervation  of  Boileau  s 
**  II  me  femble  en  lui  voir  le  diable, 
**  Q^e  Dieu  force  a  loucr  les  faints.*' 

^^  Jicence 
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^*  Jicence  ai  it  is  rigorous  in  its  jtiftice^j  will  take  care 
*'  of  his  family,  and  provide  for  it  a  fuitable  fate/' 
This  was  alfo  underftood  to  extend  to  his  fervants. 
The  delay  was  peremptorily  reftifed^  When  the 
king  was  informed  of  this  laft  aft  of  barbarous  feve- 
rity,  he  fhielded  himfelf  with  patience.  "  Aligns  T^ 
he  faid,  «  //  faut  fe  foumettre. — Well,  I  muft  fub- 
«  mit\'' 

The  abbe  Edgeworth  had  been  apprifed  by  Male-  Ecigeworth 
fherbes,  that  the  king  would  probably  require  his  ^^^^^^'* 
fervices  if  he  could  obtain  permiffion  for  him  to 
attend.     Garat,  before  he  returned  to  the  Temple 
with  the  anfwer  of  the  convention,  fent  for  the  abbe 
to  the  Tuilleries,  where  the  executive  council  were 
fitting ;  and,  with  an  apparent  confcioufnefs  of  the  ' 
danger  of  complying,  sdked,  "  If  he  would  go  to 
^  Louis  in  the  Temple.''—"  Unqueftionably.  I  will," 
anfwered  Edgeworth ;  "  the  kipg's  requeft  is  to  me 
"  an  order."     Garat  then  took  the  prieft  m  his 
carriage,  and  condufted  him  to  the  Temple.     The  goes  to  the 
members  of  the  council  appeared  overwhelmed  with  'r«™P*«> 
terror  and  conftemation ;  and  Garat,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  journey,   frequently  exclaimed,  "  What  a 
"  dreadful  commiffion !" 

Edgeworth  had,  while  in  the  carriage,  mentioned  treated 
to  the  minifter  of  juftice,  that  as  he  was  fummoned  ^th«nJ>g- 
to  fulfil  one  of  the  moft  folemn  and  facred  duties  of  "*  ^' 
his  miniftry,  he  was  defirous  of  obferving  the  forms 
prefcribed  by  the  church,  and  urged  the  propriety 
of  appearing  m  prieft's  veftments.     Garat  informed 
him  h  was  impoffible,     He  had  rightly  calculated  on 

\  When  we  contemplate  the  infultsand  barbarities  which  the  French 
Wjon  heaped  on  this  tinfortunate  fan^ily,  and  the  wanton  murder 
^hich  involved  the  queen  and^the  princefs  Elizabeth,  if  not  the  dauphin, 
in  an  untimely  fatCj^  nothing  but  a  precife  quotation  of  the  very  words 
of  the  legiflature  can  prevent  a  ru|picion  that  they  are  of  more  recent 
invention,  and  intended  as  a  farcaUn  on  their  injuftice,  meannefs,  and 
cowardly  cruelty. 

*  Debates.  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  ii.  p.  J8.  Moore's 
}o\iTnal,  vol.  ii.  p.  591.     Eloge. 

^  MQoit''t  Journal^  vol,  ii.  p.  59s. 

K  3  *^ 
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the  brut^ility  of  the  coubcH  of  the  commune,  ikt 

en  duty  at  the  Tem^.    They  were  of  the  moft  ua- 

feeling  and  hardened  clafs.    Six  or  (even  oi  them 

accompanied  Garat  into  the  king's  prefence;  the 

retnainder  retained  Ed^wordi,  in  oppofition  to  the 

known  wifli  of  the  mmifter  of  juilice  to  introduce 

him  himfelf,  treated  him  with  the  moft  difgracefiil 

indignity,  rudely  fearched  all  his  pockets,  c^ned 

bis  ^uff-box  to  aucertain  whether  it  contained  poifon, 

and  examined  his  pencil-cafe  left  it  ihould  conceal  a 

ftiletto.     He  was  then  permitted  to  afcend  the  ftair-» 

cafe,  where  the  guards  at  the  different  wickets  were 

drunk,  fweaiing  and  ilngin^f 

introduced      When  Edgeworth  was  mtroduced  to  the  king, 

totheking.  the  fight  of  hi$  fereue  dignity,  cpntrafted  with  the 

haggard  and  villainous  looks  of  the  wretches  who 

furrounded  him,   aftedted  the  good  abbe  in  the 

bigheft  degree*    The  king  made  a  motion  expreffive 

of  his  wiih  to  be  left  alone  with  the  confeflbr*    As 

foon  as  the  room  was  cleared,  the  abb^  fell  on  his 

knees,  kiifed  hi$  majefty's  hand,  and  bathed  it  with 

tears.    The  king  was  penetrated  with  this  mark  of 

refped  and  loyalty,  which  drew  tear;  from  him  alfo. 

«  E^fcufe  me,  M»  Edgeworth>**   he  fajd;  **  none 

'^  but  the  moft  unrelenting  of   men  have  been 

^*  allowed  to  approach  me  of  late.    My*  eyes  are 

**  accuftomed  to  them  j  but  the  fight  of  a  roan  of 

^^  humanity,  a  faithful  fuh]e(Et,  affjefts  my  whole 

**  foul,  and  melts  me  as  you  fee." 

Their  con-      The  king,  having  regained  his  ferenity,  led  the 

verfation.    ^^^^  j^^o  bis  clpfet,  and  read  twice  over  the  will  he 

had  compofed  with  a  firm  voice  and  proper  em- 

phafis,  except  at  thofe  places  where  mention  is  made 

of  the  que^,  his  children,  and  his  fifter'*      He 

1  This  inftrument  is  well  known,  and  inferted  in  fo  many  pvbliea- 
tionty  that  I  have  not  placed  it  in  the  Appendix*     (t  fpeaks  the  cha- 
fa6ler  of  its  author;  generous,  affectionate,  grateful«  9wi  religious | 
,{  an4  it  difplays  ^  mind  thinking  iviilyi  ami  incapaliU  of  being  perv^vted 

or  deprefled  by  the  moft  finifter  circnmftances  and  tlie  nuaH  Jinakiitud 
peri'ecution. 

9  then 
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then  converfed  on  various  topics,  inquired  afitor 
nxamy  of  his  friends,  forgave  and  pided  his  enemies, 
particularly  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  dq)lored  the 
£ate  of  his  deluded  fubjeds.  His  whole  converfatioa 
difplayed  the  mod  fuhliixie  and  heroic  fentiments, 
and  evinced  a  mind  naturally  gr^t,  enlarged,  and 
fbrtiiied  by  a  truefenfe  of  refigion. 

When  he  had  finifhed  converfing,  he  rofe  to  make  The  kmg 
his  laft  vifijt  to  his  femily,  faying,  «  that  xmuld  be  ^^^^l^ 
^^  hisfevereit  trial ;  but  when  it  was  over,  be  ihould  family* 
**  fix  his  mind  folcly  on  what  concerned  his  faU 
^^  vation." 

Leaving  Edgeworth  in  his  clofet,  the  king  re-Thcjrin- 
paired  to  3ie  apartment  where  his  family  wfere  already  ^^^^"^^ 
afiembled.  This  room  was  only  feparated  by  a  glafs 
door  from  one  where  two  commiffioners  were  con- 
ftantly  on  duty,  and  who  confequently  could  hear 
all  that  pafied.  The  interview  lafted  more  than  an* 
hour.  The  conception  of  man  can  hardly  depift 
a  icene  more  awful  and  more  aSeding  than  was 
realifed  on  this  occafion.  The  lung  entered  the  room 
with  calmnefs ;  and  zs  he  was  alone,  freed  from  his 
guards,  his  wife,  fifter,  and  children  enjoyed  a  mo4 
mentary  hope  that  a  brighter  day  was  going  to  arife« 
They  were  foon  undeceived.  The  filence  of  i^e  king, 
his  embraces,  the  tears  which  his  efforts  could  no 
longer  reftrain,  produced  cries  of  defpair  which  were 
heard  beyond  the  precinfb  of  the  Temple.  Though 
affected,  at  different  times,  beyond  the  power  of 
expreffion,  the  king  retained  his  prefaice  of 
mind.  When  it  became  nece&ry  to  feparate,  be 
had  occafion  for  fome  exertions  to  tear  hxmfelf  away 
from  their  paffionate  embraces,  from  thehr  convulfive 
reftraints.  He  eaye  them  hopes  of  another  meet* 
ing ;  but  his  lau  expreilive  look  belied  his  words. 
His  wife  and  fifter  fell  fenfelefs ;  his  daughter,  agi« 
tated  by  various  emotions,  was  in  a  ftate  which,  for  a 
time,  precluded  the  hope  of  recovery.  The  dauphin  Afftaion- 
ran  after  him,  his  voice  loft  in  fobs,  rapidly  tra-  *jj^*„**y;|j^ 

K  4  verfed  dauphin. 
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verfed  the  outer  apartment,   defcended  the  flairs 
wthout  any  one  bping  able  to  flop  him,  and  reach- 
ed the  coiirt^yard  of  the  Temple.     He  addreffed  the 
guards  in  the  moft  pitiful  terms  of  fupplication,  his 
bands  clafped,  and  throwing  himfelf  on  his  knees^ 
*^  Let  mc  pafs,  gentlemen  ;  let  me  pafs  ! — I  want  to 
^'  fpeak  to  the  people— to  intreat  them  not  to  kill  my 
"  papa,  the  king.— Ah  !  let  me  pafs,  gentlemen  ;  in 
*'  the  name  of  God,  do  not  hinder  me !"— His  in- 
treaties  were  vain,   and  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
turn", 
Thckiog'f      The  king  returned  to  his  own  room  in  a  ftate  of 
P*PV*        incxpreflible  emotion.     When  he  was  fomewhat  re- 
covered, he^'faidto  Edg^worth,  "  Alas!  Why  do  I 
^'  love  with  fo  much'tendernefs,  and  wherefore  am 
^.'  i  fo  tenderly  beloved  ?"     He  then  remamed  a  few 
minutes  in  filent  pneditation,  fighing  and  fhedding 
tears.     This  natural  eflriifion  of  fenfibility  bemg  paft,^ 
he  began  a  religious  converfation,  and  aflonifhed  his 
confeffor  no  lefs  by  his  extenfive  knowledge,  than 
by  his  exemplary  piety.  - 
His  laft  'At  ten  o'clock,  Clery  intreated  him,  with  tears  in 

"*  his  eyes,  to  take  fome  (upper.     In  compliance  with 

the  wifli  of  his  faithful  valet,  the  king  ate  a  fmall 
quantity,  .and    perfuaded-  Edgeworth    to    do   the 
fame* 
SSg''^      After   the  meal,    the    abbe  a(ked  if  the  king 
thefacra-   would  not  defire  to  hear  mafs,    and  receive  the 
»«»^*        communion,     The  king  expreffed  the  moft  eameft 
inclination,  but  fuggefted  his.  defpair  of  being  able 
Edgcwcrth  to  prevail  on  the  cbmmiflioner^  to  allow  it.— Edge- 
requefts      worth,  whofe  2eal  was  not  damped  by  the  infuks  he 
\oSml  ^^^  already  undergone,    undertook  to  folicit  the 
fter  it.    '  favor.  .  He  judged   rightly  in  'eicpefting  it  would 

"^Tbis  account' refpe(5ling  the  dauphin  is  given  by  many  authors, 
and  particularly  by  Nfcker  (on  the  K^^vdlution,  v.  i.  p.  xo6]«  It  is 
la  Tome  refpe6ls  improbable,  and^  nutwithiianding  the  vouchers,  to  be 
confidered  with  caution;  but  it  is  fo  intereftin^,  that  I  did  not  think 
{heomiflionof  itjuftifiablc^ 
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not  be  granted  without  confiderable  difSculties,  and 
many  injurious  refleftions.     On  his  firft  application, 
one  of  the  commiffioners  faid,  "  There  are  exam- 
"  pies  in  hiftory  of  priefts  who  have  mixed  poifon 
<«  with  the  hoftie."     Suppreffing^  his  indignation  at 
this  refleftion,  Edgeworth  calmly  replied,  ^*  I  have 
^«  been  fufficiently  fearched  to  fatisfy  you,  but,  to 
*«  obviate  all  doubts,  you  yourfelves  may  fumifli  me 
^*  with  the  h'bftie,'*      The   council    took    time  tQ 
deliberate,  and  at  length  agreed  to  the  requeft  on 
two  conditions  ;  firft,  that  the  prieft  (hould  reduce 
the  demand  to  writing,  and  fign  it ;  and  fecondly, 
that  the   ceremony  fhould  conclude  before  feven 
o'clock  the  next  morning.     Edgeworth  acceded  to 
thefe  propofals,  and  immediately  went  to  impart  the 
tidings.      The  king  received  them  with  gratitude, 
and  proftrated  himfelf  in  thankfgiving  to  God  for 
the  mercy*    He  then  made  his  preparatory  con^ 
feffion,  that  he  might  receive  the  facrament  the  next 

day. 

Edgeworth,  feeing  the  king  Inuch  exhaufted,  pre-  The  king 
vailed  on  him  to  lie  down,  and  himfelf  lay  in  Clery's  **^*' 
bed.  With  a  perfeft  confcioufnefs  that  his  laft  mo- 
ment was  rapidly  approaching,  the  kmg  flept  the 
fleep  of  innocence,  calm  and  undifturbed.  Exempt 
from  the  terrors  of  confcience  which  would  have 
haunted  a  tyrant  under  the  f*im^  circumftances,  he 
paffed  this  his  laft  night  without  agitation  and  in 
perfeft  tranquillity. 

At  five  in  the  morning,  the  king  called  for  Clery      ^,[|, 
to  affift  him  in  dreffing.     He  heard  mafs,  and  re-  Receive* 
ceived  the  communion  with  the  moft  profound  de-  **"'  '^'"*' 
votion,  expreffing  to  the  abbe    his   high  fenfe  of 
God's  grace  in  permitting  him  to  retain  his  faith  in 
religion. 

The  king    poffefled  a  firmncfs  and  prefence  of  His  firm- 
mind  fuperior  even  to  that  of  his  confeffor.      A  "*  *' 
noife  was  heard ;  Edgeworth,  apprehenfive  that  the 
fatal  mqment  was  already  arrived^  ihewed  figns  of 

terror. 


the  facra. 
me  tit. 
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HTtor.    The  king  maintamed  bis  wonted  ferenky. 
It  was  only  the  guard  refuming  their  pofts.    His 
majefly  addrefled  one  of  them,  ajqpareatly  to  make 
fbme  requefl:.    The  anfwer  he  received  was ;  <<  Ci- 
^^  toyen^  c'eioit  bon  fa  quand  vous  itii%  roij  mcas  vous 
*'  Tie  l^etes  plus.-^Thdt  might  have  been  well  enough» 
"  citizen,  when  you  were  a  king,  but  that's  nc^  the 
*'  cafe  now.*'    The  king  turned  to  Edgeworth,  lay- 
ing, "  You  fee  how  I  am  treated ;  but  nothing  can 
**  ihock  me  now." — At  this  period  he  heard  footfteps 
on  the  flairs. — ^  They  are  coming,"  he  iGud  with- 
out  emotion. 
^Im-        The  commiffioners  of  the  commune^  with  a  coafti-* 
miffioneii.  tutional  prieft,  named  Jaques  Roux,  at  their  bead, 
came  to  announce  that  the  hour  was  at  hand*    ^  h 
^'  is  enough,"  faid  the  king  ;  *'  I  will  join  you  di* 
*^  redly ;  but  I  wifli  to  pafs  a  few  moments  alone 
*^  with  my  confeflbr."    He  then  repeated  his  recom- 
mendation of  his  family,  and  added  a  requefl,  that 
Clery  might  be  permitted  to  attend  the  queen  ;  fear« 
ful  that  the  terms  in  which  the  wifh  was  announced 
might  fruflrate  its  execution,  be  haflily  cone&ed 
bimfelf,  and  faid,  tny  wife.    He  offered  a  packet  to 
Roiux,  deliring  him  to  deliver  it  to  the  commune  i 
but  this  brutal  imitator  of  Chaumette  anfwered,  "  It 
**  is  my  duty  to  qondud  you  to  the  place  of  execu* 
*^  tion,  and  nothing  more."—*"  You  are  right,"  faid 
the  king,  and  prefented  it  to  another  commiflioner, 
who  accepted  the  charge,  and  delivered  it  faith- 
folly. 
Bcnevo.         WhcH  he  was  retired  with  Edgeworth,  he  &id  5 
^^f    ^^  All  is  confummated.    Give  me  your  laft  hm^ 
iwwrOi.      <«  didion."    That  tendernefe  of  regard  wkh  which 
be  always  ccmfidered  his  friends,  and  which  extend* 
cd  even  to  his  enemies,  had  prevented  the  king  from 
tequefting  the  abbe  to  aceompany  him}  but  that 
worthy  minifter  voluntarily  offered  it,  and  fXoOkd 
Im  determination  not  to  quit  him«    This  promife 
cheiered  the  king,  and  added  to  the  complaceai 
.   .     -  wii 
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vkh    which   he  was  prepared  to  meet  his  laft 
momoit. 

The  king  returned  to  the  room  where  Santerre  f*^^** 
was  waiting  for  him,  and,  in  a  firm  toxie>  pronounced  i^mpie. 
the  word,  Marchons  /  Before  they  came  to  the  ftairs 
of  the  Temple,  the  king,  obferving  that  the  com- 
miQpners  were  all  covered,  defired  Clery  to  bring 
his  hata  which  he  put  on.  He  walked  thrdu^  the 
firii;  court,  and  found  the  carriage  in  the  fecond. 
Two  comraiilioners,  Jaques  Roux^  apd  another  con- 
ftitutional  prieft,  named  Taques  Claude  Bernard,  en- 
tered the  coach.  Two  ill-looking  fellows,  belonging 
to  the  gendarmssj  ftood  at  the  door.  One  of  them 
entered  the  carriage ;  the  king  followed  with  £dg&- 
vortb»  and  the  other  gendarme  placed  himfdf  by  his 
conuade  \  They  let  out  between  half  paft  eight 
aod  nine  oMock* 

A  profoimd  filence  prevailed  among  the  people.  Proceflio* 
The  efcort  confifted  01  twelve  hundred  men,  being  pj|2sf ** 
twenty-five  from  each  feftion  of  Paris,  feleded  as 
tried  patriots,  and  expert  in  military  difcipline.  All 
th^  ftreets  were,  befides,  crowded  widi  national 
guards*  Th^  doors  of  moft  of  the  houfes  were 
&ut,  ftdd  the  police  had  ilri£tly  forbidden  any  one 
to  appear  at  the  windows.  Ail  the  a£ts  of  authority 
on  that  day  bore  the  impreflion  of  crime,  fear,  and 
violence. 

Jaques  Roux,  feated  oppofite  the  king,  fixed  his  Th«  king  , 
^es  on  him  during  the  whole  time.     As  the  progre&  Ihe*  fcafV 
was  extremely  flow>  the  king  aiked  Edgeworth  for  f«id« 
a  prayer  book.    The  abbe  ha4  none  but  his  bre- 
wy,  which  he  gave  him,  pointing  out  thofe  piahns 
which  were  moll  propa  in  his  fituation.    The  king 
contnued  reading  with  great  devotion,  till  he  came 

"  From  the  difturbed,  fierce,  and  menacing  countenance*  of  thofe 
two  men,  M.  Edgeworth  fufpcAed  that  they  had  orders  to  aflaflinate 
the  king  in  th«  coach,  ia  cafe  of  th«  appearance  of  any  powerful  at- 
tempt tp  refcue  himt  The  pohlic  pa|)eis  o^  the  following  day  aierttd 
wat  this  fufpiciAQ  ipvsi  bilt  too  well  iounded«  Bertrsind*!  Memotrtt 
▼ol.  iii,  p.  17 1. 

to 
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to  the  foot  of  the  guillotine,  which  was  erefted  be- 
tween the  pedeftal  which  had  fupported  the  ftatue  of 
Louis  XV.  and  the  Champs  Elijees.  He  arrived  at 
twenty  minutes  after  ten. 
Hit  in-  Th^  executioners  having  opened  the  coach-door, 
xietyfor  the  king,  laying  his  hand  on  Edgeworth's  knee,  faid 
J^"^  to  the  gendarmes^  "  Gentlemen,  I  recommend  M. 
<«  Edgeworth  to  your  proteftion."  They  niade  no 
immediate  anfwer,  and  he  repeated  his  requeft  with 
greater  earneftnefs.  "  I  conjure  you  to  take  care 
*'  that  no  harm  befal  him  after  my  death.'*  One  of 
thefe  wretches,  in  a  harfh,  iromcal  tone  of  voice, 
replied,  *'  Well,  well,  give  yourfelf  no  farther  trou* 
**  ble  }  we  fhall  take  care  of  him." 
Hi,  hands  The  king,  having  thrown  off  his  coat,  was  going 
tied,-  to  afcend  the  fcaffold,  when  they  feized  his  hands, 
intending  to  tie  them  behind  his  back.  As  he  was 
not  prepared  for  this  laft  infult,  his  firft  movement 
was  to  repel  it  with  indignation.  But  Edgeworth, 
feniible  that  all  refiftance  would  be  vain,  and  would 
cxpofe  the  king  to  outrages  ftill  more  violent,  faid, 
**  Sire,  this  new  humiliation  is  another  circumftancc 
**  in  which  your  majefty's  fufferings  refemble  thofe 
"  of  our  Saviour,  who  will  foon  be  your  reward.*^ 
TThe  king's  repugnance  was  inftantly  fubdued.  With 
a  dignified  air  of  refignation,  he  prefented  his  hands. 
The  executioners,  drawing  the  cords  with  all  their 
force,  the  king  mildly  faid,  '^  There  is  no  n^ed  to 
"  pull  fo  tight.'' 
EJgc-  While  he  was  afcending  the  fcaffold,  Edgeworth, 

worth's      as  if  by  infpiration,  uttered  thofe  remarkabfe  words 
tiont^'^'     fo  well  known  throughout  all  Europe,    '^  Louis, 

"  SON  OF  St.  Louis,  ascend  to  Heaven  ^ 
The  king's      As  foon  as  the  king  came  upon  the  fca&bld,  ad- 
fpcedi,       vancing  with  a  firm  ftep,  to  the  part  which  faced  the 

^*  It  is  not  a  little  remiarkahle  that  the  agitation  of  this  worthy  man 
wasTo  great  that  he  forgot  ever  having  uttered  thefe  words,  though 
.all  writers  agree  in  the  fa£l.  See  Bertrand'-s  MenioirSi  vol.  iii. 
p.  a75*  "• 
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palace,  he  defired  the  drums  to  ceafe,  and  was  im- 
mediately obeyed,  iti  fpite  of  the  orders  they  had 
received.  He  then  pronounced,  loud  enough  to  be 
heard  at  the  garden  of  the  Tuilleries,  "  French- 
**  men^  I  die  innocent  of  all  the  crimes  which  have 
*'  been  imputed  to  me.  I  forgive  my  enemies,  I 
**  implore  God,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  to 
**  pardon  them,  and  not  to  take  vengeance  on 
**  the  French  nation  for  the  blood  about  to  be 
«  flied.— *' 

He  was  continuing,  when  the  brutal  Santerre  ^  AnJ  exc^ 
pulhed  furioufly  towards  the  drummers,  and  forced  *^"''**"' 
them  to  beat,  without  intermiffion.     The  execution- 
er^ feized  their  viftim,  and  placed  him  under  the  axe 
of  the  guillotine. 

Thefe  tranfadlions,  from  the  time  of  his  reaching 
the  place  of  execution,  occupied  only  two  minutes. 
Edgeworth  remained  kneeling  on  the  fcafFold  in  a 
ftate  of  ftupor,  till  roufed  by  the  cries  of  the  popu- 
lace ;  when  he  retired  to  the  houfe  of  Maleflierbe^. 

As  foon  as  the  aft  was  done,  the  people,  who  had  Condua 
hitherto  maintained  a  profound  filence,  exclaimed,  **[  ^^  ***•* 
Vive  la  republique  I  A  troop  of  young  men,  placed 
for  the  purpofe,  commenced  a  dance  round  the 
fcaffold.  A  youth,  between  eighteen  and  twenty 
years  of  age,  caught  up  the  bleeding  head,  and 
brandifhing  it  with  ferocious  exultation,  cried,  Vive 
la  Nation  !  Several  perfons  dipped  the  points  of  pikes, 
pieces  of  paper,  and  pocket  handkerchiefs  in  the 
blood.  The  king's  hair  had  been  cut  off,  before 
he  afcended  the  fcafFold,  and  was  fold  in  ftnall  par- 
cels for  confiderable  fums.  Thefe  latter  aftions  are 
fuch  as  might,  in  fome,  proceed  from  mere  curiofity, 
or  a  worfe  motive  j  in  others  they  were  undoubtedly 

P  Mpntjoye  aflertf ,  I  know  not  on  whai  autboiity,  that  Santerre  is 
unjuftiv  accufed  of  this  atrocity  \  but  be  does  not  fay  who  it  was  that 
ordered  the  drums  to  beat.  See  £!os;e,  p.  322.  n.  Conjuration  de 
d^Orleanaiy  vol.  iii.  p.  24a.  q.     The  afiertion  is  contrary  to  every  tefti- 

the 
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the  genuine  difplay  of  loyalty,  veneration,  and  pity* 
The  theatres  were  fliut  in  the  etening;  and  the 
whole  city  appeared  the  reiidence  of  conftifion  and 
difmay  \ 
The  king       On  the  day  of  the  king's  execution,  an  old  feN 
buried.      vant  of  his  father,  named  le  Due,  addrefied  a  let« 
ter  to  the  convention,  praying  for  leave  to  inter  him 
at  Sens,  with  the  reft  of  his  family.    This  requeft 
was  refufed,  on  the  motion  of  Chabot,  who  fidd, 
that  Louis  ought  to  be  buried  with  other  citizens,  in 
the  burying  place  of  the  fe£tion  where  he  laft  refided. 
Legendre  moved,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  cut 
up  the  body  into  eighty-four  pieces,  and  fend  one  to 
each  of  the  departments,  and  the  heart  to  the  con- 
vention'.    The  king^s  body  was  thrown  without 
ceremony  into  a  fpace  in  the  church-yard  of  Saint 
Mary  Magdalen,  which  was  filled  with  quick  lime, 
carefully  guarded  till  the  body  was  fuppofed  to  be 
entirely  confumed,  and  then  levelled  with  the  cir- 
cumjacent ground,   that  every  trace  of  the  fpot 
where  the  monarch  was  depofited  might  be  effedual- 
ly  obliterated  *.     His  untimely  end  was  honored  by 
a  general  mourning  in  England,  and  moft  other 
countries  in  Europe. 
Obferva.        In  relating  the  tranfadUons  of  this  unfortunate 
•haAaer.'*  fovereign's  life  and  reign,  I  have  had  fo  many  occa- 
fions  to  digrefs  in  order  to  refute  calumnies,  and  fo 
many  reafons  for  difplaying  the  motives  of  his  con- 
duA,  that  nothing  remains  by  which  his  chara^er 

9  In  relating  the  proceedings  of  the  two  laft  days  of  tlie  life  of  Loui9» 
I  hRve  principally  relied  on  Bertrand,  who  drew  his  information  from 
Edgeworth,  and  has  detailed  it  with  a  preciiion,  iimplicity,  and  ele- 
gance, which  I  am  apprehensive  muft  have  fui!ered  confiderably  by  the 
abridgment.  See  Memoirs,  vol.  iii.  p.  158  toa77,  I  have  alfo  con- 
Ailted  the  Hiftories  i  Moore's  Journai»  vol.  ii.  p.  590,  et  feq*  $  Vecktr 
on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  404.  et  feq. ;  Elogej  Roux^s  Report  t9 
the  Commune  ^  and  various  other  documents.  ^ 

'  Debates.  Robefpierre  a  fes  Comosettans^  vol.  ii.  p.  134.  tlog^t 
p.  304. 

•  Hiftories.  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  1793,  ^^^'  "•  ^^**' 
joye  fays  he  was  bpried  under  the^  organ  in  the  church*  £lo|^ 
P«  S30. 
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cm  be  ffiufti^ed.    The  dSbrts  of  calumny  hsrt 
been  fo  great  and  fo  firccefsful,   that  the  evidencre 
of  an  h»  friends,  and  even  the  reludant  tefUmony 
of  his  enemies,  have  been  mfuificient  to  refcue  his 
fame  from  obloquy.   .The  want  of  fixmncfs  snd 
courage  is  the  principal  fauk,  and  the  one  moft  ge- 
nerally attributed  to  htm ;  but  that  feems  to  rei£k 
fxKfm  a  judgment  formed  on  fubfequent  events,  and 
from  not  duly  confidering  his  chara&er  in  other  par- 
ticulars.    The  king  certainly  did  not  poffefs  that 
aftive  courage  which  prompts  refiftance,  and  pro- 
duces magnanimotrs  efforts ;  but  in  all  bis  fufferings 
he  difplayed  an  energetic  prefence  of  mind  which 
demoftftrated  that  no  exertion  was  to<>  great  for  him, 
had  his  perfonal  danger  been   the   only  obftacle, 
Cottld  Louis  hare  forefeen  the  events  of  the  revolu- 
tion fo  fisir  as  they  perfonally  affeftcd  him,  it  is  very 
much  to  be  doubted  whether  he  would  have  altered 
his  conduft,  whether  he  would  not  have  facrificed 
his  cro\m  and  his  life  rather  than  have  reforted  to 
meafures  which  had  a  tendency  to  involve  his  coun- 
try in  a  war,  either  civil  or  foreign.     Averfe  to 
force,  policy  could  alone  prevent  the  incroachments 
of  laftion,  and  preferve  the  exiftence  of  royalty. 
The  circumftances  in  which  he  was  placed  were  fo 
!iew,  that  experience,  or  any  judgment  formed  on 
the  experience  of  others,  could  not  avail  him.    Ad- 
vifcTs  were  fo  nntnerotts,  fo  fpecious,  fo  contradiAory, 
and  fo  uflfoccefsfuli  that  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
he  h  cenfured  by  fo  many  xiniters  for  not  adhering 
ttfi^icitJy  to  their  plans.     His  interrogatory,  and  his 
bft  wffl,  remain  imdeniable  teftimonials  of  the  quick- 
tefs  jttid  correftnefs  of  his  judgment,  and  the  lin- 
cerity  ahd  goddnefs  of  his  heart.     His  conduft  oii 
the  mtrfl  ttying  occafions,  particularly  the  various 
iriUfteftidtts  which  difgraced  the  latter  years  of  his 
rdgh, denote  his  magnanimity;  and  his  conduft,  frottt 
the  time  hia  trial  commenced  ti|l  the  moment  which 
tmunated  his  exiftence,  forms  a  pidure  of  excel- 
lence 
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lence  almofl:  furpafllng  humanity,  and  demonftrates' 
the  tranfcendent  benefits  of  that  religious  purity 
which  takes  the  fenfe  of  (hame  from  premecUtated 
ignominy,  which  deprives  cruelty  of  its  venom,  and 
death  of  its  ftihg. 

Such  was  the  man  whom  his  ill  fate  doomed  to 
reign  over  the  French  in  an  age  when  thefe  virtues 
infured  ruin  inftead  of  refpeA !  Such  was  the  man 
whofe  murder  is  (till  annually  celebrated  by  an  in* 
liuman  and  impious  feftival ! 


Grief  of         jjjE  eye  of  contemplation  naturally  turns  towards 
tit  queen,  ^jjg  ^J^JJ2^ppy  ^{Jqw  of  the  murdered  monarch.    On 
the  day  of  their  laft  interview,  when  the  king  quit- 
ted her,  all  co^ifort  fled.     No  confideration  could 
prevent  her  pouring  forth  her  indignation  in  themoft 
violent  expreiSons  againft  his  enemies.     She  difplay- 
ed  the  moft  poignant  ^rief,  and  her  fcrcams  were 
heard  at  intervals  durmg  the  whole  night*.    The 
next  day  brought  her  the  melancholy  confirmation 
of  all  her  apprehenfions,  and  extinguifhed  all  hope 
(if  perchance  hope  faintly  glimmered  in  her  mind) 
Jaii.«4th  df  feeing  her  hufband  once  again.     Her  firft  aft, 
shcappiics  gj-jgj.  j^js  jg^^    difplayed  her  fenfibility,  and  fhew- 

for  mourn*       .  ,  ^^    nT    n  ri  !'•  n 

iiig.  ed  to  what  an  abject  itate  of  degradation  flie  was 

brought.     She  was  obliged  to  petition  the  commif- 

fioners  on  duty  at  the  Temple  for  mourning  for  her- 

felf  and  family.     This  requefl  was  referred  to  the 

convention,  together  with  another,  that  Clery  might 

be  permitted  to  attend  her  fon.     The  convention 

granted  the  firft,  but  adjourned  the  confideration  of 

the  other  demand;  and  it  was  never  renewed ". 

Mode  of        In  the  cohflift  of  parties  which  enfued  from  the 

Ih'J  Tern,    death  of  the  king  to  the  beginning  of  June,  when 

pic.  the  triumph  of  the  Mountain  was  complete,  li^^^^ 


'  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  596. 
«  Debates. 
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attention  was  bellowed  on  the  furvivors  of  the  royal 
family.  They  remained  In  the  Temple  under  the 
infpedMori  of  commiflioners,  badly  attended  and 
wantonly  infulted*  The  inftru£lion  of  the  two  chil- 
dren formed  at  once  an  employment  and  a  folace  to 
their  elder  relatives.  The  young  prince  being  now 
confidered  as  king  of  France,  was  treated  with  fuit* 
able  refpe£t,  and  feated  at  the  head  of  the  table.  A 
magnanimous  nation  would  have  confidered  this  only 
as  a  natural  effufion  of  parental  tendernefs,  or,  at 
worft,  as  an  unimportant  exhibition  of  inherent 
pride ;  but  the  republicans  of  France  could  not  for* 
give,  and  it  formed  part  of  the  accufations  againft 
both  the  queen  and  princefs  Elizabeth ''. 

The  promife  of  the  convention  to  fhew  its  be-  til  July, 
nificence  and  juftice,  by  taking  due  care  of  the  royal  J^^  *J""^ 
family,  had  been  treated  by  Robefpierre,  at  the  mo*-  fromher 
ment  it  was  made,  as  an  infignificant  and  fervik  fon» 
effort  of  royalifm  ^  ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted 
that  when  his  party  acquired  an  unlimited  afcendency, 
they  would  aft  conformably  to  thefe  ferocious  fen- 
timents.     Their  firft  aft  of  inhumanity  was  to  fepa* 
rate  the  young  prince"  from,  his  furviving  parent,  and 
place  him  utider  the  care  of  one  Simon,  a  cobler> 
who  was  invefted  with  the  charge  of  his  education. 
This  was  done  purfuant  to  a  decree  of  the  c:c»a^ 
mittee  of  public  fafety.  The  agony  and  diftrefs  of  tb^ 
unfortunate  mother  may  be  conceived,  but  not  de- 
fcribed.     The  fate  of  her  hufband  was  ftill  frefh  i^ 
her  memory,  and  her  mind  foreboded  the  untimely 
end  which  injuftice  and  cruelty  were  preparing  for 
her  fon  ^. 

Havmg  once  again  direfted  the  atteiition  of  the  «*  Aug. 
people  to  the  miferable  wrecks  of  royalty,  the  lead-  mpvaT" 

from  tbt 
«  See  their  TrialV.  Ttm^l*. 

^  Robefpierre  a  fiSs  Commettani,  VoK  iu  p.  i^. 
,  *  Hittories.— When  Drouet  mentioned  to  the  convention  the  execu- 
^01)  olF  this  inhuman  decree,  Robefpierre  expreffed  furprixe  that  he 
^ould  name  fuch  contemptible  people*    See  Debatei,  July  7. 

Vol.  I.  >-  CIS 
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crs  of  the  convention  were  affiduous  to  gratify  Ac 
inhuman  paflions  they  had  excited,  and  to  purfue 
the  work  of  cruelty  and  blood  to  its  utmoft  extent. 
This  became  the  more  neceflary  in  order  to  amufc 
the  public  mind,  and  divert  their  attention  from  the 
general  affairs  of  the  republic,  which  feemed  pecu- 
fiarly  unprofperous.     When  the  account  of  the  fur- 
render  o£  Valenciennes  arrived,  Barrere  prefented  a 
long  report,  which  he  clofed  with  two  decrees  con- 
fifling  of  thirty  articles.     They  direfted,    "  That 
*'  Marie  Antoinette  fhould  be  referred  to  the  extn- 
"  ordinary  tribunal,  and  inflantly  removed  to  the 
**  prifonof  theConciergerie," — ^andthat  **  Theexpence 
"  of  the  two  children  of  Louis  Capefyjhould  be  reduced  U 
"  what  is  necejfary  to  keep  and  feed  two  individuals.^^  In 
the  night  when  this  decree  was  pafTed,  two  municipal 
officers  repaired  to  the  Temple  to  announce  and  ex- 
ecute it.     The  queen  was  in  bed ;  they  infifled  on 
her  rifing ;  and,^.at  her  requefl,  withdrew  while  fhe 
dreflfed  herfelf.  ,  They  then  fearched  her  pockets, 
and,  deaf  to  her^  intreaties,  took  away  all  their  con- 
tents.    The  principal  objefl:  of  her  fupplication  was 
a  pocket-book,  which  Ihe  vainly  deiired  to  preferve. 
With  much  difficulty,  fhe  obtained  permiflion  to  take 
wi^i  her  a  fmall  parcel,  containing  a  change  of  linen 
*^rid  other  mere  necefTaries.     She  tocdc  st  ferewel  of 
^her  daughter  and  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  who  dif- 
played  the  greatefl  fenfibility  and  affeftion  j  fhe  was 
refufed  the  confolation  of  feeing  her  fon;  but  pre- 
ferved  an  unabated  fortitude.     She  defcended  into 
the  court-yard,  where  a  hackney-coach  was  waiting 
to  remove  her,  with  her  bundle  under  her  arm.  One 
of  the  officers  tendered  his  hand  to  help  her  into  the 
carriage  ;'but  fhe  refufedhis  affiflance. 
srltuation        On  her  arrival  at  the  Conciergerie,  the  barking  of 
dcjgcrie"'^^^  maftiffs  threw  her  into  convulfions,  from  which 
•fhe  did  not  recover  tilltbeiiwrning.  Her  cell,  which 
was  half  under  ground,  was  only  eight  feet  fquare, 
miferaWy  luraiflied  with  a  hard  ftraw  bed,  and  very 

3  thin 
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thin  coverings ;  her  diet,  foup  and  boiled  meat  *.  Soon 
after  her  removal  to  the  Conciergerie,  flie  applied  to 
the  municipality  for  a  few  neceffaries,  which  were         • 
brutally  refufcd;  the  reafon  afligned  was,  that  to 
grant  them  was  againft  lafainteegalite^. 

Her  beauty  was  quite  gone,  and  her  appearance  «th  oa. 
now  indicated  that  grief  and  agitation  had  brought  ^*'  ^'j*] 
her  to  a  premature  old  age.     The  adminiftrators  of  ^^^^^ 
the  police,  to  gratify  a  barbarous  curiofity,   and, 
perhaps  from  motives  of  intereft,  daily  introduced 
into'  her  cell  a  herd  of  fpeftators  to  gaze  on  the 
ruins  of  degraded  royalty  % 

In  this  miferable  abode  the  unfortunate  queen  had 
been  confined  upwards  of  two  months,  when  the  end 
of  her  fuflferings  approached.  Billaud  de  Varennes 
made  a  motion  that  Ihe  (hould  b?  immediately  put 
on  her  trial ;  andFouquier  Tainville,  the  public  ac- 
cufer,  drew  up  the  adl  of  accufation.  This  compo- 
fidon  was  a  mafs  of  abfurd  allegations,  fupported 
by  abufive  epithets,  and  outrageous  calumnies.  It  * 
extended  to  all  the  events  of  her  life,  prior  and  fub- 
fequent  to  the  revolution;  and  by  implication,  to  fome 
afts  previous  to  her  arrival  in  France.  -  It  is  needlefs 
to  (Ufcufs  this  atrocious  and  abfurd  performance, 
which  charged  the  queen  with  the  commiffion  of 
almoft  every  crime,  as.  well  political  as  moral,  and 
imputed  to  her  events  in  which  ihe  could  not  poflibly 
have  had  any  influence. 

Having  been  fummoned  before  the  revolutionary     i^tli. 
tribunal,  this  flagitious  ferrago  was  read  to  her,  and  ^*''  [***«'• 
flie  was  interrogated,  and  crofs-examined  refpefting  "**  '''^' 
the  fa£ts  alledged.    In  her  exaqiinatibn  ihe  difplayed 
the  utmoft  firmnefs  and  dignity ;  ihe  anfwered  the 
queftions  with  force  and  predfion,  and  frequently  re- 
torted the  ^ccufation  on  her  judges,    Counfel^  or 

•  Hiftorles.    Proceedings  and  Reports  in  the  Convention. 

^  Reffdence  in  Prance  edited  bf  Giffjrd,  Vol.  i.  p.  387.  n. 

*  See  to  ioterrogAtory  in  Jordan*^  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  v. 
p.  156. 
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official  defenders,  were  then  afligned,  and  her  trial 
ordered  to  commence  the  next  day. 
isth.^  On  the  enfuing  day,  fhe  was  again  brought  be- 
fore this  bloody  tribunal,  and  witneffes  called  in  fup- 
port  of  the  various  charges*  Many  of  thefe  were 
brought  from  the  prifons,  and  knew  that  their  only- 
chance  of  efcaping  the  charge  of  confederacy  was 
their  making  fuch  depofitions  as  would  fupport  the 
a£t  of  accufation.  Many  were  examined  to  prove  mat- 
ters of  hearfay  and  reputed  public  notoriety ;  fomc 
fwore  to  converfations  with  third  perfons  which  were 
denied  by  the  parties  faid  to  have  held  them,  or  fo 
totally  improbable  as  not  to  merit  the  flighted  at- 
tention. The  official  defenders  did  not  make  a  fingle 
obfervation  in  behalf  of  their  client,  or  offer  any 
objeftion  to  thefe  proceedings. 
Her  mag-  The  queen  condufted  herfelf  with  the  moft  he- 
nanimay.  ^^1^  firmnefs,  and  difplayed  great  prefence  of  mind. 
'  During  the  firft  hours  of  the  trial,  fhe  played  with 
her  fingers  on  the  back  of  a  chair,  as  if  it  had  been 
a  piano-forte.  She  was  frequently  obliged  to  anfwer 
queftions  put  to  her,  arifing  from  the  affertions  of 
the  witneffes,  and  to  make  obfervations  on  their  per- 
verfions  and  abfurdities.  As  (he  made  no  fpeech  of 
any  length,  her  eloquence  hardly  prefents  itfelf  as  a 
topic  of  difcuffion';  but  (he  difplayed  in  hefanfwers 
great  calmnefs  and  fagacity,  and  frequently  gave  in- 
nances  of  that  forcible  ftyle  of  laconic  expreffion 
fuited  to  infulted  majefty.  Of  this  I  (hall  pr^fent 
the  following  examples,  in  the  words  of  the  report 
of  her  examination  and  trial. 

*'  Obfervation.     That  it  was  fhe  who  taught  Louis 

*^  Capet  that  art  of  profound  diffimulation  by  which 

*'  he  had  too  long  deceived  the  kind  French  na- 

*  **  tion,  who  did  not  fuppofe  that  perfidy  and  vil- 

^*  lainy  could  be  carried  to  fuch  a  degree." 

^^  Anfwer.  Tes  ; — The  people  have*  been  decerned^ 
<'  ^^cruelly  deceived!  but  neither  by  me  or  my 
*^  hufband.^ 
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}^'  ^  By  whom  then  has  the  people  beendeceived  ? 

*^  A.  By  ihofe  who  felt  it  their  inter ejl ;  but  U 
**  fietjer  was  ours  ^J* 

Again. 

*'  Prejident.  Was  it  not  at  le  Petit  Trianon  tha( 
"  you  were  firft  acquainted  with  the  woman  La* 
"  motte? 

**  A.  I  never  faw  her. 

*^  ^  Was  Ihe  not  your  viQim  in  the  famous 
**  afFair  of  the  necklace  ? 

*^  A*  She  could  not  be  fo,  becaufe  I  did  not 
**  know  her. 

"  ^  You  perfift  then  to  deny  that  you  knew  her  ? 

**  A*  My  plan  is  not  to  deny  ;  I  have  told,  the  truths 
^  and  willp^rjijl  in  telling  it  c"  . 

Further. 

*'  Prejident.  Do  you  perfift  in  faying  that  Bailly 
"  and  la  Fayette  were  not  concerned  in  your  flight 
"  on  the  night  betweeutthe  twentieth  and  twenty- 
^'  firft  of  June  1791  ? 

"  A.  res, 

"  P,  I  fhall  obferve  to  ypu,  that  in  thofe  fa£bs  you 
"  ^re  cpntradided  by  the  declaration  of  your  foil. 

*'  Af  It  is  eafy  to  make  a  child  only  eight  years 
^*  old  fay  what  one  pleafes. 

"  P.  But  onje  declaration  alone  was  not  judged 
^*  fufficient-^he  was  made  to  repeat  it  at  diflferent* 
**  times!?— he  has  al\vays  fi^d  the  ^me  thing, 

«  A.   Then  I  deny  the  faaK^^ 

But  thefe  inftancesfall  far  ftort  of  one,  which  though 
well  known  and  generally  repeated,  is  fo  indicative 
of  the  infamy  of  the  court,  and  of  the  heroifm, 
judgment,  and  fenfibility  of  the  unhappy  prifoner, 
that  I  cannot  omit  it.  In  the  aft  of  accufation  was 
a  charge  in  thefe  words:  ^'  That  the  widow  Capet, 
^*  in  every  refpcft  imnioral,  and  a  new  Agri^pina^  is 

'  Jordan^s  Political  State  of  Europe,  iroU  ¥.  p.  X5|« 
«  Ibid.  p.  184.  ^  Ibid.  p.  189. 

fc3  !•(<> 
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«*  fo  diffolute,  and  fo  familiar  with  all  crimes,  that 
**  forgetting  her  quality  of  mother,  and  the  limits 
^  prefcribed  by  the  law  of  nature,  (he  has  not  he* 
**  fitated  to  proftitute  herfelf  with  Louis  Charles  Ca- 
«*  pet  her  fon  j  and  according  to  the  confefBon  of 
*'  the  latter,  (he  has  committed  indecencies  with 
*<  him,  the  very  idea  and.name  of  which  ftrike  the 
'"  foul  with  horror*.** 

This  abominable  accufation  was  not  touched  on 
in  her  interrogatory ;  but  on  her  trial,  Hebert  de? 
pofed  to  a  converfation  between  himfelf  and  Simon, 
xn  which  Simon  had  related  fome  confefSon  or  nar* 
rative  of  the  dauphin,  confirming  the  h&,  above 
recited.  The  prefident  of  the  tribunal,  from  a  mo* 
live  of  modefty  or  humanity  feldom  difplayed  in  that 
court,  but  which  the  enormous  wickednefs  of  this 
charge  excited,  forbore  any  examination  of  the  prir 
foner ;  but  one  of  the  jury  requefted  him  to  demand 
{bme  declaration  on  the  fubjedl. 

The  queen  returned  the  following  energetic  reply; 
"  I  remained  filent,  becaufe  nature  holds  all  fucli 
**  crimes  in  abhorrence  !** — Then  turning  with  an'  ani- 
mated air  to  the  people, — "  J  appeal  to  all  mothers 
**  who  are  prefent  in  this  auditory,— is  fuch  a  thing 
.^*  pollible  ?'*  This  pathetic  appeal  was  accompanied 
.with  a  tear,  the  only  fymptom  of  weaknefe  during 

the  yrholc  trifil  \ 

'      •       '■-'  '  The 

f  Jordan^s  Political  State  of  IKurope^yol.  ▼.  p.  159. 
^  Ibi4.  P'  16^.    Mifs  Williams  in  her  Letters,  in  V794»  T<>'*  '* 
p.  153.  gives  the  following  anecdote  refpefling  tlie  e0e^  of  thii-abfurd 
dnd   horrible  charge  on  Robefpierre :  **  A  curions  account  of  the 

,  «*  evidence  in  fupport  of  thefe  charges,  and  the  eifeft  which  her  be- 
<f  haviour  produced  upon  Ko()erpier^»  is  recorded  by  Vi late,  a  young 
**  man  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal.  The  fcene  pafTed  during  |bc 
**  tinal,  at  a  tavern  near  the  Tuilleries,  where  be  was  invited  to  dine 
*«  with  RohejTpierre*  Bar' ere,  apd  St.  Jutf.  f  $eated  around  the  ts- 
**  ble,*  he  fays,  *  in  a  cJofe  and  retired  roo^,  they  afked  me  to  gi^^ 
^*  them  fome  leading  features  of  the  evidence  on  the  trial  of  theAuftnan. 
«  I  did  not  forget  tha^  expodulation  of  infulted  nature,  when  Hebert 
<«  accuGn^  Antoinette  of  having  committed  the  moft  ftiocking  crim^j 
««.  (be  turned  with  dignity  towards  the  audience,  and  faid,  "  I  apP**' 

*  4f  to  the  cot^fcic^ce  and  feelings  ff  every  mother  prefent  to  declare* 
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The  eridence  being  finifhed,  and  feveral  new 
queftions  anfwered,  the  prefident  aflced,  "  Have  you 
"  any  thing  to  add  to  your  defence  ?"  The  queen 
replied :  **  Yefterday  I  did  not  know  the  witneffes ; 
"  I  knew  not  what  they  were  to  depofe  againft  me  ; 
**  and  nobody  has  produced  any  pofitive  faft.  I 
"  finifti  by  obferving,  that  I  was  only  the  wife  of 
"  Louis  XVI.  and  that  it  was  requifite  in  me  to 
"  conform  to  his  will/*  The  interrogatories  being 
clofed,  Fouquier  Tainville  moved  for  judgment ;  the 
queen  was  taken  out  of  the  hall ;  and  Herman,  the 
prefident,  fummed  up  the  evidence,  or  rather  made 
a  fpeech  from  his  own  invention,  replete  with  the 
calumnies  advanced  in  the  aft  of  accufation,  of  which 
no  legitimate  or  relevant  proof  had  been  adduced  K 

The  jury  retired  for  about  an  hour,  and  then  re^  Found 
turned,  affirming  all  the  charges.  ^"*'^^' 

The  queen  was  then  brought  in,  and  heard  the  Scntenct 
verdift  read.    Fouquier  moved  for  fentence  of  death  pa^j"*^ 
on  two  articles  of  ^  penal  code,  framed,  not  only 
fmce  the  pretended  fa£ts  were  alleged  to  have  taken 
place,  but  fince  the  queen  had  been  imprifoned.  She 
was  afked^  if  Ihe  bad  any  objeftion  to  make  to  the 

"  ifthere  be  oAe  among  them  who  does  not  fhudder  at  the  idea  of 
•♦  fuch  borrors.'^^Kob^efpierre,  fttuck  with  this  anfwer,  as  by  an 
"  eledrical  ftrolce,  broke  his  plate  with  his  fork.  «  That  block- 
"  head  Hebert !"  cried  he,  ««  as  if  it  were  not  enough  that  Ihe  was 
**  really  a  MefTalinay  but  he  muft  make  her  an  Agrippina  alfo,  and 
"  furniih  her  with  the  triumph  of  exciting  the  fympathy  oi  the  public 
"  in  her  laft  moments.'* 

^  The  author  of  the  Impartial  Hiftory  afferts,  that  fome  of  the  charges 
were  fubftantiated,  particularly  thofe  of  her  favouring  anti.patnotie 
fentiments  iii  the  French  guards  onahe  ift  Oft.  1789,  and  her  aftivity 
»n  aflitting  the  flight  of  the  royal  family  to  Varennes.  Without  dtf« 
ending  the  malignity  of  this  infinuation,  or  the  propriety  of  advancing 
fuch  charges  after  the  acceptance  of  the  conftttution,  which  this  pre- 
luded impartialift  does  not  condefcend  to  notice  j  without  adverting 
to  thefituation  of  the  prifoner,  who  had  no  means  of  producing  evi- 
<lence  in  contraiiiftion ;  I  aflfert^  that  neither  of  thefe  fafts  was  ade- 
quately proved.  Lecointre  of  Verfailles  vaguely  depofed  fome  faftf 
'elating  to  a  treat  eiven  in  the  hall  of  the  opera ;  but  tlie  inference  from 
|heni  Was  poiitiyely  denied,  and-no  attempt  made  to  fahiiamtate  it  by 
»>«tt«r  evidence.  With  refpeft  to  the  journey  to  Vareniies,  no4iftin^ 
sift  of  the  queen  was  proved,  but  merely  a  coincidence  with  her  hofW 

^>P(i't  Tifws,  an4  r«ibmiffidn  to  his  ditv^ions,  /^ 

1.4  fcnteftc^} 
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fentcncc  }  but,  confdous  of  having  defended  hcrfelf 
rather  with  a  view  to  manifeft  innocence,  than  to 
avoid  condemnation,  .fhe  bowed  in  token  of  fub- 
miilion.  Her  official  defenders  declined  making  any 
oppofition ;  and  the  prefident  having  gathered  the 
fuffrages  of  his  colleagues,  pronounced  fentcnce  of 
death,  and  immediate  execution. 

•fid  *exe-        ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  P^  ^^^^  o'clock,  when  the  queen  was 
cuted.        remanded  to  prifon,  and  put  into  the  cell  allotted  to 
condemned  criminals.     At  five  the  generale  was  beat. 
At  feven  xhe  whole  armed  force  was  drawn  out,  and 
cannon  placed  on  the  bridges  and  in  the  fquares. 
At  half  paft  eleven  the  queen  was  placed  in  a  tum- 
bril, or  dung-cart,  with  her  back  to  the  horfe,  a 
mode  of  conveyance  which,  in  the  old  lyftem,  was 
reckoned  peculiarly  infamous.     She  was  drefled  m  a 
white  waiftcoat  with  fleeves,  and  a  white  cap,  both 
difcoloured  with  fmoke,  and  difgracefully  fhabby ; 
her  neck  and  Ihoulders  bare,  and  her  hands  tied  be- 
hind her.     By  her  fide  was  feated  the  curate  of  St. 
Landrey   (a  conftitutional  prieft,    with  whom  flic 
could  not  communicate)    and  the  executioner.   She 
maintained  her  wonted  firmnefs  and  courage,  and 
fmiled  conteinptuouily  at  the  exclamations  of  the 
mob.     When  fee  afcended  the  fcaffold,  fhe  looked 
towards  the  garden  of  the  Tuillerles  with  fome  ap- 
pearance of  agitation.     The  executioner  performed 
his  office.  Her  head  was  difplayed  to  the  multitude ; 
her  corpfe  was  interred  like  that  of  her  hufband,  in 
the  church-yard  of /a  Madelaine^  and  the  grave  filled 
pp  with  quick-lime ", 

Marie 

^  See  Frocks  des  Bourbons,  voI..iii^    The  trial  of  the  queen  In 

Jordan's  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  V.  and  one  lefs  perfe^«  pu^* 

,  lifhed  by  the  conductor  of  the  Times.     Mifs  Williams,  in  her  Lettirs 

in  17941  vol.i.  p.  155.  ^flfertfy  that  in  returning  to  the  Conciergerie, 

the  queen's  firmnefs  forfook  her  j— that  (he  bur  ft  into  tears,  hut  re- 

.   iColU^ed  herfelff  and  promifed  to  behave  with  more  firmnefs  in  her 

*  fway  to  the  fcafPold.     She  further  aflerts,  that  her  countenance  in 

j)ip  way  to  the  place  gf  eyecution  evinced  marks,  of  agitation  alm^ft 
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Marie  Antoinette  was  facrificed,  to  the  inhofpitablc  ^J^^flw 
rage  of  the  French  nation,  in  the  thirtyrcighth  year  qucco! 
of  her  age.     Of  her  early  charms,,  and  their  pre- 
mature decline,  I  have  already  fpoken.     The  fyftem 
of  calumny  purlued  againft  her  was  fo  general  and 
fo  extenfive,  that  to  undertake  her  total  exculpatic^ 
feems  almoft  Quixotifm.     The  principal  charges  ad- 
vanced by  her    enemies  ate,    dilapidation  of  the 
finances  by  her  private  expences,  and  by  large  remit- 
tances to  her  brother  the  emperor ;  aind  matrimonial 
infidelity.     On  the  fubjeft  of  her  private  expences 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  preceding  pages  of  this 
cffay.     With  refjpeft  to  the  fums  tranfmitted  to  the 
emperor  many  affertions  have  been  n^tde,  without 
the  adduftion  of  a  fmgle  proof  written  or  oral.  Had    . 
the  faft  been  lo,  neither  kind  of  proof  could  have 
been  wanting ;  the  abfence  of  proof  fupplies   the 
greatcft  probability,  or  rather  certainty,  that  the  ac- 
cufation  was  unfounded.     Her  explanation  on  thk 
fubjeft  in  the  courfe  of  her  interrogatory,  is  clear, 
f  recife,  and  fatisfaftory.    It  was  as  follows : 
.    **  Ob/ervation.— Hot  content  with  dilapidating,  in 
^*  a  fliocking  manner,  the  finances  of  France,  the 
**  fruits  of  the  fweat  of  the  people,  for  the  lake  of 
^*  her  pleafures  and  intrigues,  in  concert  with  infa- 
^*  mous  minifters,    flie  had   fent   to   the  emperor 
**  thoufands  of  millions  to  ferve  againft  the  nation 
^*  which  foftered  her. 

'*  -/^w/^c/dT.— Never : — I  know  this  mean  artifice 
♦*  has  often  been  employed  to  my  prejudice;  I 
**  loved  my  hulband  top  ipuch  to  dilapidate  the 

preternatura].  Pages  confirms  the  $rft  part  of  this  account  ((ee 
TuL  ii.  p.  156.)  ;  b\it  none  of  the  journalilh  or  eye-witneffes,  though 
fufficientiy  ready  to  have  derogated  from  i]\e  character  of  the  queen, 
have  ta^en  any  notice  of  theie  extraordinary  fa6ts.  I  therefore  am 
much  inclined  to  think  them  more  recent  fabrications.  To  Mifs 
Wiiliams*8  teftimony  I  give  iitile  credit;  ihe  could  not  be  an  eyc«- 
inritnefsj  and  is  Co  little  folicitous  about  truth  in  hcrcompilations,  that* 
befides  frequently  retailing  the  moft  abfurd  calumnies  againft  the  royal 
family,  ihe  has  preferved  a  ridiculous  and  improbable  fiflion  of  the  king 
}iaving  to  the  lalt  moment  of  his  life  entertained  hopet  of  arefque  I 

.  4«  treafurq 
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<<  treafure  of  his  country.  My  brother  did  not  ^Brtnt 
*'  money  from  France,  and  from  the  fjaime  principle 
^^  which  attached  me  to  France,  I  would  not  have . 
"  given  him  any  K*' 

This  unfounded  accufation  is  ftill  further  refuted 
by  the  contradidion  of  thofe  from  whom  it  origin- 
ated,  who,  while  they  charged  the  queen  with  di- 
lapidations amounting  to  thoufands  of  millions^  impli- 
cated her  in  a  difgraceful  trick,  which,  if  fuccefsful, 
would  have  produced  only  one  million  of  livres 
^43,750  /.)  to  be  fhared  between  her  and  fix  or  fevea 
ftiarpers* 

The  other  point  of  accufation,  matrimonial  infi- 
delity, is  fupported  by  aflertions  fo  numerous,  that 
mdividuals  are  fearful  of  expreiling  doubts  on  a  fub- 
jed  which  feems  fo  ftrongly  advanced.  The  nature 
of  the  charge  reiifts  the  demand  of  evidence  from 

.  thofe  who  detail  it ;  yet  it  might  be  fuppofed  from 
the  number  of  infiances  adduced,  (for  there  was 

•  hardly  jt  courtier  of  figure  or  a  traveller  of  confe- 
quence  that  was  not  ranked  among  her  favorites,) 
that  fome  proof  would  in  the  courfe  of  the  revolu* 
tion  have  come  to  light.  But  even  on  her  trial, 
though  the  faft  was  alledged  in  the  mod  indecent 
terms,^  the  proof  was  not  attempted.  The  circum- 
ftantial  evidence  is  decidedly  on  the  other  fide ;  for 
if  we  lay  no  flrefs  on  the  fidelicy  and  courage  with 
which  the  queen,  in  the  moft  trying  fituations,  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  wife  and  mother,  ftill  it  appears 
impoiiible  that  fhe  fhould  have  been  beloved  as  fhe 
was  by  her  hufband,  had  a  fingle  fad  advanced 
againft  her  been  true,  or  the  fufpicion  in  any  wife 
founded.  That  fhe  could  have  condufted  her  in-» 
trigues  in  private  is  impoiiible ;  becaufe  from  the 
moment  of  her  arrival  in  France  to  that  of  her  death, 
.  fhe  was  furroundcd  with  fpies  and  enemies.  If  the 
flighteft  of  thefe  accufations  had  been  true,  it  is  not 

'  QuMB^ft  Trial  bj  |)ic  iCondu5lor  of  tb^  Tin9cs>  p.  i* 

pofliblc 
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poffible  that  (he  ftiduld  have  retsuned  to  his  laft  hoiit 
the  warmeft  affeftions  of  a  king,  who  united  with 
the  moft  inflexible  virtue,  the  higheft  fenfe  of 
honour,  and  the  greateft  horror  of  impropriety*". 
Could  the  queen  in  fttch  a  cafe  have  poffefled  the 
efteem  and  afFe6tion  of  the  unfullied  and  uncalmx^- 
niated  princefs  Elizab^h,  fo  firmly,  thgt  on  the  ce- 
lebrated twentieth  of  June,  fhe  offered  to  lofe  her 
own  life  for  her  proteftion  ?  The  queen's  own  de- 
claration at  the  time  when  {he  was  pleading  for  her 
fame,  without  hope  of  her  life,  is  remarkable,  and 
convincing  from  its  genuine  appearance  of  candor 
and  virtuous  defiance.  Speaking  of  Trianon,  the 
fuppofed  feat  of  her  voluptuous  revels,  fhe  faid : 
"  I  wifli  more^than  any  one,  fhat  every  tbin^  v^Hich 
^*  ti)Qk  flace  there  may  be  made  public  "/* 


After  the  removal  of  the  queen  to  the  prifon  of  The  prm-. 
the  Conciergerie,  the  children  of  Louis  were  left  cefs  Eiiia-t 
under  the  care  of  their  aunt,  madaihe  Elizabeth,  tre^mcnt 
who  endeavoured  by  afts  of  kkidnefs  and  attention  of  thedau- 
to  alleviate  the  mifery  of  their  condition.    She  was  P^**** 
careful  in  imparting  to  the  young  pmce  fentiments 
of  religion,  humanity,  and  forgivenefs.  She  always 
treated  him  with  fo  much  .refpeft,  that  the  com- 
miflioners  on  duty  at  length  thought  it  neceflary  to 
reprehend,  and  finally  to  remove  the  children  to 
feparate  apartments  ^. 

The  princefs  was  now  compelled  to  perform  the  Seventies 
moft  menial  offices  herfelf.     She  dreffed  the  fcanty  ^1^^ 
meal  allowed  l^er,  and  fwept  the  floor  of  her  prifon 

^  The  render  is  requeftcd  to  recone6t  the  king's  conduct  towards  du 
B»rry,  and  judge  t^y  that  if  he  woald  hare  connived  at  impurity- in 
his  own  wife. 

"  Jordan*8  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  v.  p.  184..*  Some  W«t8 
for  this  exculpation  of  the  queeA  are  taken  from  Flayfair,  See  Uif- 
toryof  Jacobinifm,  p.  58}.  j 

*  ^{ifs  WiUiaqiVs  J^ettcts  ill  S794-9  vol.  ii.  p>  SI* 

with 
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with  her  own  hands  !     The  people  feemed  to  have 
forgotten  that  (he  exifted,  and  to  have  configned  her, 
without  confideration,  to  the  brutality  of  her  jailors. 
The  prin-       ^^^  ^^  Called  as  a  witnefs  on  the  trial  of  Bailly, 
cefs  called  to   prove  fome  fadls  relative  to  the  tranfaftion  of 
as  a  wit-  ^hg  Champ  de  Mars^  but  declined  giving  any  tefti- 
mony.     Her  anfwer  to  the  queftion  put  to  her  hj 
the  prefident  of  the  tribunal  was,  **  You  know  that 
*'  the  blood  of  your  fovereign  pardons,  but  does 
"  not  accufe  ^  ?'* 
6kh  May      ^  ^^^  enfuing  fpring,  Robefpierre  meditated  the 
1794.        deftruftion  of  the  Cordeliers;  and  with  his  ufual 
Deputation  policy,  refolvcd  to  occupy  the  public  with  fome  other 
Kr  death^  event  to  hinder  the  friends  of  his  vidtims  from  ex- 
citing commotions  to  revenge  their  fate.     With  this 
view,  two  days  after  he  had  denounced  the  confpi- 
racy  of  the  Cordeliers,  and  obtained  the  arreft  of 
their  principal  members,  a  deputation  from  the  fec- 
tion  of  the  Pantheon,  tutored  for  the  purpofe,  at- 
tended at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  and  required 
that  "  the  impure  remains  of  the  family  who  but- 
**  chered  the  people  on  the  i  oth  of  Auguft,  fhould 
*'  fall  under  the  avenging  and  protefting  fword  of 
"  the  law^" 
Her  aa  of      The  life  of  this  truly  amiable  princefs  had  been 
accufation.  f^  virtuous^  fo  beneficent,  fo  exempt  from  blame, 
that  it  was  a  matter  of  fome  difficulty  to  frame  her 
aft  of  accufation.    It  contains  many  general  allega- 
tions, couched  in  the  mofl  indecorous  and  infulting 
language ;  but  nothing  which  applied  particularly  to 
the  conduft  of  the  princefs,  except  a  charge  that  fhe 
had  drefled  the  wounds  of  iomtf Meres ^  whom  the 
Marfeillors  had  wantonly  attacked  on  their  arrival  in 
Paris  J  that  fhe  had  fent  her  diamonds  to  the  count 
d'Artois,  and  that  fince  the  death  of  the  king   (he 
'  had  treated  the  young  prince  with  diflinftions  due  to 
royalty  \ 

p  Derniers  Regicides.  4  Debates. 

r  See  the  Ad  of  Accufation.  Proces  dee  Bourbons,  vol.  iii*  p.  171. 

It 
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It  IS  afferted  by  many  writers,  and  confidently  lo*  May. 
believed,  that  one  fingle  anTwer  decided  the  fete  of  ^^^^^* 
the  princefs.  That,  having  replied  to  the  queftiou 
of  the  prefident  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  "  I  am 
^'  aunt  to  the  king,'*  fhe  was  immediately  declared 
guilty  ••  Her  interrogatory  confided  .  of  feveral 
queftions.  Her  anfwers  were  frank  and  obvioufly 
true;  but  the  prefident,  after  malignant  and  vain 
endeavours  to  pervert  her  meaning  and  refute  her 
affertions,  at  length  petulantly  obferved,  that  her  plan 
of  defence  was  to  deny  every  thing.  As  a  laft  effort, 
he  interrogated  her,  "  Whether  Ihe  had  not  com- 
**  forted  her  nephew  with  the  hopes  of  fucceeding 
*'  to  his  father's  throne  ? "  She  anfwered,  "  I  have 
**  converfed  familiarly  with  that  unfortunate  child,  * 
**  who  has  more  than  one  claim  to  my  affeftion ; 
*'  and  I  gave  him  all  thofe  confolations  which  ap- 
**  peared  to  me  likely  to  reconcile  him  to  the  lofs 
*'  of  thofe  who  had  given  him  birth.**  This  anfwer 
was  conftrued  as  an  acknowledgment  of  a  plot  **  to 
**  build  up  the  wrecks  of  a  fubverted  throne,  by 
*'  deluging  it  with  the  blood  of  the  patriots."  On 
this  obfervation,  without  hearing  a  fingle  witnefs, 
the  princefs  was  condemned  ^ 

Four  and  twenty  perfons  were  tried  at  the  fame  andexecu^ 
time,  and  condemned  for  the  fame  confpiracy.  They  ^**®°- 
^yere  all,  except  one  woman,  who  declared  herfelf 
pregnant,  guillotined  the  fame  day.  The  princefs 
was  executed  laft.  Her  conduQ:  on  her  trial,  and 
till  the  moment  of  her  deat^,  was  calculated  to  prove 
before  a  tribunal  of  atheifts  the  firnmefs  and  com- 
pofure  which  religion  can  communicate  to  a  n^nd 
naturally  timid.    She  fell  at  the  age  of  thirty ". 

'  *  SeeM9ore*8  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  503.  Playfair's  Hifloiy  of  Jaco* 
binifm^  p.  657. 

«  See  her '  Interrogatory  Proces  <Jcs  Bourbons,  vol,  iii.  p.  J7j. 
Mifs  V/illian}8*8  Letters  in  1794.,  vol.  ti.  p.  52.  . 

«  Pcoces,  &c.  vol.  iii.  p.  4S5,   Les  Oeraiers  Regicidei. 
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Beantf  of  ^HE  bcauty  and  juvenHe  graces  of  the  dauphin 
tbe  dau-  are  menticmed  in  the  highefi;  terms  by  perfons  who 
had  the  beft  means  of  jud^n^  on  the  fubjed^ 
Hitde  qualities,  however,  were  fo  far  from  producing 
their  nfual  effed  in  his  favor,  that  it  is  not  impro- 
bable  they  added  the  incitements  of  fear  to  malig. 
nant  cruelty,  and  contributed  to  embitter  his  lot  and 
ihorten  his  days. 

The  young  prince  was  early  marked  out  as  a 
vidim  by  the  republicans.  His  education  had  been 
the  topic  of  many  c(mtefts  ^.  When  the  trial  of  tbe 
king  was  in  agitation,  the  child^  whofe  tender  years 
precluded  the  pofiibility,  of  iharing  in  his  pretended 
crimes,  was  neverthelefs  doomed  to  participate  in 
his  punifhment.  Mailhe  &id  in  his  report,  ^^  Louis 
"  Charles  ought  to  be  guarded  with  the  utmoft 
^*  ftriftnefs,  till  the  day  when  tyrants  hurled  from 
*^  their  thrones  might  carry  their  infignificancc 
•*  where  they  thought  proper,  and  excite  no  more 
**  intereft  than  Dionyfius  cUd  at  Corinth  '•"  Such 
was  the  language  fpoken  in  a  legiflature  which  braved 
the  united  arms  of  all  Europe,  and  yet  affeded  to 
apprehend  ill  confequences  from  the  liberation  of 
a  helplefs  infant. 

But  even  admitting  that  a  folicitude  for  the  public 
fafety  might  make  the  republican  rulers  too  cautious 
in  preventing  every  interruption  of  the  national  peace, 
what  fentiment -could  prompt  the  fubfequent  cruelties 
which  brought  this  unfortunate  child  to  an  untimely 
erave,  and  difplay  unparalleled  meannels  and  ma- 
hgnity  in  thofe  who  invented  and  thofe  who  ianc« 
tioned  them  ? 

When  the  prince  was  parted  froiyi  all  his  female 

**rifon.*"*  relations,  he  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Simon 

rolntV      ^  cobler,  who  was  appointed  his  tutor.     This  wretch 

rigidly   enforced   the  parfimonious  decree  of  the 


OI»rerTa< 
lion.  ' 
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3E  Hertrand^s  MemoirSy   vol.  ii.  p.  40. 
Paris,  vol.i.  p.  lot. 
J  Kertrand's  Memoirs,  rol.  ti.  p.  148. 
*  See  Mailhc^s  Report*  7tb  Not.  fj^t* 
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fegiflature,  which  reduced  the  food  of  his  charge  to 
a  bare  fufficiency  for  the  fuftenance  of  nature,  and 
endeavoured  to  poifon  his  mind  with  the  principles 
and  language  of  tht  fans-culottes j  and  to  impair  his 
faculties  by  the  habit  of  early  intoxication.  The 
affefted  fears  of  confpiracy  and  efcape  were  employed 
as  the  means  of  increafing  the  torments  of  the  un- 
happy orphan.  His  guards  were  accuftomed  to 
knock  many  -times  in  the  night  at  the  door  of  his 
apartment,  and  exclaim  with  a  terrific  voice, 
"  Capet!  are  you  there?'*  The  child,  waking  in 
terror,  anfwered, "  Yes,  here  I  am."—''  Come  hither 
*'  then,  and  let  me  fee  you,**  exclaimed  the  guard. 
Upon  which  the  innocent  objeft  of  this  wanton 
perfecution  was  obliged  to  rile  and  fhew  himfelf 
naked  at  the  wicket.  The  guard  then  gave  him 
leave  to  retire  to  bed,  and  he  lay  trembling  and 
dozing  till  the  fame  fcene  was  repeated.  The  offices 
of  cleanlinefs  were  totally  neglefted.  He  could  not, 
like  his  female  relations,  fupply  the  deficiency  of 
attendants  by  his  own  exertions.  His  chamber  was 
difgufling  through  accumulated  filth ;  his  flefh  was 
never  properly  wafhed,  and  his  hair  was  matted  for 
want  of  being  combed.  His  health  appeared  ob- 
vioufly  to  decline  ;  and  from  long  fufFering,  and  the 
abfenceof  hope,  his  mind  would  probably  have  been 
no  lefs  impaired  than  his  body. 

After  the  fall  of  Robefpierm  it  might  have  been  continue^ 
expefted  that  the  rigor  of  the  child's  fate  would  f/ff^f^R^ 
have  been  foftened ;  but  the  reign  of  terror  and  the  bcfpidprey 
reign  of  virtue  were  to  him  alike.     Four  months  ^^^r 
after  the  deftruftion  of  the  tyrant,  a  deputation  from  '^^*' 
the  committee  of  general  fafety  attended  at  the  bar 
of  the  convention,  to  repel  with  indignation  an 
affertion  advanced  in  the  Courier  Univerfel^  importing 
that  ^*  the  committee  of  general  fafety,    perfuaded 
*^  that  no  one  ought,  merely  becaufe  he  was  the  fon 
*'  of  a  king,  to  be  degraded  below  humanity,  had 
*'  appointed  three  commiffioners,  men  of  probity 
"  and  knowledge  in  the  place  of  Simon  j  two  of 

"  th«m 
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^  them  charged  with  the  education  of  the  orphadi 
^  2Uid  the  third  to  take  care  that  he  did  not,  as 
**  formerly,  want  neceflaries/*  This  imputation 
roufed  the  anger  of  the  committee,  which  was  de- 
clared by  its  orator,  Mathieu,  **  to  have  been  a 
^  ftranger  to  every  idea  of  meliorating  the  captivity 
•'of  the  children  of  Capet,  or  of  appointing  them 
•*  inftruftors.  The  committees,  and  the  conven- 
"  tion,**  he  added,  "  know  how  to  ftrike  oflF  the 
•'  heads  of  kings,  but  they  know  not  how  to  edu- 
**  cate  their  children.'*  In  the  courfe  of  the  fame 
month,  Lequinio  declared  that  France  would  never 
be  at  peace  while  the  ofiFspring  of  the  tyrant  remained 
^mong  them,  and  moved  that  the  committee  of 
government  fhould  devife  the  means  of  fending  the 
fon  of  Louis  out  of  the  territories  of  the  republic. 
This  was  decreed ;  but  no  fteps  were  taken  to  put  the 
decree  in  execution. 
^  June  Death  at  length  delivered  the  legiflators  from  their 
U^^\  h  cmbarraffment,  and  their  viftim  from  his  woes.  As 
Sofprcton  fomc  fufpicions  were  entertained  that  his  fate  had 
cfpoiion.  been  accelerated  by  poifon,  three  furgeons  were 
commiffioned  to  open  him^  They  made  a  vague 
report,  tending  to  prove  that  he  died  of  a  fcrophulous 
complaint  j  but  there  are  many  reafons  to  believe 
that  he  was  poifoned.  The  expediency  of  deftroying 
the  direft  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  motive,  and  the 
untimely  death  of  4he  three  furgeons,  Duffault, 
Doublet,  and  Choppart,  is  a  ftrong  corroborating 
circumftance.  The  fafl:  is  affirmed  by  republican 
as  well  as  royalift  writers  ^,  and  becomes  unqueftion- 
ably  credible,  if  we  believe  the  aflertion  of  Char- 
rette^  the  Chouan  chief,  that,  in  order  to  induce  him 
to  lay  down  his  arms,  the  government  engaged,  by  a 
fecret  article,  to  reftore  the  ancient  monarchy,  in 
the  perfon  of  Louis  XVIL* 

»  Sec  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  4pr. 

«  For  the  preceding  fads,  befides  the  Debates,  I  have  confulted 
Neckeron  the  Revolution,  vol.  ii.  p.  S4.  the  new  Annual  Kegifter  for 
17^5,  p.  zii.  247  i  Les  Derniers  K«gici(ie$,  &c. 
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JEAN  8ILVAIN  BAILLY. 


THE  name  of  Bailly  flood  in  the  foremoft 
ranks  of  celebrity  in  the  early  days  of  the 
revoltttioh  j  it  fell  aftejrwards  into  oblivion,  and  was 
only  brought  again  to  light  fdr  the  purpofe  of  ex- 
citing the  popular  vengeance  againft  the  liian  who 
|iad  mared  moft  largely  the  idolatry  of  the  people. 
He,  like  many  others,  abandoned  the  fafe  and  quiet 
ihore  of  loyalty  and  obedience,  to  adventure  on  the 
bcitterous  fea  of  popular  commotion,  became  con- 
vinced of  Jus  folly  too  late,  and  was  ftiipwrecked  in 
his  iattempt  to  regain  the  haven. 

Bailly  was  born  at  Paris;  his  father  was  a  wine     '  7*5* 
merdiant  j|n  the  Fauxbourg  St.  Antoine.  '  He  had  education, 
an  uncle  who  was  keeper  of  the  pidlures  in  the  royal  «ndpur. 
caWnet,  and  iome  other  relations  who  held  places  ^"'*** 
under  government.    ,lle  was  at  firft  intended  for  the 
c&urch,  biit  on  the  death  of  an  uncle,  who  left  him 
a  competency,  he  renounced  his  firit  intention  arid 
ftudied  for  tne  .bar.    This  profeffion,  however,  was 
no  more  congenial  to  his  tafte  than  the  church, 
and  he  ^evoted  himfelf  principally  to  the  ftudy  of 
natural  jibjlolophy.     ,He  publifhed  feveral  works  Penfion* 
whigh  procured  mm  a  feat  in  the  three  academies, 
and  recommended  him  to  the  notice  of  the  court, 
irom  whom  .he  received  a  penfion  of  ten  thoufarid 
liyres  (4^^/.  lo/*^  a-year,  and  apartments  in  the 
Louvre  ^ 

^  Anecdotes  du  Reghe  de  Louis  XVI.  voU  ▼!•  p*  tV  ;  Playfatr*t 
Riftory  Cff  Jicobfinifaiy  s6o.  606.  Mont]oy« fays, mt his emoIamQats 
amounted  to  twenty-five  thoufand  livres  (1093 /•  151.)  a-year.  Eloge, 
fee,  p.  116.  n. 

VOL.  I.  M  Bailly 


t(>4  B  A  ILLY. 

90th  June,  proclaimed*    When  Baflly  prefeoted  hioifelf  at  die 
fhetennis-  ^^>^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^'^^  refufed  adnuHaiice,  aad  m« 
•ourt.       fortMd  that  no  perlbn  would  be  permitted  to  enter 
the  hall  of  the  Jiafes  general  ^  he  replied,  that  ^'  he 
<<  would  give  an  account  of  the  proceeding  to  the 
<^  natitmai  affmbly.*^     The  deputies   were  already 
aflembled  in  various  groupes   about  the  gate,  a 
report  was  circulated  that  a  diifelution  <^  the  aflera- 
bly  was  intended,  which  produced  much  clamour, 
and  many  pointed  animadverficHis ;  at  length  tke 
prudent,  accompanied  with  the  fecretmes,  returned 
to  the  hall,  and  demanded  sdl  the  papers  bekniging  to 
the  aflfembly ;  having  recdved  them,  he  went  widi 
the  reft  of  the  deputies  who  were  afleoabbd,  to  a 
neighbouring  t^uus-court,  and  after  many  inflam- 
matory harangues,  they  all  todc  an  oath  never  to 
'    part  till  the  conftitution  was  completed*    It  noned 
violently,  and  the    mob,   which  was  tiontimiaUy 
increafing,  exprefled  high  indignatbn  at  the  incoa- 
j      ventence  fuftained  by  m  raprdentatives  cf  the  ^^ 
%i^     pie,  which  they  attributed  entird^  to  the  court.  The 
king  was  at  Marli ;  when  he  returned  on  the  laorrotr, 
he  wrote  to  M.  Bailly  with  his  own  hand  to  inform 
hiiti  that  the  royal  fitting  could  not  be  held  till  the 
a3d,  and   intimating  his  defire  that  no  meetiag 
of  the  national  a&mbly  ihould  take  place  in  the 
intermediate  time ;  but  the  aflembly  were  too  im- 
patient to  tStOi  the  propofed  iun^on  with  the  ckr^y, 
to  accede  to  any  hints  of  delay,  and  too  much  m- 
toxicated  with  the  applaufe  of  the  people  to  forbear 
any  indulgence  which  drcimlftances  could  fupply* 
«»(!•      They  repaired  to  the  tennis-^court  to  meet  the  clergy, 
but  found  it  occupied  by  an  immenfe  multitude,  as 
defirous  to  be  fpeftators  of  the  ceremony  as  they  to 
perform  it.    Difappointed  here,  they  repaired  to  the 
Cduvent  des  Recolets^  and  requefte^  the  ufe  Of  the 
church.  ^  The  monks  declined  accommodating  them^ 
though  in  a  manner  which  could  convey  no  rffeftce. 

They 
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They  now  converted  die  appareiit  embamfiiiieiit  of 
ihox  fitmticm  into  an  addkicmal  cliim  <xk  ibe  adiiitr»» 
tion  of  the  mukkude.  They  retunittL  therefore  to 
dkeir  oirn  iball^  where,  as  tkinr  .iseafonably  exipeft^, 
they  were  refdfed  entrance;  nnafijr  tJH^  ^Mnt  to  the 
chuxrh  of  St.  Louis,  where  they  were  adniatled 
without  hefiiation,  and  thofe  mem'bers  nribo  had  not 
yet  taken  the  oath  adminiftered  in  the  te|ini84coUrt, 
then  redsiTted  it.  A&er  the  performance  of  this 
ceronony,  they  were  joined  by  the  dergy,  who 
defbended  in  form  from  the  chdr,  and  being  received 
\vjdi  open  arma  by  their  liew  affociates,  proceeded  to 
the  Tdrificatioii  of  their  <  powers,  as  did  two  nobtes, 
the  iirit  feeders  from  the  reiblutions  of  the^m^ijority 
of  their  peers  ^ 

Ontheix^d  of  June,  the  day  of  the  royal  Ikdng,  *3^- 
Baiilyiwas  aiMveidd  toehuouiinhit  remonftifaJices  ^nir'^''' 
with  dk6  Marquis  de  £rezf,  againftithe  aqdi^nity 
offex«dtO'^  body  oter  which  he  prefided,  by  de- 
taiQing  them  under  ffi  out-jipuibin  a  ^owf  r  of  rain, 
while  the  fupeiior  ord^^  4mk  their  feats*  He  was 
the  firft,  4dt^r  the  kh^^s  departure,  to  indicate  a 
^memptjand  defiance  of  it^is  orders,  43li  then  un- 
heard  of^  hj  ^eciarins;  to  Breze,  j«iha  came  to  re^  . 
mind  th^'aflembly  of  his  majefty^s^injunftion^  far 
thdr  adjournment,  dil  the  next  day,  that  ^^the 
^*  nationai  aflembly  receivjsd  commands  from  tK> 
^  pel&ni''  Itiis  aA  of  oppofition  was  fo  ^dating  as 
totbisDw  aftomftiment eveufnto  that  fa^oufr^ body  ; 
dmy  Mniattied  filent,  and  probably  the  prefidait 
wotald  have  been  Idt  alone  tOibear  the.efF€id:s  of  hia 
temerity,  had  he  not  been vfticcoured  by  Mirabeau, 
who,  after  a  fpeech  full  of  invedtives  againft  the 
mafi^r  of  the  ceremonies,  fald,  *^  the  afiembly  fat 
**  there  by  virtue  of  the  will  of  the  people,  and 
*^  would  not  be  expelled  but  by  the  pouit  of  the 

'  Impartial  Hiftoryi  vol.  i.  p.  8$«  Moore^s  View,  vol.  i.  p.  219^ 
Hgh.  Hiftoii^e  Secrete  de  la  Rfvolption,  vol,  i.  p,  107.  Arthur 
V^Dg'f  Travels,  p.  115,  xx6. 
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"  bayonet*^  This  ftcp  reftored  the  courage  of  the 
afiembly,  and  BaiUy,  relidred  from  the  embarrair- 
ment  of  bis  iitiiition  by  the  unanimity  of  his  col- 
leagues, faid  to  the  marquis,  <<  the  aflembly  decreed 
^^  yefterday  that  diey  would  caatmue  their  meeting 
^^  after  the  royal  feffion ;  I  can  nudee  no  alteration 
^^  in  that  decree  ;'*  and  authorized  Bx6z€  to  carry 
that  meffiige  to  die  king  '. 
Bai]iv*8  .  To  the.  tsaniadions  of  thefe  memoraUe  days 
popultrity.  Bailly  principally  ow^d  hia  popularity.  The  junfldon 
of  the  orders  was  by  many  afcribed  to  him,  becaufe 
he  was  prefident ;  the  people  afiembled  at  his  door 
and  hailed  him  with:  fliouts  and  acclamations  ^ 
Though  his  proceedings  muft  have  been  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  the  Orleans  faction,  yet  there  is  no 
reafon  &t  fuppoiing  Bailly  pardcularly  attached  to 
them ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  ChA  Breton^  but  it 
is  not  apparent  that  he.  was  conneded  with  the  cabi- 
net of  the  Palais  .Roval  more  than  with  that  of 
Verfailles)  a  fad  which;  Tthough  it  eftabliflies  die 
independence  of  his  chaiaAer/  does  not  take  away 
the  odium  from  the  brutality  of  his  behaviour  in 
many  inftances,  his  confpicuous  ingratitude,  and  the 
finifter  means  he  ufed  to  degrade  the  king,  and 
alienate  from  him  the  affii&ons  of  the  people. 
Bailly  was  defirous,  above  all  things,  of  popularity ; 
his  difintereftednefs  and  independence  were  fub^ 
fervient  to  that  wifli,  and  though  his  mind  led  him 
to  a  connexion  more  pure  than  that  of  Orleans 
(la  Fayette),  he  was  not  fufilciently  endowed  with 
integrity  to  prevent  his  countenancing  and  ev^ 
participating  knany  of  the  crimes  which  difgraced  his 
country. 
74.th  July,  After  the  murder, of  Fkflfelles,  he  was'^ elevated  to 
Mayor  of  ^^  ^^^  ^Yi^l  unfbrtuuate  man  had  held;  but  the 
title  of  Prevotdes  Matcbands  was  abolifhed,  and  that 

e  Moore*8  View,  vol.  i.  p«  231.    Hiftories.  • 

^  Anecdotes^  &g.  vol,  vi.  p.  »$« }  Fagesj  vol.  u  p.  iiS* 
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of  mayor  of  Paris  fubftituted.  He  is  faid  to  have 
owed  this  elevation  to  the  intrigues  of  Orleans  and* 
Mirabeau,  who  were  anxious  to  attach  to  their  party 
the  men  of  letters,,  and  thought  this  homage  paid  ta 
an  individual  of  their  clafs  a  tempting  allurement  K 
He,  however,  afcrib6d  his  new  dignity  to  his  own 
merit  alqne,  and  his  vanity  was  proportionably 
augmented;  He  gave  his  fervants  a  kind  of  livery, 
refided  in'a  fuperb  hotel,  and  ornamented  the  pan- 
nds  of  his  carriage  with  three  golden  bees,  an  af- 
fe&ttion  which  denionftrated  that  he  wa^  in  no 
refpeift  fuperior  to  the  vain-glorious  mob  of  up- 
fl:arts^  '       '      , 

In  virtue  of  his  ofBce,  he  was  appointed  to  regulate     ,7th. 
the  ceremony  when  the  king  ei^tered  the  capital ;  he  Behaviour 
did  this  in  a  manner  which  di4>layed  his  pride,  and"  on^hu  en"^ 
proved  his  anxiety  to  deprive  the  monarch .  of  all  try  into  '' 
refpeft  and  perforial  confideration.     Though  it  was  ^*"*' 
notorious  that  the  royal  family  entertained  fears  very 
juftly  fouiided,  that, the  aflaflination  of  the  king  was 
projefted,  he  would  not  allow  him  the  cdmfort  and 
proteftion  of  his  faithfal  gardes  du  corps  \  he 'forbad 
them  to  enter  the  city ;  at  a,  certain  diilance  from 
Paris  the  royal  carriage  was  met  by  a  detachment  of 
the  .national  guard,  incorporated  with  the  treacherous 
lardes  Fran^aifes  y  the  gardes  du  corps  were  obliged 
to  return  to;  Veffailles,  and  the  king,  to  whom  the 
plot  to  aflaffinate  him  had  l^een  mentioned,  was  left . 
thus  guarded,  or  rather  cxpofed,  to  purfue  his  cheer- 
lefs  journey 'to  the , city,  during' which  the  cuftomary 
cffufion  of  loryalty,  Vive  le  Rot !  was  omitted,  and  bV 
order  of  the  mayor  and  la  Fayette,  the  national 
guard  and  the  attending  mob  fcreamed  out'Firw  la 
Nation.    At  the  entrance  -  of  the  city,  dt  a  pl*?^ 

'  Hiftories.    Playftir's  Hiftorjr  of  JatoWnifm,  I's?. 

^  Apologie  des  projers  des  Chefs  de  la  KevoIutioDy  p«  aoS*    A°CC* 
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called  .Ai  j^/teredes  Conftrenci^^  the  Inflated  nmbr, 
with  the  fijoUe  of  fell-gratuIation»  prefented  the  leys 
^  die  lung,  with  that  quamt  and  weDJdiown  6b- 
fervation^  **  Thefe  are  the  identic^  keys  which  were 
**  pi'efeii^ted  to  Henry  IV.  when  that  monarch  rp- 
^^  €onqpered  his  people,,  but  in  the  prefent  Inftance 
"  the  people  have  re-c^juered  their  king."  At  the 
tiotil  de  Yille  he.  placed  on  the  brow,  of  the  unfor- 
tunate monarch  that,  degrading  cockade,  the  colours 
pf;wfaicli  were  tralciilated  to  imprels  pn.his  mind  the 
triumph,  fand  popularity  of  Orleans,  who  wifbed  to 
fupplant  him  on  the  throne  '• 
lid.  Bailly  had  fooa  an  opportunity  of  proving  by 
^  for  Be?*  c^rience,  that  the  reftraint  of  kw  bemg.  once 
thierand  withdrawn  from  a  licentious  populace,  eloquence 
Toulon.  3jjj  wifdpm  would  exert  themfelves.  in  i^n;  he 
(aw  it  in  the  ill-fucce&  of  his  eameft  niediation  for 
Berthi^  and  Fo^ulon,  who  wd'e  favagely  butchered 
in  fpite  of  his  interqeffion. 
30th  July.  ^  At  the  return  of  Necker  to  Paris,  Bailly  attended 
Recme*  ^^  ^he  reprefeutatives  of  the  conimune,  and  made 
him  a  complimentary  oration.  He,  doubtlefs,  hoped, 
from  this  recall  of  this  popular  minifter,  that  his 
office  would  be  freed  from  many  difficidti^.  He 
ftxpe£ted  th^  reiloration  of  plenty  and  tranquillity} 
the  foraiatioj;!  of  a  conftitution,  aim  the  confirmation 
of  his  authority,  with  the  redufticjn  of  the  royal  prc- 
jpg9;t;ve*  Short-fighted,  yain,  and  felf  Sufficient, 
|ie.rpadily  ^r^dited  the;  popular  outcry,  without  per- 
giving  the  malice  of  thofe  Ky  whom  it  was  railed. 
JnqapsJ^le  of  di(cermng  the  Intrigues  of  the  Orleans 
faction,  h^  fancied  that  all  the  miferiesoi^  which  the 
PdjOpl^  Qompls^ned  priginated  with  the  court,  and 
that,  if  left  to  his  own  free  agency,  lie  could  prevent 
every  difaften    He  made  fome  exertions  to  this 

.    '  Hiftories.    liiftoire  de  la  CoDJuntion  dc  d*Oi*leMity  vol.  ii.  p.  S^* 
An«cdotes«  &Ck  vol.  i.  p.  191. 
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cffeS,  biit  they  thWarted  the  vietvs  df  the  date  of 
Orleans,  and  raifed  cbhfiderable  clanlor*. 

ITiough  his  fituation  furnifhed  him  with  the  means  s^^  o^. 
of  better  ihroririation,  he  was  totally  igtlofaht  of  theSTh??^ 
projefted  infurredtion  of  the  5th  of  Odlober ;  he  con-  tended  in. 
udered  it  a  Ipohfanebus  movement  of  the  people,  and^""^^^**"* 
was  aftomflied  when  he  heard  that  the  poi^ardes  had 
threatened  his  life,  together  tvith  that  df  la  Fayette, 
not  knowiri^  that  his  office  was  coveted  for  a  more 
able  iridivTmial,  and  more  decided  partifah.     OA  the     ^^^ 
6th  of  Oabber,  when  the  royal  family  came  to  Paris  Rcceive« 
in  the  evening,  and  when,  sifter  the  fiitigue  and  dif*^*'?*^^"?* 
turbance  of  that  arid  the  preceding  day,  it  was  ob-and  cSn" 
vioiis  that  they  required  repofe,  the  ^fiity  of  Bailly,dua. 
who  was  direflted  to  receive  them  at  the  Hotel-de- 
Ville,    induced  him    to    make    a    long,    imperti* 
nent  haraftgue,  in  which,  amongft  other  atrocities, 
he  tilled  tnztdkyz' beautiful  day.     He  did  worfe; 
from  a  motive  which  can  nardly  be  foftened  into  ne- 
gligence or'  mifapprehenfiori,  ne  miffeprefeiited  the 
words  of  his  unfortunate  king,  with  a"  view  to  pre-     ' 
Vent  any  impreflion  of  kindnefs.    The  *  kihg  faid 
that  he  came  with  joy  and  confidence  to  refide  in  his 
good  city  of  Paris  :  the  mayor  repeating  the  Words 
to  the  people  aflembled,  omitted  the  expreflion,  wiib 
confidence^  which  alone  conveyed  any  compliment  to 
them.     The  queen,  aware  of  this  intention,  exclaim- 
ed, loud  enoudh  td  be  heard  by  all  prefent ;  **  You 
,"  omit,  M.  Bailly,  the  king  faid,  with  joy  and  con- 
"  FiDENCE."     Uohfufed  at  this  deteftion,  he  faid  t'6 
the  by-ftariders,  *^  Gentlemen,  you  hear  it  from  the   • 
**  qiieen^s  own  mouth,  which  mUft  give  you  much 
"  more  pleafure' than  to  leain  it  from  mine/*     He 
again  waited  on  the  royal  family  the  next  day  at  the 
Thuilleries,  and  made  them  an  hypocritical  harangue 
on  the  joy  and  aflfeftion  which  was  felt  by  all  Paris  on 
fedng  them  inhabit  the  palace  of  their  anceflors :  he 

■  HiftqfiM,  f>articulariy  Impartial  Hiilory,  toL  i.  p.  aoo,    Conju. 
ntion  de  4*0rl«ans,  vol.  ii.  p.  157. 
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well  knew,  at  the  time,  that  the  palace  was  intended 
for  their  prifon,  that  the  joy  of  the  city  was  exulta- 
tion in  fuccefsful  treafon,  and  that  the  affeftion  of 
the  people  was  but  a  term  for  infolence  and  con- 
tempt ".  . 
'Kxertt  But  when  la  Fayette  came  to  ftate  the  informa- 

himfeif  to  tJon  he  had  gained  on  the  night  of  the  5th,  his  fuf- 
wpftad.^^*  picions  refpefting  Orleans,  and  on  the  true  caufes  of 
the  fcarcity   and  popular  commotion,    the  mayor 
was  anjdous  to  co-operate  heartily  with  him  in  the 
removal  of  thefe  evils.     He  exerted  himfelf  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power  to  take  away  all  reftraints  from 
the  fupplying  of  the  capital,  and  to  procure  a  fuffi- 
ciency  of  grain,  in  which  bv  the  affiftance  of  the  in- 
trepid, and  difcerning  VauviUiers,  and  by  the  abfence 
of  Orleans,  he  fucceeded  during  the  remainder  of 
his  mayoralty. 
19th.        On  the  firft  fitting  of  the  affembly  in  Paris,  he 
Receives    attended  with  the  compliments  of  the  commune^  and 
of^the  af-  was  honored  with  a  vote  of  thanks  and  approbation, 
fembiy.     The  capital,  after  the  departure  of  the  duke,  re- 
mained in  a  tolerable  ftate  of  quiet,  the  murder  of 
aift.     Francois,  the  baker,  excepted,  which  produced  the 
famous  martial  law  in  which  Bailly  heartily  coincided. 
1790.    Yet  he  did  not  renounce  his  factious  principles ;  his 
attachment  to  la  Fayette  led  him  to  adopt  all  his 
meafures,  and  he  was  amongft  the  moft  aftive,  both 
by  his  countenance  and  authority,  to  difturb  the  fit- 
tings  of  the  club  called  the  Friends  of  Monarchy  *. 
May.    He  prefented  to  the  king  a  bronze  medal,  ftruck  in 
mUSri^'  commemoration  of  the  6th  of  Qftober,  with  this 
the  king,   legend,  "  yyferai  deformais  ma  demeure  habittielle.*^ 
He  accompanied  this  prefent  with  the  following  ob- 
fervations — "  Sire  j  your  majefty,  at  your  entrance 
**  into  Paris,  faid,  ^  I  intend  for  the  future  to  make  it 
*"  my  chief  place  ofrejidence*    The  city  of  Paris  has 

"  Hiftories.     Alfo   Conjuration    de   d^Orleant,  roh  ii.    p.  17^. 
Anecdotes^  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  197. 
•  See  Hiftancal  Sketch  of  the  French  Refolution,  p.  311. 

'     ^  caufcd 


B  A  ILLY.  171 

^  caufed  thcfe  words  to  be  engraven  on  the  bronze^ 
*^  as  they  are  already  engraven  on  the  hearts  of  all 
"  our  fellow-chizens  **." 

Baaiy  was  the  author  of  the  fcheme  prefentcd  to  ^^^^* 
the  affembly  for  a  confederation,  when  the  king  and  confedm- 
people  fhould  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  law  not**®"* 
yet  promulgated,  and  to  maintain  a  conftitution  iiot 
yet  formed.  This  pompous  abfurdity  was  to  be  per- 
formed the  14th  of  July,  in  honor  of  the  anniver* 
fary  of  the  capture  of  the  Baftille.  The  Cbamp  de 
Mars  was  the  place  fixed  on  for  the  exhibition,  but 
the  fliortnefs  of  the  time  allowed  to  make  the  necefc 
fary  preparations  feemed  an  infuperable  obftacle  ta 
its  completion :  thia,  however,  was  conquered  by  the 
ardent  genius  of  the  French  nation  ;  the  whole  city 
of  Paiis^.male^aiid  female,  noble  and  plebeian,  mailer 
ana  jfervint,  turped  out  into  the  field,  and  performed 
with  incredible  diligence  the  neceflary  labors.  ,  The 
liacred  retreaf  ofthcconvisnt  and:monaftery  was  vio- 
lated with  inm'unity,  and  niins  and  monks,  whofe 
vows  o^igcd,tnem.to  a  feclufion  with  which  fuch  aa 
aft  was  incompatible,  were  forced  from  their  retreats 
by  thofe  who.  pretended  ftill  to  refpe£t  religion,  and 
who  were,  preparing  for  one  of  its  moft  folemn  cere- 
monies. \  The  national  guards,  the  ftrangers  whom 
curiofity  had  attraded,  every  one  was  employed,  and 
barely  two  hours/ before  the  commencement  of  the 
ceremony  the  preparations  were  completed.  The 
ceremony  is  well  defcribed  by  Dr.  Moqre ''. 

",  The  day  of  fuch  vaft  expedation  at  laft  arrived  j  mA  Julfk 
**  the  amphitheatre  was  formed  with  an  altar  in  the  tion^o^tfct 
^*  middle,  thje  tl^rone  of  the  king,  a  magnificait  pa-  confeden- 
^  vilion,  and  commodious  feats  for  the  queen  and  '"^* 
'^  rpyal  family,  and  the  triumphal  arches  through 
"which    the    various    proceffions    were    to    pafi^ 
"  were  finiflxed  only  two  hours  before  the  proccffion 
^^  began.    At  day-break  the  citizens  began  to  floclc 

P  Anecdotes^  &c.  vol.  i.  p«  201, 
g  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  158. 
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**  to  the  ainphitheatre,  which,  it  was  faid,  was  of 
**  fufficient  extent  to  contain  above  three  hundred 
**  thoufand/'  (Other  authors  fay  four,  fome  fix 
hundred  thoufandi  befides  an  incredible  concourfe 
who  crowded  the  circumjacent  hills  and  eminences, 
to  the  extraordhiary  amount,  according  to  their  ac* 
counts,  of  three  millions  of  people '?)  **  On  the 
•*  preceding  night,  fome  of  the  cfiftrids  had  diftri- 
*^  buted  tickets  of  admiffion  to  the  wives  and  daugh- 
•*  ters  of  the  moft  diftingmfhed  or  .moft  favored  ci- 
**  nzens ;  and  no  leTs  than  four  thoufand  of  the  na- 
**  tional  guards  were  ordered  on  dutv  at  the  field  of 
^*  the  confederation.  This  producea  difcontent  and 
^  miitmurs.  It  was  faid  that  all  the  citizens  had  an 
"  ctjTial  daim  to  a  place  in  the  amphitheatre;  Aat 
"  thbfe  who  went  firft  had  a  right  to  their  dioicc  of 
♦*  every  place,  except  fuch  as  were  deftined  for  the 
**  perfons  in  fome  public  office ;  and  the  guards  ap- 
**  pointed  on  fervice  at  the  Champ  tie  Mars  de- 
**  clared,  that  they  would  not  oppofe  the  entrance 
"'df  any  citizen,  whether  he  had  a  ticket  or  not. 
**  When  thefe  declarations  were  known,  the  muni- 
"cipality  thought  proper  to  order  it  to  be  proclaim- 
**.«d  in  the  middle  of  the  night  of  the  thiiteerith, 
*'  that  the  tickets  which  had  been  difttibuted  were 
^^  entirely  ufelefs  ;  which  made  great  numbers  rcfort 
*<  to  the  amphitheatre  by  breaS:  of  day ;  and  die 
**  guards,  inftcad  of  oppofing  their  entrance,  cndea- 
^*  voured  to  amufe  them  durmg  the  long  interval  till 
"  the  ceremony  fltould  begin,  by  military  evolutions 
*^  and  dancing  the  carmagnole  On  the  plain. 

*'  The  gres^t  proceffion  confifted  of  a  band  of  mu- 
"  fic,  a  body  of  national  guards,  ciavalry  as  well  as 
*'  infantry,  led  by  M.  la  Fayette,  and  foliowcd  by 
^*  the  eledors  of  the  city  df  Paris— ^the  principal 
^  members  of  the  municipality — ^the  deputies  to  the 
*^  national  affembly — the  deputies  from  one-haJf  of 

'  See  Rabaud*8  Hifttjry,    p.  i8S.      Pages,  tqI,  i.  p.  3^5.    Miii 
Williams'i  Letters  from  l^aris  in  i790« 
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*^  the  dq)artmentfi  into  which  Fraace  had  been  di- 
«^vided — a  deputation  from  the  army  and  fleet, 
•'  headed^  by  two  marlhals  of  France— die  deputies 
**  fjjom  the  other  half  of  the  departments — aiid  a 
**  body  of  horfe  and  foot  belonging  to  the  .national 
**  guards,  with  a  band  of  mufic,  cTofed  the  procef- 
^^  fion,  which  was  rendered  more  fplendid  by  the 
<«  banners  belonging  to  the  various  claffes  of  which 
^*  k  was  compoled,  and  by  the  martial  airs  which 
**  were  played  in  the  intervals  between  the  univerfal 
^  exclamation  of  Vive  la  Nation  /  which,  fron^  time 

to  time,  pierced  the  air.     The  diflferent  bodies 
**  which  formed  the  proceffion  had  particular  places 

aiHgned  to  them.     Thofe  for  the  nvembers  of  the 

national  aflembly  were  to  the  right  and  left  of  the 

king's  throne. 

Two  hundred  priefts,  dreffed  in  garments  of 
"  white  linen  bound  with  the  national-coloured  rib- 
"  bons,  flood  on  the  fteps  of  the  altar,  which  had 
**  been  raifed  for  the  purpofe  of  adminiftering  the 
"oath,  for  which  fimftion  the  committee  of  the 
**  commune  appointed  the  bifliop  of  Autun,  a  man 
*'  of  talents,  and  one  of  the  moft  ancient  families  in 
"  France^  and  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  revolution. 
"  When  he  was  about  to  celebrate  the  mafs,  which 
**  preceded  the  pronunciation  of  the  oath,  the  iky 
**  became  obfcure  with  clouds  ;  a  ftorm  of  wind  took 
"  place,  and  was  followed  by  a  deluge  of  rain.  The 
**  biihop  proceeded  to  the  celebration  of  the  mafe 
**  without  any  regard  to  the  ftorm  ;  after  which  he 
"pronounced  a  benediftion  on  the  Oriflamme  or 
"  royal  ftandard  of  France,  and  on  the  eighty-three 
"  banners  of  the  departments  which  waved  around 
**  it  immediately  before  the  altar. 

"The  king  hiad  been  appointed,  for  that  day  oijly, 
"  fupreme  and  abfolute  commander  of  all  th^  nati<^ 
^^  guards  in  France.  He  named  M.  de  U  Fayette 
"  as  his  delegate  to  perform  the  functions ;  So  that 
"  la  Fayette  was  for  this  day  not  only  con^ander 
.A  "in 
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^  in  chief  of  the  national  guards  of  Paris,  but  high 
^^  conftable  of  all  the  armed  men  in  the  kingdom^ 
**  which  probably  was  a  greater  number  than  ever 
•*  had  been  in  any  kingdom  in  the  world  before. 
**  M.  la  Fayette,  as  their  reprefentative,  took  .the 
**  oath  firft.    When  he  left  the  bottom  of  the  throne 
**  where  he  had  hitherto  ftood,  and  moved  towards 
*'  the  altar  for  that  purpofe,  the  trumpets  began  to 
*'  found ;  a  vaft  band  of  martial  mufic  continued  to 
*'  play  while  he  afcended  the  fteps  of  the  altar.    In 
**  the  view  of  the  multitude  who  filled  this  immenfe 
^*  circus  around,  he  laid  the  point  of  his  fword  upon 
**  the  Bible  which  was  on  the  table  of  the  altar,  and 
**  raifing  his  other  hand  towards  the  fky,  the  mufic 
^'  ceafed ;  an  univerfal  ftillnefs  enfued  ;  and  he  pro- 
**  nounced,  *  We  fwear  to  be  ever  faithful  to  the 
**  nation,  to  the  law,  and  to  the  king ;  to  maintain, 
<*  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  the  conftitution  de- 
**  creed  by  the  national  affembly,  and  accepted  by 
**  the  king.' '  The  trumpets  beginning  to  found  as 
*<  foon  as  he  had  finiflied,  were  drowned  in  the  ac- 
,    **  clamation  of  Vive  la  Nation  !    All  the  members  ol 
**  the  national  affembly  then  ftanding  up,  the  prcfi- 
**  dent  pronounced  the  oath  in  his  own  name  and 
*'  that  of  his  brethren ;  which  was,  in  like  manner, 
**  followed  by  mufic  and  acclamation. 

*'  When  the  king  himfelf  arofe,  a  great  body  of 
••  the  national  guards  preffed  near  the  throne,  which 
*'  they  furrounded  with  raifed  arms,  while  he  re- 
**  peated,  Moi^  roi  des  Fratifais^  je  jure  (Temphjer 
•*  totU  le  pouvoir  qui  m^ejl  delegue  par  la  hi  con/iitu- 
**  tionelle  de  retat^  a  maintenir  la  con/litution  dkritie 
^^  par  Paffemblee  nationale  et  acceptee  par  moi^  et  ifairt 
•*  exicuter  les  hix.  *  I,  king  of  the  French,  fw^ar  to 
**  employ  all  the  power  that  is  configned  to  me  by 
**  the  conftitutional  law  of  the  ftate,  m  maintaining 
*•  the  conftitution  decreed  by  the  national  affembly, 
«*  and  accepted  by  me,  and  in  enforcing  the  execu- 
"  tion  of  the  laws.*  ,  A  fignal  being  given  that  the 

« Idng 
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"  king  had  taken  the  oath,  the  air  refbunded  with 

"  alternate  peals  of  artillery  and  fliouts  of  the  peo- 

"  pie  ;  and  thus  ended  a  ceremony,  which,  notwith- 

"  (landing  the  good  intentions  of  many  who  took  tha 

"  oath,  has  been  confidered  as  the  grandeft  and  moft 

"  extenfive  aft  of  perjury  that  heaven  and  earth  was 

**  ever  witnefs  to.    The  rain  prevented  the  king  from 

"  leaving  the  throne  and  walking  to  the  altar,  where 

"  it  was  expefted  he  would  have  taken  the  oath. 

"  This  circumftance  was  afterwards  mentioned  in 

**  the  feditious  groups  in  the  Palais  Royal,  and  at 

"  the  Jacobin  fociety,  as  a  proof  of  the  king's  aver- 

"  fion  to  the  conftitution,  and  his  unwillingnefs  to 

"  take  the  oath  ;  but  only  proves,  what  a  variety  of 

"  circumftances  indeed  demonftrated  in  the  courfe 

**  of  the  revolution,  that  there  was  a  difpofition  to' 

* "  calumniate  the  king,  and  pervert  the  moft  inno- 

**  cent  and  natural   parts   of  his    behaviour   into 

"  crimes.*'     Some  of  the  moft  petulant  fpeftators 

of  the  ceremony  were  fo   defirous   that  the  oath 

Ihould  be  taken  on  the  altar,  that  they  applied  to 

la  Fayette  to  induce  him  to  repeat  it :  The  anfwer 

*  of  the  general  is  charaderiftic  of  his  own  levity  and 

of  that  of  his  hearers ;  "  Mes  enfans.  My  lads,'^  faid 

he,  "  an  oath  is  not  an  opera  fong,  that  it  is  to  be 

"  encored  '.'* 

This  great  day  which  had  no  other  objeft  than  the  His  popu- 
cxcitement  of  enthufiafm,  fortunately,  and  contrary**"^* 
to  all  expeftation,  terminated  without  mifchief.-— 
Bailly  gave  fome  umbrage  to  the  captors  of  the 
Baftille,  or,  more  probably,  they  were  excited  by  the 
agents  of  Orleans  to  raife  difcontent  againft  the 
mayor ;  it  was  at  the  period  fpeedily  forgot,  but  it 
Was  brought  again  to  light,  and  made  the  fubjeft  of 
grievous  accufation  againft  him  in  the  day  of  his  ad- 
verfity  ^     He  was  now  at  the  height  of  his  popula- 

*  Mifs  Williams^s  Letters  in  1790. 

^  See  his  examination  on  the  trial  of  the  queeni  Jordaik^s  Political 
State  of  Europe,  vol»  v.  uhifuf. 
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rky ;  the  Panfians,  overjoyed  at  an  exemption  fit)m 
the  horrors  of  famine,  and  looking  up  to  him  as  the 
caufe,  paid  him  ^reat  marks  of  refpea ;  they  placed 
tranfparent  paintmgs  of  him  and  la  Fayette  by  the 
fide  of  the  ftatye  of  Henry  IV. 
Hit  name      In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  inhabitants  of 
infcribca    Gcnon,  a  village  of  Tranche  Comte,  erefted  on  the 
?»"  alt  G^c-  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  column,  of  white  ftone,  which  they  con- 
son,        fecr^ted  to  liberty.    On  the  fide  facing  the  road 
which  foreigners  muft  pals  to  arrive  at  Genon,  was 
this  infcription :  «•  Stranger,  thou  haft  touched  this 
*^  land  J  tnou  art  free.*'    On  two  of  the  other  fides 
were  infcriptions,  the  one  denoting  the  time  when 
the  column  w^  ere£):ed,  and  by  w^om ;  the  other 
defignating  certain  individuals  and  public  bodies  as  a 
dif^ce  to  humanity !  On  the  fourth  fide  were  ia« 
fcnbed  the  names  of  certain  popular  chara6:ers, 
who  were  described  as  the  /^  love  and  admiration 
^^  of  the  French  nation  ;'*  and  of  this  number  was 
BailLy ". 
Slept  J^t  the  return  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  for  which 

dJft  o  *hii  ^^  pageant  of  the  14th  of  July  had  fumilhed.a  pjre- 
popuUrity.  text,,  occaficoied  a  fpeedy  decline  of  Bailly's  popula- 
rity. The  verfatility  of  the  French  charafter  would 
probably  have  produced  this  efie£l,  unaided  by  any 
particular  drcumftances ;  but  Orleans,  anxious  to 
have  the  provifions  pf  the  cfipit'al  again  at  his  dif- 
pofal,  was  ailiduous  in  his  efforts  to  remove  Bailly^ 
that  he  might  place  a  creature  of  his  own  in  the 
Auguft.  mayoralty  *.  His  character  received  the  firft  injury 
in  confequence  of  his  granting  an  order  for  arreujog 
the. deputies  from  the  military  ipfurgents  at  Nancy, 
an  affair  which  was  much  mifreprefQfited  bv.the  Ja- 
cobins, ^nd  caufed  him  to  be  implicated  witn  Bouillc 
:and  Mpntmorin.  I'hefe  ill  impreflions  were  muqh 
iftcreafed  by  his  exertions  againfl  Mjarat  and  Jiebq:t, 

•  Anecdotes,  &c.  Vol.  vi.  p.  339, 
^Conjuration  de<i*Orltansj  vol.  iii.  p.  loS. 
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III  which  he  difplayed  raflinefs  and  felf-fufficiency, 
without  either  courage,  addrefs,  or  perfcverance  ^» 

The  club  Breton,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  Sccedet 
had,  fince  the  removal  of  the  national  affembly  from  jac^bla* 
Verfailles  to  Paris,  aflumed  the  title  of  Jacobin,  and  dub. 
wasdifgracedbyfopromifcuous  an  acceffion,that  many 
of  the  moft  refpeftable  members  feceded,  and  formed 
the  club  of  the  Friends  of  Monarchy,  his  aftivity  in 
the  fuppreffion  of  which  has  been  already  mentioned. 
But  when,  after  the  return  of  the  duke  of  Orleans^ 
the  tribunes  were  conftantly  filled^ with  his  creatures, 
whofe  clamours  decided  every  queftion,  he  was  him- 
felf  obliged  to  give  up  his  feat,  and  formed  one  of  a 
fociety  called  the  Club  of  1789,  more  feleft  indeed 
than  the  Jacobins,  but  profemng  nearly  the  feme 
principles.  It  became  afterwards  obnoxious  to  the 
violent  party,  and  Bailly,  through  fear  of  rifldng  his 
popularity  and '  fafety,  only  twice  attended  their 
meetings  *. 

Before  the  eftablifliment  of  this  latter  club,  the    1791. 
favorites  of  the  Jacobin  fociety  had  made  a  confider-  »8th ApriL 
able  progrefs  in  vilifying  his  charafter,  and  reprefeiit*  himfdf  in 
ing  him  as  the  devoted  flave  of  ariftocracy.    His  in-  favor  of 
fluence  had  already  fo  much  declined,  that  his  J'C- ^||^|?y^*^ 
ittonftrances  with  the  mob  to  permit  the  departure 
of  the  royal  family  to  Saint  Cloud,  were  treated  with 
difregard,  "^d  his  perfon  with  contempt  *. 

It  was  probably  his  interference  in  this  afiair  that  ^oth,  %j§t 
gave  rife  to  the  affertion  that  he  was  privy  and  accef-  g^^""^ 
fary  to  the  king's  efcape :    A  malignant  accufation,  ^^y  j^ 
amply  contradided  and  difproved  by  his  own  evi-  tj;«  king'* 
dcnce,  by  the  tciflamony  of  the  queen,  and  by  the**^**** 

f  The  Conduft  of  France  towards  Great  Britain  Examined  j  b/ 
Miles,  p.  aai.     Conjuration  ded^Oileans. 

'See  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  310.  and  Bailly^s  examination  on  the 
trial  of  the  queen  |  Jordan's  Political  State  of  £uropc»  vo1.''y. 
p.  168. 

*  Moore's  View,  yoI.  i:.  p.  134.1   Irtipartial  Hiftoiyt  Y9l*  i.  407. 
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£Lft$'ixteack)xied  m  his  Memoir^  prefenr^d  by  Pag^s  ^ 

But  this  accttfation  vfzs  not  brought  forward  till  feme 

Prociwms  ^"^  ^^^  ^^  ^^  '•     ^^  popularity  received  its 

martMi      mortal  wound  when  he  read  the  proclamation  in  the 

^^'         Champ  de  Mars^  which  authorized  the  foldiers  to  fire 

on  thfe  j)eople :  this  ruined  him  in  the  eyes  of  the 

factious  Parities,  and  turned  all  their  efteem  and 

friendship  into  difguA.     He  had  iiow  difcovered  the 

folly  and  error  of  giving  to  the  people,  numerically, 

too  gxepit  a  ftiare  in  the  conduft  of  government ;  too 

'great  a  power  of  revifion,  cenfure,  and  degradation 

of  tile  executive  branches ;  and  was  defirous  to  carry 

his  weight  over  to  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion ; 

but  his  weight  was  gone*     The  beautiful  day  he  had 

io  zealoufly  admired^  had  changed  the  hearts  of  the 

j>eople,  ^d  in  endeavouring  to  bring  them  back  to 

:^  fenfe  of  loyalty  and  refpe&  for  the  laws,  he  not 

4only  preached  to  the  winds,  but  drew  the  ftorm  on 

his  own  head.    Infignificant,  degraded,  and  defpifed, 

he  continued  in  the  n^ayoralty  till  the  diffolution  of 

the  conftituent  c^iTembly ;  and  then,  la  Fayette  having 

sMb  Nov.  Ji^^igw^  the  co^imand  of  the  national  guard,  he  re- 

KcAgos.  *  figned  his.oiEce,.but  in  retiring  he  conferred  a  fignai 

fervice  on  the  capital  by  preventing  the  defigns  of 

Petion,  his  Jacobin  fucce^or,  to  revive  the  horrors  of 

fcinaine  *". 

Liyei  in         From  the  period  of  Ws  reficnation  he  Kved  in  a 

retirement,  n    ,       £       '  r  ^  '^  r  •        l*    i: 

itafte  xi  privacy  for  near  two  years,  purfumg  his  li- 
terary .wd  philofop^ical  reiearches,  and  never  inter* 
fjering  in  politics,  ^:^cept  by  his  attendance  at  tbe 
FeuilJan^,  wiiich  club  was  foon  difperfed  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  Jacobins  j  and  never  folicidng  public  no- 
tice except  when  he  was  called  on  to  anfwer  fome 
inoalpation,  as,  for  inftance,  that  of  being  acceffary 

^  See  Trial  of  the  Queen,  uiifitp,\  Pages,  vol.  i.  p.  418.}  and 
Appendix,  No.  IV. 

c  The  firft  trace  I  find  of  this  accufation  is  his  letter  to  the  conven- 
lion,  r5th  December  179^. 

'  See  theUidories  \  alio  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  ill.  P'  15** 
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to  the  king's  flight,  and  an  abfurd  denunciation  by 
Fauchet,  for  permitting  cartridges  to  be  iflued  in- 
fcribed  with  his  name  as  mayor,  a£^er  his  retreat  i8thjan; 
from  office ;  but  this  malevolent  accufation  was  not 
fanftioried  even  by  the  Jacobin  party  ^ 

But  even  the  unobtrufive  condufl:  of.  Bailly  did  j,  ^ImV 
not  fecufe  his  immunity.     The  republicans  could  not  mitted  to 
forgive ;  the  maffacre  of  the  Champ  de  Mars  v^ras  in-  P"^**"' 
delibly  fixed  in  their  memory,  and  vengeance  fre- 
quently demanded  on  the  head  of  Bailly.     At  length 
Chaumette  denounced  him  to  the  commune  ;  he  wa$ 
fn^tched  from  his  retreat,  and  caft  into  the  prifon  of 
the  Condergerie.     He  bore  his  fate  with  fingular  JJ,^^^'''*' 
fortitude  and  even  gaiety.    Well  acquainted  with  the 
ferocity  of  his  judges,  and  their  contempt  of  forms, 
he  never  indulged  a  delufive  hope  of  acquittal,  and 
therefore  never  permitted  his  fpirits  to  fink  into  ab- 
jeanefs^  or  flutter  with  unavailing  agitation.     lie  ag^^j^eft 
was  cited  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal  as  a  wit-  on  the 
nefs  on  the  trial  of  the  queen,  and  delivered  his  tefti-  J!?|[f "'* 
mony  in  a  manner  which  does  him  honor  ^    His 
examination  was  fo  conduced  that  a  cafual  infpedtion 
would  le^d  the  reader  to  fuppofe  he  was  the  culprit, 
and  not  the  witnefs.     On  his  return  to  the  Con- 
dergerie, which  he  did  not  expeft,  as  he  had  fup- 
pofed  that  his  oil^n  trial  was  coming  on,  he  rubbed 
bis  hands,  and  laid  to  his  companions  with  a  fmile, 
*^  Petit  bon-bomme  vit  encore. — ^The  little  good  man's 
"  alive  yet.'*     He  then  employed  himfelf  in  compo-  Compofc* 
fing  the  memoire  relative  to  his  examination,  which  ^*iJf *" 
Pag^s  informs  us  no  bookfeller  dared  to  expofe,  or 
hawker  to  vend,  and  which,  for  the  curious  illuftra- 
tive  matter  it  contains,  I  have  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix*. ^      ithNor 

At  length  he  was  condemned  to  death,  ^nd  hi^  ^'jyjj^  * 
execution  was  attended  with  peculiar  circumflances  Executed, 

after  great 

^  ^  .  infults  and 

!2^^V^V  cruelties. 

*  Tnai  of  the  queen,  i/W  Juf, 

t  Hifioire  Secrete  de  la  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  4t9» 
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of  barbarity.  He  was  put  in  a  cart  with  his  hand^ 
tied  behind  his  back,  and  drawn  flowly  towards  the 
Champ  de  Mars^  where  the  guillotine  was  efefted 
■  cxprefsly  for  him.  In  the  cart  was  placed  a  red  flag  5 
the  day  was  rainy,  and  during  a  long  and  flow  pro- 
grefs,  this  unfortunate  man  experienced  every  infult 
a  wanton  mob  could  inflift.  They  fpit  on  him,  pelt- 
ed him  with  mud,  ftruck  him,  tore  off  pieces  of  the 
flag,  and  having  drenched  them  in  mud,  dabbed 
them  in  his  face.  On  his  arrival  at  the  Chatnp  de 
Idars^  they  forced  him  to  get  out  of  the  cart,  and 
walk  round  the  field,  overwhelmed  with  infults  and 
cruel  derifions  j  they  next  compelled  him  to  fet  fire 
to  a  pile  on  which  the  red  flag  wa&  burned,  and 
while  it  was  confuming,  plunged  his  head  in  the 
fmoke«  The  guillotine  was  taken  to  pieces  and  re- 
moved to  a  dung-heap  near  the  river,  and  though 
the  unfortunate  ftifferer  was  old  and  feeUe,  the 
pieces  were  piled  on  his  back;  but  his  exhanfled 
frame  Hot  permitting  the  effort  of  carrying  them,  he 
fell  under  the  burden,^  and  mufl  have  perifhed  in  the 
mire,  had  he  not  been  relieved.  His  prefence  of 
mind  never  forfook  him  during  thefe  fevere  trials ; 
he  faw  the  guillotine  erefting,  and  heard  the  abufc 
of  the  populace  without  emotion*  One  of  themj 
intending  to  aggravate  his  miferies^,  exclaimed, 
**  You  tremble,  Bailly.'*— ."  *Tis  with  cold,  then, 
"  my  friend,*'  anfwered  he  with  unruffled  ferenity. 
At  lafl  the  executioner  releafed  him  from  his  agonies. 
Bailly  fell  a  viftim  to  that  licentiouihefs  and  de- 
pravity which  he  himfelf  had  contributed  to  excite 
by  teaching  the  people  that  the  conquefl  of  a  vir- 
tuouS)  beneficent,  and  unreiifting  monarch  was  ^ 
fubjeft  of  exultation,  and  that  the  6th  of  Oftober 
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•»  Sfc  Memoirf«  d'une  Detenu,  p.  53,;  Tableau  des  Prifoni  fo«» 
Robefpierre;  Mifs  WiUiams't  Letters  in  1794^  vol.  i.  p»  *40  J 
fages,  Tol.  i.  p.4»f-  i 

The 


BAILLT':,  i8f 

The  charafter  of  Bailly,  though  not  entitled  toHjsch*. 
applaufe,  does  hot  deferve  unqualified  cenfure.     He  "  **' 
difplayed  great  treachery  in  the  manner  of  afting  the 
Tennis-Court  fcene,  and  behaved  with  wanton  bar- 
barity and  upftart  infoknce  towards  the  royal  fa- 
mily :  Even  when  he  was  aiming  to  reprefs  the  li- 
centioufnefs  of  the  mob,  he  made  a  weak  attempt 
to  obtain  popularity  by  pofting  a  placard  that  the 
riots  of  the  Champ  de  Mars  were  excited  by  the 
ariftocrats  *.     He  was  fo  inflamed  with  the  fpirit  of 
perfecution  which  aftuated  the  philofophers  againft 
pricfts,  that  he  made  flight  oppofition  to  the  dif- 
graceful  infults  offered   by  the  populace   to  well- 
meaning   and  unoflfending  women,   and   even  de;- 
Glared,  that  if  it  depended  on  him,  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion mould  be  annihilated  in  France '^.    .His  refo- 
lute  exertions  to  fupply  the  capital  with  bread  de-. 
monftrate  that  he  would  have  been  ufeful,  had  he 
confined  himfelf  to  his  proper  fpher^.     He  retired 
from  office  impoverifhed  by  the  lofs  of  his  penfion,. 
and  without  an  adequate  provifion;  a  fad  which 
proves   his   integrity  and  difintereftednefs.    Indeed 
irom  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduft,  it  appears  that 
he  fuppofed  himfelf  to  be  labouring  for  a  laudable 
end,   though  he  was  culpably  carelefs  about  the 
means,  and  often  mifled  by  his  vanity,  which  was 
counterbalanced  only  by  a  fmall  (bare  of  judgment. 
His  Hiftory  of  AJironomy  is  highly  commended  ;  he  and  pub- 
alfo  wrote  Letters  on  ancient  and  modem  AJironomy  ;  ^»cai>on«- 
A  Report  on  Mefmerifm  ;  A  Memoir  on  the  Hofpital 
called  th^  Hotel  Dieu  ;  and  was  the  fuppofed  author 
of  a  pamphlet  called  Luxury  is  the  Scourge  of  the 
StatcK  ...    ^ 


» iviercure  PoUtiqiie  du  r8  Fey'  1792. 
^  Barruel's  Hiftory  of  the  Cietgy,  part  i, 
IC8,  &c.  vol.  vi,  p*»3T. 


*  Mercure 

^  Barruel'*  riinoj 

1  Anecdotes,  &c, 
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J  N  the  prefcnt  and  the  following  fketches,  I  pur* 
*  pofe  to  defcribe  the  (late  of  the  prifoners  in  Paris 
during  the  tyranny  of  Robcfpierre,  I  have  chofen 
for  fubjefts  to  introduce  the  narration,  two  men  de- 
cidely  oppofite  in  charafter  and  principle,  though  of 
the  fame  name ;  the  one  keeper  of  the  palace  of  the 
Luxembourg,  at  that  period  converted  into  a  prifon; 
the  other  gaoler,  firft:  of  the  Luxembourg^  afterwards 
of  the  Car?nes.  In  defcribing  the  treatment  of  the 
prifoners,  every  circumftance  or  anecdote  does  not 
literally  apply  to  the  Luxembourg  or  to  the  Carmes; 
but  the  identity  of  name  and  contraft  of  charafter  in 
thefe  two  gaolers,  afford  an  opportunity  of  difplaying, 
in  one  point  of  view,  the  beft  and  worft  periods  of 
detention ;  and  fpare  the  neceffity  of  again  recurring 
to  fo  difagreeable  a  topic  ™. 

*  The  authorities  T  have  confulted  are  contained  in  four  fmall  doo» 
decimo  vclufn^s,  containing  a  variety  of  traces  relating  t«  this  Aibje^, 
intitled  *'  Tableau  des  Prions  fotiS  Roberpicrrfe/^  Of  thefe  fome  are 
anonymous,  fome  avowed,  particularly  a  number  of  faf^s  collefted  by 
B.6a}|  and  "  M'emoires  d*uti  Detenu,  par  Honorc  RioufFc,'*  Mifs  WiU 
lianns^a  Letters  of  1794,  of  which  I  have  alfo  availed  myfclf,  are  prin- 
cipally  compiled  from  thefe  publications ;  all  her  Anecdotes  of  perfons 
4n  th^  Varion 8  prifon s  are  merely  tranflated;  and  in  her  accounts  of 
Briflbt  and  his  co«adjutors,  and  the  general  turn  of  her  political  nar- 
rations and  reflexions,  ihe  has  implicitly  followed  thole  who  came 
into  power  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Robefpierre,  particularly  the 
writers  above  mentioned,  Louvet  and  Freron.  I  have  alfo  derived  in- 
formation from  Montjoyt's  **  Conjnration  de  Robefpierre/*  "  les 
Crimes  de  Robefpierrc  &  de  fes  Principayx  Complices. '•  *«  L'Etat  dc 
la  France  }"  and  "  Suite  de  TEtat  de  la  France,  par  M.  le  Comte  de 
Montgaillard."  "  Tench's  Correfpondencc."  And  "  ARefidenccin 
trance,"  edited  by  J.  GifFord. 

Benoic 
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Benoit  was  a  native  of  the  village  of  Chamberl^n,  Account 
in  the  county  of  Neufchatel  in  Switzerland;  by  re-  ^^^«»«*J 
ligion  a  proteftant.     Before  the  revolution  he  held 
the  poft  of  concierge,  or  keeper  of  the  pahce  of  the  ' 

Luxembourg,  and  after  that  aera  continued  for  fome 
time  in  the  feme  office.  He  Was  upwattds  of  feventy 
years  old;  and  his  generous  and foofhing attentions, 
his  efforts  to  foften  the  lot  and  didipate  the  chagrin 
of  thofe  whoTii  the  tyranny  of  the  times  configned  to 
his  chatge,  procured  him  the  appellation  of  /^  bon 
Benoit.  Under  his  fuperintendance  the  prifonersf 
pafled,  according  to  the  circumflances  which  regu- 
lated the  decrees  of  the  day,  the  golden,  filver,  and 
brazen  ages  of  their  captivity  ;  they  experienced  the 
iron  age  under  the  dominion  of  his  name-fake  and 
his  compeers. 

The  Luxembourg  was,  at  firft,  ufed  as  a  prifon  his  huma- 
for  the  deputies  of  the  convention  accufed  of  fede-  J^j^Jj/"},*^ 
ralifm ;  but  after  paffing  the  law  which  ordained  the  prifoners. 
arreftation  of  ex-nobles,  the  relations  of  emigrants,  &c. 
it  became  a  place  of  detention ;  at  firft  for  the  fu- 
perior  order  of  fufpefted  perfons,  afterwards  for  them 
and  fans-culottes  indifcrinrinately.     A  gteat  party  of 
the  Englifh  were  alfo  confined  there. 

The  firrt:  night  of  then*  arrival  the  prifoners  were 
obliged  to  accommodate  themfelves  as  they  could. 
They  had  no  beds ;  the  ladies  ftretched  their  tender 
limbs  oh  the  rough  floor,  covered  only  with  cloaks, 
great-coats,  and  fuch  conveniences  as  could  be  im- 
mediately  procured  ;  while  the  gentlemen  nodded  in 
chairs,  or  lay  down  on  the  bare  boards.  After- 
wards they  were  provided,  by  order  of  the  legifla- 
ttlre,  with  a  flock  bed,  mattrafs,  and  bolflcr. 

Tlie  humane  Benoit  abated  mueh  of  the  difagi'ee- 
ablencfs  of  their  fituation  by  his  judicious  mode  of 
diftributing  the  prifoners  into  apartments,  which  he 
did  with  a  feeKng  regard  fo  age,  ftation  in-  Kfe, 
country,  and  even  cauiai  prepoffeffitim  The  pri- 
foners, thus  afibciatcd,  foon  formed  fuch  regulations 
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as  enabled  them  to  be  cleanly  without  interfereBce 
or  compuliion^  and  prevented  thofe  who  wet^  ifXQft 
unruly  from  dlAurbing  the  others. 
I  The  morning  was  devoted  to  fuch  bufinefs  as  the 

nature  of  their  fituation  required.     The  prifoners 
fwept  the  rooms,   made  the  beds,  ^nd  performed 
ether  domeftic  duties.     Thefe  occupations,  if  th^y 
provoked  regret  when  compared  with  the  elegapce 
of  preceding  years,   were  yet  of  ufe  in  difpelling 
ennui^  and  giving  fome  energy  to  aftion.    At  firft, 
the  prifoners  were  permitted,  according  to  their  cir- 
cumftances,  to  order  dinners  from  theu^  own  hotels, 
or  from  the  tavern;  thofe  whofe  penury  did  not 
aflford  fuch  gratification,  were  fed  gratuitoufly  by 
their  more  opulent  aflbciates.     In  the  afternoon, 
they  received  the  vifits  of  their  friends  and  relations } 
not  in  their  own  apartments,  but  in  a  common  room, 
where,  as  the  difpofition  of  the  parties  or  their  ex;- 
temal  connexions  led  them,  they  formed  lively  or 
folemn  groups  j  fome  repeating  with  the  loud  laugh 
and  airy  gefUcuIation  of  thoughtlefs  hilarity,  the 
-    jocular  petulancies  which  their  fituation  excited,  and 
"  making  villainous  jejis   at    their  own    undoing" 
Some  indulged  the  tranfporting  fenfations   arifing 
from  the  punftual  difplay  of  matrimonial,  filial,  and 
fraternal  aflfeftion ;  confecratmg  by  experience  the 
maxims  of  genuine  philofophy,  and  difplaying  the 
calm  fortitude  of  minds  unruffled  by  guilt.     Others, 
giving  way  to  more  gloomy  thoughts,  lamented,  in 
pathetic  terms,  their  loft  honours,  difmantled  caftles, 
plundered  coffers ;    regretted  the  divulfion  of  the 
matrimonial  tie,  recently  knit,  and  its  felicities  in 
their  moft  captivating  and  impreffive  aera.     Parties 
were  made  for  the  eveaing,  at  which,  as  the  inclina- 
tion of  the  company  prevailed,  tea,  cards,  extem- 
pore compofition,  fcandal,  mufic,  or  gallantry,  be- 
guiled the  paffmg  hour.     Gallantry  gained  fo  ftrong 
ground  at  the  Luxembourg,  as  to  make  that^  prifon 
the  talk  of  Paris  j  the  French  writer  in  defcribing  it 
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fcys,  **  L^ amour  avait  le  flus  de  part  dam  le  choltc 
?'  desfocietes.  Les  Anglatfes^  moins  vives,  mats  attjjt 
*'  tendres  que  les  Fran^aifesy  fe  rangerent  a  leur  toitr 
**  fous  les  drapeaux  de  la  galanterie**  This  circum- 
fiance  drew  on  them  the  reproaches  of  the  admini- 
ftrators  of  the  commune  in  terms  too  grofs  for  repe-  - 
tition.  The  vifits  of  thefe  adminiftrdtors,  ordinarily 
felefted  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  and  chaiac- 
terifed  by  the  vulgar  infolence,  the  filth,  the  lan- 
guage, and  the  fentiments  of  Cordeliers,  was  the 
great  fource  of  terror  to  the  prifoners  during  the  firll 
fliort  period  of  their  captivity,  which  may  be  termed 
their  Golden  Age. 

The  increafmg  number  of  prifoners,  which,  Mifs 
Williams  fays,  a  fingle  week  augmented  from  one 
hundred  to  a  thoufand ",  produced  regulations  not 
favourable  to  the  comforts  of  the  parties.  Benoit 
continued  his  benevolent  regulations  in  point  of 
affociation,  and  the  amufements  of  the^  evening  wei:e 
ftill  permitted  ;  but  the  number  of  fans-culottes  was 
much  increafed,  and  became  burdenfome  ;  the  vifits 
of  the  adminiftrators  became  more  frequent,  the^r 
manners  more  haughty,  and  their  commands  more 
capricious.  Sonletimes,  from  a  pretended  love  of  . 
equality,  they  would  order  a  total  change  of  apart- 
ments ;  fometimes  a  perfeft  equalization  of  diet ; 
with- fever al  other  vexatious  reftridlions  which  the 
forbearance  of  the  poorer  prifoners,  who  were  called 
pailleux^  or  ftraw-Iodgers,  could  with  difficulty  pre- 
vent from  being  carried  into  execution*  A  ftill  more 
afiliaing  regulation  was  that  which  prevented  the 
accefs  of  perfons  out  of  doors. 

This  deftroyed  many  hopes  and  many  fenlations 
of  pleafure ;  but  ftill  they  occafionally  prefented 
themfelves  in  the  gardens ;  and  looks  and  attitudes 
conveyed  thofe  fentiments  which  the  parties  were 
forbidden  to  utter.   Still  the  journals  of  the  day  were 
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allowed ;  and  the  prifoncrs  flill  enjoyed  the  Kberty 
of  purchafing  or  procuring  fiich  provifions  as 
they  liked  J  and  the  liberalities  of  their  friends  were 
faithfully  conveyed  to  them.  On  the  whole,  this 
period  might  be  called  their  Siher  Age. 

The  progref&  of  the  revolutionary  government 
brought  with  it  additional  rigours  and  difquietudes. 
The  prifons  became  crowded  with  fpres,  who  I'en- 
•  dered  fociety  fufpicious  and  unfafe,  threw  danger 
into  the  innoxious  meetings  of  the  evening,  which 
tended  to  their  fuppreflion ;  and,  during  the  day,  be- 
haved to  the  ex-nobles,  the  aged,  and  the  priefts, 
with  fuch  turbulent  violence,  as  to  render  their  re- 
treat into  their  own  rooms  the  only  means  of  avoid- 
ing rudenefs  and  perfonal  injury.  AH  communication 
froin  without  was  forbid ;  the  confined  were  no 
longer  permitted  to  look  through  the  windows  to- 
wards the  gardens  to  receive  the  diftant  falutatrons 
of  their  friends ;  they  could  neither  write  nor  receive 
letters  but  under  the  infpeftion  of  officers  appointed 
for  that  purpofe ;  they  were  forbid  to  communicate 
with  each  other  except  in  public  ;  and  the  privilege 
of  fending  to  a  tavern,  or  to  their  own  houfes  for 
viftuals,  was  refufed  them.  A  traiteur  was  eftabliftied 
in  the  houfe,  who  fold,  at  an  enormous  price,  adul- 
terated wine,  bad  meat,  and  garden-fluff  which  fit- 
mine  could  not  tempt  or  compel  a  perfon  to  touch. 
A  law  was  at  length  made,  by  which  the  admmi- 
ffrators  of  the  police  were  direfted  to  take  from  the 
fufpefted  prifoners,  all  goods  of  a  certain  defcrzption; 
as  knives,  razors,  fciffars,  and  in  general,  every 
thing  metallic ;  and  all  money  and  a:ffignats,  amount- 
ing  in  value  to  upwards  of  fifty  llvres  (2  /.  3  s.  9  c/.). 
This  order  produced  a  fearch  which  was  condufted 
in  a  manner  difgufting  to  the  male,  and  infupport- 
able  to  the  female  prifoners ;  and  in  which  rapacity, 
immod^fty,  and  the  coarfeft  brutality  were  com^ 
bined.  This  privation  took  from  the  captives  the 
plcafure  of  affifting  the  pailleuii^  and  inforcing  their 

good 
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good  behaviour  by  afts  of  munificence.     It  took 
n-om  the  rich  the  fatisfaftion  they  had  often  enjoyed 
of  aiding  thofe  who  had  been  confined,  and  whofe 
innocence  was  at  length  acknowledged,  in  re-eftablifli* 
ing  themfelves  in  the  world,   and  carrying  hom6 
happinefs  and  eafe   to  their   defponding   families. 
The   prifoners   now  trembled  for  their   fate,   and 
dreaded  another  fecond  of  September.  Every  day  fome 
new  feverides  were  announced,  or  fonte  new  mortifica* 
lions  to  be  endured.     Wilcheritz,  the  adminiftfator, 
Vffho  had  prefided  at  the  robbery,  called  a  vifitation, 
added,  by  his  myflrerioufnefs,  to  their  terrors.     When 
they  inquired  at  what  time  their  property  would  be 
reftored,  he  anfwered,  "  When  there  is  a  peace." 
When  they  requefted  of  him  to  let  them  have  the 
journals     to    know    the    ftate    of    public    affairs, 
"  Patience ;"  he  would  cry ;  "  Juftice  is  juft  ;  this 
*'  durance  will  not  endure ;  patience  °."     One  ex- 
traordinary circumftance  attended  this  privation  of 
property,  namely,  that  the  mechanics  were  permitted 
to  have  their  tools  to  work  with  all  day ;  and  the 
barbers  their  razors  to  fhave  the  prifoners,  on  con- 
dition that  they  reftored  them  to  the  turnkey  at 
night.'    The  promife  that  the  money  fhould  be  re- 
ftored to  the  owners  was  never  meant  to  be  per- 
formed, as  there  was  no  inventory  made,  or  any  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  fums  which  had  been   taken 
away ;  and  mofl:  of  the  perfons  plundered  were  in- 
tended to  be  guillotined  without  delay. 

*  Wilcheritz  was  a  Pole  by  birth,  and  coblcr  by  trade  5  made, 
during  the  reign  of  Robefpierre,  an  adininilhaior  of  pjlice  5  in  which 
employ  he  exerciledj  at  the  prifon  of  the  Luxembourg,  the  n.oit  in- 
jatiate  rapacity,  accompanied  with  the  utmott  aggravations  of  plebeian 
infolcnce.  He  robbed,  infulted,  and  threatened  the  prifoners  without 
mercy  or  refervey  taking  from  them  their  money,  jewels,  cutlery,  and 
every  thing  made  of  mctaJ,  even  large  pins.  He  made  himfelf  as 
ndiculous  by  his  ignorance  and  oftentation,  as  heivasdetellable  for  his 
conduct  ,in  other  particulars.  He  fell  with  his  patron,  being  guillo- 
tined foon  after  the  18th  of  July  17441  as  an  accomplice  of  Robc- 
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Bfnoif'f  ^  fl,Qj.|.  fij^Q  before  this  vifitation,  Benoit^  the 
icmov^.  tutelary  angel  of  the  prifoners,  was  removed.  A 
man  named  Lenain,  immenfely  rich,  who  was  con- 
fined in  the  Luxembourg,  had  married  his  daughter 
to  the  fon  of  one  of  the  fi-dev^nt  gardes-du-corft^ 
An  ex-noble  having,  when  at  the  point  of  death, 
given  to  Lenain  a  power  of  receiving  a  fum  of  money 
due  to  him,  Lenain  expreffed  a  defire  to  tranfmit 
the  inftrument  to  his  fon-in-law ;  and  for  that  pur- 
ppfc  gave  it  to  Bendit,  and  took  his  written  receipt. 
Benoit,  as  his  duty  required,  immediately  feat  no^ 
tice  of  the  tranfadion  to  the  public  accufer ;  and 
Lenain,  hoping  to  obtain  his  liberty  by  the  ruin  of 
tlie  worthy  gaoler,  fent  his  receipt  to  the  committee 
of  public  fafety,  who  immediately  iffued  a  warrant 
for  apprehending  him.  He  was  carried  away  to  an- 
other gaol,  and  feals  put  on  his  efFeds.  His  family 
took  an  affefting  farewell  of  the  prifoners,  to  whom 
they  were  defervedly  dear ;  and  whofe  regret  at  his 
lofs  was  daily  and  hourly  excited  by  the  brutality  of 
his  fucceffor.  His  innocence  was  manifefted  on  his 
trial  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal ;  but  as  the 
goodncfs  of  his  heart  was  a  perpetual  libel  on  thofe 
in  power,  he  was  not  reftored  to  his  office  till  after 
the  death  of  Robefpierre ;  when  the  united  teftimony 
of  numberlefs  prilbners  procured  him  that  refpeft 
which  is  due  to  virtue  in  every  ftation,  but  more 
particularly  when  difplayed  at  great  perfonal  rift, 
and  in^  an  occupation  where  the  contrary  is  fo  fre^ 
quently  found  as  to  be  generally  expefted. 
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npHlS    man    had    been,  an  executioner    under  Account 
-*   Collet  d'Herbois,  at  Lyons,  and,  in  that  exe- "^^  ^•"^'^' 
crable  employ,  acquitted  himfelf  fo   much  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  his  patron,  that,  foon  after  the  dif- 
ttiiflion  of  the  good  Benoit,  he  was  appointed  keeper 
of  the  Luxembourg,  to  which  office  he  fuperadded 
thofe  of  fpy  and  informer.     It  is  lefs  the  objeft  of 
this  effay  to  difplay  the  individual  aftions  of  this 
mifcreant,  than  the  fufFerings'and  general  ftate  of 
the    prifoners   during    the  Iron  Age,    an    sera  in 
which  he  was  a  diftihguifhed  aftor.     Although  fome  General 
of  the  defcriptions  are  taken  from  particular  prifons,  [^*"*^.^/** 
yet,  divefted  of  their  localities,  they  apply  in  general  fon^*" 
to  all  the  gaols  at  Paris  during  the  plenitude  of  Ro* 
befpierre's  power.     A  prifoner  whofe  fetters  were 
knocked  oflf  by  the  revolution  of  the  28th  of  July 
1794,  fays,   "  In  all  the  prifons  where  1  have  been 
•*  confined  I  have  always  obferved  the  fame  s^bufes, 
**  always  experienced  the  fame  uneafinefs,  the  fame 
"  conftraint.     It  is  hardly  poffible  to  conceive  an 
**  adequate  idea  of  the  hard-heartednefs  and  apathy 
*'  of  the  gaolers,  the  grinding  rapacity  of  the  at- 
**  tendants  and  fervants,  the  treacherous  obfervancy 
*•  of  the  fpies,  the  repeated  oppofitions  to  the  mofl 
**  trifling  requefts,  and  the  continual  fubjeftion  to 
"  a  minute  and  unprofitable  vigilance.     No  com- 
**  munication  out  of  doors,  no  news  public  or  pri- 
"  vate ;  kept  in  ignorance  ev^n  of  the  fucceffes  of 
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"  the  arms  of  our  ^country,  and  even  of  the  exi/l- 
\  *'  ence  of  thofe  moft  near  and  dear  to  us  by  con- 
*^  fanguinity  and  attachment.  Not  a  word  of  peace 
"  or  confolation  within  ;  infulted,  threatened,  with- 
**  out  caufe,  by  adminiftrators  intoxicated  with  win& 
^^  and  pride ;  fubjefted  to  their  caprices,  and  to 
**  thofe  of  their  creatures,  the  gaolers ;  transferred 
**  from  place  to  place  to  humour  the  whims  of  any 
**  of  them ;  dragged  from  prifon  to  prifon,  amidft 
**  the  hootings  and  inveftives  of  a  deluded  mob ;  no 
"  relief  for  the  iodigent,  either  in  the  moft  neceflary 
*'  articles  of  clothing,  or  in  medicines  if  they  hap- 
"  peaed  to  be  ill." 
Number  of  The  aftivitv  of  the  agents  of  tyranny  tended  in 
priioners.  j^  ^iqji  aftonifliing  manner  to  populate  thefe  abodes 
of  defpair.  From  every  corner  of  France  vidims 
were  daily  fent  to  the  Conciergerie.  It  was  filled 
by  the  aftivity  of  the  miffionaries  in  tl^e  departments, 
and  the  adminiftrators  in  Paris,  and  emptied  by 
the  maffacrc  of  its  unfortunate  tenants,  or  their 
transfer  into  other  houfes  of  confinement.  To  this 
t  place  women  without  number  were  brought,  without 

refpeft  to  their  fex  or  to  the  ftate  of  pregnancy, 
for  which  the  moft  fanguinary  favages  generally 
retain  fome  fympathy.  They  were  brought  in  loaded 
with  fetters,  and  fometimes  even  with  a  collar  of 
iron  about  their  necks,  fatigued,  aftoniOied,  and  dif- 
pirited.  Some  fainted  at  the  fight  of  their  dungeon, 
and  "were  carried  in  the  arms  of  brutal  turnkeys,  who 
l^iughed  ^t  their  condition ;  fome  were  diflblved  iu 
unavailing  tears,  fome  frozen  into  a  ftate  of  torpid 
ftupefaftion,  the  harbinger  of  madnefs. 
The  Con-  The  Conciergerie,  during  the  old  government, 
cicrgerie.  ^as  a  ptifoi^  fo.r  the  worft  malefaftors  ;  with  whom 
it  was  fhared,  under  the  revolutionary  government, 
by  thofe  \vho  were  arrefted  as  fufpefted,  or  had  been 
condenjined  by  the  ^dreadful  tribunal,  and.  were 
awaiting  the  execution  of  their  fentence.  Its  cells 
jire  fubterraneous  j  over  them  are  Ihops  and  walks 
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.  where-  the  gaiety  and  pj-ofiafion  of  all  comers  m^r]k 
in  ftrong  colours  the  contrafted  woes  and  penury 
of  the  unfortunate  prifoners.     Four  wickets,  at  fmall    ^ 
diftances  from  each  other,  fecured  the  entrance  to 
this  horrible  prifon,  each  guarded  by  wretches  taken 
from  the  dregs  of  vulgar  brutality ;  difgufting  frorn 
vice,  filth,  and  inebriety,  and  fpeaking  a  language 
peculiar  to  their  occupation,  in  Englifh  cdlledjflang. 
Between  the  two  firft  doors  the  pruoner  was  intro- 
duced to  the  turnkey,  who,  attended  by  fome  myr- 
midons, e:^amined  his  features,  gave  orders  for  his 
reception,  and  paffed  him  on  through  the  other 
wickets.      The  place  in  which  prifoners  were  at  firft 
lodged,  was  called  xh^fouriciere^  or  moufe-trap,  a 
dungeon  impervious  to  the  rays  of  the  fun,  and  ex- 
haling an  infefti.ous  odour,  jfrom  the  accumulated 
filth   of  perfons   who   had   previoufly  occupied  it. 
The  ftraw  provided  for  a  bed,  was  rotten  with  damp 
and  filthy  and  the  rats  ate  the  flioes,  the  clothes,  and 
even  the  flefh  of  the  unhappy  tenant.     In  this  in- 
fernal abode  they  were  fometimes  left  for  thirty-fix 
or  forty-eight  hours,  without  relief,  without  commu- 
nication, and  without  food.     They  were  afterwards 
transferred  to  fome  other  chamber,  or  to  a  different 
prifon.     The  diftinftion  of  apartments  in  the  Con- 
ciergerie  was  made  by  the  terms  a  la  pijiole^  in  the 
ftraw,  or  in  the  dungeons.     The  firft  fet  "were  de- 
nominated from    the    monthly  price  paid  for    a 
wretched  bed ;  the  others  were  only  diftinguiihed 
from  each  other  by  this,  that  thofe  in  the  ftraw  were 
turned  out  pf  their  apartments  between  eight  and 
nine  in  the  morning,  and  not  permitted  to  re-enter 
them  till  about  an  hour  before  fun-fet,  while  thofe 
in  the  dungeons  were  confined  all  day.     The  accu- 
cumvilation  of  prifoners  was  alike  in  all;  the  in- 
creafing    rigor    of   the   revolutionary  government 
caufed  arreftations  fo  numerous,  that  many  perfons 
could  not  find  room  in  the  cells,  and  were  obliged 
to  take  up  their  abode  in  the  galleries.    The  whole 
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prifbity  from  crou'd,  dirt,  want  of  air,  and  other 
mcommodities,  was  fo  unwholefome,  that  the  con- 
fined fell  ill  and  died  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  exceed 
credibility. 
Rapacity  If  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  conveyed  to 
•^  ****  another  prifon,  they  altered  their  ftate  foniewhat,  but 
*^  *"'  not  much,  for  the  better.  At  their  arrival,  the  gaoler 
a(ked  them  in  a  rough  voice,  "  Have  yoti  got  any 
"  Bells  ?'*  a  cant  word  for  money.  If  angered  in  the 
affirmative,  he  provided  a  fmall  ciftem  for  water,  k 
mug,  and  two  or  three  cracked  plates,  for  which  he 
cxafted  three  times  their  original  coft.  If  the  prifoner 
had  no  money,  he  was  told,  "  So  much  the  worfe  for 
*'  you.  Citizen,  you'll  get  nothing  for  nothing  here." 
He  was  in  that  cafe  obliged  to  part  with  any  thmg  of 
value  which  he  poflefled  at  a  price  extremely  reduced, 
to  pay  for  the  trifles  above-mentioned,  at  an  exor- 
bitant rate.  For  example,  a  perfoji  gave  a  gold 
ring  which  coft  a  hundred  crowns  (12/.  loj.)  for 
twenty-five  livrcs,  (lA  is.  loid.)  which  barely  paid 
for  the  neceffaries  furniflied  by  the  rapicious  gaoler ; 
and  this  was  only  before  the  law  took  place  au- 
thorizing their  fearch  and  robbery  ;  after  that  every 
thing  they  had  was  taken  from  them.  A  place  was 
then  allotted,  perhaps  in  a  room  already  full,  but  the 
prifoner  was  told  for  his  confolation,  that  a  flock-bed 
might  be  placed  any  where. 
Divifion  of  The  day  was  thus  divided  :  one  hour  at  table,  for 
the  day.      they  had  but  one  meal,  three  hours  of  recreation, 

and  twenty  clofe  confinement. 
Their  This  meal,  inftead  of  being  a  pleafurc,  was  mctely 

Tiauali.  ^£  ^^g  ^Q  prolong  a  wretched  and  precarious  exift- 
ence.  The  introduftion  of  any  food  from  without 
was  ftriftly  forbid ;  a  table  was  eftabliflied  in  the 
prifon,  at  which  the  confined'  fed  a  la  gamellCy  catch 
as  catch  can  ;  about  a  hundred  plates  were  fet  at  a 
table  covered  with  three  difhes ;  the  prifoners,  de- 
prived of  their  knives  and  forks,  were  obliged  to 
tear  the  meat  with  their  fingers,  and  their  whole 
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fuftenance  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  fo  much 
as  they  could  referve  from  this  fcanty  and  difgufting 
meal,  a  little  bread  and  water.  The  legiflature  al- 
lowed to  each  individual  but  fifty  fols  a-day  for  food, 
which,  according  to  the  price  of  provifions  in  Paris,, 
afforded  a  miferable  fubfiftence,  and  was  rendered 
ftill  worfe  by  the  rapacity  of  the  traiteurs.  In  fome 
of  the  prifons  they  gave  half  a  bottle  of  adulterated 
wiQe,  a  difh  of  French  beans  dewed  in  {linking 
greafe  or  tallow,  a  fait  herring,  rotten  and  worm- 
eaten  ;  in  fome  a  little  putrefcent  meat,  and  vegetables 
full  of  dirt,  hair,  and  worms.  Two  perfons,  who 
fince  the  fall  of  Robefpierre  have  written  narratives 
of  their  imprifonment,  have  not  fcrupled  to  aver, 
what  certainly  ought  to  be  repeated  with  diffidence, 
and  the  utmoft  caution  employed  before  it  gains 
credit,  that  the  facrifices  of  the  guillotine  fupplied  the 
repaft  of  the  prtfoners:  This  affertion  is  corroborated 
by  one  of  thefe  authors,  by  an  exprefs  and  pointed 
ftatement,  that  when  a  fufpicion  of  the  faft  was 
mentioned  to  Hali,  the  keeper  of  the  prifon  DupleJ/isj 
he  laughed  extravagantly,  and  called  it  a  difh  of 
ci'devantlJ  All  narrators  agree,  that  during  this 
period  their  bread  was  abominable,  their  wine 
adulterated,  their  meat  and  fifli  full  of  maggots,  and 
their  garden-ftufF  bad  of  its  kind,  ill  drefTed,  and  full 
of  dirt.  To  complain  was  not  only  ufelefs  but 
dangerous ;  a  murmur  produced  ill  ufage,  threats  of 
clofer  confinement,  or  of  a  transfer  to  a  worfe  prifon : 
if  the  complainants  were  numerous,  they  were  de- 
nounced to  the  adminiftrators  as  having  formed  9 
confpiracy  ;  and  a  youth  of  fixteen  is  actually  faid  to 
have  been  fent  to  the  guillotine  as  a  confpirator,  for 
having  petulantly  expreffed  diffatisfaftion  that  his 
fait  herring  was  rotten  and  full  of  worms.  Even 
before  the  ftrifl;  regulation  took  place,  which  pre- 
vented the  introduftion  of  provifions  from  without, 
they  were  far  from  comfortable ;  if  they  fent  to  .a 
tavern  for  a  fricaflee,  the  turnkeys  would  take  up  a 
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leg  or  a  wing,  and  if  the  bearer  remonftrated  that 
the  piece  would  be  miffed,  fometimes  contented 
themielves  with  fucking  off  the  fauce,  and  dipping 
their  fingers  in  what  remained  in  the  difh;  fafts 
which  they  took  no  pains  to  conceal  from  the 
prifoner.  The  fruit  which  was  fent  by  their  friends, 
or  which  they  contrived  to  purchafe  at  almoft  its 
weight  in  gold,  paffed  through  the  hands  of  thofe 
harpies,  who  never  failed  to  diminifh  the  quantity, 
without  fear  of  reproach  or  even  of  remonftrance. 
Treatment  This  treatment  produced  a  general  ftate  of  ill* 
ofthcfick.  health;  moft  of  the  prifons  were  crowded  with 
lick  ;  fome  of  them  had  no  'infirmary,  and  in  them 
the  cafe  of  the  prifoners  was  truly  dreadful ;  they 
could  not,  without  great  expence  and  an  exprefs  applii- 
cation  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety,  attended  with 
much  delay,  obtain  a  phyfician ;  and  the  moft  ordinary 
drugs  were  not  procured  without  fimilar  expence  and 
delay.  All  this  while  the  patient  lay  on  his  bed  of  ftraw 
in  a  crowded  room,  exhaling  peftilence,  and  without 
fuccour.  Where  there  was  an  infirmary,  or  m  the 
national  hofpital,  the  fate  of  the  fick  was  not  much 
ameliorated :  the  hofpital  differed  nominally  rather 
than  really  from  a  prifon  ;  the  walls  were  bare  and 
damp,  the  windows  fmall,  and  the  bars  fo  thick  and 
fo  traverfed  as  to  exclude  the  air.  The  patients, 
without  regard  to  the  difference  of  their  complaints, 
were  placed  two  in  a  bed.  The  phyficians,  chofen 
not  on  account  of  their  knowledge,  but  on  a  certifi- 
cate from  their  feftion  that  they  were  genuine  fans- 
■fuhttes^  adminiftcred  their  panacea,  the  tifane^  barley 
water,  without  variation  or  confidering  of  the  caufe 
or  ftate  of  the  diforden  When  the  want  of  drugs 
•was  reprefented  to  one  of  the  adminiftrators ; 
«  Well,  well,''  he  anfwered,  *«  we  (hail  have 
**  fome  of  the  apothecaries  guillotined  foon,  and 
*^  then  you  will  have  plenty.**  Death  made  the 
moft  frightful  ravages,  his  vidims  were  numerous 
beyond  calculation :  it  is  hardly  neceffary  to  fuppofe, 
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as  one  narritor  has  done,  and  fupported  it  with 
feme  cogent  inftances,  arifmg  within  his  own  obfer- 
vation,  that  it  was  part  of  the  fyftem  of  the  day  to 
get  rid  of  great  numbers  of  the  prifoners  by  poifon  ; 
the  regimen  above  defcribed  carries  in  itfetf  certain 
and  almoft  inevitable  deftruftion,  without  the  necef- 
fity  of  recurring  to  laudanum  or  aconite. 

The  following  extraft  from  MontgjuUard  ^;^  gives  Barbinty 
an  account  of  the  general  fituation  of  the  prifoners,  °^  go»«rn* 
which  cannot  be  perufed  without  fentiments  of  ab- 
horrence. ''  For  thefe  four  months  the  prifoners 
"  have  been  forbid  all  communication  with  man- 
"  kind.  They  experience  the  moft  barbarous  treat- 
*'  ment,  and  the  coarfe  food  now  allowed,  and  the 
"  privation  of  which  is  often  threatened,  is  examined 
"  by  commiffioners  from  the  committee  of  public 
**  fsifety,  and  thrown  in  through  openings  which 
"  are  afterwards  carefully  fhut.  Women  with  child 
"  have  died  in  the  Englifh  convent,  now  a  prifon, 
"  in  the  rue  des  Fojjfes  St.  Vi6lor^  in  the  Luxem- 
"  bourg,  and  in  the  grand  Carmesy  for  want  of  the 
*'  relief  neceflary  in  their  condition.  ^Tisfomuch 
**  trouble  faved  to  the  executioner j  faid  Billaud  Va* 
"  rennes,  when  he  was  afked  to  order  a  phyfician 
"  for  the  prifons.  In  one  fingle  chamber  forty  per- 
"  fons  are  confined.  Many  have  petitioned  the 
"  committee  of  public  fafety  and  the  public  accufer 
"  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  to  fend  them  to  the 
"  fcaffold.  Couthon  wrote  the  following  anfwer 
"  on  one  of  thefe  petitions.  Woman^  (citoyenne,) 
"  you  have  not  yet  been  long  enough  in  ajituation  that 
"  nmkes  you  wijbfor  death.^* 

Their  fources  of  confolation  were  few  and  fubjeft  Amuft. 
to  many  interruptions.     In  one  prifon  they  ufed  to  JJ'^^Jj^^ 
meet  in  the  evening  in  a  common-room,  and  fit  at  fonfrj! 
a  long  table;  the  ladies  amufed  themfelves  with  works 
appropriate  to  their  fex  j  every  one  brought  a  light, 
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fome  of  the  gentlemen  read,  fome  painted,  but  a 
profound  filence  was  ufually  obferved.     After  fup- 
per,  till  tiine  o'clock,  they  amufed  themfelves  wirh 
the   recitation   of   poetry,    compofed  by   the  pri- 
foners,  with  fongs  and  mufic.  '  TheincresLfe  of  num- 
bers, additional  feverities,  and  the  daily  murder  of 
fome  of  their  companions,  occafionally  embittered 
their  meetings ;  yet  they  ftill  continued  to  amufe 
themfelves,  in  fpite  of  privations,  dangers,  and  ter- 
rors.    Frequent  repetition  rendered  them  almoft  in- 
different even  to  the  lofs  of  their  companions.    A 
perfon  .who  had  been  fifteen  months  confined  in  the 
Conciergerie,  informed  major  Tench,    that  during 
that  time  he  faw  one  hundred  and  fixty-feven  perfons 
go  out  of  his  room  to  the  guillotine.     He  defcribed 
almoft  all  thefe  viftims  as  fo  confcious  of  their  in- 
nocence, and  fo  reconciled  to  their  fate,  that  nothing 
but  refignation,  indifference,  and  levity    prevailed 
throughout  the  prifon.     It  was  cuftomary  to  warn 
on  the  preceding  evening  thofe  who  were  to  be  tried 
the  next  day  ;  and  by  a  regulation  made  among 
themfelves,  the  party  to  be  tried  gave  a  fupper  on 
that  night  to  the  whole  room ;  and  if  he  was  fpared 
for  the  prefent  and  remanded  back,  he  was  in  re- 
turn treated  with  a  dinner  at  their  joint  expence. 
The  dinner  entertainments  were  few  indeed ;  but 
the  fuppers  extremely  frequent  ^. 

In  another  prifon  where  the  confinement  was 
clofer,  they  amufed  themfelves  at  midnight  by  the 
light  of  one  fingle  taper,  with  a  mock  reprefentation 
of  the  revolutionary  tribunal :  fome  reprefented 
judges,  fome  the  jury;  they  had  a  public  accufer; 
the  culprits  were  found  guilty  of  courfe,  and  guillo- 
tined by  a  contrivance  of  one  of  their  beds.  The 
public  acctifer  himfelf  was  at  laft  depofed,  tried,  and 
executed  ;  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  related  the  horri- 
ble punilhnients  which   he  fuffered  in  the  other 
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world,  and  which  awaited  the  judges  and  jurors. 
'thok  au  fecnt  (in  clofe  confinement)  contrived  to 
hold  a  club  by  a  circuitious  communication  from  cell 
to  cell,  finding  means,  notwithftanding  the  thicknefs 
of  the  walls,  to  be  heard  from  one  dungeon  to  tlie 
other.  The  difclofure  of  news  was  forbid,  but  now 
and  then  a  more  humane  gaoler  or  guard  would  i|i  a 
whifper  communicate  forae  public  event,  the  know- 
ledge of  which  might  be  fuppofed  agreeable  to  his 
hearers :  this  was  reported  again  with  caution,  in 
ambiguous  terms,  fuch  as,  /  dreamt  fo  andfo ;  and 
when  it  was  fo  public  that  it  might  be  mentioned 
without  fufpicion,  they  celebrated  it  in  poetic  com- 
pofitions,  fongs,  &c.  Such  were,  the  re-conqueft  of 
Toulon,  the  fucceffes  of  the  armies  in  general,  and 
the  feaft  in  honor  of  the  Supreme  Being,  from  which 
the  prifoners  formed  the  moft  flattering  hopes. 

Thefe  enjoyments  fplely  counterbalanced  a  life  Striancr* 
embittered  with  daily  increafing  cruelty.  They  were  o^t^^^^P**'- 
furrounded  with  fpies,  who  endeavoured  by  afts  of 
the  moft  brutal  infolence  to  force  them  to  complain ; 
and  if  they  did  not  fucceed,  invented  circumftances 
they  could  not  occafion,  rather  than  fail  in  gratifying 
their  employers.  This  rendered  communication  in-  * 
fecure,  and  added  a  terrible  reftraint  to  thofe  under 
which  they  already  laboured.  The  language  of  their 
gaolers  often  led  them  to  dread  another  maflacre 
like  that  of  September  1792,  and  harafled  them  by 
continual  fears ;  which  were  reinforced  by  the  ex- 
cavations made  in  yards  of  moft  of  the  prifons  at  the 
fame  period.  The  gaolers  pretended  they  were 
meant  for  fefs-pools  ;  but  the  prifoners  feared  they 
were  defigned  for  their  graves.    * 

When  they  retired  to  their  cells,  by  virtue  of  the  Horrors  of 
compulfory  edidt  for  their  feparation,  their  miferies  ^^  "'8^** 
were  not  terminated ;  the  only  cries  in  the  ftreets 
which  were  permitted  near  the  walls,  were  thofe 
calculated  to  infpire  hprror.     In  the  night  a  fiend  of 
03  a  woman. 
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a  woman,  with  a  piercing  voice,  would  cry,  "  A  lift 
**  of  the  fifty  or  threefcore  perfons  who  drew  prizes 
"  to-day  in  the  lottery  of  the  guillotine."    If  the 
butchery  had  been  lefs  numerous,  (he  would  fay, 
"  A  lift  of  the  twenty  or  five-and-twenty  ariftocrats 
**  who  were  guillotined  to-day ;  I  hope  the  number 
**  will  be  greater  to-morrow."    Sometimes  in  the- 
middle  of  the  night  the  bell  was  rung,  and  all  the 
prifoners  fummoned  into  the  yard,  where  admini- 
.  ftrators,  by  torch-light,  attended  by  guards,  waited 
with  a  lift  of  perfons  to  be  carried  in  carts  to  other 
prifons  for  detention,  or  to  the.  Conciergerie,  till  they 
Ihould  be  tried.     Thefe  transfers  were  effefted  with 
the  utmoft  brutality;    age,  fex,  or  fituation  pro- 
cured  no  compaffion.    A  lady  near  her  time  of 
lying-in,  terrified  by  the  bell,  from  her  ignorance 
of  the  caufe  of  its  ringing,  was  feized  with  the  pangs 
of  child-birth.     She  was  compelled  to  defcend  to  the 
yard ;  her  name  was  on  the  lift ;  in  vain  fhe  in- 
treated  and  remonftrated  ;  two  foldiers  dragged  her 
towards  the  cart,  till  her  increafing  agonies  at  length 
compelled  them  to  place  h6r  in  the  firft  room  they 
could  find,  where  fhe  was  prematurely  delivered 
without  attendance  or  affiftance. 
Delivery  of      Thefe  were  not  the  only  means  contrived  to 
the  afts  of  €c  pr^yj-jg,.  fieep.'*      By  a  diabolical    mockery  of 
*  juftice,   the  afts  of  accufation  were  delivered  late 
in  the  night  before  the  day  of  trial.      A  fellow 
hawked  them  about  the  prifon  with  a  loud  voice, 
calling  them,  in  barbarous  pleafantry,  the  Evening 
Pojl.     This  noife  difturbed  ?ill  the  prifoners,  and 
made  fome  hundreds  partake  of  the  mifery  intended, 
perhaps,  for  only  ten  or  a  dozen.     Thofe  to  whom 
they  were  delivered  fometimes  could  not  read  them 
for  want  of  light ;  and  if  they  could,  it  would  have 
availed  them  but  little;    they  were   generally  the 
i'ame  in  fubftance ;  the  crime  aUedged  and  the  wit- 
neffes  the  fame.    They  were  made  out  by  the  infe- 
rior 
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rior  agents  of  Fouquier  Tainville,  written  in  a  hand 
fcarcely  Jeglble,  and  mifpelled.  The  petulance  o£ 
thefe  wretches  often  indicated  the  fate  of  the  perfon 
to  be  accufedby  fome  jocular  expreflion,  as.  Let  us 
fend  this  wwnari  to  her  beloved  fpotife  j  and  at  the  top 
of  one  of  the  acts  of  accufation  was  written,  *'  A  head 
**  to  be  chopped  off  without  mercyJ*  The  change  of 
the  abode  of  prifoners,  made  capricioufly  and  unre- 
corded, often  rendered  the  delivery  of  thefe  afts 
matter  of  difficulty ;  but  the  impatience  of  the  mef- 
fengers,  arid  the  promptitude  of  the  revolutionary 
fyftem,  obviated  delay.  If  the  perfon  defignated  was 
not  to  be  found,  fome  one  whofe  name  approached 
to  his  in  found,  or  who  had  had  fome  relation  or  con- 
nexion  with  him,  fupplied  his  place '.  It  was  vain 
to  remonftrate,  the  anfwer  was  ready ;  **  We  were 
**  ordered  to  take  ten,  twelve,  or  fifteen  perfops 
^'  from  this  houfe,  and  will  not  go  away  without  our 
"  number ;  you  may  as  well  take  this  aft  of  accufa- 
"  tion  as  not,  for  you  certainly  muft  have  one 
*'  fooner  or  later." 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  July  1794,  every  thing  Increafmg 
indicated  that  greater  feverities  and  a  more  rapid  *^**^"*^» 
evacuation  of  the  prifons  was  in  contemplation.  The 
reports  of  confpiracies  were  more  frequent,  the  fpies 

'  CounLET  Vermantois  was  fon  ofacounfcllor  of  parliament  at 
Dijon,  and  afterwards  an  officer  in  the  army.  He  fell  a  victim  to  the 
irregular  proceedings  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal  a  day  before  the 
death  of  Kobefpierre*  He  was  a  prifoner  in  the  prifon  Dupltjpi\  when 
in  one  of  Fouquier  Tainville's  lifts,  the  name  of  Vermantois,  canon  of 
Chartres,  was  included  $  no  perfon  of  that  name  being  found  hut  him-' 
felf ,  he  was  taken }  and  in  /pite  of  his  remonftrances  that  be  was  a 
foldier,  and  not  a  priell,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  fa£ls  alledged  in 
the  a6^  of  accufation,  he  was  condemned  bv  that  execrable  court,  and 
txecuted  the  ftjth  July  1794.  Such  miftakes  were  not  uncommon. 
A  lady  of  the  name  of  Maillet  was  brought  before  the  tribunal 
with  an  aft  of  accufation  meant  for  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Maiiii, 
She  informed  the  judges  of  the  faft  ;  but  the  public  accufer  told  her 
it  was  of  no  coniequence,  flic  would  have  been  brought  to  the  fcaffbld 
very  fliortly  at  any  rate ;  that  one  day  wa3  as  good  as  another  $  the  jury 
declared  themfelves  fufficiently  inftiu^ed«  and  the  woman  was  exe- 
cuted ! ! 

o  4  luore 
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more  numerous,  the  turnkeys  more  ferocious.    The 
prifoners  were  almoil:  entirely  prevented  from  com- 
municating with  each  other.    During  the  fliort  pe- 
riod they  were  permitted  to  take  the  air  in  the  yard, 
men  employed  on  purpofe  traverfed  it  diagonally ; 
and  if  they  faw  two  or  three  converfing,  rudely  fe- 
parated  them,   afldng  if  they  were  forming  a  con- 
fpiracy  ? 
FallofRo-     The  revolution  of  the  28th  of  July,  though  not 
bcfpiericj  jnr^jxiediately  communicated  to  them  in  direft  terms, 
produced  efFefts  perceptibly  beneficial.     While  the 
iffue  of  the  conteft  between  Robefpierre  and  his  op- 
ponents was  uncertain,  the  prifoners  were  obliged  to 
feparate  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ufual,  and  were  care- 
fully locked  up.     When  the  conteft  was  decided, 
the  jailors  were  in  doubt  whether   the  fyftem  of 
terror  would  not  ftill  be  continued.     They  took 
great  pains  to  conceal  the    tranfaftions   without. 
Alarm  and  terror  were  infplred  by  the  ringing  of 
the  tocfin  and  the  firing  of  guns.     The  news  was 
bow  com-  diverfely  communicated.     In  one  prifon  they  heard 
ttunicatedjit  through  the  intrepidity  of  a  boy  who  hawked 
papers  about  the  ftreets  ;  he  approached  the  wails, 
crying  with  a  loud  voice,  "  The  glorious  arreftation 
**  and  execution  of  Catiline  Robefpierre  and  his  ac- 
"  complices :"  when  the  guard  attempted  to  drive 
him  away,  he  remonftrated  fturdily,  that  there  were 
many  good  citizens  in  cuftody  who  would  be  glad 
to  hear  the  news,  and  they  fliould  hear  it.    The 
words  of  the  hawker  were  caught  up  by  fome  who 
contrived  td  communicate  them,  and  the  tranfport 
foon  became  general.     In  another  gaol,  one  of  the 
guards,  who  was  employed  to  break  the  knots  of 
prifoners  aflembled  in  the  yard,  contrived,  as  he  was 
walking,  to  utter  a  word  or  two  now  and  then  which 
communicated   the  intelligence;    and   the  hearers 
were  diligent  in  making  it  known  to  their  comrades. 
The  turnkey  was  fo  enraged  at  the  difcovery  of  this 
13  i'A 
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faft,  that  he  would  not  fufFer  the  guards  to 
come  into  the  prifon,  but  employed  dogs  in  their 
ftead*- 

The  reign  of  thefe  tyrants,  however,  drew  to-  its  effca«. 
wards  an  end.  The  convention  declared  that  they 
intended  to  abolifh  the  fyftem  of  terror ;  the  gaolers, 
feeling  that  their  power  was  declining,  and  dreading 
the  punifhment  due  to  their  pad  barbarity,  paid 
court  to  the  pnfoners  by  voluntarily  relaxing  many 
of  their  feverities,  and  permitting  the  introdudion  of 
viftuals,  clothes,  letters,  and  even  vifitors.  Then 
came  to  light  the  numerous  devices  invented  by  in- 
genious affeftion  to  elude  the  feverity  of  the  law 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  turnke;ys ;  fometimes  in  the 
infide  of  a  fowl,  or  in  a  bundle  of  afparagus,  \^ile 
viftuals  were  permitted  to  be  fent ;  fometimes  in  the 
folds,  or  even  the  hems  of  clean  linen,  a  dexterous 
hand  contrived  to  convey  the  efFufion  of  a  tender 
and.  faithful  heart.  In  one  of  the  prifons  a  dog  daily 
ruflied  in  to  kifs  the  hand  of  his  confined  mafter,  and 
carried  under  his  collar  the  affeftionate  remembrances 
of  an  anxious  wife.  Sometimes  pieces  of  paper, 
dirty,  and  apparently  unimportant,  when  joined  to- 
gether, contained  an  interefting  diary,  tender  con-  ^ 
dolences^  or  aiffeftionate  proteftations.  Soon  thefe 
eflforts  of  courageous  tendernefs  were  rewarded  by 
the  examination  of  warrants  and  difcharge  of  pri- 
foners,  which  reftored  happinefs  to  thoufands. 
What,  upon  infpedtion,  were  the  crimes  which  au- 
thorifed  a  confinement  fo  rigorous,  a  death  fo  tra- 
gical ?  Some  of  the  prifoners  had  been  nobles,  fome 
had  been  priefts,  bankers,  farmers-general;  fome 
were  rich,  fome  learned,  fome  brave ;  thefe  were  all 
arljlocrats.  Some  had  given  offence  to  the  tyrant  or 
his  fatraps;  thefe  "^'txe  fufpeded ;  and  fome  were  con- 
fined without  caufe  and  without  warrant. 

*  Que  of  thefs  dogs  was  ludicrouily  called  Rohefpterre* 

Of 
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Fate  of  Be-      Of  Benoit,  perfqnally,  there  is  little  to  add ;  he 

»«>"•         behaved  himfeif  fo  much  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  his 

employers,  as  gaoler  and  fpy  at  the  Luxembourg, 

that  he  was  promoted  to  the  fame  offices  at  the  larger 

prifon  of  the  Carmes,  where  he  continued  for  feme 

time  after  the  death  of  Robefpierre:  but  condign 

punifhment  at  length  overtook  him;  he  was  included 

in  the  aft  of  accufation  againft  Fouquier  Tainville, 

sth  May  tried,  and  fent  to  the  guillotine  with  him  and  his  ac- 

*79S.    complices. 


C  203  ] 


ETIENNE-CHARLES  de  LOMENIE  de 
BRIENNE. 


nr  HE  name  of  de  Brienne,  archbifliop  of  Sens, 
has  been  little  noticefd  in  the  courfe  of  the 
revolution,  though  the  errors  of  his  adminiftration 
were  the  principal  means  by  which  it  was  efFefted. 
His  ralhnefs,  prefumption,  and  timidity  diforganized 
the  government ;  and  the  plans  which,  either  from 
treachery  or  folly,  he  recommended,  accelerated  the 
events  which  overturned  the  monarchy* 

The  family  of  Lomenie  was  of  the  antient  Limoufin  Family 
nobility,  and  is  traced  back  to  the  fourteenth  cen-  ^"^  »"*" 
tury.     He  added  de  Brienne  to  his  family  name, 
becaufe  one  of  his  anceftors  had  efpoufed  a  lady  of 
that  illuftrious  houfe.     Etienne- Charles  was  born  at     1747. 
Paris,  and  bred  to  the  church,  obtained  fucceffively    '176^. 
the  bifliopric  of  Condom,  and  the  archbifhopric  of     1763. 
Thouloufe '. 

Notwithftanding  his  clerical  charafter  and  dig-  Profeffes 
nified  ftation  in  the  church,  de  Brienne  was  noted  *^^«»f*»* 
for  the  profligacy  of  his  life  and  the  licentioufnefs 
of  his  manners.     He   made  no  fecret  of  his  pro- 
feflion  of  atheifm,  and  attached  himfelf  to  d' Alem- 
bert,  and  the  writers  who  aflifted  him  in  decrying 
revelation   and   extirpating   Chriftianity.      He  was  -  1770. 
one   of  four  ecclefiaftical  commiillioners  named  to  f '!j"n4°"Jg 
take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  monafteries  in  monks. 
France,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  obtain  the  principal 
direftion  of  the  bufmefs.     Entering  cordially  into 

^  piflionDair^  de  la  Nob|efrcj  par  M«  <le  la  Chena^e  des  Boh. 
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the  views  of  his  aflbciates,  he  exerted  himfelf  fo 
cffeftually,  that  by  his  means  fifteen  hundred  con- 
vents  were  fupprefled  in  France.     It  is  not  neceflary 
to  difcufs  the  utility  of  monaftic  vows,  or  to  ftate  the 
arguments   which  policy  might  fuggeft   either  for 
retaining   or  fuppreffing  fuch  a  number  of  fmall 
eftablifliments  ;  but  it  could  furely-  do  no  honor  to  a 
Catholic  bifhop  to  have  lifted  his  hand  againft  the 
church  ;  and  it  muft  have  afforded  confobtion  and 
triumph  to  the  fufferers  to  refled  that  they  owed  their 
difgrace  to  an  avowed  atheift.      His  exertions  pro- 
cured him  the  nick-name  oi l^Anti  Moine^. 
Meant  of       The  biftiop  of  Orleans  having  been  defired  to 
?nfl"'""^    recommend  a  clergyman  as  tutor  to  the  archduchefs 
with*the     of  Auftria,  afterwards  queen  of  France,  applied  to 
queca.        Je  Brienne,    v/ho   nominated  the   abbe   Vermont. 
In   gratitude  for  this  kindnefs,  Vermont   ufed  his 
influence  to  promote  the  interefts  of  his  firft  patron ". 
On  the  death  of  M.  de  Beaumont,  archbifliop  of 
Paris,  great  intered  was  employed  to  obtain  that  fee 
Propofed    for  dc  Brieunc.     1  he  anti-chriftian  faction  afforded 
btfh'^'^f    ^^"^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  flrenuous  fupport,  and  the  queen,  at 
p-riV.*  ^     the  inftance  of  Vermont,  prevailed  on  the  king  to 
confent  to  his  appointment.     This  confent  did  no 
dishonor  to  the  religious  principles  of  Louis  .XVI.; 
he  had  heard  of  the  learning,  genius,  and  talents  of 
the  archbifhop  of  Thouloufe,  but  was  utterly  unac- 
quainted with  the  immoral  parts  of  his  charafter. 
Rejeacd     He  was,  however,  foon  undeceived.     His  aunts,  the 
by  the        princefs  de  Marfanne,  and  feveral  other  refpe£table 
*"^'         perfonages,  expofed  the  charafter  of  de  Brienne  in 
its  proper  light ;  the  nomination  was  revoked,  and 
s  Leclerc  de  Juignc,  a  prelate  of  the  mod  unexception- 
able  charafter,  was   raifed   to  this   high   dignity*. 
This  circunillance  made  fuch  an  impreflion  on  the 
mind  of  the  king,  that  when  it   was  propofed  to 


«  NTcmoiis  du  Jac^jbinifme,  par  Barrud,  vol, 
^tbid.  p.  z%z,  X  Ibia.  zSo. 
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admit  this  unworthy  prelate  to  a  feat  m  the  council, 
he  anfwered  with  incfigna^ion,  *'*  The  man  does  not 
«  believe  in  God  ^'' 

Becoming  fenfible  that  the  badnefs  of  his  charafter  Afpiresto 
was  a  great  impediment  to  his  ambitious  views,  de  ^\^li^ 
Brienne  aflumed  the  mafk  of  hypocrify,  affefted  a 
fincere  converfion,  and  pretended  to  be  folely  occu- 
pied in  the  duties  of  his  diocefe.  He  ftill  retained 
the  efteem.  of  the  queen,  and  cheriflied  hopes  that 
by  her  means  he  might  gain  the  fituation  of  prime 
minifter ''. 

The  inflexibility  of  the  king  afforded  little  ground     1787- 
for  thefe  hopes ;  but  the  embarraflfment  of  public  ciionnc 
affairs  facilitated  the  accomplifhment  of  his  wifhes. 
When  Calonne  had  induced  the  king  to  favor  his 
plan  for  convoking  the  notables,  he  waited  on  the 
queen  to  communicate  it  to  her.     He  found   her 
majefly  furrounded  by  courtiers,  who,  when  the 
projeft  was  explained,  vied  with  each  other  in  ap- 
plauding its  propriety.     The  archbiftiop  of  Thouloufe 
expreffed  himfclf  with  peculiar  warmth  on  the  oc- 
cafion.     Pleafed  with  this  unexpefted  fupport,  the 
minifter  faid,  that  he  intended  to  include  among  the 
notables  fourteen  or  fifteen  bifhops  ;  that  he  hoped 
de  Brienne  would  have  no  objeftion  to  be  one  of 
the  number,  and,  as  he  mufl  neceffarily  be  acquainted 
with  his  own  order,  left  the  remaining  bifhops  to  his 
nomination,  excluding  only  a  few,  who  were  Ca- 
lonne's  profefTed  enemies.     The  archbifhop  gladly  DcBricnn« 
availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  acquire  pa-  oppo^««» 
tronage   and  ruin  the  minifter.      All   the  prelates 
nominated  by  him  were  inimical  to  Calonne,  de- 
voted to  Brienne,  or  influenced  by  the.  writings  of 
Necker*.     Thus  fupported,  he  commenced  a  fyt 
tematic  oppofition,  and  finally  fucceeded  in  driving 
the  minifter  from  the  helm. 

f  Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  3S.  *  Ibid. 

»  Anecdotes  du  Regjae  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  6o. 

De 


iiamtnt. 


.206  BRIENNE. 

and  fuc-  Dc  Brlennc  was  not  the  immediate  fucceflbr  of 
cceds  him.  (^alonnc  ;  the  place  of  prime  minifter  was  conferred 
on  M.  de  Fourqueux,  a  man  of  amiable  manners 
and  unimpeached  charafter  ;  but  ilj-health  prevented 
his  retaining  the  fituation  longer  than  three  weeks. 
The  reins  of  government  were  now  confided  to  de 
Brienne,  who  was  foon  afterwards  tranflated  to  the 
archbifhopric  of  Sens,  and  conftituted  principal 
minifter,  with  great  influence  in  the  departments  of 
his  colleagues  ^. 
fji»  popu.  He  commenced  his  adminiftration  under  the  moft 
larity,  favourable  aufpices.  The  public  gave  him  credit 
for  great  talents  and  abilities,  and  his  friends  were 
numerous  and  powerful.  The  difgrace  of  Calonne 
was  confidered  as  neceffary  to  the  public  welfare,  and 
the  archbifhop  enjoyed  for  a  time  great  popularity  *^. 
Oppofition  The  efforts  of  faftion,  however,  were  fpeedily  re- 
ot  Uiepar-  newed.  De  Brienne  had  difmiffed  the  notables, 
many  of  whom,  he  fufpefted,  would  continue  to 
favor  Calonne,  and  determined  to  fubmit  his  plans 
to  the  parliament  of  Paris.  He  fpeedily  evinced  that 
it  was  more  eafy  to  cavil  at  the  miftakes  of  another, 
than  fill  with  credit  an  arduous  fituation.  He 
adopted  the  plans  which  had  been  propofed  by  his 
predeceffor,  but  was  fo  deficient  in  judgment,  that 
he  was  incapable  of  arranging  them  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  avoid  the  odium  to  which  his  fituation 
expofed  him.  One  of  thefe  plans  was  a  tax  on 
landed  property  and  feignorial  rights,  which  ought 
to  have  been  firft  prefented,  becaufe  had  the  parlia- 
ment refufed  to  regifter  it,  their  conduft  would  have 
appeared  to  proceed  from  felfifh  motives,  and  by 
exciting  indignation  in  the  people,  have  ftrengthened 
the  hands  of  government.  The  archbifhop,  afraid 
perhaps  of  offending  the  clergy,  whofe  property  was 

^  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  40.      BouiUc's  Memoirs,  p.  50. 
Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vci.  i.  p.  15.  et  feq.     Htftoric^; 
«  Necker  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  S. 
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hnplicated  in  the  propofed  tax,  or  relying  on  the 
popularity  of  the  meafure,  to  make  his  peace  after 
fome  lefs  agreeable  fhould  have  been  reforted  to, 
began  by  feveral  unpopular  edids,  among  which  was 
one  permitting  the  exportation  of  grain.  After  this 
he  propofed  a  ftamp  duty,  which  originated  with 
Calonne,  knd  which  the  parliament  refufed  to 
regifter,  alledging,  that  it  was  oppreffive  to.  the 
commercial  intereft,  and  highly  burdenfome  to  the 
lower  clafs  of  people.  This  objeftion,  however, 
was  not  founded  in  truth.  The  tax  was  afterwards 
adopted  by  the  national  affembly,  and  produced  1791. 
twenty-two  millions  (962,500/.)  a-year,  though  not 
carried  to  the  extent  propofed  by  the  archbifliop  '^. 

At   length  the   minifter   propofed   his   land-tax.  Land-tax 
which  was  calculated  to  have  obviated  the  objeftion  P**®P"^«^*-  ^ 
raifed  againft  the  ftamp  duty  ;  but  the  parliament, 
having  now  fecured  popularity,  at  firft  evaded  the 
regiftration  of  the  edift,  by  inquiring  how  many 
more  taxes  were  to  be  impofed  ;  and  when  the  mini- 
fter aflured  them  this  was  the  laft,  anfwered,  they 
could  not  believe  him :  they  added,  that  admitting 
his  fincerity,  his  declaration  could  not  bind  his  fuc-  Rcgiftra. 
ceflbrs,  and  therefore,  without  examination  into  its  tian  re- 
propriety,  they  refufed  to  regifter  the  decree.  ^^^^^' 

The  king,  upon  this,  was  induced  to  hold  a  bed  Bed  of 
ofjujiice-y  at  which  he  commanded  the  parliament  i^^^^e. 
jtp  r.etraft  their  refufal.  They  declared,  however 
contrary  to  truth,  that  they  had  not  the  power  of 
regiftermg  taxes  >yithout  the  confent  of  the  nation, 
and  demanded  a  convocation  of  the  ftates  general. 
7'hi§  anfwer  mcenfed  the  minifter,  and  he  caufed 
them  to  be  banifhed  to  Troyes,  where  they  were 
foon  prevailed  on  to  regifter  the  decrees,  and  re- 
turned to  Paris. 

Soon  afterwards  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  treafury  Loan  pra- 
rendered  ,a  loan  neceffary.     The  minifter,  hoping  r^^^^- 

^  See  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  LmiU  XVI.  vol.  r.  p.  401. 
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that  the  late  humiliation  of  the  parliament  would 
prevent  a  ferious  oppofition,  refolved  to  obtain  from 
them,  at  once,  a  decree  for  four  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  (iSy^ys^oool.),  and  a  fanftion  for  further 
loans,  for  the  fervice  of  1 788,  and  the  four  fucceeding 
years.     To  afcertain,  however,  as  nearly  as  poflible 
the  difpofition  of  the  parliament,  he  privately  con- 
fultcd  many  of  the  members,  who  promifed  their 
fupport.     On   the  day  .  of  propofmg   the  loan,  he 
attempted  furreptitioufly  to  introduce  it  amongft  fomc 
popular  decrees,   particularly  one   for   granting  to 
Proteitants  all  the  privileges   of  Catholics.      This 
decree  he  flattered  himfelf  would  give  a  great  idea 
of  his  policy,    becaufe  it   was   expefted   from  the 
troubles  which  then  agitated  Holland,  and  which 
de  Brienne  had  fomented  %  that  many  of  the  in- 
habitants, under  favor  of  the  propofed  toleration, 
would  emigrate  into  France  with  all  their  wealth. 
Laftly,    that    nothing    might    be    omitted    which 
could  fecure  the  pafling  of  the  decree,  it  was  de- 
termined, that  the  king,  in  perfon,  fhould  be  pre- 
fent  at  the  regiftration  of  the  edifts,  and  that  the 
meeting  fliould  not  be  called  by  the  unpopular  name 
of  a  bed  ofju/ikej  but  a  royal Jttting.     Had  all  thefe 
precautions  been  fecret,  they  might  perhaps  have 
been  fuccefsful ;  but  they  were  difclofed  to  the  Duke 
of  Orleans   by  one  Sabatier,   a  counfellor  of  par- 
liament, the  pretended  friend  of  the  minifter,  but 
Edia  re-     i°  reality  one  of  the  duke's  faftion.     This  difcovery 
giftercd  by  produced  an  oppofition,  which,  after  a  debate  of  nine 
6011  ^"*"     hours,  reduced  the  king  to  the  neceffity  of  command- 
ing, by  his  own  authority,  the  regiftration  of  the 
decrees,  and  occafioned  his  banifhment  of  Orleans 
to  Villers-Cotteret  \ 
CourpUniere      To  parry  the  propofal  of  the  parliament  to  con- 
piojcaed,    voke  the  eftates  general,  the  archbifliop  propofed  a 
new  plan,  which  was,  to  eftablifti  courts  of  juftice  in 

•  See  Life  of  Dumoiiiitz,  vol.  li.  p.  138.  '  See  Orleans. 
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rfife  various '  provinces  of  France,  and  one  grand 
court,  called  cour  pleniere^  all  the  members  of  which 
fhould  be  named  by  the  crown,  and  the  exclufive 
bufinefs  of  which  fhould  be  to  enregifter  the  king's 
edicts.  This  innovation,  though  de  Brienne  afFeftedly 
called  it  a*  re-eftablifliment  of  the  cour  pleniere^  was 
defigned  to  fufpend  or  fupprefs  ail  the  fuperior 
courts  of  magiftracy  in  the  kmgdom.  Apprehenfive  Conduacii 
of  violent  oppofition,  he  determined  to  prevent  the  T'"^  g'*** 
publication  of  the  plan,  till  the  day  fixed  for  eijre-  ^^^^^* 

fiftering  the  edids,  which  was  intended  to  be  done 
y  a  bedofjujiice  in  Paris,  and  by  royal  commiflioners, 
at  the  fame  inftant,  in  all  courts  of  the  kingdom. 
To  obviate  the  necefSty  of  intrufting  a  number  of 
clerks  with  this  important  fecret,  a  private  pr§fs  was 
eftabliflied  at  Verfailles,  and  the  printers  were  fhut 
up  and  clofely  guarded.      The  orders  for  the  depar- 
ture of  the  intendans  paffed  through  the  office  of  the 
minifter  of  finance,  and  every  feint  was  ufed  to  . 
prevent  difcovery.      This   myflerious  fecrecy  and 
portentous  preparation  excited  proportionate  fufpi- 
cion,  and  as  any  attempt  againfl  the  magiflracy 
would  at  that  time  have  been  highly  unpopular,  ta 
that  the  finger  of.fufpicion  pointed.     The  minifter 
prepared  the  commiffioners  to  feel  difguft  at  their 
intended  miflion,  by  his  want  of  confidence,  and  by 
denying    his  real  intentions  whenever  they  were 
fuggefted.     The  people  were  alarmed  by  the  calling 
out  of  the  troops,  which  difplayed  at  once  the  weak- 
nefs  and  violence  of  the  government.     The  fecret  The  fecrtt 
was   neverthelefs    difcovered   by  M.  d'Efprcm€nil,  «**^«oveitd. 
counfellor  of  parliament.     To  gradfy  idle  curiofity, 
and  prevent  the  afcertainment  of  the  real  faft,  it 
was  afferted  that  Efprcmcnil  had  bribed  one  of  the 
printers,  and  that  he  bad  throwa  a  copy  of  the  edift 
out  of  the  printing-houfe  window  io  a  pipkin.     The 
truth,  however,  appears  to  have  been,  that  d'Efpre- 
menil   obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  fecret  from 
.    VOL.  I.  p  Semoa- 
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Scmonville,  an  interefted  hypocrite,  xnvemg  be- 
tween the  two  parties,  but  who  had  fufficient  addrefs 
to  obtain  the  confidence  of  de  Brienne. 
Cour  tleniiri      When  the  king  had  been  induced  again  to  hold 
cftabliftied.  ^  j^j  of  jujiice^  and  force  a  fandion  by  means  of  his 
authority,  the  ftep  was  fo  unpopular,  that  thofe 
members  of  the  parliament  who,  together  with  fome 
of  the  princes  of  the  blood  and  officers  of  (late,  were 
to  have  formed  the  cour  pleniere^  diiavowed,  by  a 
public  and  authentic  inftrument,  all  (hare  inadyiung 
the  meafure.    They  were  probably  encouraged  to 
this  proceeding  by  the  filent  difapprobation  with 
which  the  king's  fpeech  was  attended  to  by  the 
whole  aflembly,  to  whom  it  was  addrefled,  and  a 
Violent      protefl  againft  it  (igned  by  fix  peers.    Thefe  mem- 
dicententt.  y^^^  ^gj-g  again  fummoned  betore  the  king,  who, 
only  repeating  what  he  had  faid  before,  confirmed 
them  in  their  refolutions ;  which  they  printed  and 
xlifperfed  throughout  the  kingdom.    In  the  mean 
time,  orders  had  been  fent  to  Paris  for  putting  feals 
on  all  the  bureaus  containing  the  records  and  papers 
of  the  parliament,  and  the  provincial  parliametits 
Were  fufbended  from  thdr  fiinftbns.    Thefe  ads 
produced  difcontents  and  riots  in  many  parts  of  the 
kix^om. 
J3tii  July       "The  minifter  now  began  to  feel  extreme  trepida- 
^788.        tion,  and  to  meditate  a  refignation.    He  was  con- 
Sfo?vTs7o*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  refolution  by  a  dreadful  hurricane, 
retire.        which  threatened  ruin  to  France  by  its  extenfive 
Hurricane,  devaftations,  and  feemed  to  oppofe  mfurmountable 

difficulties  to  his  retaining  his  ftation. 
His  hft  His  laft  ads  were  marked  with  the  fame  fatality 

meafijres.    y^hich  had  diftinguifhed  his  whole  minifterial  career. 
His  diiguft  againft  the  parliament  amounted  to  a  de« 

Bee  of  rancour,  which  mduced  him  to  obtain  fi^om  the 
ng  a  pofitive  promife  to  convoke  the  ftates  gaieral. 
He  alfo  invited  the  academies  and  the  learned  men 
to  give  their  opinions  on  the  mahner  of  afiembiing 
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the  ftate«,  and  votmg  when  ^embled.     This  invi- 
tation opened  the  flood-gates  of  political  difcuflion,  ^ 
and  introduced  a  torrent  of  licentious  publications, 
which  finally -overwhelmed  the  government*.     He  Kttlmi 
was  alfo  faid  to  have  recommended  the  recal  of 
Necker.      This  report,  though  not  ftriftly  true, 
probably  favcd  his  perfon  from  thofe  violences  he 
would  otherwife  have  hadreafon  to  expert  in  his 
progrefs  through  France.     When  his  departure  was  !•  honied 
known,  the  rabble  of  Paris  drefled  up  a  manikin  to  *"*  '^J^' 
reprefent  his  perfon,  and  after  a  mock  procesflion 
through  the  ftreets,  attended  with  many  afts  of 
violence,  and  the  enforcement  of  an  illumination, 
they  burned  the  effigy.     They  were  preparing  to 
repeat  the  fame  ceremony  the  nest  night,  but  were 
prevmted  by  the  military,  who,  in  dilperfing  them, 
killed  and  wounded  a  great  number  ''• 

De  Brienne  purfued  his  journey  to  Rome,  where  Made  cv'- 
the  pope  honoured  him  with  the  dignity  of  car-»  Jlj*^''^ 
dbal.     When  the  revolution  was  effefted,  be  re«  hlcomnm 
turned  to   France,   and  fignalized  his  iofiuny  by  «>nft«tu. 
taking  the  oaths  required  by  the  aflembly  and  for-  b|£op. 
bidden  by  the  pope.    Of  one  hundred  and  thirty-  March, 
eight    l^ops,   only  four  committed  this  aft  of  S^I^JjIT^,. 
apoftacy.    The  pope  deprived  him  of  his  cardinal's  dinaiihip/ 
hat*. 

K  The  ftiry  of  thi«  inandation  may  be  gathefed  from  the  followkig 
calculation  s  '*  It  is  aflerted  that  it  would  have  coft  a  thoufand  crowns 
"  (11$/.)  to  ptirchafc  all  the  pamphlets  and  books  in  (heets  wbiqh 
"  were  publilhed  in  Paris  on  the  convocation  of  the  ftates  general* 
*'  from  the  month  of  O^ober  17SS  to  January  1789.  Few  ofthefe 
"  writings  fold  for  more  than  thiee  livres  (s<.  7I  </,)  ;  the  greateft  part 
*'  were  fold  at  forty,  but  many  for  fix  fous.  We  may,  therefore,  rca- 
*^  fonably  conclude,  that  in  ttiis  preliminary  queftion  alone,  the  pro. 
'*  digious  number  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  hooks  were  pub- 
**  U£ed/*  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi«  p.  105. 

'^  The  aecoiknts  refpejting  the  adminiftration  and  retreat  of  this 
mintfter  are  not  contradiflory  in  any  refpeA,  but  Tome  are  more  am  pip 
than  others.  I  have,  befides  the  Hiftocies,  confulted  Necker  on  the 
Revolution ;  Bertrand^s  Memoirs  $  Houi|I4*s  Memoirs  j  th(B  Conjur««> 
U9n  de  d*0rleans ;  and  Moore's  View. 

^  Rarrutrt  Hiftory  of  the  Clergy,  p.  So. 
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loth  Feb.  He  died  in  France,  in  a  ftate  of  total  oblivion  and 
JJ.'**  contempt,  not  lefs  defpifed  by  the  atheifts  and  re- 
publicans, whofe  good  opinion  he  had  laboured  to 
acquire,  than  by  thofe  who  preferved  refpeft  for 
royalty,  or  love  for  religion ". 
H^  cht-  He  is  thus  ably  charafterized  by  Bertrand :  *'  No 
*•  man's  real  charafter  appears  ever  to  have  been 
*•  *more  mifunderftood.  He  was  fuppofed  to  poffefs 
**  energy,  becaufe  he  was  violent ;  learning,  becaufe 
*'  he  was  pofitive ;  genius,  becaufe  he  had  vivacity ; 
*'  talents  for  governing,  becaufe  he  criticifed  the 
**  adminiftrations  of  all  his  predeceffors.  His  friend^ 
"  and  adherents,  however,  have  fince  been  fuffi- 
**  ciently  convinced  of  their  miftake  by  the  weaknefs 
"  of  his  refources,  by  his  ignorance,  by  the  inco- 
"  herence  of  his  ideas,  and  the  abfurdity  of  his 
*'  meafures  '.**  The  eflfed  of  his  adminiftration  was 
fuch  as  to  expofe  in  a  forcible  light  every  defed  in 
the  formation  of  the  old  French  government.  He 
totally .  falfified,  by  his  condud,  the  natural  difpo- 
fidon  and  views  of  the  king,  whofe  power  he 
degraded  by  ads  of  wanton  and  ill-timed  violence^ 
and  whofe  perfon  and  government  he  expofed  to 
ridicule  and  abhorrence  by  unneceflary  exerdons 
and  ineffectual  feverities. 

k  Memoiret  du  JacobiniTme  par  Rarnieli  vol.  i.  p.  iS4. 
1  Memoirsi  vob  i.  p.  45. 
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AMONG  thofe  whom  the  revolution  trought 
•^^  into  notice,  and  whom  the  efforts  of  party  have 
exhibited  to  the  admiration  of  mankind,  Briflbt 
ftands  eminently  confpicuous.  He  has  been  praifed 
for  virtues,  genius,  and  knowledge  which  ^le  never 
poffefled ;  and  cited  as  a  model  of  political  perfeftion, 
though  deficient  in  every  requifite  to  form  a  ftatef- 
man*  The  remains  of  his  party  triumphed  after  the 
fall  of  Robefpierre;  and,  in  order  to  overwhelm  the 
reputation  and  faction  of  that  tyrant  with  popular 
odium,  they  extolled,  beyond  meafure,  every  a£t 
of  his  political  rival  and  his  afTociates;  and  r^fed 
BriiTot  to  unmerited  celebrity,  that  Robefpierre  and 
his  adherents  might  be  depreffed  by  the  comparifon» 

Briffot  was  born  at  Chartres  in  the  Orleannois  °*.  x^th  Jan, 
His  fiither  was  a  traiteury  or  raqfter  of  an  eating-  jjirth^aila 
houfe.     By  the  profit^  of  hjs  trade  he  was  enabled  education, 
to  afford  his  children,  who  were  at  leaft  thirteen  in 
number,  a  good  education!     Jaques  Pierre  having  studies  the 
purfued  his  ftudies  with  confiderable  fuccefs,  was^a^i 

"»  The  events  of  BriiTot^s  life,  anterior  to  the  revolution  are  prin- 
•  tipally  derived  from  a  woric  called  "  the  Life  of  Briffot,  written  by 
liimfeif  ;**  which  is  atranflation  of  a  pamphlt  publiflied  by  him  under 
the  title  of  **  Reponfe  de  Jaq.ues  Pierre  Briffot  a  tou^  les  iibelliltes 
qui  ont  attaque,  5(  qui  attaquent  fa  vie  paffee  }"  and  from  a  Life  of 
BrilTot  prefixed  to  the  London  edition  of  his  fiflay  on  the  Commerce 
of  Americas  which  is  in  part  abridged  from  the  abpve,  though  with 
lome  additions  and  many  errors. 

P  3  '  defigncd 
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defigned  for  the  bar,  and  ferved  five  years  as  clerk  to 
feveral  attomies  in  the  country  and  in  Paris.    But 
be  was  foon  difgufted  with  the  law,  and  applied  to 
literature  and  languages, 
eiixiiget  Beconung  acgidentally  acquainted  with  two  Eng- 

hif  name  j  Ufhmcn,  he  reiblved  to  learn  their  language ;  and 
that  occurrence  decided  his  fate.  He  was  fdzed 
with  a  love  for  Englifh  manners  and  cuftoms,  and 
changed  his  name,  that  it  might  appear  like  that  of 
f  an  Englifhman.  In  compliance  with  the  mode  of 
his  country,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  diftinguifliing 
^imfelf  from  his  brothers,  he  Kad  affumcd  the  name 
of  Ouaruil/e^  from  a  village  where  his  father  poffeffed 
fome  property,  and  no\V  changed  that  appellative  to 
Warville^  the  Englilh  *  W  founding  like  the  French 
diphthong  Oiu  .  . 

J^!!'  ^f*h  '^^^  perufal  of  EngUfli  books  completed  his  dif. 
UwP  ^  ^  guft  to  the  law,  whicn  he  quitted  without  taking  the 
gown.  This  aft  difobliged  his  parents,  and  he  pur^ 
Jued  his  ftudies  with  no  other  dependence  than  the 
bounty  of  fome  friends  at  Paris,' his  own  talents^  mo- 
deration, .  and  frugality.  At  the  death  of  his  father, 
he  paid  the  fums  which  had  been  advanced;  aad  \m 
remaining  income  enjfbled  him,  though  not  without 
Confidtrable  difficulty,  to  continue  his  ftudies  two 
years  longer. 
writer  in  While  he  waJ  thus  occupied,  the  proprietor  of 
de  rKu-  ^  Courier  de  P Europe^  having  been  obliged  to  leave 
fopc.  England  on  account  of  a  difpute  with  the  Stamp- 
office,  formed  a  projeft  of  publifhing  his  ne^^s-paper 
at  Boulogne  on  an  improved  plan.  Briffot  fays,  that 
he  was  applied  to  by  this  peifon  to  fuperintend  that 
department  of  his  paper  known  by  the  title  of  Varieth* 
This  is  not  probably,  even  according  tp  his  own 
account;  which  reprefents  bira  buried  in  folitude, 
and  merely  otccupied  in  the  purfuit  of  learning, 
without  any  effort  to  attr^ft  pubhc  notice.  He 
condufted  the  paper,   till  gpvisrnment  interfering, 

prevented 
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prevented  a  continuance  of  the  publication  *•    Briflbt 
then  left  Boulogne  and  returned  to  Paris. 

On  his  arrival  he  is  iaid  to  have  been  admitted  a  Myfterl* 
counfellor  in  parliament,  but  he  does  not  ftate  the  hu^!L^ 
fad  himfelf ;  he  only  obferves  that  he  refumed  his 
firjijtudies  \  and  there  is  no  account  of  his  having, 
at  any  time,  pra£Hfed  as  an  advocate.  The  tranf- 
adions  of  Briflbt's  early  Ufe  are  involved  in  an  in- 
fcrutable  myftery,  which  feems  to  confirm  the  aflertioa 
of  a  late  illuftrious  author,  that  he  was  employed  as 
a  fpy  in  the  lower  departments  of  the  police  %  both 
in  and  out  of  France.  He  probably  quitted  this  occu- 
pation fome  time  before  the  revolution,  and  was 
afterwards  anxious  to  eradicate  ever^  trace  of  his 
having  aigaged  in  it ''. 

On  his  return  from  Boulogne  to  P&ris,  Briflbt  re*  Hitpib. 
folved  to  commence  an  important  work.     Two  ob-  H«ttion$. 
jeds  were  open  to  his  attacks ;  religion  and  govern- 
ment.    The  efforts  of  Rouffeau,  and  of  Voltwe  and  ' 
his  difciples,  affording  no  hopes  of  fame  or  profit 
from  decrying  religion,   he  refolved  to  direft  his 
efforts  againft  government.     ^^  Conceiving  the  efta^ 
^^  bUlhment  to  be  mod  eafily  wounded  by  a  fide*    i^to. 
"  blow,**  he  produced  two  ottavo  volumes,  intitled 
ihe  Theory  of  Criminal  Laws.    In  the  plan  and  cpm* 

"  Bnflbt's  Life«  whicfay  according  to  the  French  title,  ought  to  be 

very  explicit  and  fatisEa^oryy  is  deficient  in  both  thefe  particulars.    Ic 

furniihes  few  dates,  and  thofe  are  doubtful  \  it  ftates  many  fa6l$  am** 

biguoufly  and  inconclufively  \  and*  on  the  whole,  ftems  the  produAiort 

of  a  man  who  is  defirous,  by  an  affedation  of  candour,  to  prevent  re- 

fearch  and  defeat  inquiry.     His  anonymous  Biographer  has  fupplied 

fome  of  thelc  deficiences,  but  in  a  manner  which  evidently  proves  that 

he  has  made  aifertions  refpeAing  which  he  was  not  duly  informed, 

Briflbt  fays  <*  that  his  employ  did  not  laft  fw  tnyltn^h  tftim.^*    (Sec 

Life,  p.  i6.)    His  Biographer  ftates  its  duration  to  have  been  about 

two  years.  ^  See  Commerce  of  America  with  Europe,  p.  5,  of  the  In* 

troduflion. 

^  Burke.    See  the  ilrft  of  hie  three  Memorials,  p.  73. 

V  I  do  not  mean  to  aflume  thefe  as  |>oiitiTe  fa^s }  but  there  i«  repifbti 

to  preiume  that  Burke  would  not  have  advanced  fuch  an  affertioa 

(tboiigh  he  does  it  with  great  diffidence)  had  he  not  derived  his  in* 

formation  from  what  beconfidered  good  authority.  Robefpierre  aflerta 

the  fai|ie  fs^.    See  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commcttansj^  vol,  li.  p.  )7- 

?  4  pofitioQi 
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pofition  of  this  work  the  author  avows  feveral  de* 
fefts  ;  but  fays  it  was  applauded  by  fome  Reviewers, 
though  torn  in  pieces,  by  others;  that  it  procured 
him  the  friendihip  of  the  moft  zealous  defenders 
of    human    lutture,    and    the  appiaufe  of  M«  la 
Cretelle, 
1781*         This  publication  was  followed  by  two  Difcourfes, 
which  were  crowned  by.  the  academy  of  Chalons-fur- 
Mame:  the  one,  on  the  Reform  of  Criminal  Laws ; 
the  other,  on  the  Reparation  due  to  innocent  Perfons 
unjujily  accufed.     He  alfo  began  a  work  which  was 
afterwards  completed  in  ten  volumes,  called  A  Phh 
lofophical  Library  of  the  Criminal  Laws.     The  objeft 
of  this  work  was  to  diffufe  thofe  principles  of  liberty 
which  guided  tKe  Jlnglifh  and  Americans,  by  infert-s 
ing  many  pieces  which  aimed  at  great  political  re- 
forms. He  likewife  wrote  a  volume  concerning  Truth '^ 
or,  Thoughts  on  the  Means  of  attaining  Truth  in  alt 
the  Branches  of  Human  Knowledge^  which  was  in- 
tended as  an  introduftion  to  a  greater  work. 

,  None  of  thefe  produftions  have  come  under  my 
infpeftion.  The  author  fpeaks  of  them  with  the 
affeftion  of  a  parent,  and  cites  a  few  favourable 
teftimonjes  from  Reviews  and  private  correfpond- 
ehce.  Madame  de  Geulis  mentions  them  with  little 
refpeft :  fpeaking  of  a  fubfequent  period  fhe  fays, 
^«  I  did  not  even  know  that  Briflbt  was  the  author 
**  of  five  or  fix  large  volumes  \nery  little  known 
^^  (tres  ignores')  at  that  time,  and  very  indifferent 
_.  *'  produftions  j  I  have  read  them  fmce  **,*' 

^^s^attaip-  Briffot's  acquaintance  "Nvith  living  languages  ex-' 
tended  to  the  pnglifh,  German^  Italian,  and  Spanifli  5 
he  had  recently  added  to  his  ot^er  ftudies  chcmiftry, 
phyfics,  ianatomy,  and  religion.  In  thefe  and  many 
other  branches  of  knowledge,  he  bos^fted  that  hfe 
had  important  information  to  difclofe  to  the  world. 

4  Precis  de  la  Conduite  de  Madame  de  GenUsdepyis  la  Revolution, 

>'^''- •  He 
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He  had  remarked  that,  '*  if  philofophical  books  iGoet  to 
were  the  beft  vehicle  of  political  revolutions,  great  Geneva, 
obftacies  oppofed  its  efficacy.  The  career  of  genius 
was  impeded  by  the  dread  of  the  Baftille:  the 
labours  of  the  printers  were  flopped  by  their  ap- 
prehenfion  of  the  police :  the  bookfellers  ^alone 
fet  prohibitions  at  defiance.  The  difficulty,  there- 
fore, was  not  to  procure  a  fale,  but  to  find  au-  v 
thors  and  printers.  Now,  by  placing  the  one  and 
the  other  in  foreign  countries,  a  remedy  exifted 
againft  the  double  impediment ;  for  the  avarice  of 
fmugglers  would  afterwards  infure  the  intro- 
duftioi^'of  the  books  into  France.  Full  of  this 
idea,  he  imagined  that  the  projeft  of  fpreading 
through  France  great  political  principles  might 
eafily  be  effedled,  were  fome  intrepid  and  en- 
lightened friends  of  liberty  to  form. a  coalition,  to 
fix  their  refid^nce  and  compofe  their  works  in 
London,  a  city  where  the  freedom  of  individuals 
is  maintained  in  the  higheft  degree;  and  after- 
wards, were  they  to  print  them  in  either  Switzer^ 
land  or  Germany^  countries  where  the  paper  and 
the  various  expences  of  the  prefs  are  cheaper,  and 
from  whence  fuch  works  might  with  more  faci- 
lity be  introduced  and  diffeminated  through 
France.  Thefe  memoirs  might  be  collefted  toge- 
ther into  a  kind  of  periodical  work,  under  the  title 
of  An  univerfal  Correfpondence  on  Points  which  are 
inter  ejiing  to  the  Welfare  of  Man  and  of  Society. 
He  communicated  his  projeft  to  men  who  pojfejfed 
th§  reputation  of  glowing  with  an  abhorrence  again/i 
defpotifm.  They  received  it  favourably ;  they  en- 
couraged him ;  they  promifed  him  every  kind  of 
fupport.  He  fecured  a  printer  and  bookfeller^  at 
^  that,  time  eminent  in  Germany j  who  undertook  to 
engage  in  this  bufinefs,  to  reprint  and  to  circulate 
copies  in  the  north  of  Europe;  and.  he  kept  his 
word.  The  fource  from  whence  a  literary  inun- 
dation might  have  flowed  in  upon  all  France  was 

**  Switzer" 
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*^  Switzerland.     Geneva  znd  Net^ciaiel  thm  oStttS, 

**  the  principal  aflbrtment  of  prohibited  books,  and 

^^  he  travelled  thither.      During  his  refidence  at 

**  Geneva  he  became    acquainted  witl^  Clavierc. 

**  Geneva  did  not  fuit  his  purpofe,  but  Neirfcbatel 

♦•  oiFered  every  advantage,    and  to  Netrfcbatel  ^e 

^  gave  the  preference.     Sure  of  the  reprinting  and 

"  of  the  diftribution  of  the  work,  and  relying  upon 

"  his  co-operators  at  Paris,  he  haftened  to  London, 

**  and  publifhed  his  Profpeflus.    The  firft  numbers 

"  came  out  in  the  moft  rapid  fucceilion.     He  fpared 

^  neither  money  nor  labour  to  give  folidity  to  the 

*'  eftablifhment.     He  unfufpeftingly  conceived  that 

•*  bejhouldhave  been  feconded  by  thofe  wbo^  binding 

•*  tbetJif elves  under  the  mojif acred  oaths ^  hadpromifed 

"  affijiance  and  materials.   They  profeffed  themfelves 

•*  ready  toftgn  articles  even  with  their  own  blood.    But 

**  he  rejedled  this  idea,  and  refufed  to  accept  of  any 

**  written  compaft  whatfoever.    His  affociates  fported 

*•  with  every  obligation.     Although  deferted,  he 

"  had  the  refolution  to  publifh  two  volumes  of  this 

**  correfpondence.     They  were  favourably  received 

**  and  reprinted  in  Germany  \  but  the  Englijh  and 

*'  Neufchatel  editions  were  feized  in  France :  not  a 

••  fingle  copy  got  abroad ;  fo  that  this  work,  which 

*^  might  have  aflifted  in  preparing  the  reign  of  free- 

*^  dom,  continued  unknown  in  that  country.    He 

*'  loft  by  this  undertaking  more  than  ten  thoufand 

"  livres  (437/.   ioj.)'-'* 

Ohferra-         I  have  copicd  the  laft  paragraph  from  Briffot's  own 

lUd!  tianf.  account  of  the  tranfaftion ;  becaufe,  I  think,  allow- 

aaions.      ing  for  the  author's  vanity  in  fuppofmg  himfelf  th0 

firlt  who  had  fuggefted  a  projeft  long  before  adopted, 

and  allowing  for   his  caution  in  fupprefling  fome 

feas  and  falfifying  others,  it  affords  a  ftrong  illut 

tration  of  the  confpiracy  refpefting  which  Barruel 

and  Profeffw  Robifon  have  advanced  fpch  iyrefra^ 

»  8«  life,  p.  27  tc>3«. 

gable 
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gaUe  proo&  If  Ikews  the  nature  of  the  canfpff 
and  ibe  mexas  of  givii^  it  effed ;  and  points  de 
to  the  £uHe  obje£b  whkh  are  indicated  by  Barrue 
and  Rolttfolu  The  probable  caofe  of  Briflbt's  beiQg 
deferted  is»  that  die  party  with  ^hom  he  was  con* 
ne&ed  fufpefted  that  he  was  a  ipy  for  government^ 
or^vere  a|^rdienfive  k(t  his  imprudence  and  levity 
might,  in  the  ferment  Vv^bich  prevailed  at  Geneva, 
make  fome  difcoveries  highly  detrimental  to  their 
caufe. 

BriifQt,   though  difs^pointed  and  in^overifhed,     i^^i. 
was  not  difcouraged ;  he  refolved  to  go  to  England  ^^^  ^« 
that  he  might  from  thence  difleminate  his  {^ndples  ^"S^*"^^ 
in  France.     He  bad  brforc  inve/Ugated  tie  EngUJb 
Conftliuiion  on  the/pot  %  and  now  thought,  in  Ipite  of 
its  defeds,  it  was  a  modd  for  thofe  fodeties  who 
were  deiirous  of  changing  thdr  form  of  government. . 
To  dude  the  vigilance  of  the  French  adminiftration,  pubiiihes  m 
he  propofed  to  publiih  a  Journal  written  in  London,  loumai. 
and  containing  a  Defcription  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences  in 
England^  the  greater  part  of  which  he  intended  to 
devote  to  an  inveftigadonof  the  Englifh  conftitudon. 
The  French  miniftry,  after  many  difficulties,  granted 
a  privilege  for  this  Journal  on  condidon  that,  bdng 
printed  at  London,  it  might  be  reprinted  at  Paris* 
In  this  work  he  alfo  endeavoured  to  give  fome  in* 
formation  refpeding  the  Britifh  poiieilions  in  India, 
with  a  view  ''  to  accelerate  the  moment  when  that 
"  region  ihould  be  open  to  all  nadons/'      After     i7||. 
the  publicadon  of  twelve  numbers,   forming  two 
c^Yo  volumes,  the  work  was  difcontinued* 

'  &riflm*8  firft  vifit  to  England  is  faid  by  his  Biographer  to  hate 
taken  place  in  1777.  I  did  not  mentipn  it  in  its  place  becaafe  I  knew 
no  particular  circmnftanoes  attending  it ;  and  I  ha^e  noticed  it  in  this 
place  exa£^]y  in  the  words  and  in  the  manner  of  firiflbt  himfelf  3  be- 
caafe  I  think  his  cautious  mode  of  adverting  to  it  feems  to  afford  a 
prtfumpuve  proof  that  he  was  Tent,  at  Burke  has  faid,  as  a  fpy  from 
the  police,  or  on  Tome  other  iniquitous  errand*  The  reader  will  re- 
col  lea  that  Briflbt,  though  he  afteds  to  throw  oftn  to  bit  enemia  the  look 
•J  int  Rfi,  has  inTolved  3>is  and  manj  other  parts  of  it  in  a  ftudied 
«bfcuritjr. 

At 
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M»«  ly  At  the  fame  time,  Briffot  had  formed  a  plan  of 

*****"•       eftablifliing  in  London  a  centre  of  correfpondence 

and  reunion  with  all  the  learned  men  and  politicians 

of  Europe,  under  the  appearance  of  a  lyceum,  fiimlar 

to  thofe  at  Paris.     "  //  was  my  wijh^**  he  fays,  "  u 

'♦  create  that  univerfal  confederattBn  ef  the  friends  of 

*^  liberfy  and  of  truths   which  more  fortunate  fhilih 

**  fophers  than  myfelf  have  realifed  at  Paris  fince  the 

^  French  revolution^     His  fuccefs  was  prevented,  a& 

he  fays,  by  the  perverfe  difpofition  of  a  partner, 

whom  he  does  not  name ;  but  whom  he  reprefents 

as  the  dupe  of  treacherous  inftigations  ;  and  by  the 

May  1784.  inceffant  perfecutions  of  the  French  miniftry.    One 

caufe  of  his  failure,  and  of  his  quitting  England, 

\*rhich  he  has  omitted  to  mention,  is  recorded  by  his 

Biographer,  namely,  that  he  was  arrefted  by  his 

printer ;  and  his  projefts  had  left  him  in  fuch  a  ftate 

of  penury,  that  he  was  indebted  to  the  generofity  of 

a  friend  for  his  liberation.    Soon  after  his  releafe  he 

returned  to  Paris. 

Vl\%  q»ar-       Durfng  his  refidence  in  England  he  had  quarrelled 

wSeNith  de  Morande,  editor  of  the  Courier  d^' Europe  \ 

*  and  the  enmity  of  that  Joumalift  is  faid  to  have  oc 

cafioned  the  feverity  with  which  Briffot  w^^s  treated 

by  the  French  government, 

bis  com.        A  publication  of  peculiar  audacity  and  virulence, 

2^*^*^"^^^^^  written  by  one  Pelleport,  was  fo  offenfive  to  the 

French  miniftry,  that  they  offered  a  thoufand  louis^ 

^        d^or  for  apprehending  the  author.      Induced  by  this 

reward,  de  Morande  inveigled  Pelleport  to  Boulogne, 

and  delivered  him  up  to  the  French  government, 

Briffot  having  been   acquainted   with  Pelleport  'at 

istii  July   London,  was  pointed  out  as  a  co-operator  in  his 

''**•     publication,  arrefted,  and  fent  to  the  BaftiUq  \ 

'  There  arc  rnanv  reafons  for  doubling  the  corre6lncfs  of  the  ac- 
count given  by  Briflot  of  his  arreft,  and  the  motives  of  it*  His  Bio- 
grapher differs  from  him  io  narrating  the  particulars  $  but,  for  want 
of  a  better  authority,  I  have  related  the  taf^s  as  they  ar^  detailed  by 
Bri^ot,  with  lome  additions  frona  his  Biograpb^r^ 

k 


BRISSOT*  tzi 

tn  this  fituation  BriiTot  appGed  to  madame  de  and  dir« 
€r6nli$7  then  well  known  as  an  author^  who  in-  ^^^*s^* 
terefted  the  duke  de  Chartres,  afterwards  Orleans, 
in  his  behalf";  and fuch  eflfedtual  folicitations  were 
made,  that  after  a  confinement  of  lefs  than  two 
months  he  was  liberated,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  loth  Sept. 
not  return  to  England.  This  is  the  only  account  of 
his  confinement  which  is  now  public ;  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  think,  that  if  the  records  of  his  commit- 
ment had  been  fairly  given  to  the  world,  they  would 
have  expofed  fome  fafts  relative  to  his  original  em- 
ploy under  government.  He  feems  to  have  been 
peculiarly  anxious  to  conceal  thefe  fefts ;  for  when 
the  regifters  of  the  Baftille  were  publifhed,  under  tne 
title  of  La  Bajiille  devoilee,  he  fuppreffed  that  part 
of  the  book  which  contained  the  re^ons  of  hiseom- 
mitment,  and  wrote  fhe  article  himfelf,  in  a  manner 
which  conveyed  very  little  information  *. 

Madame  de  Genlis  fays,  that  Brifibt  was  totally  His  msr* 
unknown  to  her,  even  by  name,  till  fhe  effcfted  his  "*8«- 
releafe  from  the  Baftille ;  and  that  he  afterwards 
made  his  addrelTes  to  mademoifelle  Dupont,  who 
was  in  the  fexvice  of  mademoifelle  d' Orleans  ^.  In 
this  ftatement  madame  de  Genlis  is  miftaken.  It  ap- 
pears from  Briflbt's  own  Narrative  *,  fi'om  the  re- 
port of  Breteuil  the  minifter,  quoted  in  the  fame 
work  %  from  the  account  given  by  his  Biographer, 
and  from  a  Letter  publifhed  in  the  Correfpondence  ^ 
fecrhe^  and  afterwards  reprinted  in  la  Bajtille  de^ 
voilee  **,  that  he  had  been  long  married  to  made- 
moifelle Dupont,  and  had  left  her,  with  a  child  four 
months  old,  in  England.  This  lady  is  commended 
by  madame  Roland  as  a  pattern  of  aSedion,  in- 
duflry,  and  domeflic  virtue '. 

^  Precis  de  la  Conduite  de  Madame  de  Genlis,  p.  ||» 
^  See  Baftille  devoil^,  troifieme  livraifon^  p.  75. 
'  r  Precis  de  1a  Condt^ite  de  Madame  de  Genlis,  p.  39. 

«P.4S.  .      »P-4.*. 

^  Quatrieme  livraifon,  p.  119.  ' 

*  Appei  a  riaqiartialft  PofteritI,  f ol.  11.  p.  47*    . 

Having 
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i7.*5«  Having  obtained  his  liberty,  he  refumed  his  lite- 
:Jon«l^*'  rary  occupations ;  and  publi&ed  Two  Letters  to  the 
Emperor  Jofeph  IL  concerning  the  Right  tf  Emigratum^ 
and  the  Right  of  the  People  to  revolt.  .  Thefe  Letters 
were  circulated  in  Germany,  but  fupprefled  by  the 
police  in  France.  They  were  occafioned  by  the 
emperor's  edift  againft  emigration,  and  by  the  puniih- 
ment  of  Horiah,  the  chief  of  the  Walachian  infur- 
gents*  In  the  next  year,  he  produced  Pbiirfopbical 
Letters  on  the  Hifiory  of  England^  a  work  which» 
though  fimilar  in  title,  was  diametrically  oppofite  in 
principles  to  one  publiihed  in  England,  and  attributed 
to  lord  Lyttleton,  though,  in  faS,  written  by  dodor 
Goldfmith.  Briflbt's  book  was  not  fuccdbful.  He 
alfo  publiihed  A  Critical  Examination  of  the  Travels 
(f  the  Marquis  de  Chatelleux  in  North  America^  in 
which  he  defended  the  caofe  of  the  fiaves,  the  peo- 
pie,  and  the  Quakers,  againft  the  attacks  of  the 
marquis,  whom  he  calls  a  military  wit.  At  diis 
period  BrifTot  changed  his  fentiments  on  govern* 
ment ;  and  transferred  the  admiration  he  had  felt 
for  the  mixed  conftitution  of  England,  to  the  re- 
publican form  adopted  in  America.  He  oonfidered 
an  alliance  and  ftrid  commercial  connexion  with  the 
United  States  an  objed  of  ^  firft  importanee  to 
France ;  and,  aiiifted  by  Clavierej  wrote  a  volume 
on  the  fubjeft,  intided.  The  Commerce  of  America 
with  Europe^  particularly  with  France  and  Great 
Britain^  Jlated  and  eicplbinod.  A  tranilation  of  this 
work  was  publiihed  in  England  and  in  America. 
Appointed  An  advantageous  alteration  was  now  made  in 
thclhao-^**  Briffot's  circumftauces,  he  was  received  into  the 
eery  of  houfehold  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.  He  was  em- 
d*Orifant  j  ployed  by  Ducreft,  the  duke's  chancellor,  as  fecretary 
general  of  the  jchancery,  with  a  falary  of  a  thouland 
crowns  (250/.),  and  apartments  in  the  Palais  Royal. 
BrifTot  fays,  '^  Ducreu  wifhed  eagerly  to  attach  me 
^'  to  his  adminiflration,  which  be  was  anxious  to 
**  fignalize  by  great  and  falutary  nieafures.    I  felt 

"  a  dread 
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'*  a  dread  of  this  kind  of  engagements ;  but  he 
"  cleared  all  obftacles  away,  and  a  particular  cir- 
"  cumftance  determined  me  to  accept  the  poft''." 
Madame  de  Genlis,  however,  relates  the  fad  in  a 
manner  lefs  flattering  to  Briflbt's  importance.  She 
fays,  that  flie  endeavoured  to  diffuade  mademoifelle 
Dupont  from  marrying  a  man  without  fortune,  and, 
according  to  her  opinion,  without  abilities.  Finding 
the  young  lady  decided  in  her  choice,  {he  promifed 
to  folicit  a  fmall  sq)pointment  for  BriiTot,  and  ob« 
tained  from  ifee  j^kdoe  of  Qrleaois,  when  he  fucceeded 
to  his  paternal  eftate,  'the  place  which  BriiTot  occu- 
pied. He  waited  on  madame  de  Genlis,  together 
with  his  wife,  to  return  thanks  for  a  favor  furpailing 
his  moft  fangulne  hopes,  but  never  renewed  the 
vifit,  or  (hewed  the  leaft  gratitude  towards  his 
benefafhrefs.  He  was  unwilling  that  his  wife  ihould 
frequent  a  family  where  many  of  the  fervants  re- 
membered her  being  on  a  level  with  themfelves  *. 

To  merit  the  favors  he  received,  BriiTot  employed  ^"^  •' 
his  pen  in  forwarding  the  views  of  his  platron.      He  ^^^^     * 
wrote  a  pamphlet  againft  the  adminiilration  of  the 
archbiihbp  of    Sens,   intitled.    No  Bankruptcy  \   or 
Letters  to  a  Creditor  of  the  State  concerning  the  Im- 
pojftbility  of  a  National  Bankruptcy^  and  the  Means  of 
re/ioring  Credit  and  Peace. 

Though  this  pamphlet  was  publiihed  without  any  ^^\^. 
name  in  the  title-page,  BriiTot  was  difcovered  to  be     ^       * 
the  author,  and  a  lettre  de  cachet  was  ifTued  againft 
him,  but  he  obtained  intelligence  of  his  danger,  and 
efcaped  into  Holland,  where  a  party  was  attempting 
to  effeft  a  change  of  government^  but  did  not  fuc- 
ceed.    He  then,  contrary  to  his  promife  when  he  to  Eng- 
was  difcharged  from  the  Bailille,  went  to  England.  i»»<*8 
t'rom  England  he  proceeded  to  Mechlin,  and  be- 

''Life,  p.  50. 

^  Precis  de  la  Condtstte,  &c.  p*  39.    Se«  alfo  the  Hiiiory  of  the 
BdlTotiiis  by  Camille  DefmoulinB,  p.  9.. 
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editor  of  a 

news-|>a- 

per. 

Amisdet 
Noirs. 


came  editor'  of  a  news-paper,  called   Le  Courier 
Belgique. 

While  Briflbt  remained  in  France,  a  fociety  had 

been  eftabliflied  under  the  name  of  Amis  des  Noirsy 

the  pretended  objed  of  which  was  to  obtain  the  total 

abolition  of  negro  flavery/    BriiTot  was  one  of  the 

earlieft  members,  and  even  pretends  that  he  was  the 

founder  of  this  fociety.     To  forward  the  views  of 

June  1788.  the  jlmis  de  Noirs^  he  refolved  to  make  a  voyage  to 

America,  and  feems  to  have  entertained  thoughts  of 

fettling  there,  which  he  was  eafily  induced  to  refign. 

Difmiffed        A  change  having  taken  phce  m  the  houfehold  of 

byOrieans.  j^jg  ^^^^^^  Briffot  was  difcharged,  or  more  probably 

the  nature  of  his  employment  was  altered. 

In  the  fervice  of  Orleans  he  had  many  opportu- 
nities of  becoming  acquainted  with  men  who  confi- 
dered  themfelves  deftined  to  effeft  a  revolution,  but 
he  was  difgufted  with  their  immorality,  and  they  en- 
tertained no  efteem  for  him.     He  quitted  France 
with  a  perfuafion  that  the  period  of  revolution  was 
diftant ;  but  he  had  not  paffed  many  months  in 
America  before  he  was  informed  that  a  convocation 
of  the  ftates  general  was  refolved  on,  and  he  probably 
received  a  fummons  to  return.     He  committed  to 
writing  the  obfervations  made  during  his  refidence 
in  the  United  States,  and  afterwards  publilhed  them 
under  the  title  of  New  Travels  in  America. 

At  his  return,  BriiTot  found  t!^  public  engaged  in 
all  the  violence  of  political  difcufSon,  which  preceded 
the  afTefnbly  of  the  ftates  general.  He  wrote  a  plan 
of  condu£l  for  the  deputies  of  the  people ^  which  fliared 
the  fate  of  the  numerous  pamphlets  of  the  day. 

I'here  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  BriiTot  co-operated 
with  the  Orleans  faftion  in  thofe  meafures  which 
produced  the  revolution,  but  his  precife  efforts  are 
not  afcertained.  At  the  period  of  the  capture  of 
the  Baftille,  he  was  prefident  of  the  feftion  DesFtlles 
St.  Thomas  J  and  by  fome  accountable  accident^  as  he 
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\\  the  keys  of  that  fortrefs,  and  the  fword  of 
de  Ldfme,  the  major-general,  were  brought  to  him  •• 
There  is  no  reafon  to  call  this  an  unaccountable 
accident;  Briflbt  was  known  to  be  a  friend  of 
Orleans,  and  thofe  who  had  inftigated  the.  riots 
which  produced  the  taking  of  the  Baftille  were 
determined  that  the  keys  mould  be  intruited  only 
to  a  friend  of  that  prince.  , 

At  the  revoludon  the  reign  of  the  joumalifls  PublMhcta 
began,  and  Briffot  immediately  eftabliflied  a.dailj  '•'"^^ 
paper,  under  the  title  of  Le  Patriate  Francois.  This 
journal  was  devoted  xo  revolutionary  principles^ 
highly  approving  every  breach  of  law  and  fodal 
order,  till  his  party  had  attained  power,  and  was 
afterwards  diftinguimed  for  a  feries  of  violent.  ihic« 
tures  on  the  oppofite  faftion,  which  they  never 
forgave. 

During  the  early  periods  of  the  revolution,  the  Atiaeh- 
ftamc  of  Briflbt  was  little  known.  He  feems  to  have  qS^. 
adhered  to  the  Orleans  faction,  though  he  was  not 
fo  aftive  as  other  partifans  of  that  prince.  He  wa$ 
one  of  the  committee  eftabliihed  at  the  Hotel  de 
I^/e,  to  inqtiire  into  the  conduct  of  Orleans  in  the 
confpiracy  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  Oftober.  They 
fiiewed  the  mod  decided  partiality  in  their  proceed* 
ings,  and  contrived  to  fhape  the  inquiry  in  fuch  a 
tnanner,  that  it  was  almoft  impoflible  to  convid  the 
offenders  ^.  When  the  national  affembly  changed 
Ae  place  of  its  fitting  from  Verfailles  to  Paris,  he 
attended  with  a  deputation  of  citizens,  and,  at 
fpeakcr,  congratulated  them  on  the  event*  This 
Removal  was  effected  by  the  intrigues  and  criminal 
^ertions  of  Orleans,  and  the  congratulation,  which 
i^d  been  previouily  concerted  with  Mirabeau,  was 
highly  accq>table  to  the  duke  ^ 

baftille  deroii^y  troifi^me  Livraifon,  p.  75. 

^  Tmpartiftl  Hittory*  vol.  i.  p,  is9* 

^  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  ii.  p.  391. 

*  HiftoriM.    Peliate^.    Moore*«  Vi«w,  vol.  ii.  p.  59. 
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^«rt;«nf  Briffot  did  not  often  appear  at  the  Jacobin  club, 
>rJiL  but  in  the  focicty  of  Amis  des  Noirt  he  was  afthre 
M>>«*  and  inde£uigable.  He  promoted  every  meafure 
which  tended  to  procure  the  uncooditidnal  emtdici- 
pation  of  the  people  of  colour,  to  |dabe  theB^  oo  a 
level  with  the  white  pbnters,  ziid  protore  to  the 
colonifts  the  barren  honor  of.  fending  feprdientatives 
to  the  French  legiilature.  .  This  focibty  waa  not  in« 
ftituted  merely  fbr  the  purpofes  62s^prefled  by^  its 
name,  but  as  a  point  of  union  for  all  tbofp  pre-* 
tended  phibfophers,  who  &V6ured  the  xaoA  e^t^nfive 
plan$  of  revohtion  and  diforder''^  The  condud  of 
the  members^  and  the  affedati<m  of  perfe&  freedom 
and  equality,  obferred  at .  thl&^iheetings  tiend  tg  cGih 
firm  this  h&.  Pby&ir  fays,.''^  Xhk  zStmiUjit^lei 
*f  Friends  ofiA&blofksi  nughti. with. mote  propriety 
**  have  been  termed  Enemies  of  the  whites  ;  jt  was  si 
**  fcbool  §0T  equality  and  abfurdifyK^  There  i^le 
^  of  diSerent  feies,and  of  all  ra»ks,^.Qli|^t  bead- 
^  mitted  ^  but  it  was  ekprcfsly  fi)rbiddto/tp  lake  off 
^  the  hat  .or  falute  the  company;,  fo  that  Briffot 
**  and  conforts,  fpecul^tting  on  the  .revolutions  they 
^^  could  bring  on,  and  the  plunder  they  could  g^^ 
*^  were  jumbled  into- one  aflfembly  wkh  the  yktuous 
<^  Madame  d&  la  Rochefoucauld,  without  morii 
**  ceremony  than  porters  in  the  tap-rooto  of  aa 
^  ale-houfe  \  The  eflfefts  of  tlub  affodaltipn  were 
ftriftly  confonant  to  its  imputed  cadfes^  '  Shortly 
after  the  revolution,  the  trade  of  France  laaguiflied) 
and  the  only  branch  of  commerce  which  rtmaioed 
flouriihing  was  the  trade  to  the  fueas  colonies. 
The  efforts  of  the  Amis  des  Noirs  threw  the  merchants 
interefted  in  this  trade  into  the  utmoft  confternanon^ 
and  in  the  end  their  alarms  proved  but  too  well 
founded  "*.  A  mulatto  from  St.  Domingo,  named 
Oge,  was  admitted  to  this  fociety,  and  became  fo 

k  Memoires  dii  JacobiniTmey  par  Barrneli  vol*  ii.  p*  446* 

1  Hiftoiy  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  92?; 

J«  Arthur  Young's  Travels,  p.  175. 
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Inflamed  vAAi  the  deciamations  in  favor  6f  liberty 
and  equality  of  rights,  that  at  his  return  to  the 
colony  he  put  hiihfdf  at  the  head'of  a  troop  of 
rebellious  mtilattoes  and  negroes,  who^  though  their 
number  was  ftnall,  carried  devaftation  and  terror 
into  the  pofTeffions  and  babitadons  of  the  coionift$» 
Oge,  after  a  feries  of  inhuman  a^s,  was  taken^  and 
expiated  his  crimes  by  a  death  equally  barbarous  ^ 
he  was  broken  on  the  wheel,  aiid  left  to  expire  ia 
tortures  \  Thefe  events  alarmed  many  perfons  in 
France,  who,  though  well  difpofed  to  favor  every 
revolutionary  impulfe,  were  terrified  at  the  difafterfc 
and  the  cruel  exterminating  war  with  which  the 
colonies  were  threatened.  Barnave  was  at  the  head 
of  the  remonftrating  party ;  Mirabeau  and  Robe- 
fpierre  were  confpicuous  adherents  of  the  Amh  des 
Noirs.  Several  decrees  were  obtained  fo  prejudicial 
to  the  interefts  of  the  colony,  that  thereprefentarives 
retired  in  difguft  from  the  affembly*.  Briffot  was 
invariably  a^ve  in  promoting  the  caufe  ;  his  paper 
'^fzs  devoted  to  it,  and  considered  fo  likely  to  produce 
the  defired  effefts,  that  feveral  numbers  were  carried 
out  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in  which  the  foldiers  and 
IMlors  were  taught  to  fpread  the  doftriiie  of  equality. 
His  Travels  in  America  were  principally  written  to 
favor  the  fame  caufe ;  and  he  made  a  fpeech  in  the 
Jacobin  club,  exhorting  all  France  to  perfevere  in 
demanding  that  people  of  colour  fliould  be  admitted 
to  the  rights  of  man.  Thefe  baleful  exertions  pro- 
duced infurreftions,  maffacres,  and  devaftations 
which  defolated  the  whole  colony,  and  threatened 
to  feparate  it  for  ever  ff  om  the  dominion  of  France. 
Petitions  were  frequently  prefented  by  the  injured 
proprietors,  but  were  always  combated  by  the  Amis  ' 
des  Noirs  J  and  particularly  by  Briffot,  as  well  after  he 
became  a  legiflator  as  before.    The  planter^  were  at 

^  See  Bryan  EdwardVs  Hif^ory  of  St,  Domingo,  c.  iv. 
*  Hiftohca}  Skttclix  p.  215.  415. 
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length  obKgcd  to  refign  thdr  caufe  to  time  and 
chance  ^ 
?^nT^  It  18  not  my  intention  to  difcufs  the  abftraS 
them.  queftion  of  negro  flaTery,  or  even  to  confider  how 
^r  propriety  required  that  in  times  fo  turbulent,  a 
good  patriot  (hould  have  &crificed  fome  portion  of 
His  feelings,  and  even  of  his  judgment,  to  the  tran* 
quillity  of  his  country  and  to  the  fecurity  of  its 
colonies.  Re&itude  of  intention  affords  little  ezcufe 
for  political  delinquency  of  confiderable  magnitude, 
efpecially  for  thofe  politicians  who  have  the  advan* 
tage  of  hearinj^  their  fentiments  ably  combated ;  but 
if  a  mode  of  condud  in  itfelf  problematical  or 
hazardous  can  be  afcribed  to  felfifli  or  difhoneit 
motives,  no  terms  of  execration  are  fufficiently  em- 
phatical  to  ftigmatize  the  man  who  thus  wantonly 
and  wickedly  excites  the  florm  of  popular  commo- 
tion, to  anfwer  fome  bafe  purpofe  of  his  own.  The 
following  narrative,  explaining  the  views  of  the 
fodety  of  jlmh  des  Noirs^  is  taken  from  Bertrand^ 
A  Chevalier  de  St.  Louis^  named  de  Langle,  bad 
rendered  fervices  to  Bertrand,  and  was  in  the  habit 
of  communicating  fuch  fads  as  he  was  enabled  to 
learn  by  mixing  in  focieties  of  every  defcription. 
Converling  on  the  troubles  of  St.  Domingo,  he  en- 
tered into  fome  details  which  furprifed  the  minifter. 
To  explain  the  manner  in  which  he  had  acquired 
his  information,  de  Langle  dated,  that  he  was  in- 
timately acquainted  witl\[  the  miftrels  of  Raimond, 
the  mulatto,  who  was  agent  for  the  colony ;  that 
this  man  had  the  greateft  confidence  in  her,  and 
allowed  her  to  read  all  his  papers ;  that,  of  courfe, 
Ihe  knew  every  particular  of  his  correfpondence 
refpedting  St.  Domingo,  all  which  flie  divulged  to 

F  See  HiftorieSy  Debates,  and  Journals*  particithrly  Le  Mercnre 
Frangoifty  vols,  de  Mai,  d'Oflobrcy  Novetnprey  et  Decembre,  179T ; 
et  de  Janviery  Fevrier,  and  Mars,  179s*  Bryan  £dward«*8  Uiftory  of 
Se.  Doniinj|o*    Life  of  Dumourief^  vol.  ii.  p,  SS« 

9  Memoirs,  yoI.  ii.  p.  277* 
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the  chevalier  J  IkSng  diflatisfied  with  Raimond  for 
not  paying  her  fo  liberally  as  fhe  expefted.  From 
her  intelligence  it  appeared^  that  all  the  troubles  of 
the  colonies  had  been  excited,  and  were  kept  tip  by 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  Jmis  des  Noirs.  It  alfo  ap. 
peared,  that  a  confiderable  contribution  had  been 
raifed  from  the  richeft  mulattoes  of  St.  Domingo, 
and  fent  to  Paris.  The  correfpondence  in  Raimond'g 
pofieffion  related  to  all  thefe  fafls,  and  Bertrand 
commiffioned  the  chevalier  to  perfuade  the  lady 
again  to  examine  the  papers,  and  read  thofe  of  the 
oldeft  date  with  fuch  attention  as  would  enable  her 
to  repeat  the  heads  of  what  they  contained,  This 
cominiffion  was  faithfully  executed.  In  a  few  days 
de  Langle  read  to  his  employer  a  note  dictated  by 
the  woman,  containing  defcriptions  of  the  contents 
of  feveral  parcels  of  papers.  The  firft  patcel  con- 
tained minutas  of  plans  and  inftrudions  fent  to  St. 
Domingo  in  1790  and  1791,  for  the  purpofe  of 
exciting,  conducing,  and  fupporting  the  infurrec- 
tion;  and  alfo  copies  of  printed  pamphlets  and 
hand-bills,  which  were  to  be  diftributed  in  the 
colony.  The  fecond  parcel  contained  a  draft  of  a 
plan,  and  the  regifter  of  a  contribution  to  be  raifed 
m  St.  Domingo,  amounting  to  upwards  of  feven 
millions  (306^250/.)  ;  great  part  of  this  money  was 
to  be  fent  to  Paris^  to  reward  the  paft,  and  purchafe 
the  new  fcrvices  of  fev^al  members  of  the  affembly 
and  of  the  Jacobin  clubs,  to  pay  lawyers,  writers  of 
pamphlets,  and  JQumalifts,  to  diefray  the  expence  of 
printing,  placards,  &c.  The  third  parcel  confided  , 
of  original  letters,  addrefled  to  Raimond  by  his 
correfpondents  in  St.  Doniingo,  with  notes  of  his 
anfwers.  One  of  thefe  letters  announced^  that 
nearly  a  million  (43,750  A)  had  been  fent  to  Paris, 
en  attendant  mieux.  And  it  appeared  by  one  of 
Raimond's  anfwers,  that  Briflbt  had  been  intrufled 
with  three  hundred  thoufand  livres  (13,125/.); 
Cpndorcet  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
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(6526/.);    the    abbe    Gregoire   eighty    thoufand 
(3500/.);    and  Pction  fixty   thou^d  (2615/.). 
Robefpicrre  would  accept  of  no  money,  either  for 
the  purpofe  of  diftribution  or  as  a  gratification,  but 
ferved  the  caufe  with  unabated  zeal.     M.  Bertrand 
was  defirous  to  obtain  poifeffion  of  thefe  important 
papers,  and  had  entered  into  a  negociation  for  that 
purpofe,  which  promifed  the  completed  fuccefs,  but 
he  was  difappointed,  firft  by  the  abfence  of  Raimond, 
who   went   to  pafs   the  fummer  at  Auteuil,  and 
finally,  by  the  cataftrophe  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft. 
If  this  ftatement  is  true,  the  views  of  the  Anus  des 
Noirs  are  completely  afcertained,  and  their  condud 
is  fufficiently  flagitious  to  devote  them  to  abhor- 
rence.    The  evidence  is  not  by  any  means  perfeft, 
but  confidering  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  it  warrants 
belief.     Bertrand .  had  too  much  fagacity  to  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  an  unfounded  ftory ;  the  details  are 
circumftantial,  and  have  every  appearance  of  cor- 
reftnefs ;  de  Langle   had  received  favors   and  ex« 
pefted  more,   and   M.  Bertrand   corroborates  his 
aflfertions  by  ftating,  that   he  had  often  received 
private  and  early  intelligence  from  him,  which  he 
ufually  found  exaft  \     Briflbt  himfelf  acknowledges 
that  a  report  of  his  having  enriched  himfelf  by  his 
exertions  in  this  caufe  had  been  circulated.     He  pofi* 
tively  denies  the  fad,  and  avers,  that  the  part  he  took 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  colour  had  been  extremely 
detrimental  to  his  interefts  ;    and  that  he  was  never 
reimburfed  what  he  had  advanced  •*     This  affertion 
is  not  iatisfadory,  and  Briflbt  might  have  convinced 
more  of  his  readers  of  his  difintereftednefs,  if,  in- 
ftead  of  defcanting  on  his  moderation  and  the  plain- 
nefs  of  his  dwelling,  he  had  informed  them  by  what 
means  he  was  enabled  to  advance  money,  to  main? 
'tain  a  houfe,  and  to  fupport  an-  unfuccefsful  news- 
{)aper. 

9  Memgirij  rol.  il«  p.  %fy.  $  Life,  p.  81. 
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There  is  rcsafon  to  belfeve  that  Rriflbt*s  new«^p«i^^5  chara^er 
Le  Patriate  Franfm^M%%  not  fuccefsfql,  ati^^,tip[l5||^^^'5''^^^ 
the  miniftry  created  by  his  influence,  and  dfvot^d^to.  papcn 
his  views9  expended  the  public  money  in  qiix^dlg^jPig 
it.     Chriftie,  in  eaumcrating  the  different  jourii^ls     ■ 
publHhed  in  France,  from  which  refpeftable  infwn]^^ 
tion  may  be  derived,  does  not  mention  Le  P^itmte^ 
Franfois  *.     Itpoflefled  one  title  to  celebrity  ;  that 
of  fupporting  the  caufe  of  infubordination^  recomr 
mendting  revok,  and  apologizing  for  maffacre  aad, 
pillage*      When: the  banditti  of  Avignon  fpre^^d 
terror  around,  and  the  horror  excited  by  their  bar* 
barities  appeared  to  aaimate  the  whole  legifl^ture 
and   people  with  finuiltaaeous  indignation,  Briffot 
ftood   forward  their  advocate   and  apologift.     He 
confidered  this  petty  army  of  robbers  and  murderers 
as  including  the  majefty  of  the  people,  and  condemned 
refiftsoice  as  an  oppofition  of  the  few  to  the  will  of 
the  majority*    At  a  period  when  the  recital  of  their 
atrocious  deeds  made  the  heart  (hudder  and  tbQ 
blood  recoil,  Briffot  extolled  their  fa^guinary  prOf 
ceedings,  and  diftinguiflted  them  by  the  tit|e  of  the 
Providence  $fthe  South  \ 

The  hypocrify  of  Briffot,  the  ftoical  rigor  which  ^P^^*'% 
he  always  affeded*,  and  the  cautious  referve  whloli  hT8"^rincir 
he  maintained  to  all  but  a  few  intimates  ^,  .reiKl^r>  pies, 
it  extl^emely  difficult  to  trace  the  motives   of  his 
conduft,  and  to  afcertain  whether,  in  reality,  he 
was  an  Orleanift  or  a  repubKcan.    It  is  certain,  that, 
independent  of  his  place  in  the  duke's  houfehold^ 
^d  his  intimate  connexion  with  Petion,  ,he  was 
intruded  with  his  fecrets  ^,  and  co-operated  in  all 

^  See  Letters  on  the  Revolution,  PartT,  fr6m  p.  T45  to  14S. 

*  Confidcrations  on  the  Nature  of  the  French  Revolution,  by  Mallet 
du?an,  p.  45*  n.  Hiftorlcal  Sketch,  p.  ^34.  Peltier's  lace  Figure 
vol.  i.  p.  ^4,.  vpl.  ii.  p.  4.S6., 

*  Life  of  Bumouriez,  vol.  iii.  p.  491. 
y  Hiftory  of  the  Briflbtines,  p.  18'. 

'  For  a  ftmcing  inftancfi  fee  M^moires  du  Jacotrniifrnt;  par  BarnleT^* 
vol,  ii.  p,  ^65.  I 
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hit  views.  The  condud  of  Orleans  hixnfelf  favoured 
the  duplicity  of  his  adherents,  for  he  himfelf  fwore 
a  hatred  to  kings  long  before  the  revolution  %  and 
after  that  sra  aleded  to  be  a  zealous  republican. 
Writes  u  At  the  period  of  the  king's  flight  to  Varennes, 
lUpubli.    ijj^  ^^^  fanguine  hopes  were  entertained  by  the 

nto  whom  BriiTot  was  attached,  that  this  event 
1  ruin  the  royal  caufe,  and  they  determined  to 
prepare  the  public  mind  for  an  important  change  of 
government.  With  this  view  a  new  paper,  allied 
Xtf  Republicairij  ou  le  Drfenfeur  du  Gouvememeni  Re* 
frefentaiif^  was  eftablifhed  under  the  fuperintendance 
and  with  the  affiftance  of  Briflbt.  Only  two  num* 
bers  were  publifhed^;  and  it  is  afierted  that  the 
paper  was  only  eftabliflied  to  delude  the  people,  and 
conceal  the  real  views  of  the  confpirators.  It  is 
faid,  that  while  they  contended  that  the  king  had 
abdicated  the  throne,  they  were  anxious  to  avert  the 
fufpicion  that  Orleans  was  intended  for  his  fuccefibr. 
For  this  purpofe  they  difleminated  notions  of  a 
republic,  and  of  an  agrarian  law,  taking  care  to 
prefent  tbefe  innovations  in  terms  fo  vague,  that  they 
could  at  any  fubfequent  period  difavow  them  % 
Violence  Though  Le  Republkain  was  unfuccefsful,  Briffot 
^liirnal.  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^"^  pleading  the  caufe  of  republi- 
canifm.  He  announced  his  opinions  on  this  fd}jed:, 
and  againft  the  king's  inviolability,  fo  vehemently 
and  pertinacioufly  in  the  Patriote  Frangmy  that  the 
i|th  July  paper  was  denounced  in  the  a^mbly  by  M.  Croupil, 
''''•  but  without  efFcA*.  Percieving  that  arguments  in 
favour  of  a  republican  form  of  government  ver^ 

•  Memoires  du  Jacobinifmc,  ptr  Barruel|  voK  ii«  p*  4-64«  CoRo 
juration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  i,  p«  53. 

¥  Roland's  Appeal,  vo).  i  p.  jS. 

*  Conjuration  de  d*Orleant,  vol.  iii.  p.  130* 

'  JDebatct.  The  expreffion  cited  by  M.  Goupil  waty  «  I  move  that 
^  abfolute  inviolability  be  confidered  at  derojgatory  to  the  fovereignty 
^*  of  the  nation,  and  fubveiiive  of  th/  conftitutioo,  and  that  it  may 
^  confequcatly  be  decreed,  thAt  thei^in|g;  may  and  ought  to  be  brought 
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difre^dedy  Briflbt  advanced  a  new  propofi^n, 
that  if  royalty  muft  be  re^ftabliihed,  the  king  ihould 
have  a  coundl,  neither  chofen  by  hitofelf  or  ap- 
pointed by  the  xudonal  aiTembly)  but  eleded  by  the 
eledors  of  the  deputies,  and  renewed  annually* 
This  abfurd  plan  met  with  fome  approbation  among 
the  mod  violent  members  of  the  aflembly  and  the 
Jacobins,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  it  to 
practice  % 

BrKTot  is  accufed,  notwithftanding  thefe  appear*  Suiipored 
ances  of  rqjublicanifm,  of  favouring  the  views  of^  to  or?«nf, 
Orleans,  in  preparing  the  petition  which  was  figned 
in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  It  was  aflerted,  that  he  had  P«tiri<m  of 
firamed  the  petition  in  fuch  terms,  as  while  it  re-  ^^iHl^} 
quired  the  dethronement  of  Louis  XVL  permitted 
Orleans  to  hope  for  the  diadem.  Confidering 
Briflbt's  attachment  to  Orleans,  to  Petion,  and  La 
Clos,  this  account  is  not  improbable.  The  petition, 
approved  by  the  Jacobin  club,  and  printed  by  their 
or^er,  contained  fuch  a  fentence,  and  madame 
Roland's  exculpation  of  BriiTot  is  fo  weak  and  fu« 
tile,  that  it  ferves  rather  to  confirm  than  to  difprove 
the  imputation.  She  fays,  "  The  Jacobins  propofed 
*'  a  petition  to  the  a^embly,  to  demand  of  it  to  pais 
*'  judgment  on  the  traitor  who  had  fled :  or  tOr 
*^  requeft  it  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  people  on  the 
^^  punifliment  he  might  deferve ;  and  in  the  mean 
*^  time  to  declare  that  he  had  loll  the  confidence  of 
*^  thofe  of  Paris.  La  Clos,  a  man  of  great  parts 
^  whom  nature  had  formed  for  comprehenfive 
*^  views,  and  whofe  vices  had  dedicated  all  his  fa- 
^^  culties  to  intrigue  ;  La  Clos^  devoted  to  d' Orleans, 
^'  and  of  great  weight  in  his  council,  made  this  pro- 
^  pofal  to  the  Jacobins,  who  received  it,  and  with 
"  whom  it  was  abetted  by  fome  hundreds  of  tumul- 
"  tuaries  and  ftreet-walkers,  who  tumbled  from  the 
^  F^ai9  Royal  into  the  place  of  their  meeting  at  ten 

*  Moore's  Viev7,  vol*  ii.  p.  sj^j* 

«  o'clock 
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^  o'clock  at  night.  The  fociety  deCbfirated  wkb 
^  that  mob,  who  alfo  voted ;  it  decreed  the  fub- 
^^  ftance  of  the  petition ;  and  it  appointed  a  com« 
^^  mittee  to  draw  it  up,  in  which  were  La  Clos  and 
**  Briflbt.  Thev  were  employed  on  it  that  very 
**  night,  for  it  nad  been  rdblved  that  a  deputation 
**  of  the  fociety  fhould  carry  it  to  the  Chatfif  da 
^  Mars  the  next  day,  there  to  be  fhewn  to  ail  who 
<^  might  wi(h  to  examine  and  fign  it.  La  Clos  pre- 
^^  tended  a  headach,  arifing  fr(Mn  want  of  ileep, 
"  which  would  not  fuffer  him  to  hold  the  pen,  and  re. 
^'  quefted  Briflbt  to  take  it ;  and  converfing  with  him 
**  on  the  comporition,he  propofed  for  the  laft  article,  I 
^*  know  not  what  claufe,  which  revived  royalty,  and 
*<  opened  a  door  for  d'Orleans.  Briflbt  furprifed,  re- 
*^  jeded  it  with  eagernefs,  and  the  other,  an  able  poli- 
**  tician,  gave  it  up,  with  the  pretence  of  not  having 
•*  fufficiently  weighed  its  confequences,  wellvknow- 
^^  ing  that  he  could  Hide  it  in ;  and  in  fad:  it  didap- 
^'  pear  in  the  printed  paper  difleminated  abroad  as  the 
**  refolution  of  the  Jacobins  '.'^ 
Afratd  of  Briflbt's  condud  was  ftrongly  difapproved  by  the 
a  profc  friends  of  monarchy,  and  by  men  of  integrity.  It 
was  even  fuppofed  that  a  criminal  accufation  would 
be  preferred  againft  him ;  his  perfeverance  in  the 
caufe,  if  we  may  believe  his  own  account,  occafioned 
the  defertion  of  his  acquaintance,  and  a  general 
alarm  among  his  friends.  He  impudently  aflerts 
that  the  infurreftion  was  an  intrigue  invented  by  the 
court  to  obtain  a  pretence  for  the  maflacre  of  the 
patriots ' :  but  the  pretended  maflacre  was  confined 
to  a  few  bbfcure  individuals,  whey  were  killed  at 
random  by  the  national* guards,  while  Briflbt  and 
the  principal  agents  in  framing  the  petitioii  were 
left  unmolefted. 

f  Appeal  to  Impartial  Pofterity,  vol.  i.  p.  tio.  Sec  alfo  her  obiervn* 
tions  on  Amar*8  ASt  of  Accufation  in  vol.  ii.  and  Conjuration  de 
d*0rlean8»  vol.  iii.  p.  i4}, 

%  Life,  p.  70  to  75. 

The 
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The  forbearance  difpkyed    by  the  cowt,    en-Wemher 
couragcd  Biiflbt  to  offer  himfelf  as  candidate  to  re-  Tegiflltive 
prefent  the  city  of  Paris  in  the  legiflative  affembly.  adcmhij. 
His  eleftion  was  oppofed  by  the  whole  power  and 
influence  of  the  Feuillans,  and  at  firft  was  doubtful, 
but  finally,  aided  by  the  influence  of  Orleans,  and 
the  popularity  of  Petion,  he  triumphed  over  every 
obftacle,  and  was  returned  ^. 

At  an  early  fitting  of  the  affembly,  he  was  ap-  isth  Oft. 
pointed  fecretary,  and  afterwards   member  of  the  ^*'*^I"^^7* 
committee  of  public  inftruftion.      The  legiflative  hL  m- 
affembly  was  fo  differently  compofed  from  the  con-  ftuence, 
ftituent,  that  it  w^  eafy  for  Briffot,  by  means  of 
aftivity   and   perfeverance,  to   make  himfelf  con- 
fpicuous,  and  appear  the  head  of  a  party.     In  this 
aflembly,  neither  of  the  fuperior  orders  were  repre- 
fented ;  many  of  the  deputies  were  felefted  from 
the  lowefl:  and  mofl:  illiterate  claffes  of  fociety  ;  and 
the  few  who  poffeffed  a  moderate  fliare  of  erudition 
were  inexperienced  in  bufinefs,  ignorant  of  legiflative 
forms,  uninftrufted  in  the  commercial  and  political 
relations  of  France,  and  addicted  to  abfl:rad  fpecula- 
tions,  and  to  fyftems  which   they  could  not  fully 
comprehend,  but  which  unfettled  their  minds,  and 
prevented  their  refifting  the  influence  of  a  few  defign* 
in^  ihdividuals,      Briffot,  though  he  had  never  be- 
fore afted  as  a  legiflator,  was  qualified  to  take  the 
lead  in  an   aflembly  of  this   defcription.     He  had 
travelled  and  confidered  the  conftitutions  and  forms 
of  legiflation  in  other   countries,   and  though  his 
judgment  was  neither  clear,  extenfive,  or  correft, 
yet  as  he  could  advance  fafts  and  affume  principles 
with  little  danger  of  contradiction  or  expofure,  he 
appeared  fuperior  to  mofl:  of  his  colleagues.     His 
jtfeftation  of.  auflierity  pleafed  the  vulgar,  and  dit- 

^  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  4.1S.  See  alfo  Mcrcure  Francois,  Nos.  du 
10  et  17,  €t  da  24  Septembre^  et  do  8  OAobre  1791.  Life  piefixed  to 
Ikis  Travels,  p.  13. 

J  armed 
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armed  fufpidon.    His  eloquence  and  ftyle  in  writ^ 
were  inferior  to  Condorcet,  but  his  fuperior  a^divity 
and  courage  gave  bim  fo  many  advantages,  that  he 
was  foon  confidered  the  leader  of  a  party,  while  Con- 
dorcet  was  ranked  in  the  fecond  clafs. 
?^«ft       I  (hall  not  again  advert  to  his  exerdons  in  behalf 
•flbmbly.   o^  ^^^  negroes,  which  were  unintermitting,  and  &tal 
to  the  colonies,  or  in  favour  of  the  murderers  aA 
Avignon,  by  whofe  means  that  territory  was  taken 
from  the  pope  and  annexed  to  France.    Briflbt  was 
no  lefs  ftrenuous  againft  the  emigrants,  and  particu- 
larly the  king's  brothers,  to  whofe  prejudice  he  made 
various  motions  and  enforced  feveral  harfh  decrees'. 
Efforts  to       The  principal  aim  of  BriiTot's'polidcs,  was  to 
^'hT"'*  ^  procure  a  declaration  of  war,  which  he  could  not 
ninX/.   effed  without  expelling  the  minifters,  and  fubftituting 
others  entirely  devoted  to  his  views.    To  altain  this 
point,  he  exerted  all  his  rancour  and  all  his  indufby. 
The  Patriote  Franfois  teemed  with   abufe  agaiiJl 
every  minifter  whom  he  could  not  ffovern,  and  he 
availed  himfelf  of  the  information  which  he  gained 
as  member  of  the  diplomatic  committee*  to  inflame 
the  public  mind.     When  Bertrand  firft  came  into 
adminiftration,   he  was  by  fome  fuppofed  to  be  a 
Jacobin,  and  Briflbt  believmg  t&e  fcift,  or  hoping  ta 
lure  him  to  that  party,  pubhflied  his  eulogium,  but 
he  afterwards  attacked  him  with  his  ufual  acrimony^ 
and  was  one  of  his  moft  inveterate  perfecuto)'s\ 
M.  de  Narbonne  entered  into  a  negociation  to  iilence, 
or  bring  him  to  efpoufe  the  court  party,  but  this  only 
induced  him  to  praife  Narbonne,  while  he  continued 
his^  attacks  on  the  other  minifters  with  unabated 
malace  K    His  exei-tions  againft  de  Leflart  were  un* 
ceafmg,  and  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences.     He  aflailed  him  with  daily  abufe  and 

f  See  Debates,  lid^  i5cb,  aind  zSth  0£t.,  and  9th  Nov.  i79iy^^!. 
^  Bertrand't  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  %%^.     Moore*s  Viewi  vol*  u> 
p.  454- 
^  Bertrand*s  Memoirsi  voU  11.  p.  «4t 
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calumny  in  the  Patriote  Fratifois^  and  at  length  lothMar* 
fonnally  denounced  him  in  the  aflembl)r.     Though  ]J^\^^^ 
this  fpeech  was  a  mere  feries  of  inveftives,  unfup*  mentof  de 
ported  by  the  flighteft  proof,  the  affembly  pafTed  a  Leflwt* 
decree  againft  the  minifter,  and  he  was  committed 
to  the  pnfon  at  Orleans  ^.    It  is  faid  that  avarice  as 
well  as  ambition  occaiioned  this  unrelenting  profecu« 
tion.    Towards  the  end  of  the  preceding  year,  de 
Leflart  had  commif&oned  a  friend  to  open  a  nego« 
ciation  with  Briflbt  and  four  other  deputies,  who  had 
agreed  to  give  their  voices  and  influence  to  the 
minifter,  on  condition  that  each  of  them  Ihould  re* 
ceive  fix  thoufand  livres  (262/.  ioj.)  a-month*    De 
Leflart    confidering  the  fum  too   exorbitant,  the 
negociation  ended,  and  they  purfued  the  minifter 
with  unabated  rancour  till  they  effeded  his  ruin  '• 

The  views  of  Briflbt  uniformly  tended  to  excite  a  H5s  eager« 
war.  His  motives  are  varioufly  ftated  by  himfelf  "*^®  ^®^ 
and  others.  Thofe  who  confider  him  as  having 
been  always  a  republican,  aflert  that  he  was  infti- 
gated  by  a  defire  to  ruin  the  king,  and  to  introduce 
that  form  of  government ".  Briffot  himfelf  affefted 
afterwards,  when  the  doftrine  of  republicanifm  was 
more  popular,  to  prove  that  he  was  influenced  by 
that  motive  aloiie.  He  thus  expreifes  himfelf: 
"  I  am  accufed  of  having  provoked  a  war.  And 
*'  yet  without  the  war  royalty  Would  flill  fubfift  I 
**  Without  the  war  we  fhould  be  covered  with  igno- 
**miny!  Without  the  war,  a  thoufand  talents,  a 
"  thoufand  virtues,  wo\ild  not  have  been  developed ! 
**  Without  this  war.  Savoy,  and  fo  many  other 
^*  countries  whofe  chains  ve  going  to  fall,  would 
"not  have  had  their  liberty. — They  feared  a  war 
^  made  by  a  king  ;  fhort-fighted  politicians  !  it  was 
"  precifely  becaufe  this  perjured  king  was  to  direct 

k  Drhatet.    Hiflories.    SeeDuMOURiEZ. 

1  Bertrand*s  Memoiis,  vol.  ii.  p.  164.     iierti*and  relates  the  faft 
from  the  report  of  the  perfon  who  managed  the  treat/ • 
*  Moore's  VieW|  vol,  ii.  p.  459, 

"  the 
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^  the  war,  becaufe  he  could  not  UrcSt  it  oAetWe 
'^  than  as  a  traitor,  becaufe  this  treachery  alone 
^  would  lead  him  to  his  ruin ;  it  was,  for  this  very 
•*  reafon,  neceffary  to  choofe  a  war  carried  on  by  a 
^  king/^  And  in  a  note  on  the  fame  paflage,  he 
fays,  '^  It  was  the  abolition  of  royalty  I  had  in  view 
^  in  caufing  war  to  be  declared*  Enlightened  men 
*•  underftood  me  on  the  30th  of  December  1791, 
•*  when  anfwering  Robefpierre,  who  was  always 
^  talking  of  treachery  to  be  feared,  I  £ud  to  hun, 
**  I  have  but  one  fear^^^Uis  that  wejhall  nta  be  be* 
•*  trayed.  We  ftand  in  need  of  treachery,  our  fal- 
**  vation  is  there ;  for  there  yet  exift  ftrong  dofcs 
*'  of  poifon  in  the  bofom  of  France,  and  there  muft 
"  be  ftrong  explofions  to  expel  it.  Great  treacheries 
**  will  only  be  fatal  to  the  traitors  ;  they  will  be  ufe- 
**  fill  to  the  people  ;  they  will  caufe  to  dilappear  all 
**  that  yet  oppofes  itfelf  to  the  grandeur  of  the 
*<  French  nation "." 

There  is,  however,  reafon  to  doubt  whether,  before 
the  declaration  of  war,  Briflfot  was  fo  fincere  a  repub- 
lican as  to  have  really  defired  that  the  war  (hould  be 
attended  with  fuch  confequences.  It  is  affertcd  by 
other  authors,  that  his  reafons  for  urging  his  countrjr 
to  commence  foreign  hoftilities  were  the  fear  of  a  civil 
war  *>,  and  the  hope  that  by  deftroying  the  power  of 
the  crown,  ruining  the  conftitutional  party,  and 
taking  advantage  of  the  general  combuftion  of  Eu- 
rope, his  own  faftion  would  acquire  extenfive  and 
permanent  power,  and  be  able  to  difbite  a  go- 
vernment to  the  people,  and  a  mode  of  adminiftra^ 
tioij  to  their  governors '. 

A  BriflTot  a  tous  let  Repiibl'cains,  p.  171.  London  edition.  Tlie^c 
^markable  paflages  are  alfo  <)iioted  by  Neck6r.  S«e  On  the^erolo- 
tion,  vol.  i.  p.  390,  and  in  the  Hiftorical  Effay  on  the  Conqueftt  and 
Ambition  of  France,  p.  204. 

^  Ncccffitg  de  la  Guerre,  par  M.  de  Montraillardi  p.  S9. 

f  Confiderations  on  the  Nature  of  ihe  French  Revolutios,  by  MaII<t 
4u  PaQ;i  p.  %e,  SS* 

Whatever 
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Whatever  might  be  his  ulterior  views,  his  ezer« 
dons  in  the^aifembly^  and  as  a  journalift,  uniformly 
tended  to  the  fame  point.  In  his  fpeeches,  he  ufed 
every  artifice  to  inflame  his  hearers,  and  treated 
every  government  in  Europe,  not  o^ly  monarchicat 
but  republican,  with  the  mofl  infulting  contempt* 
Taking  a  fummary  view  of  the  various  nations,  he 
reprefented  them  as  utterly  incapable  of  making  the 
leafl  refjflance  to  the  arms  of  France,  and  recom- 
mended the  moft  arrogant  ftipulations,  in  the  mod 
haughty  language.  He  afferted  that  the  ifovereignty 
of  the  people  wuld  not  be  bound  by  the  treaties 
which  had  been  entered  into  by  their  tyrants  \  The 
circle  in  which  Popilius  inclofed  the  king  of  Egypt,  . 
till  he  had  anfwered  the  Roman  demands,  was  a  h^ 
vourite  ni^taphor,  to  reprefent  the  peremptory  fum-» 
Ba(Mi8  that  France  fhould  fend  to  all  the  German 
fffinces  who  difpleafed  them '.  In  feveral  of  thefe 
ipeeches,  and  iix  his  journal,  he  afferted  that  a  treaty 
had  been  made  at  Pilnitz  for  difmembering  France, 
and  detailed  the  particulars  with  the  pertinacity  of 
Confident  ignorance*. 

The  miniilry  which  affumed  the  helm  after  the  influence 
imprifonment  of  de  Leffart,  and  the  refignation  of  a"^;£! 
his  colleagues,  was  principally  formed  by  Briflbt. 
Dumouriez  confulted  him  refpefting  the  election  of 
coadjutors,  and  his  choice  fell  on  Claviere  and  Ro- 
land'. Claviere  had  'been  long  acquainted  with 
Brifibt,  and  had  affifted  him  in  his  treatife  on  the 
commerce  of  America  with  Europe.  He  wa*  now 
^pointed  mijfiifter '  of  contributions.  Briflbt  had 
Aiiown  Roland  by  charjiffcer  fome  years  before  the 
revolution,  when  he  was  infpeftor  of  commerce 
^d  manufadures  at  Lyons,  and  when  Roland  came 

'  Debates,  »9th  Dec.  1791. 

'  Sec  Debates,  aotb  Oft.  and   19th  Dec.  1791}   xyth  Jan.  t7fi* 
-Alfo  Hiftorical  Efl'ay  on  the  Conqueftg,  &c.  p   aoj. 
*  SettAIercuFe  Fran^-iit,  N®  du  tt  Ayrii  I79». 
^  Life  of  Damtiutifii,  vqI,  iL  p>  i27*' 
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to  Puis  in  179I9  on  a  miilion  from  that  dty,  !m« 
proved  the  acquaintance.    Confidering  Roland  as  a 
convenient  tool  to  forward  his  enterpnTes,  he  recom-* 
mended  him  to  Dumouriez,  as  minifter  for  the  home 
Ward*,    department  "•    The  appdntment  of  this  Jacobin  ad- 
•*■'«**•      miniftration  fpeedily  gratified  the  hopes  of  Briffot,  as 
Dumouriez  precipitated  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
the  emperor. 
Hit  inflo.       Briuot's  influence  with  the  new  miniftry  was  as 
nirub^'?  cxtenfive  as  he  had  a  right  to  expeft.    He  was  a 
^*    conftant  vifitor  at  Roland's,  and,  together  with  his 
friends,  invited  to  madame  Roland's  cabinet  din- 
ners, where  he  learned  the  proceedings  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  was  enabled  to  pubiiOi  them  in  his  journal 
with  fuch  comments  as  bed  fuited  the  views  of  his 
iadion't    He  direfted  the  adts  of  adminiftradon, 
the  diftribution  of  fecret  fervice  money,  and  the 
mnt  of  contrafls,  and,  by  his  increaiing  authority 
m  the  aflembly  and  in  the  cabinet,  was  principu 
tuler  in  France  ^.    The  tyrannical  and  violent  pro- 
ceedings of  Briflbt  and  his  aflbciates  at  length  ex- 
cited the  indignation  of  Dumouriez,  and  produced 
a  fchifm,  whicn  terminated  in  the  difmiflion  of  the 
Jacobin  adminiftratibn '. 
t^ify  to      In  addidon  to  his  cfibrts  above-mentioned,  and  to 
a  ajretie.  ^^  ^^  .^^  which  he  was  continually  engaged  of  de- 
grading the  king,  Briflbt  was  actively  employed  in 
the  deftruCUon  of  la  Fayette.    At  the  beginning  of 
ihe  revolution,  he  was  a  principal  partifan  of  that 
genend;  it  was  even  faid,  that  Briflfot  was  ma(te 
prefident  of  the  feftion  des  files  St.  Thomas  by  his 
influence^  and  he  conftantly  defended  him  in  bi$ 
journal*.    They  continued  iriends,  as  madame  Ro- 

«  Rl^]anc1*s  Appeal,  vol,  k  p.  50.  voL  ii.  p.  4.    9ee  Mo  Mercart 
Fran^ifl,  N^du  31  Mtrs  ST919  p.  367.  '^ 

*  $««  DiTMOVRlBZ.    RolandU  Appeal,  tol.  h  p.  71. 
?  Peltier's  late  Pif^ure,  vok  i.  p.  iti. 

*  See  DvMOURiEK. 

A  $k«tch  of  the  Life  of  Rriflot,  prefixed  to  **  The  Commerce  of  Affle* 
*f  fica,'*  p.  30.    Pefenftur  de  U  Cenftitution^  pur  BLaMj^wtH^  p.  to. 
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land  avei-s,  till  the  execution  of  martial  law  In  the 
Champ  de  Mars^;  but  it  is  more  probable  that 
Briffot,-  though  perhaps  not  avowedly,  became  the 
fecret  enemy  of  la  Fayette  from  the  time  that  Or-, 
leans  began  to  fliew  his  deteftation.     Briflbt  himfelf 
does  not  afcertain  the  time  when  his  averfion  to  la* 
Fayette  commenced,  but  fays,  he  never  faw  the  ge-r 
neral  from  the  day  when  the  king  returned  front 
Varennes :  that  he  had  been  duped  by  la  Fayette's 
pretended  republicanifm,   but  had  publicly  broke 
with  him  on  difcovering  his  infincerity  ^     What- 
ever  might  be  the  motives  of  their  difagreemeilt,  olr 
at  whatever  period  it  might  originate,  Briffot  had  no 
fooner  becoipe  member  of  the  aflembly  than  he  di& 
played  the  moft  rancorous  antipathy  againft  la  Fay- 
ette, and,  in  purfuing  him,  fliewed  a  total  difregard 
of  mercy,  juftice,  and  truth.     After  the  general's 
ridiculous  and  unprofitable  journey  to  Paris,  the  Ja-     . 
cobins  were  refolved  to  bring  forward  in  the  affem* 
bly  an  accufation  which  might  affeft  his  life,  or  at 
leaft  deprive  him  of  his  command.     For  this  pur-  aiftjo^r* 
pofe  they  had  recourfe  to  a  moft  contemptible  de^ 
vice.     La  Source  made  a  violent  fpeech  againft  la 
Fayette,  in  which  he  pledged  himfelf  to  prove,  that 
"  the  general  had  propofed  leading  his  troops  to  the 
**  capital,  and  that  Bureaux  de  Pufy  had  made  the    • 
"  propofitibn  to  matflial  Luckner/'     In  fupport  of 
this  allegation,  Briflbt,  and  five  more  of  his  faftion, 
figned,  and  depofited  pn  the  table,  a  certificate  of  a 
conveifation  with  madhal  Luckner,  in  which  he  in- 
formed them  of  thefe  fafts.     The  tranfaftion  was 
arranged  with  great  art.     Luckner  was  abfent  from 
Paris,  and  (!ould  not  be  immediately  confronted  with 
la  Fayette's  accufers,  and  the  pretended  converfation 
was  calculated  to  give  a  favorable  fpeCimen  of  thd 
old  man^s  integrity  and  valor.    It  was  ftated  that 

*         ^  Appel  a  ritnpartiflk  Poftiru^,  vol.  ii*  p.  59. 
c  Bnffoi  z  toils  k9  Republicains^  p.  173* 
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when  de  Pufy  made  the  propofal  on  the  part  of  k 
Fayette,  Luckncr  had  replied,  "  I  will  never  lead- 
••  the  army  I  command  but  againft  oixr  external 
•*  enemies*  La  Fayette  is  at  liberty  to  do  what  he 
••  pleafes,  but  if  he  marches  to  Paris,  I  will  march 
**  after  him,  and  I  will  drub  him."  It  was  decreed 
that  Bureaux  de  Pufy  fhould  attend  at  the  bar, 
and  that  the  difcuifion  fhould  be  adjoumied  till  Luck- 

t6ch  jwiy.  ner  explained  himfelf  on  the  fubjeft.  La  Fayette 
wrote  a  letter  from  Longwi,  in  which,  after  explain- 
ing his  principles,  he  proceeded  to  the  charge,  and 
contemptupufly  denied  the  accufation.  **  I  am 
J^  queftioned,  he  faid,  refpeftiiig  a  faft. — Did  1 
**  propofe  to  marflial  Luckner  to  march  with  our 
"armies  to  Paris? — ^To  which  I  anfwer  in  four 
*•  words — It  is  not  true.**  This  pofithre  denial  would 
not  have  availed,  had  the  teftimony  of  Bureaux  de 
Pufy  been  lefs  decifive,  of  had  Luckner  been  in- 
veigled by  the  hope  of  popularity  to  fupport  the  ac- 

»»*  July,  cufation.  De  Pufy  attended  at  the  bar  of  the  af- 
fembly,  and  not  only  by  his  verbal  teftimony,  but 
by  the  produftion  of  the  correfpondence  between 
la  Fayette  and  Luckner,  repelled  the  accufation. 
Guadet,  one  of  the  fix  who  had  figned  the  certifi- 
cate, anticipating  t)ie  difgrace  of  the'  faftion  from 
the'detedion  of  thdr  falfehood,  attempted  to  evade 
it  by  a  fineffe  worthy  of  a  .pettifogger.  -  "  I  fhould 
"not  be  furprifed,'*   he  faid,  "if  certain  perfons 

♦th  Aug.  ,"  were  to  prevail  on  Luckner  to  recant.'*  A  letter 
from  Luckner  was  foon  afterwards  read,  in  which 
he  pofitively  denied  that  any  fuch  propofal  was  made 
to  him,  and  lamented  that  fuch  a  conftru£kion  fhould 
be  put  on  his  converfation.  The  allegation  of  thefe 
deputies  could  hardly  claim  belief,  as  they  omitted 
to  denounce  this  extraordinary  converfation,  till  la 
Fayette  and  Luckner  had  both  left  Paris  \  .  When 


4  See  Debittt|.Xaipartiil  Hiftorfi  ?ol.  ii.  p«  71*}  Fennert  Ke« 
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the  acGufation  againft  la  Fayette  was  finally  heard  in  tth  Aug. 
the  aflfembly,  Briflbt,  tinabafhed  at  his  recent  dif** 
grace^  and  the  convidion  of  barefaced  mendacity, 
ina(k  a  virulent  fpeech  againft  the  general,  and  fup- 
poirod  every  article  alledged  againft  him  by  verbofe 
declamations,  and  after tions  Mrithout  proof.     The* 
galleries  applauded,  but  the  aflembly  rejeded  the 
accufation^.  ^ 

The  virulence  with  which  Briflbt   aftailed  the  Exerdont 
courtj  and  endeavoured,  in  every  occurrence,  to  »g*»nft  ^« 
Tender  the  king  and  his  friends  unpopular,  forms  ^^"^ 
one  of  his  principal  charaderifHcs,   and  his  chief 
claim  to  the  title  of  republican!    But  this  circum- 
fiance  is  not  fufEcient  to  eftablifh  the  point.    He 
might  be  the  enemy  of  Louis  XVI.  without  defiring 
the  deftruflion  of  monarchy,  or  might  never  have 
entertained  a  defign  to  ellabHfh  a  republic,  till  he 
was  convinced  that  no  other  form  of  government 
could  afford  fcope  to  his  ambition  and  love  of  ven« 
geance.    His  efforts  extended  to  every  objefb  by 
which  he  could  efiefl  his  purpofe;  and  while  he 
was  meditating  and  combining  the  moft  important 
plots  and  fanguinary  proje£):s,  he  did  not  difdain  to 
fandion  the  meaneft  effufions  of  petty  malevolence, 
and  to  give  currency  to  the  unfounded  rumours  of 
faflion. 

'Among  the  principal  means  of  detradion  to  which 
his  party  had  recourfe  was  the  report  of  a  fecret  p^^,_,^^ 
committee  under  the  patronage  of  the  quera,  which  ^Zn.-l^ 
met  in  madame  de  Lamballe's  apartments  to  concert  ^nmmntee. 
meafures  ruinpus  to  the  interefts  of  France.    It  was 
afterted  that  the  king  betrayed  the  xiation,  by  main^ 
tsuning  a  private  eorrefpondence  with  the  emperor  ; 
that  he  occaiioned  the  defencelefs  ftate  of  the  fron^  * 
tier,  and  pointed  out  to  the  enemy  thofe  places  on 
which  an  attack  might  be  made  with  the  greateft 

i 

^  ^  See  Debate*^.  Hiftoriei.  Moort'e  Journal^  toL  u  p,  «4*    Briflbt ' 
*  toui  let  Republicains^  p*  171* 
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pFobability  of  fuccefs ;  and  that  whole  waggon-loads 
of  gold  had  been  feen  going  out  of  France  to 
Vienna.  This  pretended  fecret  meeting  was  called 
the  Aujlrian  committee.  The  accounts  were  confi- 
dently repeated,  and  gained  belief  becaufe  the  king 
difdained  to  refute  them  \  At  length,  however,  a 
iavorable  opportunity  prefented  itfelf  of  expofmg 
the  authors  of  this  atrocious  calumny,  and  fubjeft- 
ing  them  to  a  rigorous  puniQiment.  Two  affiliated 
members  of  the  Jacobin  club  were  apprehended  in 
the  a&  of  picking  pockets,  while  they  were  declaim- 
ing in  the  ilreets  againft  the  Auftrian  committee. 
The  fame  day,  Carra,  a»  creature  of  Briffot,  de- 
nounced Bertrand  and  Montmorin  at  the  Jacobins, 
as  the  principal  agents  of  this  imadnary  committee. 
Bertrand  preferred  a  complaint  before  la  Riviere,  a 
juftice  of  the  peace,  who,  after  taking  the  neceffary 
depofitions,  fummoned  Carra  to  appear  before  him* 
Carra  immediately  gave  up  Merlin,  Chabot,  and 
Bazire,  as  his  authors.  Meanwhile,  the  accufation 
preferred  by  Bertrand  was  made  public,  and  the  Ja- 
cobins were  filled  with  terror  at  feeing  their  molt 
dangerous  fiftion  thus  expofed,  and  three  of  their 
members  in  danger  of  a  criminal  profecution.  They 
employed  a  private  agent  to  endeavour  by  means  of 
perfuafion  and  threats  to  prevail  on  Bertrand  to  with- 
draw his  accufation,  but  were  unfuccefsful.  In  this 
ftage  of  the  profecution,  its  final  aim  was  entirely 
fruftrated  by  the  indifcreet  zeal  of  la  Riviere.  Mont- 
morin having  joined  Bertrand  in  his  denunciation, 
•  ^  Riviere  iffued  an  order  to  arreft  the  three  depu- 
ties, and  caufed  it  to  be  executed  in  the  mod  violent 
and  difgraceful  manner.  They  were  compelled  to 
rife  from  their  beds,  and  to  attend  him  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  They  immediately  complained  of 
the  attack  on  their  inviolability  ;  and  la  Riviere  was 
jsth  May.  fummoned  to  the  bar  of  the  aiflembly.    He  juftifi^^ 

f  Bertjnnd*f  Memoks,  vol.  it,  p.  167* 
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his  proceedings  by  referring  to  the  conftitution,  hut 
unfortunately  in  his  defence  exprefied  great  can* 
tempt  for  the  £able  of  the  Auftrian  committee. 
Briflbt  and  Oenfonn^  were  enraged  that  an  inven* 
tion  which  they  had  employed  fo  fuccefsfully  againft 
the  court  (hould  be  treated  as  a  ridiculous  chimera. 
They  afferted,^  that  the  circumftances  ftated  in  the 
procefs^  and  adduced  by  la  Riviere^  were  falfe,  and 
engaged  to  produce  to  the  affembly  the  moft  evidcm: 
proofs  of  the  reality  of  the  Auftrian  committee,  and 
of  the  plots  which  were  there  planned  K 

This  report  was  adjourned  tor  a  few  days,  at  the  aJ^Mty. 
end  of  which  the  two  members  came  forward  with 
their  pretended  prooftj.  Genfonne  firft  afcended  the 
tribune,  but  not  till  the  crowd  in  the  galleries  had 
been  admoniflied  to  reprefs  every  expreffion  of  ap- 
probation or  difguft.  Genfonne's  fpeech,  to  the 
furprife  of  all  his  hearers,  did  not  ftate  a  fmgle  faft 
tending,  by  the  moft  remote  implication,  to  prove  the  ^ 
exiftence  of  an  Auftrian  committee.  Briflbt  fuc- 
ceeded  him,  and  afie^ted  to  deduce  the  hiftory  of 
the  committee  from  the  year  1756.  He  laid  down 
as  a  principle,  "  That  in  confpiracies  it  is  abfurd  to 
"  cJall  for  demonftrartive  fads  and  judicial  proofs : 
"  that  at  no  period  have  they  ever  been  obtained, 
^'  not  even  in  the  confpiracies  of  Catiline  ;  for  con- 
"  fpirators  are  not  fo  unguarded  in  their  condudj, 
"  It  is  fufficient  that  there  exift  ftrong  probabilities." 
He  entered  into  a  long  argument  to  prove  that  all  '» 

minifters  fince  1756  had  been  traitors,  and  th?it  the 
confpiracies  in  which  they  had  engaged  were  ftill  car# 
ried  on  by  the  court.  The  affembly  became  inifl^ 
tient,  and  frequently  called  for  proofs  j  but  Briffot 

.  S  Deltates*  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  c.  213.  Moorc^s  View, 
Voli  ii.  p.  464.  n.  La  Riviere,' in  fpite  of  the  king^s  exertions^ 
>Krho,  in  order  to  fcreen  him,  directed  the  public  accuier  to  lake  th» 
profecution  into  hjs  own  hands,  was  fent  to  the  piii'un  at  Orleans,  and 
>was  afterwards  murdered  with  the  relt  of  the  prifoners.  Merlin^ 
Ghabot,  and  Bazire  availed  themfelves  of  their  privile|;e,  and  the  bn* 
iinefs  underwent  no  farther  inveiiigation. 
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concluded  his  fpeech  without  proving,  or  attempdng 
10  prove  any  thing.  Thofe  who  had  conceived  great 
expectations  from  this  denundadon  now  looked  at 
.each  other  in  aftoniibment.  One  member  humor- 
oufly  moved,  that  the  documents  produced  by  Briflbt 
Aould  be  printed.  A  general  laughter  in  the  hall 
and  in  the  galleries  clofed  the  fitting.  Bertrand 
apd  Montmorin  fent  their  defence  in  writing  to  the 
alTembly,  and  the  Auftrirn  committee  could  never 
^erwards  be  mentioned  without  exciting  ridicule 
and  contempt  ^. 

But  ridicule  and  contempt  were  not  fufficiently 
forcible  to  make  Briflbt  afhamed,  or  induce  him  to 
retra£l  a  calumny.     On  the  contrary,  in  a  publica- 
tion which  he  made  after  the  abolition  of  monarchy, 
.he  recurs  to  the  fame  topic^  though  in  terms  which 
muft  convince  every  reader  that  when  he  was  in- 
dined  to  fpeak  ill  of  an  adverfary,  he  was  not  re- 
ftrained  by  truth,  probability,  or  confiftency  in  the 
choice  of  an  accufadon.    He  fays,  "My  enemies 
•*  accufe  me  of  having  been  fold  to  the  civil  lift — 
•*  Me  who  inceffantly  denounced  that  Auftrian  com- 
^^  mittee,  with  which  Robefpierre  walked  hand-in« 
^*  hand  during  the  whole  term  of  the  legiflative 
^*  aifembly ;  that  committee  whofe  plots  were  aided 
^f  by  Chabot,  and  whofe  exiftence  was  prolonged  by 
*^  his  ridiculous  denunciadons '. 
Furthwr         Briffot's  news-paper  was  no  lefs  violent  againft  the 
dFom.      y^yj^i  family^  and  not  inferior  in  rancor  to  that  pub- 
13th  Feb.  iiihed  by  Marat.     One  fpecimen  will  fuffice.     He  in- 
%         ierted  in  Jiis  journal  a  chapter  on  pikes ^  containing 
.thefe  expre^ions  j  "  Where  will  thefe  pikes  be  qar- 
^*  ried  ? — Enemies  of  the  people,  wherever  you  are 
•*  to  be  found ! — Will  they  dare  to  prefent  them  at 
'>*the  caftle  of  the  Tuilleries  ? — Yes,  undoubtedly, 

*  Debates.      Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  31.      Bertrand'^   Me- 
fDoiis,  vol.  ii.  p.  184. 

*  BrifTot  a  tous  les  Republicains,  p.  175.     It  is  to  beobferyecj,  that 
^e  caule  of  BrilToi^s  recent  exenious  was  a  denuaciatioii  by  CJiabpt. 
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**  if  you  ,  are  there  ! — Who  fliall  command  thefe 
^  pikes  ?—Neceffity.  Who  fhall  diftribute  them? 
**  — Patriotifm. — Pikes  began  the  revolution ;  pikes 
^  fliall  finifti  it  *."  He  redoubled  his  efforts  after 
the  difmiffion  of  the  Jacobin  adminiftration,  and 
openly  announced  the  moft  treafonable  defigns. 
The  mob,  armed  with  pikes  and  hatchets,  who  fur- 
rounded  the  aflembly,  were  inftrufted  to  vociferate 
a  has  le  veto '.  The .  favorite  orators  of  the  Jaco- 
bin club  preached  with  additional  vehemence  in  fa- 
vor  of  an  agrarian  law,  and  Briflbt  diifeminated  the 
projeft  of  a  national  convention^  to  be  formed  by  the 
unqiwdified  fuffrage  of  every  man  in  France,  and  to 
fuperfede  the  exifting  legiflature  ". 

After  the  infurredion  of  the  20th  of  June,  which,  Prcpara- 
by  the  impunity  of  Petion  and  Manuel,  demonflrat-  jlJfu^^ 
ed  the  ftrength  of  the  Jacobin  faftion,  Briflbt  and  tion» 
his  friends  refolved  to  make  a  new  attempt,  which, 
being  more  effeftually  combined,  could  not  fail  of 
fuccefs.     Secret  councils  were  held  at  Charenton; 
the  principal  republicans,  or  fuppofed  republicans,   « 
were  invited  ;  and  it  was  refolved  that  a  new  confti- 
tution,  and  the  abolition  of  royalty,  were  abfolutely 
neceflary.     The' only  difference  of  opinion  was,  re- 
fpefting  the  meafures  to  be  adopted ;  fome  recom- 
mended an  open  attack  by  means  of  the  legiflature, 
■others  a  fecret  proccffs,  in  which  the  mob  Ihould  be 
induced   to   aft  without   any  avowed  infligators". 
This  advice  was  finally  adopted.     To  give  effeft  to 
the  confpiracy,  the  BrifTotines  were  compelled  to 
admit  to  a  certain  participation  of  their  defigns  fome 
men  with  whom  they  were  publicly  at  variance,  as 
Camille  Defmoulins   and  Robefpierre,   and  others 
\vith  whom  they  could  not  cordially  unite,  as  Danton 

^  See  Merc ure  Francois,  N^du  iS  Fev.  \^^%• 
'  Mercure  Francois,  N«>  du  9  Juin  179ft. 

^  Conjuration  de  d^Orleaos,  vol,  iii,  p.  (74*    FeUIer^slateFidlure^ 
vol,  i,  p.- 37. 
*  G«irat'8  Memoirs,  p.  Slj. 
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and  Fabre  d'Eglantine.    Their  condufl:  towards  thefe 
aflbciates  was,  however,  fo  cold,  diftant,  and  haugh- 
ty, that  it  begat  diffidence,  miftruft,  and  rancor  ^ 
It  was  probably  owing  to  this  difunion,  that  the  plot 
of  the  confpiratora  was  difcovered  to  the  friends  of 
the  king.     It  was,  in  fubftance,  as  follows.    Three 
hundred  men  were  to  affemble  at  Petion's  hotel,  un- 
fier  pretence  of  guarding  him  from  a  fuppofed  plot 
s^gainft  his  life,  but,  in  reality,  to  reflrain  him  from 
going  to  the  palace,  as  the  duties  of  his  office  re- 
quired.    In  the  meanwhile,  an  infurre£Uon  was  to 
be  commenced  in  the  fauxbourgs  ;   the  infurgents 
were  to  march  to  the  Caroufel,  in  great  force,  with 
cannon,  and  all  the  gunners  who  could  be  aflembled, 
for  the  nominafl  purpofe  of  protefldng  the  brave 
Petion,  and  exterminating  confpirators  concealed  in 
the  caftle.     By  means  of  this  armed  force,  the  con-, 
fpirators  were  to  murder  the  royal  femily,  or,  at  leaft, 
to  dethrone  the  king.     The  execution  of  this  plot 
was  fixed  for  the  twenty-ninth  of  July.     Some  of 
the  king's  friends  obtained  the  information  ten  days 
before,  and  Bertrand  pra£Ufed  an  ingenious  device 
to  fruftrate  it.     He  caufed  pamphlets  to  be  profufely 
diftributed   in   th^  fauxbourgs^  under  the  titles  of 
.**  A  horrible  Plot  againft  Petion" — "  New  Confpir 
**  racies  againft  theNational  Reprefentation" — ^  The 
**  falfe  Sans'culoites  unmaiked,  &c.'*     Thefe  pamph- 
lets, written  in  the  patriotic  ftyle  of  the  day,  contain- 
ed a  full  account  of  the  confpiracy,  but,  left  they 
ihould  not  excite  fufficient  attention,  recourfe  was 
had  to  a  frefli  expedient.     Bertrand  caufed  the  nar- 
rative, written  in  the  fame  ftyle,  to  be  printed  on 


•  Hiftory  of  the  Briflotires,  by  Ctmille  Dffmoulins,  p.  ig.  Ca- 
inille*8  expreflion  is  fo  iironp:  and  chara6tetiftic,  that  I  cannot  refiii 
franfffribing  it.  "  You,  Briffot,  and,  above  ail,  you  Pctionj^con- 
*'  ftantly  receive  ns  haughtily,  fulkily,  and  coldly ;  you  nsvei  could 
V  conceal  that  hatred  with  which  our  very  prefence  infpired  yon.  You 
'*  ftretched  out  a  finger  to  us,  but  never  the  hand.  You  did  not  e?en 
f*  think  it  necefTary  to  refufe  yourfel  ves  the  ^^ratifications  which  haughty 
*'  minds  derive  from  treating  others  with  iiilblence  and  contempt/ 
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(ingle  (heets  of  blue  paper,  like  Louvet's  Centinel, 
the  title  and  type  of  which  were  exaftly  counterfeit- 
ed. As  foon  as  Louvet's  paper  was  potted  up  in  the 
ufual  manner,  Bertrand's  was  patted  over  it,  and 
thus  all  Paris  had  read  the  account,  befpre  the  Jaco- 
bins had  time  to  prevent  its  diflemination.  Proper 
meafures  were  taken  to  prevent  Bertrand's  papei's  from 
being  torn  down,  to  proteft  the  bill-ttickers,  and  to 
replace  thofe  which  might  be/ covered  by  order  of 
the  Jacobins  ^.  This  meafure  co-operating  with 
other  impediments,  occafioned  a  delay  of  fome  days 
in  the  execution  of  the  confpiracy. 

In  this  interval,  the  letter  written  by  Briflbt  and  Propofait 
his  alTociates  was  delivered  to  the  king,  and  the  <'^^"^<*^*^ 
propofition  contained  in  it  rejefted  \  Some  of  the 
king's  friends  opened  a  private  negotiation  with 
Briflbt,  which  was  not  finally  determined  till  the 
day  preceding  the  infurreftion.  He  propofed  to 
prevent  the  execution  of  the  confpiracy,  on  condi- 
tion of  receiving  twelve  millions  of  livres  (525,000/.) 
in  fpecie,  or  bills  of  exchange,  together  with  a 
paflport,  fecuring  his  fafe  retreat  from  France. 
Thefe  terms  would  probably  have  been  acceded  to, 
had  the  fum  demanded  been  in  the  coffers  of  the 
civil  lift,  but  Bertrand  exprefles  a  reafonable  fufpi- 
cion  that  BrifTot  would  have  carried  the  greater  part 
of  the  treafure  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  the  in- 
furreftion  would  only  have  been  deferred  a  few 
days '. 

The  exiftence  of  this  negotiation  accounts  for  o^^er^*- 
fome  parts  of  Briflbt's  conduft  which  would  be  hii^'ottl 
otherwife  inexplicable.     It  appears  ceitain  that  his  d«A» 
faftion  was  irrefolute,  and  fufpended  between  a  re- 
public and  the  aggrandizement  of  Orleans.     They 
had  nothing  in  view  but  their  own  perfonal  advan^ 

P  BeiiraiKrs  Memoirs,  Vol.  lii.  p.  S. 

q  See  Memoirs  OF  THE  King,  &c.    Alfo  Hlftory  of  the  BrilTj- 
tines  by  C  JDcfmourms,  p.  19. 
>  Bertrand's  Memoirs^  vol.  iii.  p.  62. 
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tage ;  a  republic  was  a  dangerous  experiment,  and 
a  party  whom  they  hated,  defpifed,  and  feared,  had 
fupplanted  them  in  the  duke's  favor.     Had  the  king 
been  iefs  inflexible  with  refped  to  the  re-admiffion 
of   the  Jacobin  adminiftration,  they  would  have 
joined  in  fupporting  his  political   exiftence,  as  a 
puppet  managed  by  them ;   or  had  the  propofed 
ium  been  fecured,  BrilTot  and  fome  of  his  accom- 
plices would  have  quitted  the  country,  leaving  the 
king  and  the  remains  of  the  &dion  to  terminate  the 
contefl  as  they  could.     This  (late  of  fufpenfe  ac« 
counts  for  fome  apparent  vacillations  in  Briflbt.   He 
encouraged  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  clubs, 
sth  Aug.  and  the  furious  petitions  of  the  fedions ;  he  even 
refufed  admiffion  to  a  body  of  petitioners  who  at- 
tended at  the  bar  of  the  auembly  to  deprecate  the 
Dkheancey  alleging  that  they  were  the  gangrened 
t6di  July,  party  of  the  fe£tion  de,  la  Bikli^heque ' ;  yet  a  few 
days  before  be  declared  againft  a  republic,  "  Genr 
"  tlemeji  talk,'*  he  faid,  <<  of  a  faction  who  wifli  to 
*^  eftablifli  a  republic.     If  thefe  regicide  republicans 
"  really  exifted  ;  if  men  exift  who  aim  at  eftablifli- 
^*  itig  fuch  a  forija  of  government,  the  fword  of 
*^  jullice  ought  to'ftrike'them,  no  Iefs  than  the  active 
**  friends  of  the  two  houfes  of  legiflature  ^** 
9th  Aug.       At  length  the  conteft  drew  to  a  crifis.      The  ac- 
Piocetd.     quittal  of  la  Fayette  formed  the  bafis  of  infurrec- 
iffcmbly.  *  tion.     Numerous  parties  attended  with  petitions  of 
the  moft  inflammatory  tendency,  and  bodies  of  armed 
men  furrounded  the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  when  the 
quefl:ion  of  the  king's  dethronement  was  expeded  to 
be  debated.     The   members  attached   to  the  kipg 
were  aflaulted  and  threatened  by  the  mob,  and  by 
the/t?^/m,  who  had  been  ordered  to  Paris  to  fqp? 
port  .the  meafures  of  the  confpirators.     When  the 
royalifts  complaii^ed  to  the  afiembly  of  thefe  infults, 

f  Fenn«l*s  Review,  p.  194..    Debates. 

t  Conjuration  de  d^Orlcans^  vol.  \\\.  p.  xo^..    Debates* 
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they  were  derided  by  the  Briffotines,  and  laughed  at 
by  the  galleries.  The  expefted  queftion,  however, 
was  deferred.  In  confequence  of  the  numerous 
reports  that  arms  and  ammunition  were  concealed 
in  the  palace,  Petion,  the  mayor,  had  been  required 
to  infpeft  the  whole  building.  He  publifhed  a  proces 
n)erbal<i  in  which  he  afcertained  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  alarm  in  the  interior  ftate  of  the  palace  j 
but  malicioufly  refufed  to  anfwer  for  any  thing.  Roe- 
derer,/r^r«r^wr  of  the  department,  attended  at  the  bar, 
and  informed  the  affembly  of  his  fears  that  a  violent 
commotion  would  foon  take  place,  and  Petion  hy- 
pocritically declared  that  he  could  not  anfwer  for 
the  fafety  of  the  city  after  midnight,  at  which  hour 
it  was  well  knowir  that  the  tocfin  was  to  be  rung. 
The  affembly,  entering  into  the  views  of  the  con- 
fpirators,  decreed  that  there  fhould  be  no  evening 
fitting. 

At  midnight  the  generate  was  beat,  the  houfes  il-  ^«*  A^g. 
laminated,  and  the  tocfm  founded.     The  greater  o/fj,*^"'"* 
part   of  the  national  guard,  timid,  indifferent,  or  infurree- 
occupied  in  their  private  concerns,  did  not  arm  fpr  **^"* 
the  defence  of  the  king,  while  the  mob  and  the 
federes    were    making    every  preparation    for   the 
attack.  ,         .  ' 

At  one  o'clock  Petion  went  to  the  king  under  Conduft^ 
pretence  of  informing  him  of  the  ftate  of  Paris ;  but  ®^^***^"* 
more  probably  as  a  Ipy  from  the  faction,  to  obferve 
the  ftate  of  the  palace,  and  to  found  the  difpofitions 
of  the  foldiery.  The  national  guards  in  the  palace 
oppofed  his .  departure,  and  required  him,  as  his 
duty  direfted,  to  head  the  column  which  was  firft  to 
oppofe  the  aflailants ;  to  order  the  people,  in  the 
name  of  the  law,  to  difperfe ;  and,  on  their  refufal, 
to  proclaim  martial  law.  It  was  propofed  by  fome 
to  detain  him  as  a  hoftage,  which  might  have  pre- 
vented the  attack. 

Meanwhile  a  few  deputies,  alarmed  by  the  tocjin  P»oc«d- 
?nd  the  gemrale,  affemblcd  in  the  hali  j  and  at  two  'XZu 
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o'clock  were  fuffidently  numerous  to  open  the  {\U 
ting.  They  were  informed  of  Petion's  (ituatidn,  and 
immediately  decreed  that  he  fhould  attend  at  the  bar. 
This  decree  was  obeyed  without  hefitation;  but 
Petion,  before  he  left  the  Tuilleries,  wrote  and  de- 
livered to  Mandat,  the  commandant  of  the  national 
guard,  an  order  to  repel  force  by  force.  From  the 
palace  the  mayor  repaired  to  the  bar  of  the  aflembly, 
and,  after  a  fhort  audience,  retired  to  his  own  houfe, 
which  was  furrounded  by  a  guard  of  five  hundred 
men. 
in  the  During  thefe  tranfadions,  a  new  council  of  the 

commune,  commune  was  formed.     A  few  individuals  from  each 
feftion,  apprifed  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
confpiracy,  took  advantage  of  the  general   alarm, 
and,  under  pretence  that  the  old  council  had  lofl  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  eleded  two  hundred  new 
members  inftead  of  the  former.     This  newly-created 
council  repaired  to  the  hall  of  the  commune^  and 
turned  out  all  the  old  members  except  Petion,  Ma- 
Murrler  of  Huel,  and  Danton.     Their  firft  meafure  was  to  fend 
Mandat.    for  Mandat,  who  was  making  excellent  preparations 
for  the  defence  of  the  palace.     At  firft  he  refufed  to 
obey  the  fummons;  but  hearing  it  more  peremptorily 
repeated,  and  ignorant  of  the  change  which  had 
taken  place,  he  at  length  complied.     At  his  entrance 
into  the  hall  of  the  cofumune,  he  was  furprifed  to  fee 
an  aflembly  to  whom  he  was  a  total  ftranger ;  and 
ftill  more  furprifed  to  hear  himfelf  accufed  of  a  de- 
fign  to  impede  the  march  of  the  people  from  the 
fubuibs  to  the  palace.     He  >yas  too  much  confounded 
to  reply,  and  was  ordered  to  withdraw.     At  the  top 
of  the  ftairs  he  was  (hot  through  the  head  with  a 
piftol,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  a  fword  was  plunged 
into  his  body.     Petion*s  order  was  taken  out  of  his 
pocket,  and  Santerre.was  appointed  commahder  in 
his  ftead.     Thefe  events  took  place  at  four  o'clock, 
Prcpara-        The  confpirators  had  now  obtained  many  advan- 
ati^ck?'    tages  towards  the  execution  of  their  plan.     The  na? 
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tional  guards,  who  had  been  felefled  and  placed  by 
Man^at,  and  who  were  fufficienUy  refpeftable  to  oc- 
cafion  apprehenfions  in  the  minds  of  the  new  coun- 
cil that  their  orders  might  not  meet  with  ready  obe- 
dience, were  removed  by  orders  from  Santerre  to 
different  parts  of  Paris,  or  placed  in  fituations  where 
they  could  not  fecond  the  loyalty  of  the  royalifts  and 
Swifs  in  the  palace,  and  expofed  to  the  influence  of 
emiffaries  from  the  faftion.  Thus  when  the  king  re- 
viewed the  guards  in  the  palace,  the  cry  of  Vive  le 
Rot !  prevailed  at  firft,  but  it  was  foon  drowned  in 
fhouts  of  Vive  la  Nation  !  Vive  Petion  !  &c. 

At  eight  o'clock  the  king  was  prevailed  on,  by  Attack 
the  treacherous  reprefentations  of  Roederer,  to  re-  fenced, 
pair  to  the  affembly  ;  or,  in  other  words,  furrender 
himfelf  defencelefs  to  his  moft  implacable  enemies. 
His  departure  was  public,  and  known  to  all  his 
friends  in  the  palace ;  and  he  had  given  orders  not 
to  fire.  On  his  departure  an  immenfe  mob  ap- 
proached in  three  regular  columns ;  they  were  well 
armed,  and  brought  feveral  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
cannoneers  and  national  guards  all  declared  in  their 
favor;  the  Swifs  guards  alone,  and  the  gentlemen 
in  the  palace,  retained  their  fidelity.  Influenced  by 
the  king's  orders,  and  convinced  of  the  inutility  of 
attempting  hoftile  meafures  againfl  a  foe  fo  numerous, 
this  little  band  heard  with  incredible  forbearance  all 
the  infults  of  their  adverfaries ;  they  even  advanced 
to  the  Marfeillols,  and  had  agreed  to  eftablifli  a 
fi:iendfliip  with  them  which  fhpuld  have  prevented  all 
aflaults.  At  the  moment  when  this  treaty  was  con- 
cluding a  firing  of  mufketry  was  heard.  Some  of 
the  mob  were  killed  in  attempting  to  force  their  way 
into  the  palace.  Immediately  five  Swifs  were  feizea 
and  murdered  before  the  eyes  of  their  colleagues. 
Convinced  by  this  aft  that  they  had  no  hopes  but  in 
a  vigorous  refiftance,  they  formed  in  a  fquare,  and' 
maintained  a  conftant  ana  wcU-direfted  fire  on  their 

adver- 
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sidverfaries,  who  attacked  them  with  finall  arms  of 
every  defcription  and  cannom 
A!«rm  of        As  foon  as  the  noife  of  firing  was  heard,  the  orators 
the  tffem-  in  the  affembly  were  filenced ;  the  prefident  put  on 
^*  his  hat,  and  many,  of  the  members  fought  fafety  in 

flight;  but  were  reftrained  by  the  remonftrances  of 
tl^eir,  colleagues.      The  king,  anxious  to  prevent 
bloodfhed,  difpatched  orders  to  the  Swifs  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  come  into  the  hall. 
Tiie  Swifs      M.  d'Hervilly,  a  valiant  and  worthy  officer,  in- 
lay down    fitted  on  being  the  bearer  of  this  order.      After 
lUcir  arms,  fuftaining  many  infults,  encountering  great  difficul- 
ties, and  receiving  a  wound,  he  arrived  at  the  fpot 
where  thefe  brave  and  unfortunate  men  were  per^- 
forming  afts  of  valour  really  prodigious.  They  were 
expofed  to  two  fires  ;  from  their  affailants  in  front, 
and  from  the  treacherous  national  guard  in  the  rear« 
D'Hervilly  foon  found  that  in  their  fituation  refift- 
ance  muft  be  unavailing,  and  therefore  communi- 
cated the  order.     He  was  fo  well  convinced  of  the 
danger  of  the  royal  family,  that  had  the  ilighteft 
probability  of  fuccefs  appeared^  he  would  have  ferved 
his  royal  mailer  againfl:  his  will,  and  encouraged  the 
Swifs  to  have  defended  tbemfelves  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity. 
Sa? ageiieft      Viftory  had  now  declared  for  the  mob ;  and  they 
•ftbcDob.  ufed    it  with    the    moft   fanguinary  ferocity.  .  It 
would  be  difgufting  and  tedious  to  recite  the  hor- 
rors of  that  day  ;  -fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  almoft  all  the 
Swifs  .who  laid  down  their  arms  were  barbaroufly 
butchered  ;  that  the  palace  was  invaded  and  pillaged, 
-and  almoft  every  living  creature  found  in  it  put  tcr 
death-     Murder  was  not  confined  to  the  precinds  of 
the  Tuilleries,  but  ftalked  abroad  in  all  parts  of  Paris} 
many  were  maffacred  on  the  charge  of  being  arifto- 
crats,  or  of  having  written  or  fpoken  in  defence  of 
royalty.    Nor  perhaps  was  this  wanton  flaughter  the 
tnoft  difgraceful  part  of  the  tranfadtion   or  mod 
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offelifive  to  humanity.  The  infults  and  injuries  . 
offered  to  the  dead^fhock  the  feelings ;  and  the  fen- 
fation  is  carried  to  the  extreme  of  horror  when  we 
are  told  that  daemons,  in  the  fhape  of  women,  ate 
the  half  roafted  flelh  of  the  murdered  Swifs.  The 
number  flain  on  both  fides  exceeded  four  thoufand  °. 

Such  were  the  facrifices  made  to  the  ambition,,  condua  of 
the  avarice,  and  the  intriguing  fpirit  of  Briflbt.  Biiflbt. 
Such  was  the  day  of  which  he  always  boafted  that 
he  was  the  author.  To  counterbalance  this  effufion 
of  blood  occafioAed  by  him,  one  fingle  aft  of  virtue 
is  faintly  recorded  by  a  partial  individual.  It  is  faid 
that  he  faved  the  lives  of  feveral  Swifs  by  concealing 
them  in  the  clofets  belonging  to  the  diplomatic  com- 
mittee *. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  day  feemed  to  produce  a  gene-  Temper  of 
^al  enthufiafm  againft  royalty  and  nobility.  ^  Not  the  people. 
only  the  ftatues  of  kings  were  pulled  down,  and  thofe 
of  royalifts  and  ariftocrats  deftroyed,  but  all  family 
diftinftions  derived  from  anceftry,  and  all  heraldic 
emblems,  were  erafed  from  the  outfides  of  houfes, 
and  from  every  article  of  furniture.  Even  the  ar- 
morial bearings  engraved  on  the  moft  trifling  toys, 
a  fiiuflf-box,  a  ring,  or  a  feal,  were  obliterated  ;  and 
the  poft-office  detained  all  letters  the  feals  of  which 
were  impreffed  with  thofe  emblems  of  ariftocracy  ^. 

Briffot  faid  in  his  journal,  "  As  the  exigency  of  ,^th  A«g; 
"  affairs  obliges  us,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Journals 
*'  ancient  Spartans,  to  let  the  law  Jleep  for  a  wBile^  iupprcffed. 

"  In  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Family  I  have  related  thofe 
events  vwhich  relate  exclufifcly  to  the  king,  together  with  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  affembly,  the  fufpenfiorn  of  royalty,  &c.  For  the  fa^ls 
above  recited  fee  Debates  and  Hiftories.  Hiftoire  de  la  Confpiration 
du  lo  Aout,  par'Bigot  de  Ste.  Croix.  Account  of  the  Revolt  and  Maf- 
facreby  a  Pcrfon  prcfent  at  thcTJme.  Hiftorical  and  political  Account, 
^y  a  national  Guard.  Fennel's  Review.  Peltier's  late  Fifluie  of 
Paris.  Bertrand'sMemoiis,  vol.  iii.  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  Hif-  * 
toire  de  la  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  Eloge  HiAorique  & 
Fonebre  dc  Loui^  XVI.  &c.  &c. 

*  Ljuvrt's  Narrative,  p.  17.  ' 

r  Tench's  CprrefpoDdence,  p.  \%%. 
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*•  it  is  of  the  moft  preffing  importance  that  all  the 
•*  municipalities  (hould  prohibit,  by  the  affembly^is 
**  order,  all  ariftocratic  news-papers,  which  poifon 
^^  the  minds  of  the  weak,  and  inflame  tbofe  of  the 
**  wicked '."     This  was  one  of  the  earlieft  fpeci- 
mens  of  liberty   given  by  the  triumphant  party. 
The  effeft  of  the  meafure  was,  that  feveral  news- 
papers were  totally  fuppreffed,  the  ftyle  of  others 
altered,  and  all  influence  over  the  public  mind  trwif- 
ferred  to  the  confpirators  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft. 
Briflbi't         Briflbt  was  employed  to  draw  a  declaration  to  the 
declaration  foreign  courts  on  the  fufpenfion  of  the  king.    This 
trkJj^wm  produftion  was  read  by  him,  and  agreed  toby,  the 
aff^mbly ;  and  is  a  remarkable  inftance  of  fophiftry, 
fraud,  and  infolence.     He  impudently  attributes  the 
infurreftion  to  the  treachery  of  the  king;  and  the 
bloodftied  to  the  agents  of  the  court,  who  converted 
the  Tuilleries  into  a  place  of  war.  He  aflerts,  that  by 
the  conftitution,  which  foreign  powers  had  acknow- 
ledged,^ the  nation  had  a  right  to  depofe  the  king. 
He  fays,  "  The  conftitution  provides  that  the  king 
*',  may  be  depofed  if  he  abfents  himfelf  from  the 
"  kingdom.     Now,   by  a  neceffary   analogy,  this 
"  power  muft  extend  to  the  cafe  of  infanity,  and  to 
*'  every  other  cafe  where  the  welfare  of  the  people 
**  imperioufly  demands  the  meafure."     Purfuing  the 
fame  chain  of  reafoning  he  adds :  "  The  neutral 
•'  powers  then  cannot,  without  manifeft  inconfift* 
"  ency,  break  off  or  fufpend  their  connexion  with 
*'  France  on  pretext  of  the  king's  fufpenfion,  or  the 
*'  convocation  of  a  convention  ;  for  thefe  meafures 
**  are  authorized  by  the  conftitution  which  they  have 
**  acknowledged ;  and  to  difcontinue  their  conneidon 
**  with  France  on  account  of  fuch  meafures,  is  to 
^'  interfere  in  the  internal  government  of  the  country; 
**  an  interference  which   they   have  exprefsly  re- 
nounced.*'   This  ridiculous  argument,  intended 

s  PeUIei*8  late  FiAurCi  ?o].  ii.  p.  ii9, 
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to  perfuade  all  Europe  that  they  were  bound  by 
every  aft  committed  by  the  prevailing  faftion  in 
France,  is  followed  by  an  inapplicable  reference  to 
the  revolution  in  England.  Briflbt  then  proceeds  to 
notice  the  anarchy  fuppofed  to  prevail  in  France  j 
refpefting  which  he  makes  the  following  audacious 
aflertions :  "  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  will 
''  not  ftopp  to  refute  all  the  calumnies  vented  againft 
"  them  in  foreign  countries,  or  to  difprove  that 
"  anarchy  which  for  four  years  has  been  imputed  to 
**  them.  As  if  five  and  twenty  millions  of  men 
"  could  exift  for  four  years  in  a  (late  of  anarchy ; 
**  as  if  there  fubfifted  in  any  government  a  better 
"  underftanding  between  the  rulers  and  the  people, 
"  or  a  more  vigorous  adminiftration,  than  in  this  pre- 
"  tended  anarchical  government ;  in  fhort,  as  if 
"  there  exifted,  in  all  Europe,  a  country  where 
"  fewer  crimes  are  committed,  and  more  noble 
"  aftions  are  difplayed,  than  in  this  fuppofed  feat  of 
"  anarchy  *.'*  Briflbt  then  infers  the  tranquillity  of 
France  from  the  rafhnefs  of  the  rulers  in  diflblving 
the  legiflative  aflembly,  and  calling  a  national  con- 
vention ;  and,  in  conclufion,  claims  fidelity  to  treaties 
and  refpeft  to  ambafladors^ 

Among  other  untruths  contained  in  this  addrefs,  Origm  ani 
is  the  following :  "  The  mere  mention  of  a  national  [Jl^^^'^^rrei 
"  convention  would  already  havp  created  a  general  withRobc- 
••  confbfion,  did  not  a  confiderate  love  of  order  ^t'***'"- 
"  pervade  the  realm.     At  prefent  the  propofal  unites 
"  all  citizens,  ftifles  every  diflenfion,  and  combines 
"  all  parties   in  one.'*     Briflbt  well  knew  that  a 
powerful  faftion  was  in  a  ftate  of  rivalfhip  with  that 
which  he  headed,  and  that  through  their  influence 

*  Sorttt  of  thefe  aflertions  are  fo  decidedly  repugnant  to  truth,  that 
theyfeem  invented  to  burlcfque  the  labours  of  the  diplomatic  com- 
mittee. The  editor  of  a  Jacobin  publication,  Jordan's  Political  State 
©f  Europe,  appears  to  have  been  fenfible  of  this  faft  5  for  in  tranflaiing 
Briffot*8  Declaration  be  has  omitted  the  laft  part  of  the  paragraph  above 
quoted.  (Secvol.i.  p.  502.)  See  the  Declaration  in  French,  in  the 
Undon  edition  of  Briflot'*  TrJifts,  p.  !• 
VOL.  I>  s  all 
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all  attempts  to  bring  the  people  to  a  confiderate  love 
of  order  had  proved  inefFeftual.     The  temporary 
union  of  parties  which  the  confpiracy  rendered  ne- 
ceffary,  terminated  with  the  day  which  crowned  the 
confpirators  with  fuccefs.     For  fome  months  a  di- 
vifion  had  fubfifted  between  the  Briffotines  and  the 
faftion  oftenfibly  headed  by  Robefpierre,  called  the 
Incorruptibles.     The  perfonal  animofity  between  Ro- 
befpierre and  Briffot  is  faid  to  have  originated  at  the 
time  of  the  petition  in  the  Champ  de  Mars  \    The 
news-papers  of  Briffot  and  Condorcet  had  been  filled 
with  denunciations  and  (landers  againft  Robefpierre, 
Camille  Defmoulins,  Freron,   and  others.     Thefe 
formed  a  party  in  their  own  defence ;  and  repaid, 
with  intereft,  the  accufations  and   abufe  of  their 
»5tb  April  adverfaries  S      At  length  the   Briffotines    made  a 
?79»-     grand  effort  to  deprefs   their   opponents.    Briffot 
nouncM^"  attended    at    the    Jacobin    club,     and    produced, 
Robe-       from    his  pocket,    a  voluminous  philippic  agauift 
fpicrre.       Robefpierre  and  his  party.     He  was  followed  by 
Guadet,  who  made  a  fpeech  equally  violent ;  but 
they  had  miftaken  the  fphere  of  their  influence. 
Their  invcftives  were  not  attended  to  with  the  fame 
prepoffeflion  as  in  the  convention ;  they  were  fre- 
quently interrupted  by  violent  murmurs,  and  threat- 
^^jj,^      ened  with  the  lamp-iron  and  ftoning*.     The  next 
Robe.^       day  but  one  Robefpierre  anfwered  thefe  two  orators; 
fpicneu      and  in  his  ufual  ftyle  of  farcaftic  feverity  overturned 
,    their    accufation,    and   expofed   them   to  ridicule, 
ana  iri.      The  club  decreed  the  printing  and  diftribution  of  bis 
urn  ph.       fpeech  ;  and  paffed  a  refolution  that  he  was  fully  ac- 
quitted of  the  allegations  againft  him ;  that  the  news* 
papers  of  his  antagonifts  were  replete  with  defamation 
againft  his  charafter ;  that  their  ftatements  were  re- 
pugnant to  truth  J  and  that  their  inculpations  were 

^  Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  n. 

c  Mercure  Fian9oi6,  No.  dii  19  Mai  1791.     Defenfcur  (fclafo"' 
ftiturion,  p.  41. 

d  BiifTot  \  tou9  les  RepublicainSi  p.  201, 
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no  lels  belied  by  public  notoriety  than  by  the  conftant 
tenour  of  Robefpierre's  conduft  %     The  paper-war  jnnflJon 
was  continued  with  great  acrimony  ;  till  the  Briflb-  ^^  ^^c  fac- 
tines   found,  that  in  a /late  of  difunion  they  could  ^*^"'' 
not  hope  to  prevail  againfl  the  court.     They  then 
made  reluftant  approaches  towards  their  antagoniftsj 
and   availed  themfelves  of  their  affiftance  to  excite 
popular  tumult  ^     When  the  purpofe  of  the  infur- 
reftion  was  completed,  Briflbt  and  his  friends  were 
defirous  to  difmifs  their  affociates  in  guilt  without 
the  rewards  due  to  their  exertions.     To  efFeft  this  Their  dif- 
end,  they  began  to  recommend  orddr  and  a  return  ""*®"* 
to  tranquillity ;  but  'they  were  no  lefs  miftaken  in 
their  means  than  in  their  powers.     Danton,  their 
co-operator  in  adminiftration,    who  pofleifed  more  ^ 
energy  and  aftivity  than  all  the  Briflbtines,  was  de- 
voted to  their  adverfaries.     Marat,  reftrained  by  no 
confideration,  openly  libelled  and  denounced  them  1 
Robefpierre,  at  the  head  of  the  new  commune^  de- 
vifed  fuch  proceedings  as  tended  to  fet  that  body 
above  the  Jegiflature ;  and  the  mob,  enamoured  of 
licentioufnefs,  were  impatient  at  thofe  fubtleties  which 
affefted  to  fet  bounds  to  infurreftion,  and  reftrain 
the  paflions  by  reafon,  without  the  affiftance  of  pofi- 
tive  law. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the  dreadful  maflacres  p*^  ^*P^» 
of  September  were  projefted  and  organifed.     Briflbt  tionsVor 
and  his  fadbion  were  in  danger  of  being  facrificed  by  maflkcre, 
their  opponents.  It  is  confidently  reported,  and  with 
great  appearance  of  truth,  that  a  plan  formed  to  im* 
prifon  and  murder  him  aijid  his  aflbciates  was  re- 
nounced as  too  hazardous^.     At  this  period,  the 
animofity  between  the  faftions  was  difplayed  in  its 
gjeateft  force  ;  and  a  trial  of  ftrength  took  place  be- 

*  Defenfeur  de  la  Conftttution,  p.  37-     See  alfothe  decrees  of  th« 
Jacobin  club  in  the  fame  woik,  p.  i53  and  64., 
^Hillary  of  the  Briflfotines  by  Camille  Del'moulins,  p.  18.  * 

t  Sec  Dayton,    Lou  vet's  Narrative^  p.  17.     Moore'*  Journal, 
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tween  the  legiflature  and  the  communey  in  which  the 
'30th  Aue.  legiflature  was  defeated  and  derided.     The  commune 
Pupii.      ^*^  iflued  a  warrant  for  the  arreftation  of  Girey 
Duprc,  Briffot's  coadjutor  in  le  Patriate  Fratifoisj 
for  having  recommended  in  that  journal  the  difarm- 
ing  of  the  citizens.     Dupr^  evaded  a  caption ;  and 
the  mob  furrounded  the  houfe  of  Servan,  minilter  at 
Proceed-    ^^^y  ^^  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  concealed.    A 
inf^s  in  the  complaint  was  made  to  the  aflembly  that  thefe  pro- 
aflembly.   ^eedings  of  the  commune  were  unwarranted  and  ille- 
gal ;  and  a  decree  was  obtained,  '^  that  the  fun&ions 
"  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  commune  were  at  an 
'^  end ;  that  the  old  municipality  fhould  be  rein- 
"  itated  ;  and  that  each  of  the  feftions  fhould  name 
"  two  citizens  to  form  a  general  council  till  the  ap* 
**  preaching  eleftions."  Before  they  ventured  on  aflcp 
fo  refolute  and  decided,  the  BrifTotines  had  attempted 
to  divide  the  feftions,  and  induce  fome  of  them  to 
withdraw  their  authorities  from  their  reprefentadvesin 
the  commune.     They  were  oppofed  by  Tallien  and  the , 
other  confederate  affafTm^  with  fuch  effeft,  that  the 
mob  was  entirely  alienated  from  the  caufe  of  the  le- 
siiiAug,  giflature.     The  day  after  the  decree  had  beenob- 
^"he  com-  ^^i^^^  againft  the  council  of  the  commune,  that  body, 
mime.       who  in  Contempt  of  the  aflembly  had  fHU  continued 
in  aftivity,  headed  by  Petion  the  mayor,  appeared  at 
the  bar.     Tallien  was  their  orator,  and  in  very  in- 
folent*  terms  remonftrated  againft  the  decree.    "  If 
**  you  ftrike  us,"  he  exclaimed,  "  ftrike  alfo  the 
*'  people  who  made  the  revolution.     The  people  is 
"  now  exercifing  its  fovereignty  in  primary  affem- 
"  blies ;  confult  the  people ;  and  let  that  fovercign 
"  decijie  our  doom.     You  have  heard  us  ;  we  are  in 
"  your  prcfence ;  .pronounce.     The  men  of  the  tenth 
"  of  Auguft  require  nothing  but  juftice,  and  will 
*'  obey  the  will  of  the  people  alone."     Lacroix,  the 
prefident,  replied  vaguely,  but  without  indignation, 
to  this  audacious  harangue ;  he  was  confcious  of  his 
dangerous  fituation,  and  his  anfwer  conveyed  general 
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fentiments  without  application.  The  preponderance 
"was  foon  given  to  the  council  of  the  commune  by  the 
appearance  of  three  men  deputed  by  a  mob  who  fur- 
rounded  the  hall.  Their  orator  exclaimed,  "  People 
*'  in  the  galleries ;  reprefentatives  of  the  nation ; 
*^  and  you,  Mr.  Prefident ;  we  come  in  the  name  of 
*^  the  people  at  the  door  to  demand  leave  for  them' 
**  to  enter  and  behold  their  reprefentatives  ^  who 
'^  have  juft,  been  heard  at  your  bar ;  with  them  we 
*•  will  die  ;  we  have  Tworn  it',  we  have  figned  it/* 
This  refolute  fpeech,  and  the  dread  of  the  furround- 
ing  populace,  alarmed  the  legiflature ;  they  agreed 
to  a  hafty  compromife,  which  amounted  to  a  repeal 
of  their  decree,  and  broke  up  the  fitting,  that  they 
might  not  be  compelled  to  receive  the  mob.  In  the 
evening  fitting,  the  prefident  and  fecretary  of  the 
commune  being  fummoned  before  the  affembly,  they 
were  interrogated  by  what  right  they  had  ilTued  a  ' 
warrant  to  apprehend  Dupre  ?  They  anfwered,  that 
the  commune  of  Paris  had  a  right  to  pafs  decrees 
againfl:  editors  of  news-papers  who  made  falfe  charges 
againft  the  council.  It  was  obferved  in  reply,  that 
this  power  was  confined  to  charges  of  confpiracy ; 
but  they  alledged,  that  the  powers  of  the  commif- 
fioners  were  unlimited,  and  that  they  were  reprefent- 
atives of  the  fovereignty  of  Paris.  This  convinced 
the  affembly  that  they  had  no  longer  any  controul ; 
but  that  the  rabble,  whom  they  had  dignified  with 
the  name  of  Sovereign,  had  already  affumed  the  cha- 
raOier  of  tyrant.  Briffot,  in  commenting  on  the 
opinions  of  the  council  of  the  commune^  fays,  **  In 
"  that  cafe,  we  are  under  great  obligations  to  them, 
"  as  they  might  have  ordered  us  to  be  hanged  *." 
Robefpierre,  on  thefe  events,  ventured  to  denounce 
Briffot  at  the  Jacobins  for  having  fold  France  to  the  ' 


^  Meaning  the  council  of  the  commune. 

^  Debates.    Peltier's  late  Fiflure  of  Paris>  toU  i«  p.  1  Jo. 
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duke  of  Brunfwick ;  but  no  means  were  taken  16 
prove  the  charge  ^. 
Examina-  Briffot  and  his  friends  affumed  to  themfelvcs  ex- 
B**  ffor§  traordinary  merit  in  being  exempt  from  all  partici- 
pondqw^.  pation  in  the  maffacres  of  September ;  but  fuch  pre- 
texts are  deftitute  of  foundation.  Could  the  whole 
pf  their  affertions  be  proved,  it  would  avail  little 
with  perfons  of  found  judgment,  who  can  never  be 
brought  to  allow  a  claim  to  virtue  or  moderation, 
founded  only  on  the  omiffion  of  a  fingle  crime. 
The  confpirators  and  affaffins  of  Auguft,  even  if 
acquitted  of  the  crimes  of  September,  would  be  fo 
lieep  in  blood  and  guilt,  that  their  pretentions  to 
approbation  muft  be  >ejeded  with  contempt.  Briffot 
not  being  permitted  to  (hare  in  the  ultimate  benefits 
of  the  September  maffacre,  *  and  having  been  de» 
nounced  but  one  day  before  they  commenced,  has 
thought  proper  to  difclaim  them,  and  throw  the 
ftigma  on  his  political  opponents ;  but  an  examination 
of  his  conduft  will  prove  that  he  was  an  equal  fliarer 
in  the  crime.  The  firft  meafures  adopted  after  the 
tenth  of  Auguft,  tended  to  prevent  the  royalift  party 
from  ever  attempting  to  gain  an  afcendanc^.  For 
this  purpofe  all  who  were  fufpefted  of  attachment 
to  the  court,  all  who  had  been  in  the  Tuilleries  op 
the  ninth,  and  all  who  were  pointed  out  by  name  as 
dangerous  perfons,  were  apprehended  and  impri- 
foned.  Domiciliary  vifits  were  rigoroufly  executed, 
and  the  prifons  were  filled  with  extraordinary  rapidity. 
it  was  well  known  that  lifts  had  been  deUvered  to 
Danto^  and  Manuel,  and  that  the  lives  of  the  pri- 
foners  were  the  objefts  pf  a  pecuniary  treaty ;  yet 
neither  Briffot  or  any  of  his  friends  made  any  motion 
or  obfervation  tending  to  reprefs  thefe  proceedings. 
Among  the  prifoners  were  feveral  known  enemies  of 
^riffot,  whofe  deftr udtion  he  had  refol  ved  to  effeft .  Two 

^  Pelfier's  late  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p.  19 5. 
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of  thefe  were  his  old  antagonift  de  Morande,  and  du 
Rofoy^  editor  of  the  Gazette  de  Paris.     Du  Rofoy 
was  executed  after  a  pretended  trial,  a  week  before 
the  maffacre;  but  the  hatred  of  Briffot  arifing  in 
ncws-p?iper  jealoufy,  was  the  principal  caufe  of  his 
murder,     De  Morande  was  in  prifon ;  and  Briffot, 
during  the  maffacres  of  September,  repeatedly  in- 
quired if  de  Morande  was  not  yet  killed  K     Mont« 
morin  too,  the.  well-known  objeft  of^Briffot's  ran- 
cour, who  had  been  imprifoned  by  his  means,  was 
murdered  without  any  effort  to  fave  him  ".     In  the 
whole  progrefs  of  thefe  maffacres  no  trait  is  recorded 
of  Briffot  which  has  a  tendency  to  prove  that  he  at- 
tempted to  prevent  them.     It  is  faid  that  he  remained 
at  table  with  Petion  and  his  friends,  and  difdaxned 
even  to  receive  the  commiffioners  deputed  by  the     *^ 
affembly  to  charge  him  to  flop  the  prevailing  ex- 
*ceffes  °.     On  the  third  day  of  the  carnage,  he  made  4th  Sept. 
an  hypocritical  application  to  Danton  j  but  he  ap- 
peared, even  then,  not  folicitous  to  fupprefs  the  fury 
of  the  mob,  but  to  difcriminate  between  the  inno- 
cent and. the  guilty  "".^ 

If  it  were  poffible  to  acqyit  Briffot  of  a  criminal     10th. 
participation  in  the  maffacres  of  Paris,  the  murder  ^^h^ftate 
of  the  prifoners  who  had  been  confined  at  Orleans  prifoncrs, 
muft  be  afcribed  chiefly  to  him.     He  principally  oc- 
cafioned  their  imprifonment  by  calumnious  inven- 
tions ;  he  excited  the  populace  againft  them  by  his 
conftant  inveftives  againft  the  tribunal  at  Orleans, 
conftituted  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  trying  them  5 
he  led  the  people  to  expefl:  jhat  undue  influence 
would  be  employed  to  procure  their  acquittal,  and 
pointed  them  out  as  proper  objefts  of  fummary  de- 
ftruftion.     He  defended  and  praifed  every  motion 

*  Peltier's  late  Pifture,  vdI.  il.  p'  ai7.  488.     See  alfo  St.  Juft*s  re- 
port in  the  convention  July  8,  1793. 

^  Ibid,  vol.ii.  p. 487. 

^  See  a  quotation  fi  om  Marat's  Journal  in  Arthur  Young's  £xampl« 
^fPranjce,  &c.  p.  18. 

•  Peltier's  late  Pi^ure,  vol.  ii.  p.  480. 
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and  petition  which  tended  to  create  a  prejudice  againft 
the  national  court  at  Orleans,  and  to  excite  the  ban- 
ditti of  Paris  to  require  their  murder.     Before  the 
fecond  of  September  they  were  removed  from  Or- 
leans,  and  were  proceeding  to  Paris  for  trial  under 
the  efcort  of  Fournier,  a  Weft-Indian,  who  had  ren- 
dered himfelf  terrible  by  repeated  afts  of  ferocity ; 
but  after  the  horrid  aflaflinations  which  had  recently 
taken  place,  it  was  judged  proper  to  countermand 
thefe  orders,  and  they  were  brought  to  Verfailles, 
where  fifty-two  of  them  were  barbaroufly  butchered 
in  open  day,  and  in  prefence  of  the  whole  city,  by 
a  few  affaflins  difpatched  from  Paris  for  the  purpofe  ^ 
Member  of     Briffot  was  uot  returned  to  the  national  convention 
the  coiiT    {q^  Paris,  but  for  the  department  of  Eure  tff  Loire. 
his  native  country.     At  the  nrlt  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention he  was  named  fecretary,  and  afterwards  one 
of  the  committee  to  revife  the  conftitution, 
ftiftSepf.       One  of  the  fir  ft  meafures  of  the  new  legiflature 
^Xatty.  ^^*  ^^^  Jabolition  of  royalty.     Manuel  propofed  that 
i6th  Oft.  the  decree  to  that  efFeft  (hould  be  fubmitted  to  the 
people  in  primary  affemblies.     Briffot,  fecpnded  on 
this  occafion  by  Danton,  oppofed  Manuel's  motion ; 
ExamJna.  and  their  refiftance  was  fuccefsfuP.      During  the 
Brr/Tot'i     exiftence  of  the  legiflatiye  affembly,  or  at  leaft  till 
eonduft     after  the  twentieth  of  June,  there  is  no  reafon  to  be- 
Oflean!      ^^^^^  ^^^^  Briffot  had  entirely  renounced  the  interefts 
'of  Orleans.     In  the  national  convention  he  was  a 
fincere  republican ' ;  though  there  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  that  inftead  of  a  republic  one  and  indivifiblejhe 
wiflied  to  eftablifli  a  federal  republic  on  the  American 
plan.     His  creatures  occupied  the  principal  ports  in 
the  adminiftration  j  and  he  and  his  affociate$  yrere 

p  Sec  Peltiers  larc  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p.  400  to  t^^^  and  p. 487.  AJfo 
K^ooif's  Journal,  vol.!    p.  372.  SSI'*  44*.     Hiltoiies,  &c. 

^   Debates. 

r  Orleans.,  on  his  trial,  declared  that  he  had  never  fpoken  to  Prljot 
fince  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  convention.  $ee  Iroc^s  des  Bour- 
bons, vol.iii.  p.  159. 
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reputed  the  moft  eloquent  members  of  the  conv^^n^ 
tion.  He  had  prevailed  on  his  friend  and  fchool- 
fellow  Petion  to  defert  Oi^Ieans,  and  join  the  repub- 
lican ftandard  • ;  and  Manuel,  difgufted  with  the 
duke,  ranged  himfelf  under  the  fame  banner  \ 

Briflbt,  thus  powerfully  fupported,  was  oppofed  Effortsof 
by  Danton,  Robefplerre,  Marat,  Orleans,  the  Jaco-  ^^^^  "*^' 
bin  club,  and  the  rabble  of  Paris.  Had  he  dared  to 
expofe  the  intrigues  and  views  of  Orleans  and  his 
feftion,  he  might  have  triumphed  over  all  his  oppo- 
nents ;  but  the  blow  which  proftrated  his  enemies 
would  have  deftroyed  his  friends,  and  probably  him- 
felf. Thus,  inftead  of  boldly  denouncing  to  the  con- 
vention the  plots  of  Orleans,  Louvet  and  Barbaroux 
commenced  an  ill-digefted  and  feeble  attack  ou 
Robefpierre ;  and  when  the  difcuffion  on  Louvet's  • 
accufation  had  proceeded  to  fuch  a  point,/ that  a 
complete  denunciation  of  Orleans  was  expefted  to 
have  formed  the  reply,  Briflbt  aided  the  caufe  of 
Robefpierre,  by  acceding  to  the  motion  for  the  or- 
der of  the  day  '*.  Louvet,  unacquainted  with  all 
Briflbt's  fecret  motives  of  conduft,  and  believing 
him  to  have  been  always  a  republican,  complains  of 
his  reluftance  in  denouncing  the  Orleans  faftion,  and 
imputes  it  to  hi^  incredulity  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch 
^  party ''. ' 

The  national  convention  had  not  fat  a  month  i*thOft. 
when  Briflbt  was  expelled  from  the  Jacobin  club,  ^'f""^  V^' 

01  U     1  .  1  ^  r  1    .     pe'*cd  the 

oeveral  deputies,  who  were  preient,   attempted  m  jacobins, 
vain  to  fpeak  in  his  behalf;  they  were  over-ruled  by 
clamor  \     On  this  occafion  he  wrote  his  addrefs     ^^^j,^ 
.  a  tons  les  Republicains.     In  this  publication,  he  com-  His 
plains  that  his  expulfion  was  owing  to  intrigue,  and  P'^'^P**!*^ 

•  It  is  evident  from  Petion's  conJiifl  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft,  after  the 
«rrcft  of  Girey  Dupre,  that  he  was  not  then  lb  much  attached  to  Briflfot 
as  to  make  anyfacnfices  in  hi$  behalf. 

'  See  Manuel  and  Orleans* 

^  See  RoBESPiERkE.    Louvct's  Narrative,  p.  23, 

*  Louvet^s  Narrative,  fi.  10.  14. 

f  firiifot  a  tous  les  Republicains,  p,  201 »  n, 
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fyesks  the  language  of  a  man  furprifed  to  find  the 
arms  which  he  had  employed  againfl  others  turned 
againft  himfelf.  Still  he  appears  to  retain  hopes  of 
regaining  the  favorable  opinion  of  the  fociety ;  he 
enters  into  a  vindication  of  his  public  conduft,  and 
denies  any  idea  of  diffolving  or  fufpending  the  Jaco- 
bin club,  but,  on  the  contrary,  declares  its  exiftence 
is  important  to  liberty.  The  pamphlet  is  not  diftin- 
guifhed  by  force  of  language,  energy  of  thought, 
or  beauty  of  compofition,  but  feems  a  weak  effort 
to  regain,  by  cringing  fubmiffion,  the  popularity 
which  had  been  wrefted  from  him  by  violence. 
This  publication  was  afterwards  elucidated  by  three 
poftfcripts :  in  the  firft,  he  analyzes  a  pofition  laid 
downby  Garat,  in  a  report  to  the  convention,  that, 
in  every  conftitution,  the  city  where  the  conftituted 
bodies  refide,  poflcffed  a  reprefentative  and  inidative 
power  of  infurreflion  againft  tyrannic  authorittes  % 
In  oppofition  to  this  ftatement,  he  fays,  "  A  revolu- 
**  tion  is  a  fever,  and  I  cannot  perceive  the  neceffity 
*'  of  taking  meafures  to  be  in  a  continual  fever  for 
*^  the  fake  of  one's  health."  Had  Briffot  afted  in 
conformity  to  this  opinion  before  he  acquired  power, 
the  adduftion  would  have  done  him  honor  j  but  felf- 
intereft  had  before  induced  him  to  recommend  revo- 
lutions, write  a  chapter  on  pikes,  and  profcribe  in- 
dividuals, and  the  lame  principle  now  aftuated  him 
to  reprobate  thofe  meafures.  The  fecond  poftfcript 
pierely  mentions  a  decree  of  the  convention  favora- 
ble to  the  Briflbtiues  ;  and  the  third  is  a  puff  for 
fome  party  pamphlets. 
Condua  During  the  progrefs  of  the  king's  trial,  Briffot 
king's  and  his  party  betrayed  fo  much  duplicity,  and  fuch 
trial,         a  defertion  of  principle,  as  afibrded  their  enemies 

>  The  jargon  oF  thele  politicians  is  not  eafily  tra^H.-tted  ;  to  avoid 
the  charge  ot  miricprcTtntaiion  I  give  the  oiiginal  words.  "  II  a 
**  foutcnu,  que  dans  toute  conftltimon  h  ville  ou  icfidoient  les  corps 
««  cofiftilu6s  avoit  la  i^pie-'entation  et  Tinitiaiive  des  infurreiSlions 
*«  contre  les  autoritgs  tyraniiiques.**  BrifTot's  Trails,  p.  218.  London 
edition, 
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manyadvaiitages,  and  gave  rife  to  the  fuppofition 
thsit  the  Briflbtine  faftion  had  been  bribed  to  adopt  a 
mode  of  conduft  fo  inconCftent  with  that  which  their 
leader  had  formeriy  held  ^  The  effect  of  his  exertions, 
and  thofe  of  bis  party,  with  refpeft  to  the  king,  have 
been  already  mentioned  ^  To  BriiTot,  the  promoter 
of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  no  credit  can  be  afcribed  for 
attempting  to  defer  the  king's  execution  till  the 
conftitution  Ihould  be  perfected  ;  and  fuch  was  his 
vote  % 

The  oppofing  faftion  did  not  omit  to  take  advan-  Affailcd 
tage  of  Briffot's  inconfiftency,  and  to  attack  him  and  lion^.**"^^* 
his  party  with  redoubled  violence.     One  of  Briffot'« 
principal  arguments  was,  that  by  putting  the  king 
to  death,  the  convention  would  exafperate  all  the 
fovereigns  of  Europe.     At  the  fame  time  he  afferted 
that  thofe  very  fovereigns  bribed  the  Mountain  to 
urge  the  fate  of  Louis,  that  they  might  have  a  pre- 
text for  declaring  war  againft  France.     On  thefe  ri- 
diculous averments,  Robefpierre  made  the  following 
obfervations.     ''  What !  BrifTot,   you   who,  at  the 
*^  period  when  a  treacherous  court  had  prepared  a 
^^  plan  for  delivering  us  up  to  our  enemies,  defcribed 
*'  all  the  potentates  of  Europe  as  reduced  to  the  moft 
*'  abjed  ftate  of  impotency,  and  painted  all  the  peo- 
*'  pie  as  flying  with  tranfport  to  hail  the  French  con- 
"  ftitution,  in  order  to  induce  us  to  make  a  prema? 
*^  ture  declaration  of  war  againft  all  Europe ;  is  it 
"  you,  who  dare,  at  this  day,  to  threaten  us  with  the 
*'  anger  of  kings,  if  we  condemn  their  accomplice  ? 
^*  Do  you  not  blufh  to  offer  as  motives  for  our  de- 
**  crees  the  intereft  which  tyrants  take  in  the  death 
"  of  Capet ;  and  in  a  moment  afterwards,  to  tell  us, 
*'  that  all  the  courts  are  defirous  of  his  death,  and 
"  lavifli  of  their  gold  to  induce  us  to  pronounce  it  ? 
**  What  right  have  you  to  confider  the  French  fuf&- 

*  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  496. 
^  See  Memoirs  of  the  King,  &c. 
'  See  Debates  on  tl\e  three  uppeis  nmiaaux, 

^'  ciently 
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•*  cicntly  Ilupid  to  believe,  on  your  word,  that  the 
•*  piaftres  and  guineas  of  defpots  are  expended  to 
*^  lead  their  compeer  to  the  fcaffold,  and  not  to  fave 
•*  him  *  ?"     Camille  DcTmoulins  made  fimilar  ob- 
fcrvations  on  the  fame   fubjeft.     Speaking   of  die 
party  who  frequented  madame  Roland's  table,  he 
fays,  '*  Above  all,  it  is  neceflary  to  expofe  to  the 
*^  public  thofe  men,  who,  feated'  at  the  upper  end 
^  of  that  Circe's  table,  hold  the  bell,  as  presidents : 
*'  That  poor  Warville^  as  he  is  called  by  madame  Pe- 
**  tion  and  madame  Roland,  who  quarrel  for  him, 
**  and  who  will,  fome  day,  fight  a  duel  with  piftols, 
*^  to  decide  who  (hall  poffefs  him  exclufively :   That 
**.Briirot,  grand-mafter  of  the  order  of  intriguers  and 
**  tartuffc:^  whofe  writings  and  conduft  are  perfectly 
*'  inexplicable.      Formerly,   they  were   republicans 
**  when  there  was  no  republic,  now  they  are  royal- 
**  ifts  when  monarchy  is  aboliflied :  For  a  while  they 
**  were  Jacobins,  when  the  Jacobin  party  was  weak- 
•*  eft,  now  they  are  Feuillans  when  the  Jacobins  have 
•*  acquired  the  afcendancy.     How  arie  we  to  explain 
*'  thefe  things  but  by  agreeing  with  general  Dillon, 
**  who  affirmed,  three  years  ago,  in  the  tribune  of 
«*  the  national  aflembly,  that  Briffot  was  fold  to  the 
**  cabinets  hoftile  to  France  ;  and  that  the  objeft  of 
'  **  his  miffion  is  to  confound  and  fubvert  all  our  pro- 
•*  ceedings  *  ?" 
War  with        One  of  the  firft  meafures  adopted  in  the  conven- 
England.    ^on  after  the  murder  of  the  king,  was  the  declara- 
tion of  war  againft  England.     Briffot  had  prepared 
i»th  Tan.    ^^^  public  mind  for  hollilities  by  a  report  on  the  law 
1753.     '    known  by  the  name  of  the  alien  bill,  ^d  on  the 
meafures  of  defence  adopted  by  the  Britifli  govern- 
xft  Feb.    ment.     He  afterwards  ufliered  in  Ae  declaration  of 
war  by  a  report,  made  in  the  name  of  the  committee 
of  general  defence.     As  it  is  not  my  intention,  in 

d  Rohefpicrre  a  fes  Commcttan?,  vol.  ii.  p  43. 
e  Note  by  Camillc  Dermonlins  on  Poulticr^s  fpcech  refpe^^ing  the 
king's  iiial.     See  Kobcipieirc  a  fes  Commettans,  vol.  ii.  p,  54.. 
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this  work,  to  enter  into  the  politics  of  England,  I 
fliall  not  analyze  thefe  two  performances.  They 
merit  attentive  and  frequent  perufal  ^ 

The  fall  of  the  BriflTotine  faftion  was  now  ap-  Conteft  of 
proaching.  From  their  conduft  in  producing  the  P*'"^'*^'^ 
infurreftion  of  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  it  was  eafy  to 
perceive  that  a  more  defperate  and  aftive  party,  ob- 
taining an  unlimited  influence  with  the  Jacobins,  and 
leading  them  to  greater  excefles  than  Briffot  and  hi*? 
friends  had  prefcribed,  would  produce  fuch  an  oppo- 
fition  as  muft  terminate  in  the  deftruftion  of  thofe 
who  aflumed  the  merit  of  having  founded  the  repub- 
lic ^.  The  indolence  of  fome,  the  feeblenefs  of  others, 
and  the  general  want  of  union  in  the  Briffotines,  pre- 
cipitated the  downfal  of  the  party.  They  entertain- 
ed a  fincere  friendfliip  for  each  other,  founded  on 
a  high  opinion  of  their  refpedtive  talents ;  but  no  one 

'  See  London  fdition  of  BrifTot's  Trafts. 

t  Sec  Moore*s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  477.  The  following  anecdote  re- 
lated by  Mifs  Williams  from  the  intormation  of  Ja  Source,  a  violent 
BriiTotine,  a  (hort  time  before  his  death,  is  interefting  and  illuftrative. 
**  La  Source,  in  his  meditations  on  the  chain  of  political  events,  men- 
'*  tioned  one  little  incident  which  feeined  to  hang  on  his  mind  with  a 
**  fort  of  luperflitious  feeling.  A  few  days  after  the  loth  of  Auguft 
**  he  dined  in  t\\t  fauxicurg  uf  St.  Antoine  with  feveral  members  of  the 
**  legiflative  affcmbly,  who  were  the  molt  diftinguifhed  for  their  talents 
*^  and  patriotifm.  They  were  exulting  in  the  birth  of  the  new  repub- 
"  lie,  and  the  glorious  {tart  they  were  to  3^51  as  its  founders,  when  a 
'**  citi2sn  of  the  fauxbourgf,  who  had  been  invited  to  partake  of  the  rc- 
•*  paft,  ohferved,  that  he  feared  a  different  deftiny  awaited  them.  •  As 
"you  have  been  the  foandcrs  of  the  repubKc,'  faid  he,  *  you  will 
"  ajfo  be  its  viftims.  In  a  fliort  time  you  will  be  obliged  to  impofe  '' 
**  refhqints  and  duties  on  the  people,  to  whom  your  enemies  and  theirs 
'*  will  reprefent  you  as  having  overthrown  regal  power  only  to  eftabli/h 
**  ypur  own.  You  will  be  accufed  of  ariiioctacy  ;  and  I  forefee,*  he 
**  added,  with  much  perturbation,  *  that  you  will  all  perllh  on  the 
"  fcafFold.'  Thf  company  fmiled  at  his  finguhr  predi^ion :  but 
**  during  the  enfuing  winter,  when  the  ftorm  was  gathering  over  the 
**  political  horizon,  la  Source  recalled  the  prophecy,  and  fometimes 
**  reminded  Vcrgniaud  of  the  man  of  the  fauxbourg  St.  Antoine. 
**  Vergniaud  had  little  hecd»d  the  augur  j  but  a  few  days  prcvjous  to 
*'  the  31(1  of  May,  when  the  convention  was  for  the  iirlt  time  befieged, 
**  la  Source  ftid  again  to  Vergniaud,  •  Well,  what  think  you  of  the 
*'  prophet  of  the  f^uJ^bourg?*  '  The  prophet  of  the  fauxbourg,'  an- 
"  fwered  Vergniaud^  •was  in  the  right.*— J-eitpis  in  1794,  vol.  i. 
P-  50. 
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had  fufficicnt  energy  to  direft  the  operations  of  the 
reft,  to  combine  their  efforts  by  a  due  fubordination, 
and  give  that  ftrength  to  the  whole  of  their  opera- 
tions which  refults  from  a  proper  difpofition  of  all 
the  parts.     They  had  planned  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
and  gloried  in  the  fuccefs  of  a  treacherous  machina- 
tion, which,  without  the  aid  of  thofe  who  could 
command  the  mob,  and  organize  infurreftion,  they 
could  not  bring  to  maturity.     From?  that  day  their 
influence  declined,  and  the  faftion  of  Robefpierre 
had  been  enabled  to  perfuade  the  people  that  the 
Briffotines  were  moderes^  ariftocrats,  feuillans^  roy- 
alifts,  or  the  agents  of  the  combined  powers,  as  heft 
fuited  their  views.     The  attacks  of  the  Briffotines, 
regulated  by  no  digefted  plan,  were  violent  in  the 
outfet,  but  feeble  in  the  refult ;  and  though  fuperior 
in  eloquence,  and  poffeffed  of  all  the  means  of  po- 
pularity, they  invariably  loft  ground  in  the  iffue  of 
every  conteft. 
Conduaof     The  raflmefs  and  unrelenting  temper  of  Briflbt 
Bnflbt.      contributed  greatly  to  the  defeat  of  his  party.    On 
him  all  admonition  was  loft ;  he  perfevered  in  preach- 
ing morals  which  in  his  pradKce  he  was  known  to 
difregard,  and  in  indifcriminate  denunciations,  which 
loft  their  effeft  becaufe  the  people  knew  that  they 
proceeded  not  from  patriotifm  but  from  felfJove. 
Garat,  fpeaking  of  this  fatal  violence  in  Briffot,  fays, 
'*  How  often  have  I  conjured.  Briffot,  whofe  talents 
**  acquired  new  energy  in  the  heats  of  conteft,  ra- 
*'  ther  to  avoid  putting  forth  all  his  ftrength  than  to 
**  irritate  his  enemies  more  and  more  by  heaping 
*'  confufion    on    their  heads  !     To    overturn  the 
**  throne,  faid  I,  you  excited  or  excufed  the  comrao- 
**  tions  and  exceffes  of  the  Parifian  populace.    They 
**  are  now  habituated  to  infurreftion.     We  muft  win 
**  them  from  it.     But  an  evil  habit  can  never  belaid 
**  afide  fo  quickly  as  it  is  caught.     If  you  now  con- 
*^  ftantly  threaten  thofe  fame  paffions  which  before 
•«  you  always  protefted,  becaufe  you  are  now  be- 

<*  come' 
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**  come  prudent,  the  multitude  will  think  you  trai- 
"torsV* 

The  inexplicable  confpiracy  of  the  tenth  of  March, 
in  confequence  of  which  Briffot's  journal  was  fup- 
preffed,  and  his  printing-office  deftroyed  *,  the  incf- 
feftual  denunciation  againft  Marat",  and  the  de- 
feftiort  of  Dumouriez,  completed  the  ruin  of  the 
Briffotines. 

As  a  laft  eflfort  to  regain  popularity,  Briflbt  pub-  HJs  ad- 
liftied  his  famous  addrefs  to  his  conftituents,  which  conftitu-"* 
deferves  an  attentive  perufal,  perhaps  more  than  any  cnts, 
other  work  which  has  appeared  fmce  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revoluition.     It  is  replete  with  fuch  fafts 
and  illuftrations  as  explain  the  fyftem  by  which  the 
Briffotines  attained  power,  and  there  is  hardly  an 
objection  made  by  Briffot  to  the  intrigues,  the  views, 
and  the  crimes  of  the  oppofing  party  but  applies  with 
equal  or  greater  force  to  his  own.     In  this  pamphlet 
he  ingenuoufly  avows,  that  "  laws  without  execu- 
"  tion }  conftituted  authorities  impotent  or  difgraced ; 
"  crimes  unpuniflied ;  property  attacked ;  perfonal 
"  fafety  violated  ;  the  morals  of  the  people  corrupt- 
"  ed  ;  no  conftitution ;  no  government ;  no  juftice, 
"  are  the  true  features  of  anarchy."     To   whom 
could  the  deftruftion  of  the  conftitution,  the  fufpen- 
fion  of  government,  the  perverfion  of  juftice,  and 
the  principles  of  anarchy  be  afcribed,  if  not  to  him 
who  had  taught  that  it  was  neceffary  the  laws  fliould 
fleep ;  who  had  fanftioned  infurreftion  againft  the    - 
conftituted  authorities ;  who  had  defended  the  mur- 
derers of  Avignon,  and  the  plunderers  of  the  palace ; 
who  had  imprifoned  and  Sacrificed  to  his  perfonal 
hatred  and  political  prejudices  innumerable  viftims  ; 
and  who  had  releafed  the  populace  from  every  moral 
and  religious  tie  ?    Briffot,  who  had  long  maintain- 
ed his  own  reputation  by  the  moft  audacious  libels, 

^  Carat's  Memoirs,,  p.  10$, 

^  See  Peliicr's  late  Piftuic  of  Parijp  vol.  ii.  p.  144. 

^  See  Marat. 
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now    declaims   againil  libellers  in  pathetie  ietms* 
**  There  is  little  freedom  of  opinion,"    he  favs, 
•*  where  the  fear  of  calumny  prevails ;  there  is  ftill 
*'  lefs,  when  that  calumny  may  lead  to  a  phjjical 
^^  (ijpijfty^tion^   as  it   certainly  does   lead  to  moral 
**  affaflination.      For    there    are    few    men    who 
**  have  ftrength  of  mind  enough  at  once  to  brave, 
•'  I  will  not  fay  death,  but  the  inceflantly  renewed 
**  fear  of  death,  and  the  daily  torture  of  renewed 
**  reproach  ^*'     A  quotation  from  Tacitus,  applied 
by  Briflfot  to  his  adverfaries,  admirably  defcribes  his 
own  pernicious  ambition  :  Rerum  potiri  volunt ;  bo- 
noresj  quos^   (juietd   republicd^  defperant^  perturbata^ 
confequi  fe  popj  arbitrantur. 
Anfwertd       This  pamphlet  occafioned  two  fpeeches  by  Camille 
Del^^ou-**  Defmoulins  at  the  Jacobin  club,  which  were  after- 
itDft*         wards  incorporated,  and  publifhed  under  the  title  of 
**  Hiftory  of  the  Briflbtines/'     In   this  work,  Ca- 
mille expofes  the  pretended  patriotifm  and  difintereft- 
ednefs  of  BriiTot  and  his  adherents.    By  an  ingenious 
application   of  Briflbt's  argument  in  proof  of  the 
Auftrian  committee,  that  confpiracies  may  be  proved 
by  ftrong  probabilities,  he  afFefts  to  demonftrate  that 
Briffot  is  an  accomplice  with  Dumouriez,  agent  of 
the   combined   powers,    and    a    federalift ;    traces 
Briffot's  connexion  with  Orleans,  and  defcribes  the 
cffeft  of  that  conneftion  on  his  public  condufl:,  par- 
ticularly at  the  time  of  the  petition  in  the  Champ  dt 
Mars  *".     Defmoulins  alfo  afferts,  that  Briffot  was  in- 
timately conneded  with  Dumouriez,  ^XiA  Jlole  a  let- 
ter written  by  that  general  refpefting  the  king,  left 
it  (hould  endanger  his  life " ;  but  ther^  is  not  fufE- 
cient  reafon  for  believing  this  account,  as  it  appears 
that  he  had  really  quarrelled  with  Dumouriez  before 
bis  defertion  °. 

I  PuMifheU  by  Stockditle,  1794.     See  alfo  Playftir's  Hift^ory  of  Ja" 
Cobtnifm,  p.  564)  and  note  p. 

»  See  Hiftory  of  the  iiiiffoUnes,  publilhed  by  Owen^  1794» 

•  Ibid.  p.  31.  , 

•  Garafs  Memoirs^  p.  114. 
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The  events  of  thofe  days  which  produced  the  fatal  3'^  ^»3^ 
decrees  againft  the  Briflbtines,  are  related  in  another  June" 
article  ^     The  timidity  and  divifion  of  counfel  which  Decree  pf 
had  before   fo  materially  injured,   now  cfFeftually  **^""*^*^°*' 
ruined  them.     An  infidious  propofal  was  made  in 
the  convention  by  Barrere,  that  the  members  againft 
whom  the  petitions  of  the  ledions  were  direfted, 
ihould  give  in  their  difmifEon.     To  this  Lanjuinais 
made  a  reply  fo  fpirited,  that  there  was  a  probability, 
had  Briflbt  been  at  his  poll,  and  had  all  the  party 
aded  in  a  confiftent  ajid  uniform  manner,  that  the 
fortune  of  the  day  might  have  turned  againft  their 
adverfaries.     At  this  critical  moment,  when  vigorous 
aQion  was  neceflary,  they  were  arranging  meafures 
at  Guadet's  houfe,  and  left  their  enemies  an  eafy 
triumph.     Deceived  by  a  falfe  report,  many  of  them  ^^'^^*  ^^ 
made  their  efcape,  in  the  hope  of  exciting  a  civil  tines "  ^ 
war  in  the  departments,  and  fu&ered  the  decree  of 
arreftation  to  pafs  without  oppofition  \ .   The  depart- 
ments, however, .  were  indifferent  to  their  fate,  and 
averfe  to  rilking  their  lives  and  properties  in  their     . 
caufe% 

Briffot  was  .among  the  fugitives.  He  obtained  aBri^oi«p- 
paffport  for  Switz^erland ',  but  was  fpeedily  appre- ^"^^ ''''*''^  • 
hended.  He  was  confined  ip  the  prifon  of  the  Ab- 
bay6,  where  he,  for  fome  time,  inhabited  the  apart- 
ment which  had  been. previoufly  tenanted  by  madame 
Roland,  and  was  afterwai^ds  allotted  to  Charlotte 
Corday'. 

During  the  contcft  excited  by  the  fugitive  Briflb-  ^'"'^^^^^'^^'j^^ 
tines  iii  dhe  departments,  the  Mountain  took  no  mea-  conlen- 
fures  for  bringing  to  trial  thofe  who  were  imprifoned  tion. 
in  Paris ;  but  as  the  feeblenefs  of  thefe  efforts  became 
daily  more  apparent,  the  courage  of  the  triumphant 

P  See  Robespierre. 

1  Louvet*8,  Narrative,  p.  4S.     Mifs  AVilUams's  Letters  in  1794, 
Vol.  i.  |>.  77,  » 

'  Refidence  in  France,  edited  by  John  GifFord,  voKI.  p.  aSj* 
■  See  Aniar*8  report  to  the  conVfentiop,  06i.  3d,  1794- 
^  Appel  a  rimpartiale  Pofttri(6,  vol.  ii.  p.  37. 
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July  t.  party  increafed.  At  length  St  Joft  made  a  report 
from  the  committee  of  public  lafety  to  the  conven- 
tion, on  the  tranfaftions  of  the  thirty-firft  of  May 
and  the  following  days,  in  which  he  traced  the  crimes 
of  Briflbt  and  his  faction.  He  truly  dcfcribed 
Briifot  as  a  man  too  fufpidous  to  have  accomplices, 
but  always  dexterous  enough  to  have  adherents  and 
blind  partifans.  The  reft  of  the  report  is  a  confufed 
mafs  of  truth  and  falfehood.  The  convention  paffed 
H^»  fome  fevere  decrees  againft  Briffot*s  friends.  After 
the  aflallination  of  Marat,  Couthon  moved  that  the 
revolutionary  tribunal  fliould  immediately  proceed  to 
the  trial  of  the  imprifoned  deputies,  and  profecute 
the  fugitives  as  outlaws ;  but  his  motion  was  not  car- 
«jti».  ried.  The  next  day,  however,  Billaud  Varcnnes 
brought  up  a  frefli  report,  containing  many  addi- 
tional charges  againft  them ". 
Pmjeaed  It  is  faid,  that  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
maflacre.  fearful  of  bringing  Briflbt  and  his  party  to  a  trial, 
projected  an  infurre£don  in  which  they  were  to  haie 
been  maflacred,  and  that  the  tenth  of  Auguft  was 
fixed  for  the  perpetration  of  the  plot.  Money  and 
liquor  were  profufely  diftributed,  but  the  flderh  de- 
clared loudly,  that  they  had  not  come  to  Paris  to 
take  up  the  trade  of  murderers,  and  nine  hundred 
of  them,  particularly  the  Bretons,  quitted  the  cap!" 
tal  on  the  eighth  and  ninth,  after  receiving  the  mo- 
ney with  which  the  committee  intended  to  bribe 
them.  Thirty-feven  fefUons  of  Piris  guarded  the 
prifons  for  fcven  days,  and  declared  that  they  would 
defend  them  againft  the  approach  of  all  affaffins '« 
Befides  the  information  which  the  author  of  this 
ftatement  was  known  to  poflefs,  the  account  feemJ 
highly  probable  from  many  attendant  circumftances. 
The  Mountain  dreaded  the  talents  of  the  Briffotines, 
whofe  friends  were  ftill  numerous  i  and  Bri0bt  bad 


«  Dcbatef . 

«  Suite  dt  i"£ut  de  la  France,  par  Montgtillanli  p.  67. 
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declared  that  he  held  a  fecret  in  his  hands,  which 
would  expofe  the  weak  (laves  of  his  profligate  oppo* 
Bents,  and  would  prevent  their  efcaping  the  rigorous 
judgment  of  pofterity,  even  though  they  might  be 
willing  to  ftand  witneffes  of  their  own  ignominy  ^.  It 
may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  violent  motions  and 
reports  againft  the  Briflbtines  were  made  juft  at  the 
period  when  tht  federes  were  in  Paris  to  celebrate  the 
fourteenth  of  July, 

Foiled  in  this  attempt,  the  Mountain  refolved  to  Further 
prepare  the  way  for  the  deftru&ion  of  their  adver*  "***^^*«* 
faries,  by  increafing  their  unpopularity,  or,  at  leaft, 
by  caufmg  fuch  an  inundation  of  petitions  and  ad- 
dreifes,  as  fhould  perfuade  the  people  in  the  depart- 
ments that  all  dafles  in  the  capital  were  convinced 
of  their  delinquency.  It  is  well  obferved,  that  this 
was  ^^  a  remarkable,  a  very  remarkable  thing  in  the 
"  moral  order  of  events ! — They  fell  in  1793  under 
"  the  fame  blows,  and  by  the  very  fame  manoeuvres 
*^  and  ofienfive  arms  which  they  had  enpiployed  to 
^'  ruin  Louis  XVL  and  to  effed  his  depofition  ^/' 

When  the  public  mind  was  fufficiently  prepared,  j<J  o^» 
Amar  made  a  report  of  the  aft  of  accufaticm,  and  .^^^ 
traced  every  part  of  their  condud  to  which  an  ob* 
jedion  could  be  alleged;  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
revolution.  This  ad:  of  accufation  was  a  burlefque 
on  juftice,  and  might  have  been  termed  unprece- 
dented, but  for  the  abfurd  denunciations  which 
BriiTot  himfelf  had  made  againft  de  Leflart,  Montf 
morin,  and  Bertrand,  .and  the  ftill  more  atrocious 
accufations  againft  the  kjng,  on  which  he  had 
wickedly  pronounced  the  verdict  Gmlty. 

Immediately  after  this  report  had  been  made,      s^i)- 
Briflbt  and  his  fellow-prifoncrs  were  committed  to  ^^"jJeCoa! 
the  Condergerie.    They  were  ordered  to  be  tri^  ckrgcric  § 
before  the  revolutionauy  tribunal    Garat  endea* 

r  Briflbt  \  fet  Commettanf,  p.  77. 

*  Necker  on  the  KcvolatioQ,  vol.  i.  p.  ^%^.    See  Debittt  on  the  5th 
and  i^th  September*  snd  ift  Oftober. 
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Toured  to  prevail  on  Robeipierre  tx>  appoint  a  ditfef « 
cnt  court,  but  in  vmn  •. 

When  the  accufed  deputies  were  brought  to  theif 
trial,  Briflbt  was  placed  on  an  elevated  feat  urith  his 
partifans  around  him;  he  appeared  collected  and 
tranquil.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  trial,  the  prefident 
of  the  tribunal  was  fo  much  embarraiTed  by  tbeir  ob- 
jedions,  by  their  farcaftic  replies  to  his  qudticms, 
and  by  then-  acutenefs  in  crofs^examining  the  wit- 
neflfes,  that  he  wrote  to  the  convention.  He  faid, 
-that  nothing  conld  equal  the  loquacity  of  the  accufed ; 
that  the  trial  had  laf^ed  five  days,  and  only  mine  wit- 
nefles  had  been  heard ;  that  there  was  no  reafon  why 
four  hundred  witneiTes  might  not  be  brought  for- 
ward, and,  in  that  cafe,  there  would  be  no  hopes  of 
finifhing.  The  conyention  paffed  a  decree  to  abridge 
thofe  forms  which  enchained  the  confciences  of  jury- 
men, and  ftifled  conviftion,  and  by  which  the  jury 
were  enabled  at  any  time  to  declsu'e  themfelves  fuffi- 
cidntly  enlightened,  and  pafs  fentence  on  the  prifon- 
ers.  The  jury  immediately  declared  the  procefsat 
an  end,  and  condemned  Brjifot  and  all  his  aflbdates 
to  the  fcaffold  ^ 

If  the  affertion  of  Louvet  be  true,  that  part  of  the 

evidence  arid  fome  of  the  fpeeches  are  fuppreffed  in 

the  printed -rieport  %  it  becomes  imp6ifible  to  decide 

'  on  the  -merits  of  the  trial.     It  appears,  however,  that 

i^iffot^ould  not  ha-vobeen  condemned  on  anyprin- 

•tiples  but  thofe  of  his  own  recommending,  that  con- 

fpiracies  need  no  proof,  and  that  the  law  may  occa- 

fionaUy  be  allowed  to  fleep. 

Briflbt  behaved  with  great  courage,  and  retsuned 
his  prefence  of  mind  during  the  whole  of  his  trial  **• 
His  deportment  in  the  night  after  his  condenfuiation 


*  Garat's  Memoirs,  p.  231, 

"  Plviyfalr's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifni^  p.  597,  n. 
c  Lou  vet's  Narrative,  p.  5$. 

*  Uiiloi its,    Ne>nr  Annual  Regifter  for  17931  p.  ftOOt 
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IS-  I%hly  extoll^  %  Allpwing  fpr  the  ardent  <:olour««- . 
ing  of  friendihip,  an4  the  glow  of  party  panegyric, 
the  accouot  is  not  improbable.  The  fear  of  death  • 
was^  not  among  Briffot's  foibles,  and  the  fuperiorky  ► 
which  that  trait  gives  to  the  charafter  of  a  man  who  - 
engages  in  revolutions  probably  contributed  to  raifer 
him  to  the  head  of  a  faftion.  The  whole  party- 
paffed  the  night  in  finging  and  conyerfation. 

The  next  morning  they  were  condufted-  to  the  ^.n<*  execu* 
guillotine,  aiiiidft  the  cuftomary  (houts  of  the  mob,  -^^"* 
they  themfelves  joining  in  the  exclamation  Vive  la  R^^ 
publique  !  Briffot  fuffered  laft,  and  continued  to  re» 
tain  his  prefence  of  mind  jind  compofure.  The  exe- 
cution was  completed  in  thirty-feven  minutes.  Their 
property  was  confifcated  K 

The  charafter  of  Briffot  is  fo  differently  delineated,  ^^'^ot'« 
that  it  \%  difficult  to  reduce  the  various  defcriptions.  ^  ^***^*'* 
into  one  confident  portrait.     As  an  author  his  fame  as  an  vx* 
was  never  extenfive,  and  even  his  celebrity  in  his^**^^' 
political  career  has  not  been  able  to  attrafl:  curiofity  . 
towards  his  voluminous  productions.     He  is  feid  to 
have  been  a  lefs  elegant  writer  thaii  Condorcet  ^  j 
but  elegance  is  not  one  of  the  properties  by  which 
his  ftyle  is  diftinguiflied.     On  the  contrary,  it  is 
abrupt,  perplexed,  and   often  below  the   level  of 
correft   compofition.      Garat   fays,    he  fought  for 
^^  ideas  in  books  and  languages  more  than  in  his 
"  own  mind.    He  wrote  more  than  he  meditated  *"/* 
This  obfervatipn  accounts  for   the    want   qf  me^ 
thod  and  incorreftnefs   which   his  writings    often 
betray.     Madame   Roland  fays,    "He  wrote  with' 
"  extreme  facility,    and.   compofed  a   treatife    as- 
*'  another  would  compofe  a  fong :  hence  the  dif- 
"  criminating  eye  detefts  in  his  works  the  hafty 
**  touch  of  a  quick  and  often  light  mind*. '     Thi$ 

^  Memoirs  d*un  D6r^u,  p.  40.     Tranilatcd  by  Mifs  Williams  i« 
aer  letters  in  171^4,  vol.  i.  p.  163, 

Play  fair's  i.ittory  of  Jacobimfmy  p.  599.     Hiftories,  &c. 
*  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii,  p.  3 So.  ^  Mtmoirt,  p.  83. 

Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  5  J. 
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ramdity  accounts  for,  though  it  does  not  excufena&y 
of  his  errors.  Great  part  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  his  eflay  on  the  commerce  of  America  was 
derived  from  Claviere,  but  on  the  whole,  it  is  not 
a  produfUon  of  great  merit.  His  American  Travels 
are  written  in  a  negligent  ftyle,  and  appear  chiefly 
calculated  to  imprefs  the  minds  of  his  countrymen 
with  exalted  notions  of  American  independence  and 
Simplicity  of  manners  ;  to  recommend  the  abolition 
of  ilavery,  and  the  ufe  of  the  maple  inftead  of  cane 
fugar.  As  a  book  of  travels  it  excites  no  particular 
intereft,  and  the  perufal  aflfords  little  gratification  to 
curiofity,  Briflbt  probably  owes  to  the  fentiments 
contained  in  this  work,  the  compliment  paid  him  by 
Garat ;  that  **  he  would  have  confented  to  bury  him- 
**  felf  in  everlafting  obfcurity,  if  he  might  have  become 
*•  the  Penn  of  Europe ;  if  he  might  have  converted 
*^  mankind  into  a  congregation  of  Quakers ;  if  he 
«  might  have  made  Paris  a  Philadelphia  ^"  I  have 
already  difcufled  BriiTot's  political  works  publiflied 
in  the  courfe  of  the  revolution ;  they  feem  to  have 
been  produced  as  occaiion  prompted,  and  publiihed 
in  defiance  of  truth  and  confiftency.  His  Life,  in 
writing  which  he  claims  credit  for  a  great  (hare  of 
candour,  is  a  model  of  duplicity  and  equivoca- 
tion *• 
Pcrfoii.  Briflbt  was  a  little  man,  of  an  intelligent  counte- 

Maantn.  pance,  but  delicate  frame  "•  He  affefted  great  plsun* 
neifs  in  his  attire,  and  was  not  difpleafed  to  be  tak^ 
fof  a  Quaker.  Madame  Roland,  who  writes  his 
panegyric,  often,  without  regard  to  truth,  and  with 
an  apparent  infenfibility  to  inevitable  confutation^ 

k  Garat*8  Memoin*  p.  S).  This  opinion  of  Gtirat  fcems  devoid  of 
meaning.  Hov  co^ld  a  man  be  contented  with  obfcurity  who  eina- 
latid  a  celebrated  name,  who  was  defirous  of  refornung  a  metropolis^ 
and  or  converting  mai  l^Ind  f 

I  Mils  Wil^ams  (ays,  that  Briffot,  during  his  laft  captivity,  wrote 
bis  own  life,  in  the  manner  of  Roufleau*s  Confeffions  ;  (he  has  given 
an  extrafl  Irom  tlie  MS.  aiid  announced  that  itSvaa  intended -to  be 
fpeedily  published.  I  believe  the  jntention  has  never  been  fulfilM* 
See  Mifs  NViUiams's  Letters  in  1794.1  ^^^^  i^f  p*  59*  n*  and  p*  sio* 

«>  MoorV>  journal^  vol.  ii.  p.  a^«. 
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fiys,.  *'  The  fimple  manners,  natural  negligence, 

**  and  ingenuous  franknefs  of  Briffot,  appeared  in 

**  perfeft  harmony  with  the  aufterity  of  his  prin- 

•*  ciples ;  but  I  found  in  him  a  fort  of  levity  of  mind 

**  and  difpofition  which  was  not  equally  fuitable  to 

"  the  gravity  of  a  philofopher."    She  adds,  "  It  is.  Difin- 

*^  not  in  human  nature  to  combine  more  complete  ^^^j?****- 

*'  dilintereflednefs  with  greater  zeal  for  the  public 

*'  welfare,  or  to  purfue  the  general  good  with  more 

**  entire  forgetfulnefs  of  felf "."     This  part  of  her 

eulogium  is  fubjeft  to  many  doubts.     Ambition  was  Ambition. 

Briflot's  ruling  paffion  ratner  than  avarice ;  but  in 

the  courfe  of  his  Memoirs  there  are  feveral  inftances 

which  prove  that  he  did  not  defpife  wealth,  either  as 

an  objedk  of  poffeffion  or  as  the  means  of  power. 

He  was  frequently  accufed  of  venality,  and  in  anfwer  Poverty. 

he  referred  to  the  fimplicity  of  his  manners,  and  the 

want  of  fplendour  in  his  houfehold.    He  quotes 

Horace, 

•*  Non  ebur,  ncque  aureum 

••  Mc3  rcnidet  in  domp  lacunar  •." 

It  is,  however,  eafy  to  fuppofe  that  a  man  emerging 
from  obfcurity,  and  raifing  himfelf  to  the  head  of  a 
faSion,  might  have  diflipated  large  fums  whenever  he 
received  them,  without  contemnmg  riches,  or  intend- 
ing to  continue  indifferent  to  his  private  fortune. 
Among  other  infamous  courfes  of  life  imputed  to  Reputed 
Briffot  by  his  adverfaries,  it  was  afferted  that  he  had  '***•'• 
been  a  pick-pocket ',  and  this  ftory  obtained  fuch 
general  belief,  that  brijfoter  was  ufed  in  France  as 
a  term. of  fynonimous  import  with  pilfer"^.     I  can- 
not,  however,  difcover  any  faft  tending  to  confirm 
this  report.    Next  to  ambition,  Briffot  was  charac-  His  ran- 
terized  by  an  unrelenting  and  rancorous  difpofition.  cour. 
This  was  difplayed  in  his  virulent  profegutions  of 

■  Appeal,  vol   i.  p.  %%,  •  Life,  p.  85. 

'  Fenner$  Review  of  Proceedingt»  p.  4)0« 

}  Mift  WiUtams't  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  iii.  p.  59.  n.     See  alio 
Hiftory  of  the  firiflbtiaes  by  Camille  Defmoulint,  p.  31. 
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miniflers  who  refufed  to  pay,  joumalifts  who  refiifeJ 
to  praife,  and  deputies  who  lefiifed  to  join  him'. 
Madame  Roland  has  daringly  aflerted,  that  <*  Brif- 
**  fot  was  incapable  of  hatred :  you  would  fay  his 
**  mind,  with  all  its  fenfibility,  pofleffes  not  fufficient 
**  firmnefs  for  a  fentiment  of  fuch  energy  '.**  This 
hypocritical  method  of  decrying  a  perfon  for  the 
want  of  a  bad  quality,  is  a  thin  veil  to  conceal 
truth,  and  prevent  inquiry.  Garat,  though  likewife 
a  panegyrift  of  Briuot,  hints  at  his  irritability. 
*'  His  paflion  for  truth,  being  more  ardent  than 
**  well-grounded  in  found  reafon  and  true  difcern- 
*•  ment,  often  entangled  him  in  thofe  quarrels,  in 
«*  which,  at  firft,  it  is  only  the  doftrine  that  is  the 
*'  matter  of  conteft — afterwards  the  difpute  became 
**  wholly  perfonal  ^''  This  obfervation  does  no  cre- 
dit to  Briffot's  philofophy,  and  impeaches  madame 
Roland's  aflertion.  Dahton,  however,  feeras  to  have 
juftly  appreciated  Briffot  in  this  refpeft,  when  he 
declared,  that  "  a  fraternity  with  either  faSion  was 
**  the  brotherhood  of  Cain,  and  that  Briffot,  Ee 
*•  Robefpierre,  would  have  condemned  him  to  thQ 
«  guillotine"/' 

r  Examples.  De  Leflart,  Montmoriiiy  Bertrand.  i.  De  Morand« 
du  Rofoy.  3.  Jaucourt  and  Jonneau.  See  Peltier's  late  PiAure  of 
Paris,  pHflim. 

'  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  5^.  *  Memoirs^  p.  (3, 

>  Memoiies  d'un  Detenuj  p.  y6. 
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T>EFORE  the  revolution,  Chabot  was  a  Francif- A  Capa- 
"*-*  can  or  Capuchin  friar  *;  and  if  credit  may  be^^***"'*^-^ 
given  to  his  own  declaration,  he  had  before  the 
year  1788  manifefted  a  contempt  for  the  mummery 
of  popery ''.  To  what  exaft  point  this  manifeftation 
of  contempt  extended  cannot  be  afcertained,  but  if 
report  may  be  credited  he  was.  not  diftinguiflied  by  a 
ftria  obfervance  of  his  vows  of  chdlity ''.  When 
the  revolution  commenced  he  threw  off  his  frock, 
and,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Abbe  Gregoire, 
became  a  furious  Jacobin,  and  leader  of  the  clubs 
at  Blois.  He  was  alfo  Gregoire's  epifcopal  vicar, 
with  2l  falary  of  two  thoufand  livres  (87/.  lox.)  a- 
year*. 

Through  the  influence  of  the  Jacobins  he  was  Member 
elefted  member  of  the  legiflative  affembly  for  theJ^^^'J^. 
city  of  Blois,  and  fhewed  his  gratitude  to  his  patrons  affembly^ 
by  prefenting  his  homage  to  the  club  immediately 
after  his  arrival  in  Paris  ^     Though  he  fpoke  fre- 
quently, his  eloquence  procured  him  little  applaufe  , 

'  Chabot  is  faid  by  Mr.  Fennel  to  be  the  (on  of  a  baker,  and  to 
l^ave  diftinguifhed  himlVlf  by  libertiniims  of  fhe  moft  loaHifomc  and 
inceftuous  kind  ;  but  a$  that  gentleman  appeais  to  have  been  roifin- 
formed  in  moft  of  his  perfonal  anecdotes  of  the  Jacobins,  I  do  nor,  on 
this  occaiion,  quote  hinn  with  i'o  much  confidence  as  on  other  topics* 
See  Review  of  Proceedings  at  Paris,  p.  4.30. 

^  See  his  fpeech  in  the  convention  9th  Nov.  i791. 

'  Mercure  Fran9ois,  No.  du  10  Septembre  179 it  p.  169. 

*  Barruel*s  Hiftoryof  the  Clergy,  Pari  I.  p»  8s.  Mercure  Fraitgois^ 
«)o.  du  t  06iobre  1791,  p.  f%      Aifo  fee  his  fpeech  above-mentiontd* 

^  Mercure  Fran9oi8j  Nos.  du  10  Septembr^  ct  du  i  o£iobie  1791. 

or 
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or  notice,  except  from  the  galleries.  It  was  calcu- 
lated to  give  currency  to  all  the  untruths  invented 
by  the  Jacobins,  and  practicability  to' all  their 
fchemes.  He  rendered  himfelf  confpicuous  on  the 
firft  meeting  of  the  legiflative  aflembly,  when  M. 

ift  oa.  Cerutti  made  a  fpeech  as  a  preface  to  his  motion  of 
■79»-  thanks  to  the  conftituent  aflembly,  for  their  conftitu- 
tion,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  immortal^  and  to  have 
laved  and  regenerated  the  French  empire.  Chabot 
began  his  animadverfions  by  declaring  that  he 
thought  it  too  much  to  aflert  that  the  conflitution 
was  the  moft  perfed  poilible ;  but  was  filenced  by  the 
difapprobation  of  the  aifembly  and  galleries  %  The 
leflbn  he  received  on  this  occafion,  taught  him  to  be 
more  guarded  in  bis  oppofition  to  popular  opinions, 
and  he  was  afterwards  generally  on  the  ftrongeft 

s6th  Nov.  fide.  He  was  made  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
infpeftion  decreed  by  this  aflembly  '• 

KaacQiir        His  principal  charaderiftic  was  an  unceafing  hatred 

kmlrl*****  of  and  contempt  for  the  king  and  royalty,  which 
he  difplayed  on  the  mod  frivolous  as  well  as  the  mod 
Important  occafions.  He  omitted  no  opportunity  of 
infulting  the  degraded  monarch ;  he  was  the  firll 

»6thNov.  who  ftood  in  his  prefence  with  his  hat  on*, 
and  was  one  of  the  deputation  of  four  who  ex- 
4th  Feb.  cited  a  tumult  in  the  aflembly,  by  their  ridiculous 
'79»-  complaint  that  the  king  had  received  them  without 
having  both  the  folding  doors  of  his  prefence 
chamber  opened  ^  He  was  aftively  engaged  in  cir- 
culating the  report  of  an  Auflrian  committee,  and 
on  this  point  carried  his  audacity  to  fo  great  an 
Miy.  cxcefs,  that  M.  la  Riviere,  a  worthy  magiftrate  of 
Paris,  arretted  him,  together  with  Merlin  and  Ba- 
zire.  The  Jacobins  raifed  a  furious  clamour  in 
behalf  of  their  colleagues,  and  obtained  their  dif- 


<  Debates,    Neckcr  on  the  Revolution,  vol.  i,  p.  %i6. 
^  Pebateft,  c  Goudemet^'s  Epochs.  '  Debates. 
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charge  •.  Chabot  made  a  violent  fpeech  m  the  affem-  19th  May. 
bly  on  the  dangers  he  had  incurred  with.refped  to 
his  perfon  and  fortune,  in  fruftrating  the  intrigues  of 
the  court,  and  fulfilling  his  duties  as  a  member  of 
the  committee  **• 

He  'Was  at  this  period  one  of  the  cabal  who  held  His 
their  treacherous  affemblies  at  the  houfe  of  Roland,  in^^^dX 
where  the  Briflbtines  were  plotting  the  ruin  of  the  ardicc. 
court.      At  one  of  thefe  conferences  Chabot  dif- 
played  his  cowardice  and  hypocrify  in  a  remarkable 
manner.     He  fuggefted  a  wifli  that  the  court  would 
attempt  the  lives  of  fome  of  the  patriotic  deputies,  as 
it  would  excite  an  infurreftion,  and  made  a  long* 
harangue  on  the  advantages  which  would  refult  from 
fuch  an  aft.     Grangeneuve,  who  liftened  attentively 
to  his  difcourfe,  took  an  opportunity  of  addreffing 
him  in  private.     He  faid,  he  was  ftruck  with  his 
reafoning,  but  the  court  was  too  fagacious  to  afford 
fuch  an  expedient;  the  faftion  muft  fupply  it  for 
themfelves.     "  Do  you,*'  added  he,   "  find  a  man 
*♦  to  ftrike  the  blow,  I  will  be  the  viftim."     The 
Capuchin  affefted  to  be  charmed  with  the  heroifm 
of  this  refolution,  he  infifted  on  Iharing  the  glory, 
and  it  was  finally  agreed,  that  as  two  viftims  would 
be  better  than  one,  he  fhould  procure  aflailins, 
Grangeneuve  and  he  fhould  be  murdered,  and  the 
^fgrace  of  having  perpetrated  the  aftion  fhould  be 
thrown  on  the  court.     This  iniquitous  fcheme  was 
fruftrated  by  the  cowardice  of  Chabot ;  he  fixed  a 
time  for  the  execution  of  the  projeft,  Grangeneuve 
attended,  but  neither  priefl  or  executioner  came ; 
the  tragi-comic  farce  of  mock  patriotifm  was  not 
played,  and  the  perfecuted  court  efcaped  one  pro- 
jected calumny  ^    But  though  Chabot  occafioned 

<  Impartial  HiAory*  yol.  ii.  p.  30.  Moore^s  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.66. 
Beirtiand^s  Memoirs  vol.  it.  p.  178.  rSr.  See  alfo  Le  Defcnleur  de 
I9  QonAitutioD  par  Robefpietre,  p.  8  j.    See  BftissoT. 

^^  Debates. 

^  The  ftorj  it  uAA  in  thtt  manner  by  madame  Holandy  Appeal, 

the 
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the  failure  of  this  Tiilainous  fcheme,  he  aftefvardt 
boafted  of  it,  and  aflumed  to  himfelf  all  the  honors 
of  patriotifm.     It  is  not  a  little  extraordinary,  that 
both  thefe  confpirators,  who  thus  affeded  a  fuper- 
natural  degree  of  patriotifm,  had  given  proofs  of 
their  pufillanimity.      Grangeneuve  was  caned  by 
M,  Jaucourt,  a  member  of  the  aflembly,  and  made 
his  complaint  to  the  legiilature;  Chabot  efcaped 
the  fame  difcipline  by  remonftiating,  that  it  would 
reflect  no    honor  on    a  colonel  to  beat  a  poor 
Capuchin  ^. 
F^\^eT'       In    the  evening  which  preceded    the  dreadful 
infWrec!    twentieth  of  June,  Chabot  was  amongft  the  moft 
tion.         active  promoters  of  the  infurre6tion ;  hie  harangued 
the  populace  from  the  pulpit  of  the  church  Jes  Enfam 
Trouves,  upwards  of  three  hours,  uttering  the  moft 
inflammatory  calumnies,  and  exciting  the  people  to 
violence '.     The  reafon  he  afterwards  z&gned  for 
his  •conduft,  was  his  defire  to  give  the  infurreftion  a 
proper  bias,  and  to  prevent  its  being  made  a  mere 
engine  for  the  advancement  of  a  few  intriguing  in- 
dividuals, who  had  been  difmiffed  from  the  miniftry, 
and  were  determined  to  recover  their  pofts  at  any 
rate ".     This  afTertion  was  not  true  as  to  Chabot 
himfelf,  for  he  continued  his  attachment  to  Roland 
for  fome  time  afterwards ;  but  it  affords  a  fufficient 
illuftration   of  the  treachery  of  thofe  unprincipled 
intriguers, 
loth  Aug.      Between  that  day  and  the  more  fetal  tenth  of 
exfi'nons    Auguft,  plots  of  the  darkeft  kind  and'  of  the  moft 
extenfive  nature  were  formed  and  carried  on  by  the 
Jacobins.     Chabot  was  aftivein  giving  them  efeft; 
he  was  employed  to  keep  alive  the  popular  fury  by 
every  calumny  which  their  malice  could  devife  and 

k  Peltier's  late  Picture  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  506.  Fcnners  Refiwr 
of  proceedings,  p.  212- 

J  Conjuration  dc  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii;  p.  175.  Moore's  Journal, 
vol    ii.  p.  7.23.     FcnncPs  Review  of  Proceedings,  p.  68. 

^  Kobefpicrre  a  fes  Commettans,  vol.  i.  p.  96.  ' 

'  •         '         his 
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liis   impudence  could  utter.     He  made  violent  de- 
clamations at  the  Jacobins  againft  the  court  andagainit 
la  Fayeite,  who  at  that 'time' appeared  its  proteftor. 
He  openly  declared  that  general  a  traitor,  and  that 
every  good  Frenchman  ought  to  flioot  him  like  a 
mad  dog  ° ;  and  aiTerted,  that   the  national  guards 
who  remained  attached  to  the  king  were  chevaliers 
■du  poignard  in  dilguife  **.     He  openly  recommended 
the  extermination  of  all  the  major  branches  of  the 
royal  family ;  **  and  as  to  the  boy,"  meaning  the 
Daaphin,  he  faid,  "the  apothecary  muft  purge  the 
**  country  of  him  p."     On  the  tenth  of  Auguft, 
when  the  fufpemfion  of  royalty  was  decreed,  Chabot 
moved  that  a  man  who  had  been  outrageous  in  in- 
fulting  the  king  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  fhoUld  be 
the  bearer  of  this  news  to  the  people.     The  man 
was, called  Clement,  and  the  reafon  giv6n  for  this 
preference  was  die  humane  quality  implied  in  the 
name;  but  as  Clement  was  the  name  of  the  al&flin 
of  Henry  III.  the  affociation  of  Chabot's  ideas  will 
be  more  naturally  accounted  for  \     He  difplayqd 
his  rancour  and  unfeeling  infolence  while  the  unfor- 
tunate royar  family  were  in  the  box  of  the  Logo-' 
graphe.      He  faid  that  all  the  bloodlhed  of  that  day 
and  all  the  miferies  of  the  country  were  owing  to 
the  pajury  of  that  traitor,  and  illuftrated  his  fpeeoh 
by  pointing  at  the  king '.     He  well  knew  that  the 
bloodfhed  of  the  day  was  preconcerted  by  the  fadion 
to  which  hewas  attached,  anid  that  the  maflacres 
were  fubftituted  for  the  pitiful  contrivance  plotted 
by  him  and  Grangeneuve. 

His  affiftance  in  thefe  two  confpiracies  rendered   ad  Scpt; 
him  a  worthy  confidant  of  the  .projeftors  of  theA^j^^*"' 
September  maflacres.    He  joined  Robefpierre's  party  maffacw^* 

■  Fennel's  Review  of  Proceedings,  p*  455* 

^  Hiftorical  Account  of  Events  by  a  National  Guard,  p..  3, 

P  Conjuration  de  d*Orlean8,  vol.  iii.  p.  266. 

<  Debates.     See  Fennels  Review  of  Proceedings,  p.  94.. 

*  Debates,    Moore^s  Journali  vol.  i.  p,  99^ 

againd 
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againft  Roland,  and  wa8  admitted  to  (hare  the  direc- 
tion of  that  day.  Beaumarchais,  the  well-known 
dramatic  author,  who  had  ridiculed  Chabot  as  a 
Capucin  defroqui^  nearly  fell  a  vidim  to  his  revenge '. 
During  the  carnage  the  affinnbly  fent  Chabot  as  a 
commiffioner  to  the  Abbaye  to  check  the  eSufion  of 
blood ;  he  vent  to  the  prlfon,  remained  for  a  while 
a  tranquil  fpe£hitor  of  die  murders  committed  by  a 
handful  of  hired  aflaflins,  and  on  his  return  made  a 
pompous  report,  that  he  had  pafled  under  an  arch 
of  ten  thoufand  fwords,  with  a  yiew  to  infpire  the 
belief  that  all  Paris  was  aflifting  in  thefe  abominable 

4th  Sept.  fcenes  ^  A  report  having  prevailed-  that  the  crows 
of  France  was  to  be  ofiered  to  the  duke  of  York  or 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  Chabot  moved,  that  all  the 
members  of  the  alTembly  fhould  take  an  oath  never 
to  permit  fuch  an  event,  and  he  was  deputed  to 
harangue  the  fedions  on  the  fubje&  "• 

Exerts  He  was  eleded  member  of  the  national  convention 

JJjJIJ  ^""^  for  the  department  of  Loire  et  Qher^  fo  that  he  ftiU 
continued  to  reprefent  his  old  conftituents.  When 
fecure  of  a  feat  himfelf,  he  prepared  the  people  of 
Paris  for  the  reception  of  Marat  as  a  deputy,  by  a 
fpeech  at  the  Jacobin  club  replete  with  abfurdity. 
He  argued  that  Marat  was  not  ianguinary,  becaufe 
he  propofed  to  leave  ninety-nine  furvivors  for  one 
perfon  murdered;  that  he  was  not  an  incendiary, 
becaufe  he  did  not  propofe  to  bum  the  property  of 
thofe  he  plundered|  but  to  ^ve  it  to  the  fim 
culottes  \ 

Marriei.  Chabot  was  confiderably  enriched  by  the  plunder 
of  the  prifoners  ;  in  order  to  conceal  the  true  fource 
of  his  wealth,  he  accepted  the  offer  of  the  two  Freys, 
Dutch  bankers,  and  married  their  fifter.  Thefe 
Dutchmen,  fenfible  of  the  perilous  ftate  of  their  pro* 

•  Peltier's  late  Pifture  of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  «47. 
(  Idem,  p.  34.7.    Barrucl^  Hiftory  of  the  Clergy,  Part  iii.  p.  i»5. 
Debates. 
■  Pfba^cf.  ^  Moon's  }o«rnal,,voL  ii.  p.  454% 
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perty,  thought  the  proteftion  of  a  deputy  cheaply  pur- 
chafed  with  two  hundred  thoufand  livres  (8750/.)  ^. 
But  the  tie  of  matrimony  could  hardly  bind  him 
who  had  fhewn  fo  manifeft  a  contempt  for  every 
other  ;  his  luxurious  and  abandoned  life  were  as 
great  a  reproach  to  morality,  as  his  fentiments  and 
appearance  were  to  humanity  and  decency*.  He 
was  remarkable  for  affeding  a  ilovenly,  and  even 
dirty  appearance  j  he  vied  with  Marat  for  precedency 
in  filthinefs  \ 

In  the  convention  he  was  a^  jealous  Mountaineer,  Condua 
the  follower  of  Marat  in  every  fcheme  of  plunder,  '"  thecon^ 
diforganization,  and  murder,     hi  the  trial  of  Louis  ^!"!^T* 
XVI.  he  voted  for  death  with  execution  of  the  fen-  I793. 
tence  in  four-and-twenty  hours,  and  moved  that  the  »iftjan- 
king  fliould  be  interred  not  in  the  tomb  of  his  an- 
ceftors,  but  in  the  ufual  burying  place  of  the  fedion  **. 
He  was  employed  to  inflame  the  populace  againfl; 
perfons  and  opinions,  adverfaries  to  the  views  of  his 
fadion.     He  was  an  aftive  promoter  of  the  infur-  jjftMay. 
re£Hon  which  drove  the  Briflbtin^s  from  the  conven- 
tion^;   he  denounced  la  Source,   and  afterwards  iftjuae. 
Condorcet  **.     He  gave  an  account  to  the  legifjature  '^^  J"*^- ' 
of  the  aflaffinarion  of  Marat,  and  denounced  Fau-  uth  July, 
chet  and  Duperret,  as  acceflaries  of  Charlotte  Cor- 
day,  to  which  he  is  faid  to  have  been  inftigated  by 
Robefpierre  •.   He  greatly  contributed  to  the  triumph 
of  the  Mountain  over  the  Briflfotines,  and  appeared 
as  a  witnefs  againft  thofe  deputies  on  their  trial. 
After  their  execution,  he  lived  in  the  mod  profligate 
extravagance  and  barefaced  peculation ;  he  pubUcly 
recdved  money  for  procuring  the  ^largement  of 
prifoners  and  for  paflports,  and  extorted  large  fums 

f  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1794,  p.  35^. 

^  See  Tableau  des  Prif^ns  fous  JRobefpierre. 

*  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  454.  ^  Debatet. 

^  C?arar»  Meoioirt,  p.  131.;.  .    <  Debates. 

^  Confpiracy  of  Robefpie/re^  p.  t  la. 
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by  threatening  and  confinmg  thofe  who  were  ahk  to 
pay  for  their  fafety  or  liberty '. 

His  em-        Robefpierre,  who  permitted  his  inferior  agents  to 

»«Bt^  render  themfelves  odious  by  every  fpeciesof  corruption, 
that  he  niight  find  lefs  obftacles  to  then*  deftru^on 
when  fpleen,  jeaioufy,  or  fear  jCAdered  it  expedient, 
at  length  withdrew  his  countenance  from  thisworth- 
lefs  apoftate.  Chabot  was  reduced  to  a  fituation  of 
extreme  peril ;  he  was  overloaded  with  plunder,  of 
which  he  dared  not  avow  the  pofleffion^  but  affedted 
to  aver  that  he  had  no  property  except  what  was 
fettled  on  his  wife  *•  His  conne^on  with  the  two 
Freys,  which  was  faid  to  extend  to  fome  ftock-job« 
bing  tranfaOions  ^5  augmented  his  embarraflinent. 
He  was  obliged  to  oppofe  fome  decrees  moved  by 
Robefpierre's  confidants  againft  the  rich  and  againft 
foreigners,  but  he  fought  to  make  amends  by  his 
exertions  againft  the  fufpefted,  and  againft  the  priefts, 
whom  Robefpierre  had  ceafed  to  perfecute  with  his 

Yoth  Sept.  accuftomed  malignity.  Chabot  oppofed  the  aneft 
of  the  bankers,  and  moved  that  they  might  ftiU  be 

ifith  oa.  a,t  liberty  to  carry  on  their  bufmefs.  He  alfo  moved, 
that  the  foreigners  fhould  not  be  feat  to  prifon  widi- 
out  previous  examination.  In  both  thefe  efforts  he 
was  over-ruled,  and  on  the  latter  occafion  was  iharp- 
ly  reprimanded  by  the  tyrant.  He  pow  became  con- 
fcious  of  his  approaching  deftrudion,,  yet  he  endea- 
voured to  avert  his  fate  by  voluntary  facriiices  and 
tothNov.  exaggerated  profeiBoi)s.  He  made  a  fpeech  to  the 
convention,  in  which^  with  a  view  to  ,prove  his  pa- 
triotifm,  he  recapitulated  the  tranfa£tions  of  his  early 
life ;  he  renounced  his  falary  as  epifcopal  vicar,  with 

r  Roland^s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  170.  Etat  de  la  France,  p.  70.  He 
had  always  been  remarkably  venal  and  rapacious,  and  is  faid  to  have 
received  from  M.  de  Narbonne,  in  the  courfe  of  his  adminifiratiotii 
fifty  thoufand  crowns  (6150/.)  for  pretended  fervices.  .Conjuntioa 
de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  169. 

S  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  74.. 

^  See  Amai:*8  report,  16th  Nferch.i794.. 

9  ade< 


CHABOT.  ^8^ 

a  declaration  tliat  he  would  not  have  held  it  fo  long 
had  he  not  been  apprehenfive  that  another  incum- 
bent could  not  be  found  equally  willing  to  renounce 
it  for  the  public  good.  He  faid  that  his  wife's  for- 
tune was  fufficient  to  fupply  the  moderate  wants  of 
two  wellrmeaning  repiiblicans ;  that  his,  wife  was  as 
good  a  republican  as  hjmfelf ;  and  that  if  even  her 
property  was  neceffary  to  the  good  of  the  ftate  (he 
was  ready  to  refign  it  *. 

This  fpeech  was  applauded  by  the  galleries;  it 
produced  no  immediate  animadverfion,  but  it  could 
not  prevent  the  deftruftion  of  the  orator.     He  was  '^^^  Nov. 
foon  afterwards  arrefted,  and  fent  to  the  Concier^  ^"^^  ®^' 
gerie,  where,  intending  to  poifon  himfelf,  he  fwal- 
lowed  a  dofe  of  corrpfive  fublimate,  infufficient  to 
deftroy  him,  but  which  produced  the  moft  excrur 
elating  tortures.     He  was  recovered  in  the  infirmary 
of  the  prifon,  tried  with  Danton  and  the  reft  of  that   s^^  April 
party,  on  a  ridiculous  charge  of  having  confpired  to  j^^^J  ^^j 
effeft  a  counter-revolution^  and  on  one  more  true,  executed. 
though  as  little  proved,  of  corruption.     He  behaved 
with  firmnefs  on  his  trial,  and  went  to  the  guillotine 
withoutexhibitinganyfymptorasoffearorrepentance'^. 
His  fall  excited  no  commiferation,forAmar  hadfcarce- 
ly  brought  up  the  report  againft  him  before  moft  of 
the  feftions  of  Paris,  and  deputations  from  furround- 
ing  places,  attended  at  the  bar  to  congratulate  the 
convention  on  the  probability  of  his  execution. 

i  Debates. 

If  Tableau  des  JPrifuns  fous  RobefDierrf . 
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ANACHARSIS  CLOOTZ. 


Bom  in      /^LOOTZ  was  born  in  the  dominions  of  the  king 
Pruma.      ^^  of  Pruffia^  is  laid  to  have  been  of  noble  extrac* 
Changes     tion,  and  to  have  pofTeflfed  a  confiderable  eftate.    He 
kit  name.   Jj  called  Anocharfis^   in  compliance  with  his  own 
whim,  for  he  was  chriftened  Jean  Baptijte^    At 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution  he  ufed  to  write  let- 
ters which  were  printed  in  the  newfpapers  with  the 
lignature  of  Clootz  the  Pruffian  ;  afterwards  he  aA 
fumed  the  name  of  Val  de  GracCj  which  he  borrow- 
ed from  the  fe&ion  in  which  he  lived ;  laftiy,  he  took 
the  name  of  Anacharfts  from  the  Scythian  philofo- 
pher,  and  fuperadded  the  title  of  Orator  of  the  Hu' 
man  Race  ". 
Becomes  a      Under  this  ludicrous  title,  and  by  the  recom- 
Jacobm.     jnendation  of  fome  writings  which  might  have  paffed 
for  the  efFufions  of  a  bedlamite,  he  attraded  the 
notice  of  the  Parifians.     He  was  a  noify  member  of 
the  Jacobin  club,  and  was  faid  to  be  the  agent  oi 
fimilar  focieties  forming  in  Pruffia ".     This  report  is 
equally  improbable  with  the  aflertion  of  Briflbt,  that 
he  was  an  agent  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  at  Paris,  an^ 
that  the  monarch  preferved  his  eilates  for  his  ufe"* 

1  See  BriiTot  a  fes  Commettans,  p.  69.  Mifs  Williams^s  Lctterv  in 
1794,  vol.  ii.  p.  iS. 

"*  Playfair''s  Hiffory  of  Jacobinifm,  p;  279.  Hiftorical  Eflay  on  tbc 
Ambition  and  Conqnefts  of  France,  p.  i6i, 

"  Peltier's  late  Picture  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  380. 

«  BhiTot  a  fes  Commettans^  p.  69.  n. 
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When  he  was  fo  well  known  that  no  abfurdity  '9*^  Jun» 
would  excite  furprife,  he  was  employed  by  the  Jaco-  At?end« 
bins,  before  the  grand  confederation,  to  give  im-  the  aflfcm- 
portance  to  the  feftival  by  a  ridiculous  prelude.  He  ^'^^ 
collefted  a  troop  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  con- 
fifting  of  Savoyards,  pedlars,  teachers  of  languages, 
and.  vagabonds,  whom  he  habited  in  mafqueradc 
dreffes,  partly  fupplied  from  the  wardrobe  of  the 
opera  houfe,  to  reprefent  all  the  nations  of  the 
world.  At  the  head  of  thefe  he  himfelf  attended, 
and  delivered  a  bombafl  fpeech,  which  received  the 
greateft  applaufes  from  the  affembly  **.  This  ridicu- 
lous attendance  and  fpeech  were  ufed  as  preparatives 
to  the  abolition  of  titles,  which  was  propofed  the 
fame  day  **.  The  effefts  were  not  fo  honorable  to 
Anacharfis,  as  advantageous  to  his  employers  ;  his 
dwelling  was,  the  next  day,  befet  by  a  clamorous 
mob,  who  demanded  payment  For  lofs  of  time  and 
the  hire  of  their  dreffes;  he  made  an  attempt  to 
transfer  the  dfebt  to  the  minifter,  M.  de  Liancourt, 
but  was,  in  the  end,  obliged  to  enter  into  a  com- 
promife  \ 

Clootz  continued  to  write,  to  make  fpeeches  at  »*th  Dec 
the  Jacobins,  and  to  appear  occafionally  in  the  af-  HisVutcr. 
fembly.  He  was  amongft  the  earlieft  republicans  % 
and  when  the  declaration  of  war  againft  the  emperor 
^vas  in  agitation,  fent  a  letter  to  the  legiflative  affem^ 
bly,  requefting  leave  to  prefent  his  ideas  at  the  bar, 
and  affuring  them  that  the  permiffion  would  be  no 
lofs  to  the  affembly,  and  to  the  world  at  large.    This 

f  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  *Sj.  Mlft  Williams's  Letters  in  1794, 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  19.  This  lady  fays  the  icene  took  place  foon  after  the  loth 
of  Angult  1792  ;  hut  that  is  a  miftakc.  Playfair's  Hiftoryof  Jaco- 
binirm,  p.  aSi.  Hiftorical  EHky  on  the  Conquclls  and  Ambition  of 
France,  p-  157. 

1  Debates.  Hiftorical  Eflay,  &c,  p.  i6z*  Playfair*s  Jacobinifm, 
p.  t«o. 

T  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  i794»  vol.  ti.  p«  19.  Lettre  d*ua 
Pran^ais  a  un  Anglais,  p.  41  •  n. 

*  Conjuiation  de  d'Orleansi  vol.  iii.  p.  ijt, 
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letter,  the  brevity  of  which  was  the  only  compcnfa* 
tion  for  its  exceffive  abfurdity,  was  dated,  *^The 
**  capital  of  the  globe,  in  the  third  year  of  liberty/' 
and  figned  *'  Anacharfis  Clootz,  orator  of  the  hu- 
**  man  race  *.**     He  attended  the  affembly  the  next 
day,  and  made  a  fpeech  of  two  hours,  which  was 
not  inferior  in  abfurdity  to  his  letter,  and  contained 
many  infulting  refle&ions  on  all  the  kings  in  Europe. 
It  was,  however,  highly  applauded  by  the  affembly 
and   the  galleries,  and  gracioufly  anfwered  by  the 
prefident. 
»oih  Jan.        Encouraged  by  this  favourable  reception,  he  next 
w?iVes  to    siddreffed  a  letter  to  the  affembly,  beginning  thus, 
the  affem. '  **  The  orator  of  the  human  race^  to  the  legijlators  of  the 
Wy.  <«  human  race^-greeting.**     The  purport  of  the  letter 

did  not  difappoint  thoie  who  expefted  a  copious  dif- 
play  of  folly  and  prefumption.  He  prefented  to  the 
affembly  a  book  of  two  volumes,  intitled,  "  La  Cer- 
•*  titude  des  Preuves  du  Mahometifme^  et  les  Vcsux  d^un 
•*  Gallophile}'  He  informed  the  aflfembly,  that  he 
had  invented  a  moral  wild-fire^  made  a  tender  of  his 
literary  fortune,  and  faid,  lie  only  waited  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  manifefto  of  France  againft  tyrants, 
to  offer  his  pecuniary  fortune  and  his  life.  This  ad- 
drefs  was  too  extravagant  to  obtain  honorable  men- 
tion ;  the  motion  to  that  effed  was  fet  afide  by  the 
order  of  the  day ". 
sift  April  War  being  declared,  and  the  Jacobin  miniftry 
ivl^tc"a^t  appointed,  he  again  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  made 
the  bar.  another  furious  harangue,  in  which  was  the  follow- 
ing obfervation  :  "  God  is  powerful,  and  afferts  bis 
f  will — We  are  powerful,  and  affert  ours.— Free 
**  men  are  the  gods  of  the  earth  !'*  At  the  end  of 
his  fpeech  he  offered  at  thejhrine  of  the  con/iitutmd 
deity  a  copy  of  his  book  called  La  Republique  Uni- 
verjelle^  and  twelve  thoufand  livres  (525/.).— This 

^  Pfb^tcf.  «l  Pebatet* 
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patriotic  donation  procured  him  the  honors  of  the  Tit- 
ling, and  mention  in  the  bulletin  *. 

The  book  which  he  prefented  to  the  affembly  con- 
tained a  prpjeft  of  uniting  all  mankind  under  one 
government,  and  making  "them  all  fpeak  one  lan- 
guage, the  French,  He  propofed,  fo  foon  as  France 
Ihould  have  conquered  all  her  enemies,  that  every 
nttion  fhouid  fend  its^reprefentatives  to  Paris :  he 
had  even  allotted  the  different  countries  into  depart- 
ments ;  England  was  to  be  called  Departement  de  la 
Tamife  ^. 

He  was,  at  this  period,  conneded  with  the  Briflb-  ^9J^  !""•• 
tines,  and  employed  by  them  in  preaching  bloody  tionsr"* 
anarchy,  and  flaughter.  In  the  orgies  which  pre- 
ceded the  irruption  into  the  king's  palace,  he  fat  as 
toaftmafter  at  a  table  in  the  Champs  Elifees^  where 
Chabot  harangued,  and  Dugazon  fang  *.  He  was 
fo  confidentially  employed  by  that  faftion,  that  it  was 
currently  rumoured  the  offer  of  the  crown  of  France 
to  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  was  to  be  made  through 
him*«  . 

After  the  overthrow  of  royalty,  he  once  more  ]^^}^^^^* 
made  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  and  to'^ri'li/a; 
propofed  to  raife  a  legion  of  Pruffians  to  march  to  legion, 
the  frontiers,  which  fliould  be  called  Legion  Vandale : 
his  fpeech  was  filled  with  glorious  prophecies ;  thefe 
were  no  lefs  acceptable  to  the  affembly  than  his  mi- 
litary projeft,  which  was  decreed.     His  popularity  ^^J^^^j^"** 
indicated  him  as  a  proper  perfon  to  receive  the  ho-  jjed. 
nors  of  naturalization,  which  were  accordingly  con- 
ferred on  him,  together  with  Paiii,  Prieftley,  Mackin- 
tofh  ^,  and  others. 

It  is  not  certain,  whether  he,  perfonally,  took  any    id  Sept. 
Ihare  in  the  maffacre  of  the  prifoners,  but  he  was  a  ^^^^^L^* 

facres. 

*  Debates. 

y  Mifs  WilHams's  Letters  in  179^,  vol.  ii.  p.  19. 

*  Conjuration  de  d'Orlcans,  vol.  iii«  p.  175.  Fennel's  Review  of 
•   Proceedings,  p.  68. 

*  Mercure  Francois,  N®  du  a8  Juillet  17^# 
^  Debates. 
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pdAdant  approver  and  defender  of  them.    He  in* 
vented  the  word  Septembrifer^  to  exprcfs,  without 
exciting  an  idea  of  crime,  the  a6l  of  deftroying  3 
id  Sept.  helplefs  and  defencelefs  enemy  *.     While  this  horri- 
to '^and*  ^^^  camage  was  at  its  height  he  was  introduced  to 
*  madame  Roland's  dinner  parties,  where  he  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  by  his  eulogy  of  the  proceedings  at 
die  prifons,  by  his  voracious  appetite  and  Tulgar 
manners  ^     He  was  fo  coldly  received  that  he  foon 
renounced   the  acquaintance,  and  enHfted  himfelf 
among  the  decided  opponents  of  the  minifter. 
Member        He  was  defied  member  of  the  convention  fcM-  the 
«otion°"  departement  de  POife^  and  was  a  ftrenuous  moun- 
taineer.    He  made  no  great  figure,  fpoke  but  fei- 
dom,  and  was  never  called  to  the  prefident's  chair. 
During  their  conteft  with  the  Briflbtines,  he  render- 
ed Robefpierre  and  his  friends  a  confiderable  fervice 
by  a  pamphlet,  intitled  Ni  Roland^  ni  Maratj  which 
was  much  applauded  by  the  party  for  whofe  intereft 
it  was  written,  and  produced  an  angry  reply  from 
the  minifter,  or  his  wife  *.     On  the  king*s  trial,  he 
voted  againft  the  appeal  to  the  people,  and  for  drath, 
accompanying  each  decifion  with  acrimonious  re* 
fieflions,  delivered  in  a  ftyle  peculiar  to  himfelf. 
HU  athe-       Clootz  was  a  violent  Cordelier.     In  his  fpeeches 
""  to  the  legiflative  affembly,  he  mentioned  the  name 

of  the  Supreme  Being  with  levity,  but  he  afterwards 
profeffed  himfelf  an  Atheift,  and  carried  his  profenc- 
nefs  to  fuch  an  excefs  that  he  was  called  theperfind 
enemy  of  Jefus  Chriji  ^  He  wrote  a  book  proving 
the  nothingnefs  of  religion,  which  he  prefented  to 
the  convention,  with  an  aflurance  that  it  was  the 
fruit  of  fifteen  hours   labour  every  day  for  four 

«  Peltier's  Jate  Pi^ure,  vol.  i».  p.  481.  BriiTot  a  fet  Commetanv 
p*  17  and  69. 

<*  Appeal  to  Impartial  Pofterity,  vol.  i.  p.  103^  4,  5,  6. 

*  See  Robefpierre  a  Tes  CommettanSy  voK  i.  p.  271.  Mercurt 
Fr;in^oi8i  N»  da  i  Decembre  1792. 

f  Mcmoires  d'un  Detenu^  p.  76^  &c.  &c»  • 
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years*.     It  was  by  his  inftigation  that  Gobet  at-  ^^Nov. 
tended  at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  and  renounced  '^^^}' 
his   religion ;    and  when  the  ceremony  was  over,       \ 
Clootz's  wife  propofed  that  a  ftatue  Ihould  be  eredl- 
ed  to  the  firft  bifliop  who  had  abjured  the  gofpeL 

The  reign  of  atheifm  was  not  of  long  duration :  |?^^..^j' 
Robefpierre  obtained  from  the  convention  a  decree  of^hSs7eat, 
by  which  Clootz  was  deprived  of  his  feat,  feals  put  and  impri- 
on  his  papers,  and  himfelf  confined  in  the  prifon  of  ^^^^' 
the  Luxembourg.     Here  he  feemed  to  harden  in 
atheifm  ;  he  even  reproached  Pain,  who  had  juft 
publifhed  the  Jge  of  Reafon,  and  was  then  his  fel- 
low-prifoner,  for  retaining  too  many  political  and 
religious  prejudices  ^     He  was  brought  before  the  3»ftMar» 
revolutionary  tribunal,  together  with  Hebert  and  his  Tncd  and 
party.     He  appealed  to  the  human  race,  whofe  oi^a-  executed. 
tor  he  had  been ;  but  none  of  his  clients  interfered, 
and  he  was  condemned  to  death.     The  night  which 
preceded  their  execution  was  pafTed  by  the  reft  of 
the  condemned  in  complaint  and  mutual  accufation, 
till  Clootz  finiflied  the  difputes  by  repeating  with  a 
Joud  voice,    the  apologue,  beginnmg,  "  Je  revais 
**  cette  nuity  que  de  mal  covfumi  /'  well  known  by 
the  EngUfii  tranilation, 

^  I  dreamt  that,  gather'd  to  my  fellow  clay, 
**  Clofe  to  a  common  beggar's  fide  I  lay,"  &c. 
This  quotation,  convincing  the  difputa^ts  that  all 
their  differences  would  be  foon  compromifed  by 
iharing  one  common  lot,  brought  them  to  a  more 
pacific  difpolition.  He  then  exhorted  them  to  die 
with  refolution,  and  endeavoured  to  confirm  their 
atheiftical  principles,  and  ftifle  the  reproaches  of 
confdence.  His  efforts  failed  with  moft  of  his 
friends,  who  betrayed  the  moft  dreadful  alarms; 
but  Clootz  himfelf  died  with  a  firmnefs  not  to  be 
ttpeSed  from  his  principles  *, 

f  Mifs  Willfams^s  Letters  in  17949  vol.  ii.  p.  176. 

fc  Ideip,  p.  177. 

^  MenoUcs  d*un  Detenu,  p.  76. 
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•^HE  family  of  Caritat  de  Condorcet  was  one  of 
■**  the  moft  ancient  in  the  principality  of  Orange. 
It  was  divided  into  two  branches,  the  younger  of 
which  was  eftabliflied  in  Picardy.  The  marquis  dc 
Condorcet,  fo  much  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  the 
revolution,  was  defcended  from  this  branch.  He 
was  born  at  Avignon ',  received  a  good  education, 
and .  applied  himfelf  particularly  to  the  ftudy  of 
mathematics  and  the  belles  lettres  \ 

He  was  early  in  life  introduced  to  Voltaire  and 
d'Alembert,  and  from  them  imbibed  thofe  princi- 
ples of  fcepticifm,  which  afterwards  became  perfeft 
atheifm,  and  made  him  abhor  even  the  name  of  God". 
Under  thefe  preceptors  he  formed  his  mind,  and 
endeavoured  to  cultivate  a  fimilarity  of  tafte.  He 
was,  like  them,  a  correfpondent  of  the  great  Fre- 
derick, but  his  letters  indicate  no  fuperiority  of 
g^tiius  or  elegance  of  fancy  *. 

After  the  death  of  Voltaire,  d'Alembert,  fer  in- 
ferior to  him  in  talents,  was  called  to  the  throne  of 
literature,  which  he  occupied  five  years.  Condorcet 
cultivated  his  friendfliip  with  the  greateft  affiduity, 
and  affifted  in  all  his  endeavours  to  propagate 
fyftems  of  infidelity.     When  d' Alembert  was  on  his 

1  Diflionnaire  de  la  Noblefi^*,  par  M.  ^e  la  Chenaye  Dcfhoif* 
Peltier's  late  Pi^liire  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  p. 4.34.  \ 

™  Mcmoiiea  dii  JacobinilVne  par  Barruel,  vol.  1.  p.  317. 

n  IdctT),  vol.  i.  p./).  316.  ct  paffim.  Banuers  Hiftory  of  tlj< 
Clergy,  p.  5. 

•  Ste  Ocuvres  Pofthumei  du  Roi  dc  PrufTc. 
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death-bed,  Condorcet,  fearful  that  in  his  lafl:  mo- 
ments he  would  betray  fome  weaknefs,  and,  'like 
Vohaire,  expole  their  fed  to  ridicule,  watched  him 
with  unabating  affiduity,  and  prevented  the  approach 
of  every  perfon  who  was  likely  to  prevail  on  him  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  comforts  of  religion.  D'Alem* 
bert,  though  affailed  by  all  the  horrors  of  remorfe^ 
was,  by  Condorcet's  pernicious  vigilance,  prevented 
from  having  the  means  of  appealing  to  the  throne  of 
mercy.  But  though  he  appeared  fo  folicitous  for 
his  friend's  reputation,  and  fo  jealous  of  its  being 
ftained  by  any  charge  of  inconfiftency,  Condorcet 
in  a  moment  of  bafe  exultation  betrayed  the  fecret ; 
''  Sije  tie  7n\etois  pas  trouve  la^  ilfaifoit  le  plongeon^^ 
was  his  exprefTion  ^. 

Condorcet  was  affiduous,  and  even  fervile  in  his  Secretary 
attention  to  the  great  %  and  by  their  favor  was  academy, 
nominated  perpetual  fecretary  to  the  academy  of 
fciences  at  Paris,  in  which  he  alfo  received  other 
honors  ^  Hjs  principal  claim  to  literary  reputation 
arifes  from  a  life  of  Voltaire,  which  accompanied  a 
complete  edition  of  his'  works  "•  He  alfo  wrote  fome 
trafts,  which  are  now  little  known,  and  which  con- 
veyed his  favourite  principles  of  infidelity. 

In  conformity  with  thefe  principles,  Condorcet  Freema- 
was  an  aftive  member  of  thofe  focieties  which  me-  ^^"» 
ditated  the  deftruftion  of  religion  and  government, 
under  pretence  of  forwarding  th^  reign  of  philofophy 
and  freedom.  He  was  an  aftive  member,  and  a 
diftinguiftied  office-bearer  in  the  different  lodges  of 
corrupted  free  mafonry  eftablifhed  in  France,  and 
had  already  made  fuch  progrefs  in  his  chimerical 

P  Memoires  du  Jacobinifme  par  BarrueJ,  vol.  i.  p,  381.  Di6lioiu 
naire  Hiltorique,  Art.d'Alemberr. 

*l  Peltier's  late  Pi6lure  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  63.  See  alfo  Merc ure 
Fran9oi8,  No.  du  29  06tobrc  1791. 

^  Flower  of  the  Jacobins,  p.  33. 

•  See  Oeuvres  Completes  de  Voltaire.  Alfo  Mercure  Francoli 
Litteraire,  No.  du  24  Septembrp  179a. 
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principles  of  pretended  philofophy,  that,  in  a  dif-' 
courfe  delivered  at  the  Lege  des  Philaktbes  at  Straf- 
burgh,  he  drew  the  outline  of  his  celebrated 
pofthumous  work,  called  Le  Progrh  de  PE/prit 
Humain.  Condorcet  was  highly  refpeSed  in  thefe 
lodges,  and  was  one  of  a  fele£b  political  committee, 
formed  from  the  lodge  which  took  the  name  of  Le 
Contrail  Social  \ 
ScMomift.  Condorcet  was  alfo  one  of  the  fed  diftingoifhedby 
the  title  of  economifts,  whofe  labours  were  highly  in- 

{'urious  to  government*.     He  diflinguiibed  himfelf 
)y  an  anfwer  to  Necker's  eflfay  Sur  la  Lepjlation  da 
Grains  ^. 
Ami  d€9         He  was  alfo  one  of  the  regulating  committee  of 
Woirt,       ii^g  fociety  of  Amis  des  Noirsj  intimately  concerned 
in  all  their  intrigues,  a£tive  in  exciting  the  public 
hatred  againft  the  planters,  and  received  a  coniider- 
able  fhare  of  the  fums  fent  by  the  people  of  colour 
to  their  friends  in  Paris  *. 
Orleanift.       Being  fo  aftively  engaged  in  thefe  focieties,  Con- 
dorcet had  attached  himfelf  to  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
and,  before   the  revolution,  wrote  fome  of  thofe 
pamphlets  which   daily  iffued  from  the  prefs,  and 
prepared   the   public  for  thofe  events  which  were 
afterwards  produced  by  uiachinations  of  the  Orleans 
Hiijow-    faAion'.     /\t  the  revolution  he  commenced  editor 
■**•'  of  a  news-paper,   called   Le  Chronique  de  Paris, 

which  was  replete  with  virulent  declamations  and 
anti-monarchical  principles^.  He  alfo  wrote  for 
fome  time  in  the  journal  de  Paris^  which  Garat 
had  refigned  on  the  diffolution  of  the  conftituent 
affembly  % 

•  Kobifon's  Proofs  rf  a  Confpiracy,  p*  41.  3S6.  403. 
'  Memoires  du  Jacobinifme  par  Barruel,  vol.  i.  p.  42»t 
J  Baftille  devoilee^  s^  livr<tifbn,  p.  48. 

«  See  Brissot.    Memoires  du  Jacobinifme  par  Barruel,  vol.ii* 
p. 446. 

»  Mrs.  WolIftonecraft*5  Hiftory  of  the  ReToIutioa,  p,  6S, 
^  See  Neck<r  on  the  Revolutioi)|  vol.  i.  p.  447. 
c  Garat*<  Memoirs,  p.  3. 
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Gnidorcet  was  a  member  of  the  Jacobin  club,  K»»  «i«- 
but  his  eloquence  was  not  calculated  to  affift  the  ^^^^^' 
caufe  he  efpoufed,  by  fpeaking  fo  much  as  by  writing. 
His  voice  was  fhrill  and  fqueaking  %  and  his  timidity 
was  fo  great,  that  his  votes  often  counterafted  the 
effeQ;  of  his  arguments,  owing  to  his  fear  of  the 
galleries  *. 

At  the  period  of  the  king's  flight  to  Varennes,  Le  Repub* 
Condorcet  was  one  of  the  projeftors  of,  and  a  prin-  **^^'**' 
cipal  contributor  to  the  paper  called  Le  Republican. 
His  wife  tranflated  into  French  the  effays  written  by 
Thomas  Pain^ 

Condorcet  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  tutor  Candidate 
to   the  dauphin « ;    but  the  king  was  fo  imprefled  cepodhr' 
with  the  badnefs  of  his  charaflier,  and  entertained  of  the 
fuch  an  abhorrence  of  his  irreligion,  and  general  <*a»P*>«. 
want  of  principle,  that  he  even  objected  to  madarae 
Condorcet  as  a  companion  for  the  queen  *"•    He  was 
alarmed  left,  through  the  aftivity  and  influence  of 
the  Jacobins,  a  man  fo  unprincipled  as  Condorcet 
fliould  be  appointed  preceptor  to  his  fon,  and  there- 
fore nominated  M.  Fleurieu,  a  man  of  learning  and 
virtue.     The  choice,  however,  was  never  ratified  by 
the  aflembly '.     It  is  remarkable,  that  while  Con- 
dorcet was  candidate  for  this  ofiice,  and  before  the 
dedfion  was  announced,  he  was  employed  in  writing 
pamphlets  and  paragraphs  againft  the  king's  invicda- 
bility^. 

At   the  difTolution  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  EieftcJ 
Condorcet  was  eleftcd  deputy  for  Paris  \     He  fol-  ^TcTi^'fla! 
lowed  the  political  career  of  Briflbt,  and  was,  like  tive  aflbml 

bly. 

*  Merciire  Frangols,  No.  dn  18  Fevrier  1791. 

*  Appcl  a  rimpartiale  Poltcritc,  vol.  ii.  p.  30. 

'  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  376.     Roland's  Appcl,  vol,  i.  p,  58, 

*  Conjurajion.de  d*Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  132.     Mcrcure  Francoif, 
«o.  du  16  }uillet  1791. 

^  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  285. 
^'Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  149. 

*  Mcrcure  Fran9ois,  No.  du  13  Juillct  1791.  \ 
^  Idem,  No.  du  29  O^bre  1791. 
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him,  an  apologift  for  the  maflacres  at  Avignon,  and 
a  ftrenuous  advocate  for  the  plans  of  the  Amis  des 
Noirs.     He  was  alfo*an  ardent  adverfary  of  the  emi- 
grants, againft  whom  he  called  forth  fevere  decrees, 
and  made  feveral  violent  harangues.     In  one  of  his 
fpeeches,  he  called  the  princes  and  nobility  la  liede 
ia  nation  qui  ofe  encore  s^en  nommer  l^ elite ". 
Perftcu.         He  was  ftill  diftinguiflied  by  his  atheiftical  princi- 
clergr!  ^^^  P^^^»  ^^  declared  in  the  affembly,  that  the  efficacy 
of  an  oath  was  totally  independent  of  a  belief  in 
God  "•      He  was  a  promoter  of  all  the  violent  and 
fevere  meafures  againft  the  clergy,  and  to  him  is 
afcribed  a  cuftom,  which  prevailed  of  whipping  nuns 
and  other  religious  women  in  the  public  ftreets, 
which  he  qualified  with  the  mild  name  of  ridicule. 
Befides  the  flagrant  violation  of  decency  included  in 
thefe  attacks,  the  mob   carried  their  barbarity  to 
fuch  an  excefs,  that  their  vi6tims  fainted,  and  even 
died  under  their  hands.     The  priefts  in  the  provinces 
were  knocked  down  with  huge  rods.     At  length, 
finding  that  all  thefe  cruelties  were  infufBcient  to 
deter  the  clergy  from  exercifing  their  funftions,  and 
the  pious  from  following  them  in  preference  to  the 
conftitutional  priefts,  Condorcet  fuggefted,  and  the 
mob  readily  adopted  the  pradlice  of  cutting  off  the 
hair  and  ears  of  both  paftors  and   congregation. 
They  were  alfo  placed  on  affes  and  paraded  about 
the  ftreets  and  public   places,  their  mouths  were 
filled  with  hay,  they  had  infulting  infcriptions  on 
their  backs,  and  in  their  progrefs  the  mob  pelted 
them  with  filth  and  ordure  **. 
30th  oa.       Notwithftanding  his  atheifm,  the  national  affembly 
Committee  appointed  Coudorcet  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
of  public    public  inftruftion.     He  applied  to  this  fubjeft  with 
inftruaion.  gj.g2^j  attention,  and  prefented  to  the  kgilhture  a 


n.  See  Debates  45tb|  ftSth,  am!  ^xft  OAober  1791. 

«  Debates  of  31ft  06tober  1791. 

y  Jiarruol*t  Hiftoqr  pf  the  Clerygy,  p,  107. 
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report  of  a  plan  for  forming  the  minds  of  the  riflng  ^s^^  May 
generation,  the  expence  of  which  was  eftimated  at      •^^** 
twenty-four   millions   (1,0505000/.)   a-year.       The 
praieft  was  received,  but^  never  put  in  execution  ^. 

-  Condorcet  drew  up  the  famous  manifefto  pub-  Mani* 
lifhed  by  the  French  nation  to  all  the  powers  of  ^^^®' 
Europe,  on  the  approach  of  war.     This  paper  is 
replete  with  bold  untruths,  and  promifes  which  Con- 
dorcet well  knew  the  country  would  never  be  in- 
clined to  obferve.     So  far  was  the  faftion  to  which 
he  was  attached  from  defiring  peace,  as  this  mani- 
fefto pretends,  that  they  were  exerting  every  effort 
to  procure  a  declaration  of  war.    .The  paper  was 
received  with  the  loudeft  applaufe,  ordered  to  be 
printed,    tranfmitted   to   the   executive    power  for 
the  purpofe  of  communicating  it  to  foreign  nations, 
fent  to  the  eighty-three  departments,  all  the  regi- 
ments  of  the   line  and    national    battalions,    and 
tranflated  into  all  languages  \ 

Cpndorcet  manifefted  the  greateft  malignity  againft  ^^^  Pe^« 
the  king,  and  omitted  no  opportunity  of  difplaying  L^'jerw 
his  hatred.  When  he  was  prefident  of  the  affembly,  the  king. 
he  was  inftrufted  to  write  a  letter  to  the  king, 
which  he  couched  in  terms  fo  void  of  ceremony  and 
refpeft,  that  the  king,  accuftomed  as  he  was  to 
wanton  infult,  felt  this  as  the  greateft  outrage  he  had 
yet  received.  The  minifters  propofed  that  an  ex- 
poftulatory  letter  fliould  be  written  to  the  affembly,  . 
but  Louis  refolved  only  to  oppofe  this  effort  of  in- 
folence  by  the  negative  energy  of  filence  \  In  this 
the  king  acted  wifely,  for  he  could  have  no  hopes  of 
red^efs  from  an  affembly  which  had  heard  this 
letter  with  approbation,  and  inftead  of  a  deputation, 
l)^d  tranfmitted  it  by  the  hands  of  a  ferjeant  at 
arms'.  , 

S  Debates.     Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  309.  '  Debates.     Hi  dories. 

'  Heitrand's  Memoirs,  vd}«  ii.  p.  4|.     See  alfo  Meccure  ^ran9oif. 
No.  du  11  Fevrier  1792. 
<  See  Debates  (SUi  f  eb« 
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Exertion*       The  fablc  of  the  Auftrian  committee  was  a  topic 
winXy."^^'^   which   Condorcet   exerted   himfelf  with   great 
perfeverance ".     He  had  been  bribed  by  Narbonne  ^, 
and  fupported  him   with  all  his   influence  in   the 
affembly  and  in  the  committees  '.     He  aflifted,  how- 
ever, in   forming  the  Jacobin  adminiftration,   and 
threatened,  if  the  perfons  whom  he  and  his  friends 
had  elefted  were  not  nominated,  that  he  would  im- 
peach the  queen  *. 
soth  June       On  the  difmiflion  of  the  Jacobin  miniftry,  he  was 
Promotes  ii^defatigable  in  exciting  the  people  to  avenge  their 
infurrec-    caufe,  and  by  his  writings  contributed  to  inflame  the 
*'®"*         public  mind,  and  to  urge  infurreftion  *.     The  tumult 
of  the  twentieth   of  June  was   fucceeded  by  the 
fufpenlion  of  Petion  ai^d  Manuel,  which  took  place 
by  order  of  the  duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld.     The 
murder  of  this  nobleman  in  confequence  of  this  con- 
duft,  is  generally  imputed  to  the  inftigations  of 
Condorcet,  and  cited  as  an  extraordinary  inftancc 
of  ingratitude. 
Condua        The  duchefs  d'Anville,  mother  to  the  duke  de  la 
jhe  duke    Rochefoucauld,  had  made  Condorcet  a  prefent  of 
deia         one  hundred  thoufand  livres  (4375/-)  to  facilitate 
fauwf''""  his    marriage  with    mademoifelle    Grouchi.      Th? 
duke,  who  had  always  been  Condorcet's  benefaSor, 
offered  him  the  whole  fum  in  ready   money,  but 
Condorcet  would  receive  only  forty  thoufand  livres 
(1750/.),  preferring  to  kt  the  remainder  continue  at 
intereft.     After  the  commencement  of  the  revolu^ 
tion,  Condorcet's  conduct  became  fo  atrocious,  that 
Rochefoucauld  and  his  mother  refolved  to  decline 
his  further  acquaintance,  and  ordered  their  doors  to 
be  fhut  againft  him.     Condorcet  on  this  caufed  an 
intimation  to  be  given  to  the  duchefs,  that  he  woul4 

*  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol,  ii.  p.  174, 

y  Jilem,  vol.  ii.   p.  21, 

>  Life  of  Dnmouriez,  vol.  11.  p.  t6o* 

a  Pclriei*s  late  Pidure,  vol.  i.  p.  98. 

^  Ccnjuracion  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  I74» 

ic  he 
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be  glad  to  receive  the  principal ;  which  was  accord- 
ingly paid  him  the  next  day  by  the  duke.     After  the 
twentieth  of  June,  Condorcet  ftrenuoufly  reprobated 
the  fufpenfion  of  Petion  and  Manuel,  and  ufed  every 
art    to    irritate  the  people   againft  Rochefoucauld. 
After  the  maffacres  in  September,  an  order  was  ex- 
pedited   to  arreft  the  duke,  who  was  at  Forges  les 
Eaux  with  his  mother  and  family,  and  bring  him  to 
Paris  to   be  tried.     A  party  of  aflaflins,  who  had 
quitted  Paris  for  the  purpofe,  met  him  at  Gifors, 
and  murdered  him  as  he  was  walking  to  his  carriage. 
Manuel  demanded  that  a  juft  puniChment  fhould  be 
inflifted  on  the  murderers,  but  Condorcet,  though 
under  fo  many  obligations,  and  though  his  writings 
had  inftigated  the  murder,  betrayed  neither  fenfi* 
bility  or  regret  *^.  _ 

While  the  treafon  which  took  eflFeft  on  the  tenth  Promote* 

of  Auguft  was  in  agitation,  Condorcet  was  afliduoufly  "n^urrcc- 

employed  in   preparing  the   public  to  fecond  the 

eflForts   of  his  faftion,  by  inflammatory  paragraphs 

and  pamphlets  ^     He. brought  up  a  report  from  the  ^tb  Aug. 

extraordinary  commiffion  appointed  to  difcufs  the 

queftion   of  the  king's   forfeiture,  in  which,  after 

ftating  the  various  confiderations  connefted  with  the 

fubjeft,  he  told  the  afTembly,  that  "  whatever  plan 

"  they  might  adopt,  they  would  be  accufed  of  violating 

"  the  conftitution.     That  the  committee  would .  tiot 

"  prefent  a  complete  plan  of  meafures  to  be  purfued, 

"  but    recommended    that   inftruclions   fliould   be 

*'  publifhed  to  the  people  on  the  mode  of  exercifing 

^'  their  fovereignty^   to  put  them   on   their   guard 

^  1  have  taken  this  account  from  Peltier's  late  Pi^lure,  vol.  i. 
p.  505.  and  vol,  ii.  p.  ^99.  n.  Some  doubts  have  hccn  exprcffcd  of 
Condorcet*8  guilt ;  it  ieems  generally  believed  that  his  Icnown  malignity 
occafioned  the  untimely  death  of  his  benefu6>or.  See  Kobifc's  Proofs 
of  a  Corfpiracy,  |».  451.  Arthur  Voung's  Example  oi  Franee,  p.  8a. 
Milcs's  Condu^l  of  France  tt»wardf  Great  Britain,  p.  150.  Hiltory  of 
the  Riiifofinei  by  Caoiille  DefmoulinSy  p.  60.  Keftdence  in  France, 
edited  by  GifFord,  vol.  i,  p.  174. 

^  firiflbt  a  fcs  Comaiettans^  p*  104.. 

**  againft 
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^f  againft  the  errors  into  which  they  might  be  prc- 
*'  cipitated  *•**  This  report  was  in  the  language  of 
treafon  palfied  by  fear;  but  when  fuccefs  had  crowned 
the  confpiracy,  Condorcet  aided  the  views  of  his  party 
with  all  the  fophiflry  and  falfehood  he  could  fupply. 
He  wrote  Reflcd'iQnsj  in  which  he  endeavoured  to 
aflimilate  the  revolution  which  took  place  in  England 
in  1688,  to  that  which  had  been  effected  in  France 
in  1 792  ^,  and  he  drew  up  an  expofition  of  motives  on 
behalf  of  the  affembly,  replete  with  falfe  arguments 
and  unfounded  affcrtions  ^ 

The  Ihare  taken  by  Condorcet  in  the  maffacre  of 
the  prifoners  is  doubtful.  He  was  at  variance  with 
the  violent  faftion  who  principally  organized  thofe 
murders,  and  conlidered  by  Robefpierre  as  one  of 
the  chiefs  of  the  oppofing  party  ^  ;  yet  Robefpierre, 
though  he  denounced  Briffot  at  the  Jacobin  club, 
did  not  mention  Condorcet '.  Louvet  aflerts  that 
Condorcet  was  devoted  to  deftruftion  on  that 
day  *" ;  but  Montjoye  avers,  that  he  was  one  of  the 
moft  active  promoters  of  the  maffacre,  and  at  that 
time  fo  intimately  connefted  with  Orleans,  that 
he  was  generally  mentioned  as  one  of  his  four 
miniflers  "• 
Member  Coudorcct  was  elefted  member  of  the  convention, 
not  for  Paris,  which  he  had  reprefented  in  the  legif- 
lative  affembly,  but  for  the  department  of  TAifne. 
At  the  firft  fitting  of  the  convention  he  was  nomi- 
nated vice-prefident,  and  was  one  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  revife  the  conftitution  ®.  His  conduct 
was  for  fome  time  fo  equivocal,  that  many  doubts 

f  Debates. ' 

^  See  Joidari's  Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  i.  p.  604. 

i  For  this  expofition  and  cogent  remarks  on  it,  fee  Peltier *s  lal« 
Ji£\uiLM)f  Paris,  vol.  i    p.  44.0   464. 

^  Sec  Defenfciir  de  la  Conllitution  par  Robefpierre,  p.  99. 114. 

^  See  liRissOT.  "  Narrative,  p.  17. 

"  Corjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  110,  See  alfo  Hiftorjr  w 
the  Briflbrines  by  Defmoulins,  p.  6o» 

•  Wiitv^ries,     Dtbatts. 
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tjrcre  entertained  whether  he  meant  to_  attach  himfetf 
to  the  Mountain  or  to  the  Gironde*".  On  Lou  vet's 
accufation  of  Robefpierre,  he  voted  for  fuppreffing 
inquiry  by  paffing  to  the  order  of  the  day  ^ ;  but  he 
afterwards  wrote  in  his  Journal  with  fo  much  afperity 
againfl  Robefpierre,  that  their  mutual  hatred  became 
irreconcilable '. 

From  Condorcet's  avottred  enmity  to  royaltv,  it  Condua 
might  be  expefted  that  his  exeltiohs  againft  the  king  ^"„g,* 
would  have  been  decided  and  unreinitting  ;  but  he  trial, 
feldom  fpoke  in  the  convention ;  and  wheii  the  fate 
of  Louis  was  put  to  the  vote^  timidity  ot  hypocrify 
feemed  to  di£late  all  his  obfervations.     It  is  difficult  i6th  Jan. 
to  conclude,  from  the  language  of  his  fpeech,  whe*     '793* 
ther  he  intended  to  vote  for  or  againft  the  fentence 
of  death ;  but  it  was  received  as  his  opinion,  that 
the  king  (hould  be  imprifoned  in  chains  for  life< 
After  fentence  of  death  had  been  prdnounced,  hd  19th  Jan. 
fpoke  and  voted  againft  a  refpite,  and  urged  execution 
of  the  fentence  in  twenty-four  hours  •• 

After  the  death  of  Louis,  Condorcet  was  prin-  Hi«  confti- 
cipally  employed  in  framing  a  new  conftitution.     So  ^"^*®"*    , 
much  reli^ce  was  placed  on  his  abilities  and  judg- 
ment, that  the  committee  permitted  him  to  affume 
the  principal  merit  of  the  work.     His  produflion  wa^  15th  Feb. 
fubmitted  to  the  convention,  where  the  conftitutional 
^  obtained  feeble  approbation^;  but  the  Jacobin 
club,  among  whom  his  party  had  lefs  influence, 
voted  it  deteftable'i      Their  judgment  was  well 
funded;   and  it  is  juftly  obfefved  by  an  Englifh 
^titcTj  not  unfavourable  to  Condorcet's  fedkion,  that 
it  was  a  maf$  of  me^phyfical  abfurdities  \ 

^  Moore^s  Journal^  vol.  li.  p.  954.    Peltier*8  late  Piaare  of  Parity 

^  Debates.    Louvet*s  Narrative,  p.  93. 
'  Moore's  Journal|  Vol.  ii.  p^  344.. 

*  Bebates. 

*  The  CondtiA  pf  Franee  towafdt  GfleaiBritain  examined,  by  Milct, 

*  Imptrtial  Hiftory«  vol.  ii«  p.  310. 
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Condorcet  v^is  one  of  the  committee  of  public 
fafety,  and  wzs  employed  to  draw  up  a  declaraticai 
from  the  nativHial  convention  refpefling  the  violation 
of  the  law  of  nations  in  detaining  the  commiifioners 
whom  Dumouriez  had  caufed  to  be  arretted  % 

During  the  conteft  between  the  Mountain  and  the 
Briflbtines,  Condorcet  maintained  a  cautious  (il«a.ce. 
For  eight  months  he  hardly  fpoke  in  the  convcndon; 
and  feems  to  have  been  Angularly  wary  in  not  ri&- 
isth  May.  i^g  an  opinion  on  any  party  queftion  ^.  At  length  he 
was  fo  far  roufed  by  the  indignities  which  the  le^- 
lative  body  daily  endured,   that  he  propofed  the 
dilTolution  of  the  convention^   and    the  calling  of 
a6th  May.  a  new  one  *.    This  probably  exafperated  the  Moun- 
tain to  fuch  an  excefs  that,  in  a  fubfequent  infur- 
reftion,  his  printing-office  was  deftroyed  *.    He  was 
not,  however,  included  in  the  lift  of  profcribed  de- 
.  puties ;  nor  was  he  one  of  the  members  who  figned 
the  famous  proteft  againft  the  proceedings  on  the 
thirty-firft  of  May. 

Yet  though  he  could  conquer  every  fentimcnt  of 
friendfliip,  and  ftifle  every  indignant  fenfation  at  the 
deftrudion  of  his  party,  his  vanity  as  an  author 
propelled  him  to  a  fatal  exertion.  When  the  con* 
ititution,  commonly  called  the  conditution  of  17959 
had  been  accepted,  he  publifiied  an  Addrefs  to  ait 
French  Citizens^  reprobating  the  extreme  rapidity  and 
want  of  confideration  with  which  it  had  been  framed 
and  accepted ;  and  detailing  the  numerous  afts  0/ 
violence  by  which  the  prevailing  party  in  the  con- 
vention had  eftabliflied  their  influence.  This  raft 
aft  placed  him  in  the  power  of  the  Mountain  ;  Cha- 
bot  denounced  the  publication,  and  moved  for  a  de- 
cree of  accufation  againft  Condorcet  j  which  was  im- 
mediately granted  ^. 


Denouoc* 
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«  Debates. 

r  Hriflbt  a  fes  Commettan*,  p^af.     GaraC^  Menioirs,  p.  i^5< 

*  Debates.  *  Goudemetz^s  Epochs. 

k  Debates.    See  alio  Impartial  Hiltbry,  ?ol.  ii«  p.  307* 
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tte  efcaped  from  the  arreft,  and  concealed  himfelF  Conceit 
nine  months  in  the  houfe  of  a  woman  in  Paris,  who,  ***°^^*^^' 
though  (he  knew  him  only  by  name,  had  the  extra- 
ordinary generofity  to  rifk  her  life,  and  fuftain  alt 
the  inconveniences  arifing  from  his  residence  with 
her.     At  length  a  domiciliary  vifit  was  threatened', 
and  he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  afylum.     He  had  the  Apr.  1794. 
good  fortune,  though  unprovided  with  a  paffport  or  |^^^*^*  jg 
civic  card,  to  efcape  through  the  barrier,  and  went . 
to  the  country-houfe  of  a  friend  on   the  plain  of 
Mont-Rouge.     Unfortunately  his  friend  was  in  Paris 
at  the  time,  and  not  expefted  to  return  in  lefs  than 
three  days,  during  which  the  fugitive  was  obliged 
to  vender  about,  expofed  to  hunger,  cold,  fufpenfe, 
and  the  pain  arifing  from  a  wound  in  his  foot.     At 
length  his   frjend  returned  into  the  country,   and 
found  him ;  but  confidering  it  dangerous  to  take 
him  to  his  houfe  in  the  day-time,  requefted  him  to 
wait  till  night,  and  then  he  would  receive  and  con- 
ceal him.    Condorcet,  on  the  day  his  friend  had  fixed 
as  the  end  of  his  miferies,  forgot  the  diftates  of  pru- 
dence;    he  went  to  an  inn  at  Clamars,  where  he 
ordered  an  omelette.     His  fqualid  appearance,  dirty. 
cap,-  torn  clothes,  leannefs,  and  voracity,  fixed  the 
attention  of  fome  perfons  prefeht ;  one  of  whom,  a 
municipal  officer,  afted  him  whence  he  came,  whi- 
ther he  was  going,  and  if  he  had  a  paffpMt  ?  His 
confufion  at  thefe  interrogatories  betrayed  him,  and 
caufed  him  to  be  apprehended.     He  was  confined  in  Poifost 
a  dungeon  that  night,  and  in  the  niorning  found  ^^'"^^i^- 
dead.     He  always  carried  a  dofe  of  poifon  about 
him,  which  had  been  given  him  by  Garat,  and  with, 
which  he  terminated  his  exiftence,  to  avoid  a  trial 
before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  to  (hun  the 
gradual  approach  of  inevitable  deftruftion  ^ 

Condorcet's  charafter  is  thus  emphatically  de-  ^^"^^u*. 
fcribed  by  madame   Roland  ^.     **  The  genius  of  naJ, 

•  This  account  is  principally  derived  from  Talma**  Chronology^ 
P»  140.    See  alfo  Garat's  Memoirs,  p.  49. 

Appel  a  rimpartialc  Pofterit6,  vol.  ii.  p.  30. 
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^^  Condorcet  is  equal  to  the  comprehenlion  of  the 
^^  greateft  truths ;  but  ht  has  no  other  charaderiftic 
*^  befides  lean     It  may  be  faid  of  his  underftanding 
^  combined  with  his  perfon,  that  it  is  a  fine  eflence 
*'  abforbed  in  cotton.    No  one  will  fay  of  him,  that 
^^  in  a  feeble  body  he  difplays  great  courage ;  his 
^'  heart  and  conftitution  are  equally  weak.     The 
*'  timidity  which  forms  the  bafis  of  his  chara&er, 
**  and  wnich  he  difplays  even  in  company,  on  his 
^^  countenance  and  in  his  attitudes,  does  not  refult 
^'  from  his  frame  alone,  but  feems  to  be  inherent  in 
^^  his  foul ;  and  his  talents  furnifh  him  with  no  means 
•*  of  fubduing  it.    Thus,  after  having  deduced  a 
**  principle,  or  demonftrated  a  hGt  in  the  affembly, 
**  he  would  give  a  vote  decidedly  oppolite,  over- 
*'  awed  by  the  thunder  of  the  tribunes,  armed  with 
*•  infults,  and  prodigal  of  threats.     The  propereft 
"  place  for  him  was  the  fecretaryfhip  of  the  academy. 
"  Such  men  fhould  be  employed  to  write,  but  never 
^^  permitted  to  aft  ;  it  is  a  happinefs  to  be  able  to 
"  draw  fome  utility  from  them ;  even  that  is  not  to 
^<  be  done  with  all  timid  perfons ;  in  general,  they 
**  are  good  for  nothing."    Barruel,  after  mention- 
ing the  violence  of  his  atheifm,  fays  %  **  It  might  be 
*'  thought  that  he  was  defirous  to  avenge  himfelf  on 
^^  the  Supreme  Being  for  the  heart  he  had  given  him. 
*^  Hard,  ungrateful,  infenfible,  cold,  the  aiTai&n  of 
^^  friendihip,  and  of  his  benefaftors ;  had  it  been  in 
"  his  power  he  would  have  treated  the  Deity  as  he 
"  treated  la  Rochefoucauld." 
political.        Whether  Condorcet  was  in  reality  a  republican, 
or  only  affefted  to  efpoufe  that  form  of  government 
in  order  to  forward  the  views  of  Orleans,  is  not  eafily 
decided.     There  is  fuch  an  involution  of  politics  and 
reduplication  of  fentiments  in  the  whole  &£UQn  of 
Orleanifts,  that  their  real  opinions  cannot  always  be 
defined.     It  is  probable  that  Condorcet  thought  a  re- 
publican  form  of  government  befl  fitted  for  the  dif- 

•  Memoirei  du  Jxobiniroie,  rol.  i.  p.  iti. 
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fafion  of  his  fpeculadons  in  religion  and  mor^s ; 
but  that  he  would,  with  equal  pleafure,  have  pro- 
moted the  domination  of  a  profligate  and  unprin-  ' 
cipled  confpirator,  over  whbm  he  could  acquire 
unlimited  afcendancy,  and  by  whofe  nleans  he 
could  combine  his  views  of  public  inftrudion  with, 
thofe  of  individual  aggrandifement. 

Thofe  who  are  willing  to  pfaife  Condorcet  moft  a»<'l>tt- 
highly,  abandon  his  political  and  perfonal,  to  defcant  "^* 
on  his  literary  charafter.  His  Letters  to  the  King 
of  Pruffia  indicate  no  fuperiority  of  genius ;  and  his 
Life  of  Voltaire,  independent  of  the  principles  it 
convey$,  is  not  confpicuous  as  an  effort  of  biography. 
His  Eulogium  of  Franklin  abounds  with  faults,  as 
well  grammatical  as  rhetorical  ^ ;  and  Barruel  fp^iks 
of  his  ftyle,  particularly  that  of  his  earlier  perform- 
ances, with  great  contempt  ^.  During  his  feclufion 
in  Paris,  Condorcet  wrote  his  famous  (ketch  of 
the  Progrefe.of  the  Human  Mind,  to  which  even 
Barruel  allows  the  praife  of  correft  compofition ". 
The  objeft  of  this  work  is  to  enforce  a  belief  of  the 
perfe£tibility  of  man ;  and  the  author  carried  this 
chimerical  delufion  fo  far  as  to  aflert,  that  longevity 
and  every  defirable  perfonal  quality  were  attainable* 
The  end  of  Condorcet  himfelf  forms  a  remarkable 
refutation  of  his  abfurd  doctrine ;  for  although  he  had 
fo  recently  philofophifed  on  the  fubied,  and  might 
be  fuppofed  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  principles 
he  was  defirous  to  enforce,  he  threw  away  his  life 
by  wanting  ftrength  to  refifl:  the  importunides  of 
hunger  for  a  &w  hours. 

'  See  Mercure  Francois  Literairey  Nq.  du  14  Decembic  ly^z* 
t  Merooires  du  Jacvbinifme,  Tol.i.  0.317. 
^  Ibid. 
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GEORGE  JAQUES  DANTON. 


DAiitoii*t    r\ANTON  was  bred  to  the  law,  and  praffifed 

proeOioa*  X^  chiefly  in  caufe^  before  the  calunet  council. 

Previous  to  the  revolution  he  was  unable  to  have 

maintained  himfelf  but  for  the  charity  of  his  wife's 

Conduaat  father,  who  allowed  them  a  guinea  a-week^    After 

therevolu-  the  14th  of  July  1 789,  he  began  to  make  a  figure 

in  his  diftrift  by  his  clamorous  inveftives,  not  only 

againft  the  court,  but  againft  the  idols  of  the  day,  la 

Fayette  and  Bailly.    He  was  then  taken  into  the  pay 

of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  exerted  himfelf  with 

fuch  vehemence  that  la  Fayette  commenced  a  fuit 

againft  him  and  Marat  in  the  court  of  Chatelet ;  but 

he  had  the  addrefs  to  influence  his  whole  diil:ri£t 

againft  the  proceeding ;  and  by  threats  of  infurredion 

to  induce  the  general  to  difcontinue  it  ^.     During 

the  fittings  of  the  conftituent  aflembly,  he  became 

acquainted  with  Robefpierre,  and  conjointly  with  him 

laboured  to  advance  the  views  of  Orleans ;  not  from 

any  afFeAion  to  his  perfbn,  or  gratitude  for  his  h^ 

Tours,  but  from  the  hope  of  ruling  a  mind  fo  weak, 

and,  in  effed,  governing  the  kingdom  by  fwaying 

a  council  of  regency,  of  which  he  was  to  have  beeq 

EKertioiii    the  head '.     For  this  purpofe  he  began,  at  the  Jsu 

«iub«!       cobins,  to  attacl^  the  Lame^hs  and  other  popular 

1  PIayfaii*t  Hiftory  of  Jaeobinifni^    p.  $17.      Roland*t  App^lf 
vol.t.  p.  87. 
^  RoUnd'9  Appeal*  iibi  fupra.    Conjuration  de  d*OrIeans,  vol.  ii« 

I  That  this  was  the  main  fpring  of  his  anions,  efpectally  after  the  death 
of  Mirabeauy  appears  trom  the  concurring  teftimony  of  many  authors* 
See  pages*,  vol.  i.  p.  460*  470.  vol.  ii.  p.4s.  Louvct*s  Narratlvei 
p.  9,  10,  Roland's  Appeal,  before  cited.  Conjuratio^i  de  d'OrleaWi 
▼pi.  ii.  p.  18$.  %o^,  q^xot  ^ew  APAlial  Be|^ifter  for  17^  P*35i>  ^^' 
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chara6lers  who  were  attached  to  the  crown  as  an 

integral  part  of  the  conftitution  ;  and  was  one  of  the 

moft  adtive  members  of  the  fociety  of  Cordeliers  ™. 

He   was  engaged  in  propagating  all  the  falfehoods,  isth  April 

alarms,  and  profcriptions  of  that  fociety,  and  in  all      i79»* 

their  abominable  manoeuvres  to  render  the  court  fuf-  the'kfng** 

pefted,  and  the  king  odious  to  his  fubjefls.     He  journey  to 

diftinguifhed  himfelf  particularly  on  that  day  when,  ^*'  ^^^^' 

mftigated  by  falfe  reports  and  unfounded  accufations, 

the  populace  rofe  to  prevent  the  king  from  going  to 

Ssdnt  Cloud.     The  infults  to  which  the  royal  family 

was  on  that  occafion  expofed,  and  the  infoience  df 

forcibly  detaining  their  perfons,  induced  a  member 

of  the  commune  to  propofe  that  the  foldiery  fhould 

be  authorifed  to  fire  on  the  people ;  but  Danton  op- 

pofed  the  motion  with  a  fuccefs  which  infured  his 

popularity,  by  confirming  the  triumph  of  the  mob ". 

He   was   made    deputy  procureur  de   la  commune^  Madede- 

though  he  feldom  attended  the  duties  of  his  ofSce :  ^"^^^  P"?' 

•  f  t       r    A  n  curcur  dc 

or,  previous  to  the  loth  ot  Augult  1792,  went  to  lacom- 
the  hall  of  the  commune  for  any  other  purpofe  than  »"«"«• 
that  of  promoting  infurreSion,  or  reporting  the  pro- 
ceedings at,the'Ptf/^/>  Royal ^.     He  was  an  afliduous  Promotes. 
promoter  of  the  famous  petition  agamft  royalty,  which  ^^/jj^iJro^" 
was  figned  in  the  Champ  de  Man^  at  which  place  he  the  king, 
appeared  mounted,  in  imitation  of  I21  Fayette,  on  a 
white  charger  ;  but  afterwards  hearing  that  an  order 
was  iffued  for  arrefting  him,  he  fled  to  Marfeilles ', 
or,  as  fome  fay,  to  London ''.     However,  he  foon  re» 
turned,  and  refumed  his  influence  at  the  Jacobins 
and  Cordeliers. 

The  enterprifing  genius  of  Panton  had  been  con-  Receives 
fiderably  checked  during  the  fitting  of  the  conftituent  '^^l^^\^^ 

mini  ft  ry, 

**  Roland's  Appeal,  Tol.  i.  p.  tj.  Moore's  View,  vol.i,  ^,^%l^ 
144.    Garat*s  Mtnioirs,  p.  2|^. 

■  Sec  Moore's  View,  vcH.  i.  p.  14.3.  vol.  ii.  p.  31. 

•  See  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  19  Mai  1791,  p.  109. 

P  Playfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  3*7,  Moore's  View,  vol.ii. 
P'.4M    477- 

9  Biifibt  a  tons  ksRepttbiicains,  p.  \^%^ 

9C  4  aflembly. 
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aflemblv,  by  the  Iwowledge,  eloquence,  and  good 
difpofitions  of  fome  of  the  members,  and  by  their 
vigilance,  which  did  not  permit  all  the  atrocious  ex- 
cefles  which  afterwards  took  place.  The  diflblution 
of  that  body,  la  Fayette's  refignation,  and  the  ap*» 
pointm^nt  of  the  Jacobin,  Petion,  to  the  mayoralty, 
were  circumftances  which  gave  additional  fpring  to 
his  hop^s  and  energy  to  his  actions.  His  influeace 
in  the  clubs  was  now  fo  well  appreciated,  that  ^(nongft 
other  meafures  purfued  by  the  well-meaning,  but 
frequently  miftaken  minifter,  M»  de  Montmorin,  in 
order  to  conciliate  the  predileftion  of  the  people  to 
his  unfortunate  fovereign,  was  that  of  briUng  Dauv 
ton^  The  object  of  thefe  bribes  was  to  induce  bin^ 
to  make  fuch  motions  in  the  clubs  as  would  operate 
in  favour  of  the  royal  £imilyt  This  undertaking 
Danton  faithfully  performed,  though  no  good  re* 
fulted  from  it ;  ne  ufed  to  preface  his  motions  with 
the  fafhionable  abufe  of  the  court,  by  which  iineflc 
he  prevented  the  fufpicion  of  being  fold  to  the  court, 
and  infured  the  fuccefs  of  his  meafures.  For  thefe 
fervices  he  was  very  liberally  paid,  having  received, 
during  the  adminiftration  of  M.  de  B^ontmorin,  up* 
wards  of  an  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  (12,500/.) 
a  thing  eafily  credible,  as  he  demanded  no  le&  than 
twenty-four  thou£md  livfes  (1050/.)  for  carrying  s^ 
fingle  motion,  nnd  that  of  no  great  importance,  'm 
the  Jacobin  club  % 
sSth  June  Danton  was  one  pf  the  mofl  virulent  opponents  of 
DenouVce  ^  Faycttc,  whom  he  denounced  in  the  Jacobin  clubi 
la  Fayette.  ^  sm  enemy  to  the  conftitution,  and  as  an  intriguer 
who  wiflied  tp  rcreftablilh  nobility  %  Since  the  dif- 
miilion  of  M.  de  Montmorin,  s^d,  indeed,  for  fom^ 
^  time  previous  to  it,  he  had,  ceafed  to  receive  any 
money  from  the  court,  and  was  one  of  the  molt 
furious  partizans  of  Petion.    The  difmiilion  of  the 

'  Bertrancl*8  Private  Memoirs,  vol.  li.  p.  1629 163. 
• ,  Jourqalf .    Political  State  of  £urQpe>  vol.  i ^  p.  1 7 3. 
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Jacobin  adminiftration,  the  refufal  of  the  king  to  »otiiju»cw 
Ian£tion  the  decrees  for  forming  a  camp  near  Paris, 
and  his  adherence  to  the  dictates  of  his  confcience  in 
employing  non-juring  priefts,  furniflied  a  pretence  to 
the  Jacobins  for  clamour  againft  the  monarch,  and 
foT  the  infurreftion  of  the  20th  June,  which  Danton 
promoted  and  encouraged  with  all  his  influence  and 
a&ivity  ^     It  is  doubtful  whether  he  was  a  contriver  loth  Aog, 
of  the  infurreftion  which  fpeedily  followed,  as  the  ^xamnit. 
Briflbtines  and  the  Mountain,  who  were  not  ditgo^'^J* 
united   at  that  period,    both  of  them  afterwards 
claimed  the  merit  of  that  execrable  plot,  and  each 
denied  to  the  other  party  any  (hare  in  it.     Garat< 
the  friend  and  admirer  of  Danton,  roundly  aflTerts, 
that  **  Danton  prepared  the  events  of  the  loth  of 
"  Auguft  ".*'      Louvet,  on  the  other  hand,  avers, 
ivith  equal  confidence,,  that  the  bufinefs  was  pre- 
pared in  a  fecret  committee  of  Briflbtines,  and  that 
*^  Danton,  who  had  concealed  himfelf  during  the 
"  battle,  appeared  after  the  viftory,  armed  with  a 
"  huge  fabre,  and  marching  at  the  head  of  a  bat- 
"  talion  of  Marfeilloisy  as  if  he  had  been  the  hero  of 
"  the  day  */*'    The  cowardice  imputed  to  Danton  in 
this  extraft,  forms  no  part  of  his  general  charafter  ; 
it  is  alfo  certain  that  long  before  the  day  of  infur- 
reftion,  he  gave  intimations  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
intended  plot,  by  his  ferocious  anfwers  to  fome  peti- 
tioners againft  the  Marfeilloisj  againft  Petion,  and 
againft  thi^  king's  dethronement.     "  We  (hall  an» 
*'  fwer  you,"  be  faid,  "  with  fcrewed  bayonets  ^J* 
It  is,  however,  very  probable  that  he  was  not  ad- 
mitted  to  all  the  fecrets  of  that  intriguing  party,  and 
4id  not  know  the  true  reafons  which  prevented  the 

*  Conjuration  de  cl*Orlean8,  vol. ill.  p.  T75. 

■  Memoii'Sy  p*s36.     Dr.  Moore  alfo,  for  whofe  jiKtgment  t  have 
tpe  utmolt  refpe6^,  feems  to  think  that  the  infurredlion  was  in  a  great 
vneafure  planned  by  Danton.     Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  153. 
•  '  See  Louvet^s  fpee<:h  agninit  Robefpicirei  and  his  Narrative,  p.  17. 
5«e  alfo  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  478.  486. 

'  Peltier's  PtiSlure  of  Faj^is,  vol^i,  p.  37.  4si* 
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execution  of  the  plot  on  the  day  originally  intended, 
iith  Aag.  He  was  one  of  the  three  who  retained  their  places  in 
^Miitter!*^  the  council  of  the  commune^  and  was  provifionally  ap- 
pointed minifter  of  jufticc  when  the  rebellion  was 
crowned  with  fuccefs  *.  His  firft  official  exertion 
was,  to  give  a  falfe  account  of  the  king's  retreat 
from  the  palace ;  which  he  aflerted  in  a  letter,  ad-- 
dreffed  to  the  eighty-three  departments,  to  have  been 
in  the  higheft  degree  difgraceful  to  the  unfortunate 
monarch.  He  averred,  that  **  the  king  efcaped  from 
**  his  palace  by  a  private  ftair-cafe ;  that  he  fled, 
^'  abandoning  his  friends  and  defenders/'  This  po- 
lition  is  in  every  refpeft  the  very  reverfe  of  the  truth ; 
the  king  croffed  a  long  fuite  of  apartments,  defcended 
the  great  ftair-cafe,  paffed  flowly  through  the  lower 
veftibule  of  the  palace,  in  fight  of  more  than  two 
thoufand  perfons,  who  inftantly  informed  his  de* 
fenders  of  the  faft  *. 
QoarreU  But  fo  {hort-fight«d  are  thofe  politicians  who  affe£k 
e^'ilMfiues.  ^^  fecure  their  aims  by  treachery  and  revolt,  that 
'  the  parties  moft  interefted  in  bringing  about  the 
events  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  dug  their  own  grave, 
at  the  time  they  thought  themfelves  founding  an  in- 
.  expugnable  fortrefs  of  popularity  and  power.  The 
feeble  and  improvident  BriiTotines  were  deftined  to 
become  the  viftims  of  the  fermentation  they  had  oc- 
cafioned  in  the  mafs  of  the  people ;  and  Orleans, 
now  that  the  tide  of  popularity  ran  fo  ftrongly  in  fa- 
vour of  a  republic,  faw  thofe  he  imagined  his  crea- 
tures the  moft  ftrenuous  fupporters  of  the  worfliip  of 
the  new  idol,  and  himfelf  a  prey  to  their  rapacity, 
and  a  facrifice  to  their  thirft  of  blood.  Whether  the 
impatient  genius  of  the  Cordeliers  which  animated 
Danton,  or  the  frigid  fyftematical  mode  of  intrigue 
and  treachery  which  diftinguifhed  the  Rolandifts, 
firft  occafioned  a  difunion,  it  is  certain  that,  foon 

»  Irrpaitjal  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  90. 109.  and  al^t^e  other  Hiftories. 
»  Hifloii.e  de  la  Con  1^)11  ation  du  10  Aout^  par  M.B>goc  de  S^'* 
Croix,  p.  S3. 
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after  the  formation  of  the  new  mimftry,  there  arofe 
a  fchifm  among  them.  Danton  had  yet  great  ftrokes 
of  ambition  and  avarice  to  ftrike,  which  required  a 
difpenfation  with  all  the  exifting  laws ;  the  other 
minifters,  who  in  the  plenitude  of  power  and  na- 
tional confidence  had  obtained  the  fummit  of 
their  wiflies,  were  defirous  to  enforce  order  and 
obedience  to  the  laws,  as  the  means  of  giving  (la- 
bility to  their  influence.  They  had  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  inftrumentality  of  Danton  and  his  aflb- 
ciates  to  produce  the  commotion  of  the  20th  of 
June,  and  had  carried  a  much  greater  point  by  the 
fufpenfion  of  the  royal  authority  after  the  loth  of 
Auguft ;  but  they  did  not  wifli  to  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  dangers  which  would  refult  from  an  intimate 
connexion  with  Marat,  Chaumette,  and  all  the  def- 
peradoes  of  the  Cordelier  fadion,  whom  they  hoped, 
after  having  ufed,  to  difcard  without  ceremony. 
Danton,  on  the  other  hand,  whofe  projeds  widened 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  adlion  permitted  to 
him,  and  whofe  innate  energy  and  violence  did  not 
permit  him  to  be  kept  in  fubjeftion  by  the  pedant 
Roland  or  any  of  his  friends,  was  impatient  to  affume 
jfuch  a  fuperiority  as  would  deftroy  the  prefent  admi- 
niftration,  and  bring  forward  a  party  amongft  whom 
he  might  hope  for  unlimited  controul.  A  jealoufy 
of  him  was  entertained  by  the  Rolandifts  ;  from  the 
foft  formation  of  the  miniftry  they  whifpered  ob- 
jeftions  to  afting  with  him,  on  account  of  his  bad 
charaQer^  which,  they,  faid,  fpoiled  the  council  *. 
Danton,  who  perhaps  perceived  that  he  did  not 
ftand  high  in  the  opinions  of  thefe  political  hypo- 
crites, was  at  firft  extremely  affiduous  at  all  their 
cabinet  parties  till  he  had  founded  the  depth  of  their 
niinds,  the  vigour  of  their  judgment,  and  the  extent 
^f  their  refources  *" ;  he  then  began  to  play  his  own 

J  Roland*s  Appeal,  vol.f.  p.83. 

*  Roland's  AppeiK  vtl.i,  p.  %6^     Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol.  iii. 
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game ;  he  firft  drew  from  Roland  the  fourth  part  of 
two  millions  of  livres  which  had  been  voted  by  the 
aflembly  to  the  miniftry  for  fecret  fervices ;  this 
fum  (ai,875A)>  reinforced  by  fome  confiderable 
additions  which  he  had  obtained  from  Servan  and  le 
Brun,  he  employed  in  procuring  writers,  orators, 
and  motion-makers,  to  vilify  and  render  them  un- 
popular ''•  The  rounded  periods  of  Roland,  the 
contemplative  fubtleties  of  Briffot  and  Condorcet,  and 
the  wit  of  Louvet,  were  exerted  in  vain  againft  the 
rhetoric  of  Marat  and  Hebert,  who  protefted  the 
moft  unlimited  love  of  the  people  while  they  excited 
them  to  cut  each  other's  throats;  and  whofe  eloquence, 
poffefling  no  other  flowers  than  abufe,  caths,  ob- 
fcenities,  and  the  moft  unqualified  blafphemy,  was 
fitted  to  their  comprehenfion,  and  never  failed  to 
produce  all  the  effefts  of  conviction.  The  feeble 
and  injudicious  cabinet  with  whom  he  was  connefted, 
ftrong  only  in  treachery,  but  wantmg  the  firmnefs 
and  refolution  which  conftitute  complete  confpirators, 
Hk  itiiu^  afforded  him  an  eafy  triumph.  His  aim  was  to  bring 
Inuyi  *the  army  and  the  departments  to  the  fame  frame  of 
mind,  which  he  could  at  any  time  produce  in  the  in- 
habitants of  the  capital.  In  this  he  fucceeded,  by 
alienating  the  affedions  of  fome  of  the  fub-agents  of 
his  colleagues,  and  by  procuring  commilTions  and  con- 
»nd  ?n  the  trafts  for  men  devoted  to  him  *.  One  of  the  firft  fteps 
aepart-  rcfolvedou by  the  cabinet  was  todifpatchcommilfioners 
.  **"**•  to  the  departments  to  explain  the  events  of  the  i  oth  of 
Auguft.  This  commiflion,  had  the  minifters  been 
wife,  would  Have  furnifhed  them  with  an  infurmount- 
able  barrier  againfl  intrigue  and  calumny,  by  pre- 
polTeffing  a  large  portion  of  the  community  in  favour 
of  their  perfons  and  talents  5  but,  though  they  en- 
tertained fufpicions  ofDanton,  they  permitted  him, 
through  mere  indolence,  and  want  of  forefight,  and 


^  Roland*s  Appeal^  vol.  i»p.  89,  9O9  91. 
<  Idem,  P*  9i« 
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not  only  without  a  ftruggle,  but  without  the  fmalleft 
diflentient  effort,  to  nominate  all  the  commiifioneirs 
himfelf,  and  figned  the  commiflions  without  examin* 
ation.     The  confequence  is  obvious ;  the  commit 
fioners,  all  Cor dit\\Qr%y  fans-culottes ^  bawlers  in  clubs, 
and  intriguers  in  feftions;  men  without  means  of 
fubfiftence,  without   moral  principles,  and  without 
chara6ler ;  not  only  fpread  abroad  the  fame  of  Dan* 
ton  and  his  friends,  but  introduced  to  the  depart- 
ments and  the  army  the  ideas  of  infurreftion  and  in- 
fubordination,  the  contempt  of  duty  and  decorum, 
the  profligacy  of  manners,  and  the  blafphemous  and 
obfcene  dialed  which  charafterifed  their  party  in 
Paris  ^     Marat,  bold  through   impunity,  not  only 
haraffed  the    minifters  with  repeated  demands  for  . 
money,  but  when  they  did  not  immediately  comply 
with  his  requefts,  pointed  them  out  in  his  journals  and 
placards  as  objefts  of  popular  fury :  and  reproached 
the  inaftivity  of  the  people  in  hefitating  to  exter* 
minate  them  ^. 

Mean  time  the  eleftion  for  the  members  of  the  Oppofei 
national  convention  was  proceeding,  and  the  army  ^^^1^^ 
of  the  allied  mpnarchs  was  advancing  with  hafty  fembiy** 
ftrides  towards  the  capital.  Dumouriez  alone,  with 
a  handful  of  inexpert  foldiers,  poifoned  by  Jacobinifm, 
and  irrefolute  what  courfe  to  take,  defended  the 
foreft  of  Argonne,  and,  in  the  event,  faved  the 
country,  Roland  and  his  feeble  co-adjutors,  trem- 
bling at  danger,  and  confcious  of  the  peril  of  theiF 
fituation,  between  an  exafperated  enemy  and  an 
eftranged  and  licentious  populace,  were  earneft  with 
the  general  to  abandon  his  fituation  and  draw  hi^ 
troops  nearer  the  capital ;  and  they  had  propofed  to 
move  the  feat  of  government,  the  affembly,  and  the 
^ng,  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Loire.  Danton  alone 
fupported  Dumouriez,  and  oppofed  this  cowardly 
ftep,  calculated  only  to  increafe  the  courage  of  the 

'  RoIan4*t  Appeali  Tol.  i.  p.  94,  95.  f  Sec  MaRat. 
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enemy,  throw  defpair  amongft  the  people,  and 
promote  the  plan  of  a  federal  republic,  to  which 
the  Girondifts  had  begun  again  to  dired  their 
views.  Kerfaint,  in  fupport  of  the  propofed  re- 
moval, affeded  to  demonftrate  that,  in  a  fortnight, 
the  king  of  Pruflia  would  fup  at .  the  Tuilleries. 
Danton  over-ruled  every  argument.  "  I  have 
*'  brought  my  mother  to  Paris,"  he  exclaimed ; 
*'  flie  is  feventy  years  of  age ;  Ihe  and  my  two 
**  children  arrived  yefterday.  Sooner  than  fee  the 
*'  Pruflians  enter  this  city,  my  family  fhall  perifh 
**  with  me.  Twenty  thoufand  torches  fhall  reduce 
**  Paris  to  a  heap  of  alhes.  Take'  care,  Roland, 
*'  how  you  talk  of  flight,  and  tremble  left  the  people 
*•  (hould  hear  you.'*  Roland  fliook  with  fear  and 
anger  at  the  fuperior  afcendancy  of  Danton;  the 
fcheme  was  abandoned,  and  Dumouriez  reinforced  \ 
Prepara.  It  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  fecure  for  his 
^Iffiicre*  P^^^y>  if  poffible,  a  majority  in  the  national  con- 
vention  :  to  effeft  this  Danton  fpared  no  exertions ; 
he  fpread  the  doftrines  which  he  wiflied  to  be  adopted 
through  the  country,  by  means  of  innumerable  and 
clamorous  agents ;  the  flackencd  attendance  of  the 
Girondifts  at  the  Jacobins,  confirmed  the  afcendancy 
of  Robefpierre,  who  was  his  fworn  friend  ;  and  the 
affiliated  focieties  throughout  the  departments  em- 
braced with  zeal  the  caufe  of  the  leaders  in  Paris. 
The  fums  Danton  was  enabled  to  draw  from  the 
treafury,  and  thofe  which  hope  or  fear  induced  Or- 
leans to  contribute,  were  ftill  infufficient  for  all  his 
purpofes.  A  great  exploit  muft  be  performed,  in 
which  it  was  neceffary  to  unite  every  attainable  in- 
fluence, to  counterpoife  the  fplenetic  oppofition  of 
thofe  who  were  not  intended  to  partake  the  benefit 
of  the  plot.  Ever  fmce  the  loth  of  Auguft  the 
prifons  of  Paris  had  been  filling  with  perfons  arretted 

k  See  the  Life  of  General  Dumouriez,  vol.  iii.  p,  %Si,  a88»    Ca- 
mille  Dern)ouUn»'8  Hiftory  of  the  biiflbtineti  p«  to. 
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on  various  charges  of  counter-revolutionary  ihten* 
tions ;  and  many  had  been  Ihut  up  from  motives  of 
perfonal  diflike,  or  from  no  other  motive  but  the  re- 
putation of  being  rich,  or  becaufe  they  were  or  had 
been   priefts.      The   means  of  incarceration   were 
greatly  increafed  by  a  meafure  refulting  from  a  pro- 
pofal  of  Danton  to  the  affembly  j    he  had  propofed 
to  equip  a  volunteer  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men, 
who  ihould  fally  forth  from  Paris  to  meet  the  enemy^ 
To  obviate  the  difficulty  of  fupplying  them  with 
arms,  he  propofed  that  individuals  who  poffeiTed, 
fliould  be  compelled  to  furnilh  them ;  and  for  this 
purpofe  domiciliary  vifits  were  direfted  to  be  made. 
In  the  courfe  of  thefe  irruptions  into  the  dwellings  of 
individuals,  many  were  carried  to  prifon  without  the 
allegation  of  a  crime,  merely  becaufe  -their  perfonal 
property  tempted  the  avarice,  or  their  talents  or 
loyalty  excited  fear  in  the  parties  of  Orleans  or  of 
Danton.     Arrefts  were  executed  in  all  quarters  ;  in 
the  houfes,  ftreets,  fquares,  gardens.     The  hackney- 
coaches,  and  the  foldiers  at  the  command  of  the 
officers  of  juftice,  were  tQo  few  for  the  purpofe  of 
taking  all  the  perfons  pointed  out  into  cuftody,  and 
of  conveying  them  to  the  prifons  *.     That  the  in- 
tended maffecre  of  the  prifoners  was  known  to  fome 
of  them,  is  obvious  from  the  condufl:  of  the  unfor- 
tunate Chantereine,  who  ftjibbed  himfelf  in  prifon, 
affigning  that  as  a  reafon^.     The  priefts  and.  ex* 
nobles  were  given  to  underftand  that  it  was  in  con-  • 
templation  to  tranfport  them  to  the'  coaft  of  Africa, 

I  have  alwayt  conddered  Danton  a  principnl  contriver  of  the  maC* 
lacres  of  the  prisoners.  Garat  alone  argues  feebly  againlt  ii  j  M«« 
^oin,  p.  236.  but  on  the  other  fide  fee  Peltier's  hte  Figure  of  Paris, 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  230.  26S.  279.  47S.  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  voU  iii. 
P»»  10.  Pag.es,  vol.  ti.  p. 479.  Playfair*s  Hillory  of  Jaco^iniim, 
P'503>  Roiand^s  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  93*  and  mofl  of  the  Hiliories. 
Por  the  manner  in  which  the  prifons  were  filled,  Danton*8  speeches 
ami  motions  to  obtain  the  decrees.  SeeGarai**  Memorrs,  p.  25.  Pel- 
^ier*8laie  Pifture  of  Paris,  vol,  ii.  p.  270.  209.  and  the  debates  in  the 
aflembly.  i      ^       >:f 

^  St.  Meard's  Agony,  p.  10. 
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and  in  that  perfuafion  colleded  as  many  of  their  vz* 
luables  as  they  could,  to  procure  fuch  comforts  as 
their  fudden  expatriation  would  permit*    Danton 
fent  for  lifts  of  the  prifoners  as  early  as  the  26th  of 
Auguft  ;  and  Manuel  attended  at  the  prifons  daily, 
to  number  and  call  over  the  prifoners;  and  en- 
couraged them  to  colled  their  property,  by  an  am- 
biguous declaration  that  they  would  be  libcnted  the 
fecond  of  September '. 
sdSept.        That  day  was  fixed  for  the  mufter  of  the  levies 
Horrible     intended  to  be  fent  out  of  the  capital  to  meet  the  in- 
Se  priilnii.  vaders ;  they  were  ordered  to  prefent  themfdves  at 
the  Champ  de  Mars  to  be  enroUed,  and  march  from 
thence  in  a  body.    In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  the 
moft  alarming  rqx)rts  were  circulated,  and  the  mod 
fatal  jealoufies  excited.    It  was  aflerted  that  the 
PruiEans  had  taken  Chalons,  and  were  within  ten 
leagues  of  the  gates  of  Paris ;  that  they  were  to  be 
joined  by  an  immenfe  force  in  the  departments,  and 
reinforced  by  a  party  in  the  capital,  who,  as  foon  as 
the  new  levies  had  left  the  city,  were  to  rife,  open 
the  prifons,  and,  being  joined  by  the  prifoners,  to 
perpetrate  many  horrid  cruelties  on  the  patriots,  to 
murder  one^enth  of  the  other  citizens,  and  to  re- 
leafe  the  royal  family,  and  reinftate  the  king  in  the 
plenitude  01  his  priftine  power.    At  one  o'clock  the 
cannon  were  fired,  the  tocfin  founded,  the  baniers 
ihut,  and  the  country  proclaimed  to  be  in  danger. 
The  citizens,  panic-ftruck,  and  torpid  with  furprife, 
retired  to  their  places  of  abode,  while  a  prepared 
band  of  ruffians  went  to  the  various  prifons,  where  . 
they  commenced  a  fcene  which  will  form  an  eternal 
ftigma  on  the  nation.    They  maffacred  in  cold  blood, 
one  by  one,  a  number  of  priefts,  and  Swifs  officers, 
who  were  confined  at  the  Cannes^  and  other  prifons  j 
they  inftituted  in  each  prifon  a  pretended  court  of 
juftice,  compofed  of  felf-conftitu ted  judges,  many  of 

I  PeJtier*t  latePiAure,  Tol.ii.  p.  930. 
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them  foreigners,  and  many  more  who  could  not 
read ;  thefe  ruffians  ordered  the  execution  of  almoft 
every  perfon  who  was  brought  before  them,  and  it 
was  the  melancholy  employment  of  thofe  confined^ 
and  who  were  expefting  their  fate,  to  examine  the  ' 
various  modes  of  receiving  the  ftroke  of  death,  and 
calculate  in  which  pofition  it  appeared  to  give  leaft 
pain,  or  occafioned  the  fmalleft  ftruggles.  The  fen- 
tence  of  acquittal  pronounced  in  favour  of  forae  was 
drowned  in  the  yell  of  the  exterminators  around  the 
doors,  and  they  were  inhumanly  butchered.  The 
fame  fate  awaited  fome  who  attended  as  witneflfes^ 
but  whofe  terrors  overcoming  their  prefence  of 
mind,  were  murdered  amongft  the  viftims  they 
came  to  refcue.  Thefe  horrible  fcenes  continued 
the  whole  of  the  fecond  and  third  of  September  $ 
fome  of  the  minifters,  and  fome  members  of  the 
affembly,  exerted  themfelves  to  procure  their  termi-* 
nation,  but  in  vain.  The  minifter  of  juftice  re- 
mained  filent,  and  Santerre  the  commandant  of  the 
national  guard  inaftive.  Does  this  partial  interfer- 
ence in  the  minifters  and  the  affembly,  or  this  torpid 
indifference  in  the  citizens  of  Paris,  acquit  them  of 
culpability  in  the  tranfaftion  ?  Certainly  not.  It 
was  the  duty  of  the  affembly  to  have  fent  members 
into  the  feftions  to  exhort  the  people  to  rife  and 
prevent  the  progrefs  of  fuch  horrid  fcenes  ;  the  mi* 
nifters  fhould  have  impeached  and  fuperfeded  fuch 
of  their  colleagues  as '  remained  deaf  to  their  calls  ; 
and  finally,  if  the  citizens  of  Paris  perfevered  in 
their  criminal  inaftivity,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  le* 
giflature  to  have  divided  into  proper  portions,  to 
have  repaired  to  the  fcenes  of  riot  and  murder,  and 
made  a  rampart  of  their  bodies^  for  the  proteftion  of 
the  unfortunate  viftims.  But  that  could  not  be  J 
the  Rolandifts  were  not  forty,  whatever  they  might 
affeft,  to  learn  the  deftruftion  of  the  ex^priefts  and 
Swifs  officers,  and  fome  of  them  were  not  difpleafedi 
at  the  profpe£t  of  fuccefs  to  the  views  of  Orleans* 
VOL.  I.  y  A  great 
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A  great  portion  of  the  members  of  the  legiflative 
affcmbly  were  devoted  to  him,  and  a  ftill  greater  to 
thofe  who  were  enriching  themfelves  by  the  fpoils  of 
the  viftims.  The  prifons  were  at  length  emptied, 
tod  the  aflaifins  fatiated  with  blood  and  plundeir. 
Befides  thofe  whom  the  contagion  of  the  example, 
and  the  extenfion  of  the  plan  of  murder  into  the 
departments,  and  whom  private  animofity,  in  Paris, 
deprived  of  life,  upwards  of  five  thoufand  perfons, 
According  to  the  moft  moderate  accounts,  (though 
fome  fay  as  many  as  eight  thoufand,)  were  facri- 
ficed  during  thefe  days  of  horror  and  indelible 
infamy  ". 

The 


«i  The  account  of  the  proceedings  on  thefe  days  is  to  be  found 
in  all  the  Hiftories  and  Journals.  See  a^fo  Peltier^s  late  Piaure 
of  Paris,  vol.  ii.  p.  »34.  S3S.  318.  St.  Meard*s  Agony,  paffim. 
Moore's  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  303,  and  in  various  places  to  the  end  of 
the  volume.  Play  fair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  4.89.  Garat's  Me- 
moirs, p.  15.  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  %i%.  And  fee 
Briflbt  a  tons  les  Kepubiicains,  p.  187,  and  p.  119,  where  BrifFor, 
ai)Fe6\ing  to  exculpate  himfelf  and  his  friends,  mentions  the  events  of 
the  lecond  of  September  in  thefe  words  1 

<•  As  to  the  events  of  the  ad  of  Septemjber,  I  will  prove,  rf  I  am 
**  again  called  on  to  fpeak  of  that  dreadful  day,  which  I  probahly 
•*  may,  I  will  prove  that  they  had  no  connexion  with  the  glorious  revo* 
«*  Itttiom  0/  the  10th  of  jtuguft  }  I  will  prove  that  they  were  not  neceiTary 
<*  to  confirm,  that  they  could  onl^  tend  to  diihonor  it,  and  that  they 
"  would  have  entirely  deltroycd  its  efFefts,  if  the  views  of  the  pro- 
**  jeftors  had  been  fully  anfwcred,  I  will  prove  that  thofe  atrocious 
«  fcenes  were  not  the  offspring  of  chance,  or  of  a  fpontaneous  fenti- 
**  ment  in  the  people  ^  that  they  were  devifed  and  prepared  in  the  ca- 
**  binet  ;  thnt  the  parts  were  diftributed ;  that  commiflions  of  judges 
«*  and  executioners  were,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  regularly  iflued } 
**  that  the  whole  proceeding  was  arranged ;  the  falaries  fixed  j  the 
*'  words  of  order  forefeen  and  communicated  j  the  lifts  of  prifoners 
**  examined,  purified,  (according  to  the  phrafe  of  thefe  barbarians,)  re« 
«  turned  to  the  executioners  with  fuch  marks  as  (hould  prevent  the 
*'  poffibility  of  miftake)  and  that  when  doubtful  cafes  occurred,  the 
••judges  referred  to  the  fupreme  regulators  of  the  maffacre.'* 

On  this  point,  Brifibt  has* a  note.  '*  The  following  was  attefted  to 
«  me  »s  a  iafl :  One  of  thefe  executioner- judges  was  puzzled  at  ths 
*'  Abbaye  nfytfi'ing  the  fate  of  a  prifoner,  whofe  defcription  did  not 
**  tally  with  his  appearance,  nor  was  his  name  the  fame  as  had  been 
**  gfven  in.  He  made  the  unhappy  man  fland  afide,  while  he  (ent  to 
**  confult  with  the  committee  of  infpe6lion,  from  vihom  the  fatal  de- 
<•  cree  ^at  expedited  in  thefe  words  i  <  It  is  the  very  man.    Set 
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lilc  conduft  of  DiuitcMi  during  thefe  tranfitdions  Conduaof 
Was  fiich  as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  nis  being  a  prin-  *"***"• 
dpal  contriver  of  them ;  the  alarm  of  intended 
afiailination  was  fpread  amongft  the  prifoners  on  the 
morning  of  the  ad  of  September,  and  their  friends 
made  applications  to  the  miniftry,  and  pointedly  to 
the  miniiier  of  juftice,  coming  out  of  the  council 
chamber,  for  an  armed  force  fufficient  for  their  pro*i 
tedion }  his  anfwer  was,  "  The  devil  take  the  pri* 
"  foners ;  what  care  I  what  becomes  of  them "  ?** 
The  events  of  thefe  days  fully  anfwered  his  purpofe ; 
terror  reprefled  his  enemies,  and  the  command  of 
money  and  power  he  had  acquired  enabled  him  and 
his  party  to  procure  the  return  of  a  great  proportion 
of  the  members  of  the  convention "",  to  retain  a 
great  number  of  joumaUfts  and  party  writers,  and 
to  excite,  at  pleafure,  riots  in  the  capital  or  in  the  de« 
partments.  For  fome  time  previous  to  the  2d  of 
September,  he  had  abfented  himfelf  from  Roland's 
cabinet  parties,  and  was  confefTedly  forming  a  cabai 
againft  him ;  he  encouraged  the  attacks  made  by 
Marat,  and  it  is  even  aflerted  that  he  endeavoured 
to  get  Roland  arrefted,  and  confequently  aflaifinat* 
ed  on  that  day '. 

*'  HIM  free/  It  is  known  that  this  was  the  watchword  for  mar* 
«'der." 

Briflbt  then  proceeds  $  '*  I  will  prove  that  the  people  of  Paris  had 
**  no  (hare  in  thefe  atrocities  worthy  of  cannibals;  that  it  is  not  troe^ 
"  as  the  decree  of  the  nth  06lobery  wherein  it  is  called  aniv^ortMt  tUyg 
"  calumnioudy  aflerts,  that  it  was  the  b&  of  thirty  thoufand  citizens^ 
"  who  had  repaired  to  the  Champ  de  Mar$  to  be  enrolled,  I  will  prove^ 
**  in  the  face  of  that  decree,  that  the  roalTacre  began  at  two  or  three 
**  o'clock,  at  which  time  there  were  not  a  hundred  citizens  in  the 
*^  Chtn^de  Man\  that  the  maiTacre  preceded  the  enrolment ;  that  all 
''  the  motives  alleged  in  its  juftification  are  abfurd  \  that  precautions 
*'  have  even  been  taken  to  infert  in  the  journals  falfe  and  fabulons  pre<> 
*'  tences  \  that  thefe  horrors  might  have  been  eafily  reprelfed  }  that  the 
^'  maifacres  were  committed  by,  at  moft  a  hundred,  unknown  free* 
*'  hooters,  joined  by  a  few  inhabitants  of  Paris>  who  vti  totbit  dayt 
"  the  deteftation  of  their  fellow-citizens/*  • 

*  Roland^s  Appeal,  vol.i.  p.  loi.  n. 

®  Appel,  &c.  vol.  ii,  p.  (9. 

'  Rohuid*t  Appeal,  yol.  i.  p*  93.  ioe« 
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Member  of     DaxitQii  va$  eleAed  member  of  the  conventioii 
tbe  eon.     fo^  p^rfs  •  he  was  obliged,  in  order  to  take  his  feat 
in  the  legiflature,  to  give  up  his  ftruation  as  mini- 
fter,  but  he  continued  to  exercife  the  functions,  prcv 
viflonally,  till  a  new  minifter  fhould  be  appointed. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  he  had  formed  the  projeft 
a4thSept.  of  retaiiung  both  fituations,  as  he  objeded  to  tJie 
nfe  of  the  word  fi-devant  in  a  report  where  he  was 
mentioned.     He  alleged,  that,  notwithftanding  bis 
being  a  deputy,  he  was  a  minifter  in  every  fenfe  of 
the  word,  till  a  new  one  was  appointed,  adding, 
that,  by  tbe  convocation  of  a  national  convention^  tbe 
people  had  abrogated  all  former  laws^     This  fophiftry 
sotb  oa.  was  not  attended  with  fuccefs,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  refign  his  minifterial  charafter,  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  Garat "».     He  acquired  great  additional  po- 
pularity by  his  motion  made  the  firft  day  the  con- 
vention affembled,  "  That  the  conftitution,  when 
••  decreed,  (hould  be  fubmitted  to  the  people  in  the 
**  primary  affemblies  ;**  and  by  another  made  the 
day  after,  "  that  the  people  had  a  right  to  choofe 
•*  judges,  and  that  without  reftriftion  as  to  education 
Hisexcr-  **  or  profeffion.**  His  rancor  againft  Roland  produced 
*»o",*         many  motions,  fpeeches,  and  efforts,  tending  to  de- 
Roland,     ftroy  the  popularity  of  that  minifter,  and  to  procure 
his  expulfion  from  office-     Being  obliged  to  refiga 
his  own  place  in  adminiftration,  he  endeavoured  to 
prevail  on  Roland  to  do  the  fame,  in  hopes  after- 
wards to  have  invalidated  his  eleftion ;    but  this 
fcheme  was  fruftrated  by  the  penetration  of  the  mi- 
nifter's  friends,  and  the  majority  they  poffeffed  in 
the  convention  \     It  was  propofed  by  his  party,  that 
Roland  fliould  be  invited  to  retain  his  feat  in  the 
convention  as  well  as  his  place  of  minifter.    This 
Danton  oppofied  with  all  his  eloquence,  and  with 
all  the  acrimony  he  could ;  he  even  defcended  fo 

^  Mercure  Francois,  N^  du  6  Oflobre  179*,  p«  (• 
r  Koljuid'a  Appeal,  vol«  i.  p*  115. 
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low  as  to  make  a  perfonal  allufion  to  madame  Ro- 
bnd  ;  but  this  was  fo  ill  received  that  the  motion 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  carried  had  it 
not  been  fuggefted  by  Cambon,  that  in  fo  doing  tlie 
affembly  would  weaken  the  refpohfibility  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  who  himfelf  wrote  to  the  convention,  the 
next  day,  declining  his  feat '. 

Danton  did  not  confine  hi^  vindiftive  exertions  to  and  gene- 
Roland  ;  general  Montefquieu  was  alfo  an  objeft  of  tefq^eu.' 
them  ;  but  his  fucceffes  baffled  for  a  time  the  malice  24th  Sept. 
of  his  turbulent  adverfary,  who  not  content  with 
giving  inftruftions  to  one  of  his  officers  to  piftol  him 
if  he  made  the  leaft  retrograde  movement,  caufed  a 
motion  to  be  made,  and  fupported  it  with  his  ufual 
pertinacity,  that  the  general  had  loft  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,    and  fliould  be  difmiffed  from  his 
command  ^ 

His  whole  attention,  however,  comld  not  be  em-  is  hihifeif 
ployed  in  making  attacks  ;  he  was  obliged  to  defend  *"*^ 
himfelf  and  friends  againft  the  accufations  of  others. 
The  project  of  fetting  up  a  diftator,  or  vefting  the 
government  of  the  country  in  a  triumvirate,  which 
was  imputed  to  him  and  Robefpierre,  and  the  eva- 
fion  of  an  inquiry  into  the  maffacres  in  the  prifons, 
were  the  fubjedts  of  much  trouble  to  him  in  the 
convention  and  in  the  clubs ;  but  his  addrefs  and  po- 
pularity, aided  by  the  fears  of  the  BrifTotines  to 
prefs  matters  too  far,  and  the  audacity  and  aftivity 
of  Marat,  triumphed  over  every  difficulty.  He  was 
one  of  the  committee  for  forming  the  new  conftitu- 
tion ",  and,  on  the  refignation  of  Petion,  ftood  can- 
didate for  the  mayoralty  of  Paris,  but  obtained  only 
fixty-feven  fuffrages  '♦ 

•  For  thefe  and  bis  other  motions,  fpeeches,  and  exertions  againft 
Poland,  fee  Debates,  and  Moore's  JournaJ,  vol.  ii.  p,  192,  1954  24.1^ 

'  Debates.     See  alfo  Moore's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  47  to  53. 
"  Sec  Debates,  and  Modre's  Journal,  vol.  ii.  pailim. 
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Hit  elo- 
quence* 


Danton  poffefled  a  great  fund  of  natural  do* 
quence,  which  fupplied  the  defefts  of  education, 
and  enabled  him  often  bv  a  powerful  exertion  to 
daih  to  pieces  the  flimfy  Itrudure  of  Briflbtine  de- 
damationa.  They  brought  ready-made  fpeeches  to 
the  convention,  and  read  them  in  the  tnbune  with 
an  aflFe&ed  grace.  He,  afting  from  the  impulfe  of 
the  moment,  obeying  the  dictates  of  his  impetuous 
paffioHs,  and  yielding  to  the  fury  of  his  gigantic  cpn- 
cepdons,  poured  forth,  in  unadorned  language,  thofe 
ilupendous  and  terrific  ideas  which  infiifed  into  his 
hearers  all  the  paOipns  by  which  he  himfelf  was  agir 
tated,  and  produced  all  the  mod  daring  exertions 
which  marked  the  revolution.  He  never  wrote  or 
printed  a  difcourfe  ^,  but  the  audacity  of  his  concep* 
tions,  the  terror  of  his  countenance^  and  the  thunder 
of  his  voice,  left  on  the  mind  thofe  impreflions 
which  no  prepared  eflFufions  could  eradicate.  He 
pbflefled  this  gift  of  extempore  delivery  in  common 
with  Mirabeau,  whom  he  is  faid  to  have  chofen  as 
a  model  *.  His  chief  charaflerifUc  was  decifion ; 
he  fcomed  a  compromife.  Ever  occupied  about 
great  achievements,  he  did.  not  ftoop  to  minute 
points,  but  was  fo  impetuous  ii^  his  career,  that  had 
his  advice  been  followed,  France  muft  have  plunged 
into  a  war  with  all  Europe,  and  rejefted  every  at- 
ftSth  5ept.  tempt  at  conciliation,  He  was,  I  believe,  the  firft 
Hatred  of  ^^p^  j^  the  hall  of  the  legiflature,  declared  that  the 
"^^^  (Convention  ought  to  confider  themfelves  the  enemies 
pf  royal  power.  Thefe  were  fome  of  ^  his  expref- 
fions :  ^*  At  the  fame  time  that  we  giye  liberty  to 
^*  neighbouring  patipns,  we  ought  to  fay  to  them, 
**  You  muft  have  no  more  kings ;  for,  while  we 
^*  ^re  furrounded  by  tyrants,  their  coalition  might 
^'  endanger  our  liberty.- — When  the  French  nation 
^^fint  us  hither  ^s  deputies^  they  created  a  grand  cm- 
*'  piittee  of  the  general  injur  region  of  all  people  againjl 
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*<  all  the  kings  in  the  univerfe\^*  He  repeated  a  fimi-  »4th  Oft. 
lar  fentiment  in  the  Jacobin  club,  when  Dumouriez 
made  his  appearance  there  after  the  retreat  of  the 
king  of  Pruflia.  "  Under  your  direftion,  the  re- 
*'  publican  pike  fhall,  every  where,  break  the  regal 
*'  fceptre,  and  thrones  fliall  vanifli  before  the  red 
^*  cap  with  which  this  fociety'has  honoured  you  ^." 

With  thefe  fentiments,  it  may  naturally  be  fup-  Conduft 
pofed  that  he  was  very  aftive  in  promoting  the  trial  ^^^^^\^ 
of  the  unfortunate  Louis.     Briffot  tells  us,  that  two 
or  three  months  before  that  event,  Danton  enter- 
tained no  intention  of  bringing  him  to  the  fcafFold, 
but  told  Guadet,  Petion,  and  ten  others,   befides 
Briffot  himfelf,  that  he  thought  imprifonment  the 
moft  proper  and  politic  determination  *".     I  think  it 
very  improbable,  confidering  the  violent  animofity 
which  fubfifted  between  Danton  and  the  Briffotine 
faftion,  at  the  period  alluded  to,  confidering  the  fe- 
verity  with  which  he  was  treated  in  Briffot's  paper  % 
and  his  competition  with  Guadet  for  the  prefident- 
fliip  of  the  convention*,  that  he  fhould  have  dif-  isthoa, 
clofed  to  any  of  thefe  perfons  his  private  fentiments 
on  any  fubjeft.     He  was  one  of  the  moft  ardent  in 
forwarding  the  trial,  and  aftually  made  a  motion  30th  Not. 
that  the  convention  ihould  employ  themfelves  upon 
it  without  intermiffion  till  it  was  brought  to  a  con- 
chifion  ^     His  difpofition  on  this  fubjeft  was  fo  well 
known,  that  it  created  general  furprife  when  be  ac- 
cepted the  office  of  commiffioner,  and  went,  before 
the  trial,  to  fuperintend  the  army  in  Belgium.     This  kJ'*?*^*^* 
circumftance,  however,  is  thus  accounted  for.     M.  tra'nd't 
Bertrand,  who  had  then  retired  to  England,  fearing  ^^ttcr, 
the  ill  eflfeiSs  of  the  violence  and  inveteracy  difplayed 

*  Debates.     Moore**?  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.  6i. 

*  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettans,  vol.  i.  p.  51*     Moore's  Journal;, 
vol.  ii.  p.  158. 

^  BtiflTot  a  fes  Comrnettans,  p.  18.  n. 

*  M«ore*s  Journal,  vol.  ii.  p.' 435. 

*  Debates.     Political  State,  vol.  ii.  p.  659. 

^  Dpb^tes.    Mercure  Fran9ois,  Nodu  S  Decembre  17924  piyXoS. 
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by  Danton,  wrote  him  a  letter,  ftating,  that  among 
the  papers  received  from  M.  de  Mommorin,  diere 
was  one  containing  an  account  of  the  fums  received 
by  Danton  from  the  civil  lift,  for  what  fervices,  and 
by  whofe  hands ;  that  a  letter  of  Danton's  own  writ- 
ing would  prove  the  faft ;  and  threatening,  unlefs 
he  behaved  on  the  king's  trial  as  became  a  man  fo 
well  paid,  he  would  communicate  the  papers  in  his 
poffeflion  to  the  convention,  and  have  them  placard- 
ed in  every  ftreet  in  Paris.     M.  de  Bertrand,  it  is 
true,  had  feen  the  papers  in  queftion,  but  never  had 
them  in  his  poffeflion.     By  this  pious  deceit,  how- 
ever,  he  filenced  one  of  the  king's  moft  tremendous 
adverfaries  '.     Danton  returned  from  the  army  in 
t6th  Jan.  time  to  vote  for  the  king's  death.     On  the  firft  quef- 
'793-        tion  he  barely  faid— "  Guilty  :— Yes,  I  affirm  it." 
He  counterafted  the  effeft  of  the  argument,  that, 
**  as  judges,  no  lefs  than  two-thirds  of  the  conven- 
**  tion  could  form  a  fufEcient  majority  to  condemn," 
by  obferving,  "  That  as  the  convention  reprefented  the 
"  people,  they  ought,  like  them,  tojudgebyanabfo- 
**  lute  majority  :  That  fuch  a  majority  was  fufEcient 
**  to  decide  the  queftion  of  war,  or,  in  other  words, 
**  the  condemnation  of  many  thoufands."     He  com- 
bated the  appeal  to  the  people,  and  voted  for  death, 
with  execution  of  the  fentence  in  twenty-four  hours. 
This  muft  have  been  a  period  of  dreadful  agitation 
to  Danton  ;  for  between  the  fear  of  M.  Bertrand's 
threatened  publication,    and  that  of  offending  his 
own  party,  he  muft  have  fuftained  as  much  alarm 
as  he  was  capable  of  feeling. 
Tranfac-        During  their  ftay  in  Belgium,  Danton  and  his 
^ons  in     fellow-commiffioner  la  Croix    praftifed   every  vlo- 
^'"™'    lence  and  excefs,  and  excited  the  inhabitants  of  the 
conquered  territories  to  render  themfelves  worthy  of 
an  union  with  France  by  imitating  the  conduft  of 
that  country,  by  eftablifhing  the  guillotine,  and  by 

$  3jertraDd*s  Private  ^fe^noirc,  Vpl.  iii.  p.  231. 
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plundering  the  clergy*.  They  fucceeded  m  fome 
degree,  though  not  to  the  extent  they  wifhed ;  but 
in  another  point,  that  of  felf-aggrandizement,  their 
fuccefs  was  ample  and  fpeedy ;  Danton's  Ihare 
amounted  to  one  million  four  hundred  thoufand 
livres  *,  (61,250/.)  and  the  other  commiffioner,  the 
general,  and  many  more  were  fortunate  in  proportion. 
It  has  been  fuggefted  that  this  profitable  miffion  was 
a  bait  laid  by  Robefpierre  to  enfnare  Danton,  of  whom 
he  began  to  be  jealous,  by  means  of  his  avarice  *". 

After    the  king's  execution,    Danton   employed  and  Jn  xht 
himfelf    in   forwarding  the  operations  of  the  war,  <^.o"veo- 
and  in  promoting  the  views  of  his  party.     To  Dan- 
ton are  owing  thofe  grand  military  expedients  which 
have  aftonifhed  all  mankind;  the  rifing  en  majfe^ 
the  requifition,  and  the  liberation  of  debtors  to  re- 
cruit the  armies.     The  revolutionary  tribunal,  the 
revolutionary  army,  and  the  revolutionary  commit- 
tees, likewife  owed  their  organization  to  his  genius  ^ 
The  defertion  of  Dumouriez  produced  an  accufation  i  ft  April, 
againft  him,  founded  on  the  friendftiip  known  to  |[|>Vnc€d, 
fubfift  between  him  and  that  general,  and  their  con-  '   . 

neftion  with  Orleans.  The  charge  was  conduced 
by  la  Source  ;  but  Danton,  by  ingenioufly  convert- 
ing  the  arguments  of  criminality  againft  the  Briffot- 
ines,  fecured  the  favor  of  the  Mountain  and  the 
galleries,  and  was  acquitted"".  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  Danton  was  long  a  violent  partifan  of 
Orleans,  and,  even  in  the  myfterious  confpiracy  of  .  * 

the  loth  of  March,  had  aflifted  at  the  cabinet 
councils  of  Charenton  ;  but  the  impenetrable  ob- 
fcurity  in  which  that  aflFair  is  involved,  leaves  it  to- 
tally doubtful  at  what  precife  period  he  abandoned 
his  firft  patron ". 

^  Life  of  General  Dumouriez,  vol.  iii.  p.  376.  4.09.  426, 

*  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  88.   i»8. 

^  Eiat  de  la  France,  par  M.  de  Montg^iHard,  p.  67. 

^  Idem,  p.  67.     Gaiaf  8  Memoirs,  p.  240.     Debates.     Hi^ories. 

™  Debates.     Political  State,  vol.  iii.  p.  471. 

^  Garat*s  Memoirs^  p.  170, 
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Hit  con-        Although  Danton  was  a  ftrenuous  mountaioeer, 

ttfd8*th«  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  entered  fully  into  the 
Briflbt*  views  of  Robefpierre  and  Marat  againft  the  oppoQng 
•"«••  party.  Garat  attributes  this  to  an  extreme  tender* 
nefs  and  humanity ;  qualities  little  to  be  expeded  in 
Danton^  It  was  at  one  time  propofed  to  him  that 
the  perfons  whofe  animofities  hindered  the  conven-- 
tion  from  attending  to  the  public  good,  ihould  retire  ; 
he  acceded  to  the  propofition  with  tranfport,  but 
when  it  was  mentioned  by  Barrere  in  the  legiflature 
he  afforded  no  countenance  to  the  motion.  His 
conduft  certainly  was  equivocal,  and  betrayed  feme 
fymptoms  of  a  wifh  to  return  to  virtue  and  modera«» 
tion,  which  prevented  the  more  violent  Jacobins  from 
intrufting  him  with  the  full  extent  of  their  views, 
jift  May.  He  was  given  to  underftand  that  Briffot  and  Gen- 
fonne  only  were  meant  to  be  deftroyed  by  the  in* 
furreftion  then  in  agitation ;  and  when  he  came  to 
the  hall  of  the  convention  the  day  it  was  carried 
into  effeft,  he  anfwered  Garat,  who  interrogated 
him  as  to  its  objeft,  that  nothing  was  intended  but 
the  deftruftion  of  a  few  printing  preffes  *'.  In  the 
progrefs  of  the  conteft,  when  Henriot  refufed  to 
permit  the  members  to  leave  the  hall,  he  difplayed 
the  moft  violent  indignation,  and  denounced  ven- 
geance on  the  head  of  the  ruffian  p. 
Exarain*.  From  tl^is  period  Danton  gave  way  to  his  natural 
▼iews.  "*  indolence  and  love  of  luxury.  He  refided  princi- 
pally at  Arcis?fur-Aube,  in  a  ftyle  which  convinced 
every  one  that  he  was  z/ans  calotte  only  in  name  '• 
He  is  faid  to  have  been  fhocked  at  the  progrefs  of 
Robefpierre's  crimes,  and  the  duration  of  the  revo- 
lutionary government,  and  to  have  meditated  a  new 
fyftem  in  which  perfonal  animofities  fhould  have 
been  forgotten,  and  the  Mountain  and  Plain  unite4 


•  Carat's  Memoirs,  p.  174.   177.  153,  »34., 

P  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  i.  p.  74.. 

5  Briffot  a  fcs  Commcttans,  p.  32,  135,    Roland's  Appeal,  &c. 
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for  the  beneiSit  of  the  republic '.    This  account  h 
not   w^ithout   fome  appearance   of  probability,   for 
though  Danton,  in  compliance  with  the  fafliion  of  the 
times,  was  as  vioknt  as  ever  in  his  language  when 
he   ipoke    in    public,    yet  many   of   his  turbulent 
fpeeches  contained  njercifiil  fentiments ;  and  though 
he  ftrengthened  the  powers  of  the  two  committees, 
he  feems  to  have  entertained  a  wifli  tp  mitigate  their 
feverities.     But  thefe  are  mere  conjeftures,  for  his 
condudb  was  fo  mixed  that  little  of  his  pofitive  views 
can  be  determined ;  and  the  reports  of  friends,  or 
of  perfons  lef§  informed,  refpefting  intentions  not 
vifibly  demonftr^ted,  muft  be  received  with  extreme 
caution.     He  promoted  the  cruelties  and  injuftice  31ft  Aug^ 
pradtifed  on  the  merchants  of  Marf^illes,  and  was  4 
ftreniious  advocate  for  rigor  in  moft  departments  of 
the  admii^iftration.     On  the  other  hand,  he  was  an  5th  Feb, 
advocate   for   the  gradual,   inftead   of  too   fudden  '794- 
abolition  of  flavery ;    fpoke   in  favor   of  allowing  izA  Nor, 
falaries  to  the  priefts,  who,   having  abjured  their  '793f 
(acerdotal  charafter,  were  true  republicans ;  and  of  »3<J  Feb. 
mitigating  the  feverities  againft  exynobles  '.  '^^** 

Whatever    might    lie    his   views    refpe6J:ing    his  Enmity 
country,  he  does  not  feem  to  have  entertained  any  pjerre.   ' 
animoiSty  againft  Ropefpierre  ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
moft  perfeft  union  appeared  to  fubfift  between  them. 
Danton  had  attempted,  like  Mirabeau,  to  obtain  a  9*^  ^*'"' 
decree  for  uniting  the  minifterial  to  the  legiflative 
pharafter ;  in  this  he  was  not  fupported  by  Robef- 
pierre,  and  failed ;  but  when  he  was  accufpd  of  being  «ft  Ap"'» 
an  acconiplice  of  Dumouriez,  and  on  another  occa-  ^Jft^Aug, 
fiou,  when  a  letter  fuppofed  to  be  his,  but  apparently  1793- 
fabricated  by  the  fugitive  Briffotines,  was  read  in  the 
convention,   Robefpierre    defended  and    applauded 
)iim\     Yet  in  fecret   Robefpierre  is  faid  to  have 

^  Garsf  s  Memoirs,  p.  ^42,  343,  244.     See  alfo  Pag^s,  vol.  ii. 
f»  203.  504,  Sec, 
*  See  Debafes.     Gar4t*s  Memoirs,  p.  240.  <  See  Debates. 
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envied  and  hated  Danton,  and  to  have  refolved  on 
his  deilruAion  long  before  an  opportunity  prefented 
itfelf  for  carrying  his  projeft  into  effed.  Danton 
ftruggled  very  little  for  the  attainment  of  fupieme 
power,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  vanity  had  its 
fliare  in  influencing  his  forbearance ;  he  was  confcious 
of  the  fuperiority  of  his  own  powers  to  thofe  of  his 
political  rivals,  and  thought  that  he  who  had  been 
fo  inftrumental  in  making,  could  with  equal  eafe 
deftroy  them  when  he  thought  proper,  and  he  fell 
into  the  common  error  of  fancying  popularity  a 
fecure  and  liable  tenure,  of  which  being  once 
poffeffed,  he  could  continue  to  hold  it  without 
exertion  and  in  fpite  of  intrigue  **.  But  Robefpierre, 
who  aimed  at  ruling  alone,  and  who  dr^ded  a 
rival  fo  formidable  as  Danton,  marked  him  for 
deftruftion  long  before  he  permitted  any  figns  of 
his  intentions  to  be  vifible.  He  faw  with  pleafure 
the  attack  made  on  him  by  Hebert,  who  infidioufly 
undermined  his  charafter  by  reprobating  the  rich 
patriots  in  one  of  the  numbers  of  his  Pere  Duchefne''. 
It  was  moft  convenient  to  Robefpierre  to  cutoff 
Hebert  and  his  party  firfl ;  the  fervices  Danton  had 
recently  rendered  him,  and  his  influence  with  the 
public,  as  well  on  account  of  his  fervices,  as  through 
his  party  in  the  convention  and  the  committees, 
prevented  an  immediate  and  undifguifed  attack ;  but 
his  getting  en  mauvaife  odeur  was  a  circumftance 
perfedly  agreeable  to  the  views  of  Maximilian. 
Danton  was  fo  unconfcious  of  what  was  contriving 
againft  him,  fo  wrapt  up  in  enjoyment  and  fecurity, 
that  he  continued  to  cement  the  power  of  his  un- 
grateful and  perfidious  friend,  while  he  was  refo- 
19th  Mar.  lutely  purfuing  his  downfal.  On  the  arreflation  of 
1794-        Fabre  d'Eglantine,  Chabot,  Bazire,  and  Delaunay, 

»  See  Etat  de   la  France,   p.  14.     Pages,  vol,  ii.    p.  173.    Mifs 
W>lliam8*3  Letters  in  1794.,  vol.  ii.  p.  23  and  24.    vol.  iii.  p«  71* 
3(  Koland'i  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  175. 
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\e  pleaded  ftrongly  againft  their  being  heard  at  the 

3ar  of  the  convention,  and  for  the  confidence  of  that 

body  in  the  two  committees.     A  very  few  days  after  30th  Mar. 

he  was  arretted  by  an  emanation  of  the  fame  power ;  17^^'  ^  . 

and  the  motion  of  his  friend  Legendre,  that  he  fhould 

be  heard  at  the  biar,  over-ruled  by  a  repetition  of  the 

fubftance  of  his  own  argument. 

Some   people   have  afferted  ^j  and   a  negligent  His  fall 
compiler  of  an  annual  publication  has  repeated  it  *,  injuriout 
that,  **  a  .fhort  time  before  the  arreft  of  Danton,  an  l^crre. 
"  interview  was  brought  about   between  them  by 
"  the  influence  of  a  common  friend,  in  the  hope  of 
"  effefting  a  reconciliation.     Danton,  after  a  long 
"  converfation,  finding  it  impoflible  to  make  an  im- 
"  preflion  on  his  implacable  rival,  who  heard  him 
"  with  a  look  of  infult  and  malignity,  is  faid  to  have 
**  burft  into  tears,  and  to  have  left  the  room  with 
"  the  prophetic  exclamation,  I  fee  that  my  fete  is 
"  decided,  but  my  death  will  be  your  ruin/'     It 
would  be  too  much  to  affert  that  this  anecdote  is 
entirely  devoid  of  foundation,  but  it  bears  internal 
evidence  of  falfity,  as  it  is  repugnant  to  the  charac- 
ters of  the  two   aftors  in  the  fcene.     It  is  hardly 
poffible  for  any  perfon  who  has  contemplated  the 
conduct  of  Robefpierre,  to  frame  •  an  idea  of  his 
warning  his  viftim,  and  expoftulating  with  him  per- 
fonally  before  he  ftruck.     It  is  almoft  as  impoflible 
to  imagine  Danton  quietly  awaiting  the  meditated 
injury  without  refource  either  in  policy  or  courage, 
abandoned  to  defpair,  and  lamenting  his  fate  with 
tears.     The  fall  of  Danton  did  certainly  contribute 
more  than  all  his  crimes  to  precipitate  Robefpierre 
from  his   eminence*,  by  uniting  through  fear,  re- 
fulting   from   experienced  ingratitude,   a  powerful 
party  in  the  convention  and  the  committees ;  but 

y  Nlifs  Williams's  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  ii.  p.  17, 
«  New  Annual  Regifter  for  17^4,  p.  355, 
*  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierre^  p.  203. 
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Danton  alone,  had   he   obtained  information  of 
the  intended  proceeding,    could   have  rallied  that 
party  around  hig  own  perfon,  divided  the  Jacobins, 
created  an  infurre£tion,  and  have  difputed  the  reins 
of  power  with  the  wary  diftator  himfelf.     He  had^ 
if  we  believe  implicitly  his   declarations  while  in 
prifon,  fome  indireft  uitimation  of  what  was  in  con- 
templation, but  not  fuffident  to  excite  alarm,  or 
induce  immediate  preparation  for  his  defence  ^. 
His  con-        It  18  a  fingularity  well  worthy  to  be  recorded,  that 
OTi^i?       Hebert,  Chaumette,  Robefpierre,  and  Danton,  in 
their  refpeftive  turns,  all  occupied  the  fame  cell  in 
the  Conciergerie.     Hebert  behaved  with  the  utmoft 
feeblenefs,  and  fainted  away.     Robefpierre,  ftretched 
out  on  a  bed,  wounded,  and  in  the  mofl  excruciating 
tortures,  feemed   like  a  man  juft  awaking  from  a 
long  dreamt     Danton  talked  much,  and  affeded 
to  give  an  apophthegmatical  turn  to   his  phrafes, 
hoping  by  the  repetition  of  them  that  they  would 
imprefs  themfelves  on  the  minds  of  the  public,  and 
,     infpire  a  party  to  avenge  his  caufe.     Too  well  ac* 
quainted  with  the  parties  who  had  devoted  him  to 
deftruftion  to  expert  a  fair  trial,  he  bent  to  his  fate 
with  a  good  grace,  and  exerted  himfelf  to  create 
fuch  a  fliare  or  commiferation  and  refpeft  as  might 
excite  and  keep  alive  the  flame  of  revenge.    Yet  it 
was  fufliciently  obvious  he  only  afted  a  part }  there 
was  a  fort  of  cant,  a  glolTy  affeftation  in  what  he  faid^ 
which  never  proceeds  from  the  heart.     "  This  day 
^  twelvemonth,"  faid  he,  "  I  procured  the  inftitu* 
**  tion  of  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  for  which  I  aft 
•*  pardon  of  God  and  man ;  I  did  it,  not  with  a 
**  view  to  its  becoming  the  fcourge  of  humanity, 
•'  but  to  prevent  a  renewal  of  the  fcenes  of  the 
'*  fecond   of    September.^*       Hypocrite!    He  alfo 
launched  out  affeftedly  into  the  praifes  of  a  country 

^  Memoirs  d'un  Detenu,  p.  73. 
,  c  Tableau  des  Pnions  ibus  RobefpieiTe. 
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life,  wifhed  himfelf  a  poor  fiflierman,  declaimed  on 
the  beauties  of  nature,  and  "  babbled  of  green 
'*  fields.*-  All  thefe  things  were  expreflfed  in  his 
ufual  ftyle,  with  a  mixture  of  execrations  and  ob- 
fcenities  **. 

Before  the  revolutionary   tribunal  he  behaved  5th  April 
with  ftern  imperioufnefs :  being  afked  his  name  and  defence 
abode,  he  anfwered  that  his  abode  would  foon  be  a  before  the 
nourehtity,  but  his  name  would  live  in  the  pantheon  [fj^^"' 
of  hiftory.     He  refufed  to  anfwer  interrogatories,  tiibunaU 
unlefs  confronted  by  his  accufers  Barrere  andRobef- 
pierre,  and  amufed  himfelf  while  they  were  putting 
them  to  him,  by  fhooting  paper  bullets  in  the  face 
of  the  prefident.     His  behaviour  animated  Camille 
Definoulins,  and  the  reft  who  were  tried  with  him, 
except   Fabre  d'Eglantine,  who  was  enfeebled  by 
illnefs   and  overwhelmed  with  fear.     The  prefident 
was  obliged  to  difpatch  a  meffenger  to  the  conven- 
tion, and  obtain  a  decree  empowering  the  jury  to 
pafs  fentence  on  refraftory  prifoners;  but  Robefpierre 
and  Barrere  refufed   to   attend,   on   pretence  that 
there  was  a  plot  to  aflaffinate  them.    Though  Danton 
had  no  hope  of  faving  his  life,  he  made  a  defence 
that  it  might  be  tranfmitted  to  the  public.     In  vain 
the  prefident  endeavoured  to  filence  him,  his  Sten- 
torian   voice    drowned    the    tinkling   of  the    bell. 
"  Prifoner,'*  faid  the  magiftrate,  "  do  you  not  hear 
"  the  bell  l"   «  Prefident,'*  anfwered  Danton,  "  the 
"  voice  of  a  man  defending  his  life  and  charafter 
"  ought  to  filence  your  bell.**     The  people,  unufed 
to  fuch  boldnefs,  expreffed  their  difapprobation  in 
murmurs.      "  People,**    cried  he,    "  fbrm  your 
**  judgment  of  me  when  you  have  heard  me,  what 
"  I  fay  ought  to  Ife  heard,  not  by  you  only,  but  by 
"  all  France  *  j  before  fix  months  are  paft,  you  will 

'  Memoires  d'un  Detenu,  p.  73.   Miff  Williams'*  Letters  in  17949 
Vol.  ii,  p,  ay. 

*  £tat  de  la  France,  p.  76. 
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**  tear  to  pieces  thofe  who  now  fit  in  judgment  on 
"  me,  as  well  as  the  fcoundrels  by  whofe  orders  I 
**  am  brought  to  trial.     They  have  reduced  you  to 
"  flavery,  and  are  now  daily  facrificing  you."    He 
was  at  length  prevailed  on  to  retire,  under  pre- 
tence of  taking  fome  refreftiment,  and,  in  his  ab- 
fence,  condemned  by  virtue  of  the  decree  againit 
contumacious  prifoners,  which  had  been  juft  obtained 
from  the  convention  ^ 
Hisexccu-      Sentence  was  paffed  on  him  at  three  o'clock  ia 
**^*         the  afternoon,   and  at  fix   he  was   carried  to  the 
guillotine*.     He  fubmitted  to  his  fate  with  forti- 
tude, and  even  affefted  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
pleafantry.     He  quibbled  with  Fabre  d*Eglantine, 
the  poet,  on  the  word  vers^  which  fignifies  wmnsy 
as  well  as  verfes.     "  Nous  allons  tous  etre  poetes^  car 
''  nousferons des  vers^^  was  his  pun.     He  converfed 
cheerfully  as   he  fat  in  the  cart  with  his  fellow 
fuflferers,  and  anfwered  the  infults  of  the  mob  by 
looks  of  piercing  contempt  and  indignation.    His 
boldnefs  in  meeting  death  procured  refpeft  and  even 
fympathy,  which  his  general  charafter  would  not 
have  excited,  and  which  was  afliduoufly  kept  alive 
by  thofe  of  his  friends,  who  were  leagued  againft 
the  tyrant  Robefpierre.     They  fpread  with  diligence 
the  report  that  his  bare  head  as  he  went  to  the 
place  of  execution,  refembled  that  of  Socrates  in  the 
antique  gems  ^.     Such  an  affociation  was  a  compli- 
ment to  his  character ;  but  by  the  moft  authentic 
accounts  of  the  philofopher,  it  was  none  to  his 
phyfiognomy. 
Hi*  per-        Damon  was  not  tall  but  broad,  with  lungs  of 
iwlrs  "nd"  ^^commou  ftrength,  and  a  face  marked  by  a  variety 
gsnius.      of  ftrong  and  uncontrolable  paflicms.     Madame  Ro- 

'  For  an  account  of  his  trial,  fee  alfo  New  Annual  Regiftcr  for 
1794,  p.  356,  357,  358.     Political  State  of  Europe,  vol.  vi.  p.  ijl* 
»3S'  *3^-  337-  34-1.     Playfair'a  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifm,  p.  615,  6a6. 
t  Playfair's  Jacobinifm,  p.  599, 
^  Milt  Williams's  Letters  in  1794^  vol.  ii,  p.  30. 
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knd    pourtrays  him  forcibly,  and  though  a  pre- 
judiced reporter,  her  means  of  informarion  were  fo 
good,  and  her  defcription  is  fo  ftrong  as  to  merit 
attention.      "  Contemplating   his    forbidding  and 
"  favage  features,  I  could  not  bring  myfelf  to  affociate 
"  the  idea  of  a  good  man  with  fuch  a  countenance. 
"  I  never  faw  any  thing  that  fo  perfeftly  charac- 
*'  terifed  the  violence  of  brutal  paffions,  and  the 
*'  moft  aftonifhing  audacity,  half  cloaked  under  a 
"  jovial  air,  and  the  affeftation  of  ftanknefs  and  a 
*'  fort   of  fimplicity.      My  imagination  has   often 
*'  figured  to  me  Danton,  with  a  dagger  in  his  hand, 
*'  encouraging   by   his    voice  and  aftion    a    troop 
"  of  aflaffins,  more   timid   or   lefs  ferocious   than 
"  himfelf,  or,  fated  with  crimes,  indicating  his  habits 
"  and  propenfities  by  the  geftures  of  a  Sardanapa- 
"  lus.     I  would  defy  an  expert  painter  not  to  find 
"  in  the  perfon  of  Danton  all  the  requifites  for  fuch 
"  a   compofition  */*       Dr.  Moore's    defcription   is 
equally  forcible,  though  lefs  expanded.     He  com- 
pares him  with  Roland.     "  Danton  is  not.  fo  tall, 
"  but   much   broader   than   Roland ;  his  form  k 
"  coarfe  and  uncommonly  robuft :  Roland's  man- 
"  ner  is  unaffuming  and  modeft,  that  of  Dantoa 
**  fierce  and  boifterous ;  he  fpeaks  with  the  voice     ^ 
"  of  Stentor,  declaims  on  the  bleffings  of  freedom 
"  with  the  arrogance  of  a  tyrant,  and  invites  to 
**  union    and  friendfhip  with    the    frown  of   an 
"  enemy  ^.'*     His   mind   and  genius  are  thus  de- 
lineated by  Garat',   but  fome  allowances  muft  be 
made  for  the  avowed  partiality  of  a  friend,  and  fome 
affertions  which  are  not  hiftorically  true.  "  Danton's 
^'  celebrity  began  in  the  Cordelier  club,  which  he 
"  rendered  famous.     The  great  places  of  the  revo- 
''  lution  were  already  pre-occupied  in  the  fyftem  of 

^  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  %6,  ^  Journal,  vol.  ii,  p.  24a. 

*  MemoirSi  p.  235  to  139. 
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**  liberty  aflbciated  with  a  throne.     Danton,  who 

*'  ftiU  wiflied  for  a  place,  firft  conceived  the  plan  of 

•*  turning  France  into  a  republic.     There  are  two 

•*  ways  which  may  be  taken  in  order  to  accomplifh  a 

•*  great  political  change  in  a  ftate.     Either  the  inno- 

*'  vators   produce  a  change  of  opinion,  which  of 

*'  courfe  changes  powers  and  inftitutions ;  or  they 

•*  overthrow  inftitutions  and   powers,  by  which  a 

■*  confequent  change   of  opinion  is   alfo  efFefted. 

'*  The  firft  way  is  the  longeft,  and  is  to  be  flowly 

**  travelled.     The  fecond  is  not  a  road  but  a  preci- 

*'  pice  to  be  pafled  over ;  it  requires  but  one  bold 

**  leap,  and  but  a  moment  of  time.     It  was  the 

*'  latter  which  beft  fuited  the  boldnefs,  the  fluggifli- 

**  nefs,  the  ardent,  yet  indolent  character  of  Dantoiit 

**  He  began,  therefore,  with  difturbing  and  conr 

"  founding   every  thing.     When  almoft  all  were 

*'  anarchifts  with  grand  views,  requiring  for  their 

•*  inftruments  all  the  paflions  of  the  people ;  Dan- 

**  ton  was  a  greater  anarchift  than  any  one  elfe. 

**  Petty  fucceffes  he  never  contefted  with  any  one, 

**  and  this  was  the  reafon  why  all  concurred  to  aid 

*^  him  in  attaining  the  greateft  fuccefles.     He  had 

**  in  him  fomething  which  I  cannot  defcribe,  but 

**  which  drew  men  about  him,  to  make  therafelves 

**  his  inftruments,   and  to   await  his  orders.    He 

**  was,  if  the  phrafe  may  be  allowed,  a  great  lord  of 

**  the  rabble.     When  you  firft  approached  him,  his 

*'  figure  and  voice  were  terrible.     He  knew  it,  and 

"  was  not  ill  pleafed  with  the  idea;  for  the  more 

**  fear  he  commanded,  fo  much  the  lefs  ill  was  he 

^'  obliged  to  do.     He  had  that  invention,  that  in- 

^*  ftindlive   apprehenfion  of  fhe  great,  which  con- 

f'  ftitutes  genius ;  and  that  filent  circumfpedion  in 

**  which  confifts  the  majefty  of  reafon.     His  imagina- 

^'  tion,  and  that  fpecies  of  eloquence,  an  eloquence 

**  fingularly  adapted  to  his  figure,  his  voice,  and  his 

5f  ftature,  were  thofe  of  a  demagogue.   His  firft  views 
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**  of  men  and  things  were  quick,  correfl:,  and  impartial . 
'^  He  pofleffed  that  folid  praftical  prudence  which 
''  experience  alone  can  confer.  He  knew  hardly 
**  any  thing.  He  did  not  pretend  to  forefee  ;  but  he 
*'  opened  his  eyes  and  beheld.  In  public  affemblies 
*'  he  uttered  fome  exprefEons  which  were  long  re- 
*'  membered.  In  private  company  he  was  filent^ 
'^  and  liftened  with  interefted  attention  when  thofe 
*'  around  him  talked  little,  with  aftoniffiment  when 
"  they  faid  a  great  deal.  He  excited  Camille  Def- 
*^  moulins  to  fpeak :  he  endured  the  prattle  of  Fabre 
"  d*Eglantine.  Such  was  the  man  who  was  almoft 
*'  adored  by  his  friends,  and  whom  his  enemies 
**  ought  to  have  treated  with  that  delicacy  and  for- 
*'  bearance  which  the  interefts  of  the  republic  de-^ 
*'  manded.'* 

The  following  defer iption  of  him,  by  an  anony* 

mous  author  "*,  will  correft  the  partiality  of  Garat, 

and  convey,  in  much  fewer  words,  a  full  reprefenta-. 

tion  of  his  genius  and  charafter.     "  I  do  not  pre- 

''  tend  to  compare  Robefpierre  to  Danton.     The 

"  fir  ft  was  a  fanguinaiy  idiot ;  he  had  the  genius  of 

*'  a  pettifogger,  with  the  foul  of  a  Sylla ;  he  was  a 

"  non-defcript   monfter  for  whom  no  comparifon 

**  can  be  found.     Danton  had  a  very  crooked  mind, 

"  but   he   pofleffed   at   heart   fome    fentiments   of 

"  humanity.     He  had  the  inftinft,  rather  than  the 

'*  genius  of  a  great  man.     His  ideas  were  fo  exag- 

"  gerated  that  he  propofed  to  put  all  ari/locrats  out  oftyth  Maf# 

^  the  prote^iion  of  the  law.     He  concerted  the  revo-  '793' 

"  lutionary  tribunal  and  army,  but  he  direded  none 

"  of  their  operations.     He   was  deftroyed  by  his 

"  own  contrivance,  like  a  child  playing  with  gun* 

"  powder.     He  felt  the  neceflity  of  creating  obr 

*^  ftacles,  and  a  refifting  power,  and  in  that  inftance 

**  difplayed  a  real  greatnefs  of  iinderftanding.     He 

^  Tableau  des  Prifons  foui  Robcfpierrr* 
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"  was  extravagant,  deftruftive,  improvident,  cruel 

^^  in   his   means,  without  regularity  or  forefight; 

**  in  thefe  refpefts  he  was  below  mediocrity,  and  a 

*^  fcourge  of  his  fpecies.     Afraid  that  the  chariot  of 

*•  the  revolution  did  not  proceed   with  fufficieat 

'*  rapidity,  he  kept  conrinually  adding  frefh  horfes, 

**  till  it  was  carried  away  into  an  abyfs,  and  himfelf 

*'  crufhed  beneath  the  wheels.'* 
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/^AMILLE  Defmoulins  was  a  fellow-collegian  of  HUedti€:i« 
^^   Robefpierre ',  and  like  him  a  ftudentof  jurifpru-  "°"» 
dence.    His  fociety  refufed  to  call  him  to  the  bar  after 
he  had  completed  his  ftudies,  and  he  was  in  great  dif- 
trefs  before  the  revolution,    Defmoulins  had  fome  ta- 
lents, a  confiderable  fliare  of  wit,  and  a  knack  at  verfi- 
fying ;  he  gained  a  fubfiftence  by  flattering  miniflers, 
and  occafionally  drew  fcanty  fupplies  from  de  Brienne 
and  Lamoignon  •.    His  abilities  in  this  way  procured 
the  proteftion  of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  employed     »7^?- 
him  for  fpme  time  before  the  capture  of  the  Baftille  by*or-**** 
as  a  coffee-houfe  and  garden  orator  in  the  Palais  leans. 
Royal ''.     He  was  ill  qualified  for  public  fpeaking, 
as  he  had  a  heavy  difagreeable  appearance,  a  pain- 
ful delivery,  a  bad  ear,  and  a  deficiency  of  words  ^. 

He  rendered  his  party  a  remarkable  fervice,  and  i«th  July, 
was  the  founder  of  a  diftindlion  which  the  country  J^"  n!2.**^ 
has  ever  fince  retained.     When  Pepin,  the  hawker,  tional 
was  brought  wounded  into  the  garden  of  the  Palais  «<><=^*^«* 
Royal,  Camille,  taking  advantage  of  the  public  in- 
dignation, leaped  on  a  table,  with  a  piftol  in  each 
hand,  and  cried  to  arms  !  to  arms '  /     He  afterwards 
made  an  harangue,  in  which  he  advifed  the  partifans 

■  Mifs  Wniiaint*s  Letters  in  1794,  vol.  ii.  p.  24.. 

o  Confpiracy  of  RobcfpiciTC,  p.  1*5. 

P  Conjuration  de  il^Orleansy  vol.  i.  p.  221.  Coofpiracy  of  Robe- 
spierre^ p.  126.    Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  15,  17.  172. 

^  Confpiracy  of  Kobefpierre,  p.  ti6. 

'  See  Hiftory  of  the  BriflfotineSy  p.  8.  Moore^s  View^  vol.  ii. 
P*  414.  Pag^s»  vol.  ii.  p.  204..  Lettre  d*un  Francois  a  un  Anglois, 
p*  9,  &c. 
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of  freedom  to  diftinguifh  themfelves  by  a  cockade } 
he  wiflied  them  to  adopt  red  and  blue,  the  colours 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  but  afliamed  to  propofe  it 
direftly,  afked  what  colour  they  would  wear,  yellow, 
red,  blue,  green  ?  Green,  contrary  to  his  expedation, 
was  re-echoed  by  the  multitude,  and  that  being,  as 
he  called  it,  the  colour  of  hope,  was  adopted  for  the 
day  ;  but  on  the  morrow,  when  the  national  guard 
was  formed,  it  was  changed  for  red  and  blue,  to 
which  was  added,  to  avoid  a  demonftration  of  par- 
tiality too  decided,  a  ftripe  of  white*.  . 
Writes  a  After  the  capture  of  the  Baftille  he  became  pro- 
jouroal.  prietor  of  a  journal,  which  he  called  Le  Courier  de 
Brabanty  in  which  he  commenced  the  pra£tice  af- 
terwards more  fuccefsfiilly  purfued  by  Hebert  and 
Marat,  that  of  pointing  out  individuals  to  the  ven- 
geance of  the  mob ;  and  he  aflumed,  at  the  fuggeftion 
of  Mirabeau,  the  ominous  title  of  frocureur  general 
de  la  lanterned  In  this  journal  he  often  displayed 
that  coarfe  kind  of  wit  which  is  beft  adapted  to  the 
intellefts  of  the  vulgar ;  but  his  frequent  denuncia- 
tions were  attended  with  the  mod  baleful  effefts  to 
the  peace  of  fociety,  and  excited  compundion  in  his 
latter  days,  when,  poffefled  of  affluence,  he  looked 
back  with  horror  to  aftions  to  which  he  had  been 
impelled  by  want.  He  was  at  this  period  a  furious 
demagogue ",  intimate  with  the  cabinet  of  the  Fal^ 
Royal,  and  in  the  confidence  of  Mirabeau,  with 
whom  he  paffed  a  whole  fortnight  previous  td  the 
fifth  of  Oftober  \ 

He  was  a  violent  Jacobin  and  Cordelier,  and  car- 
ried the  atrocity  of  his  journal  to  fuch  an  excefs, 
that  Malouet  commenced  a  profecution  againft  him, 
and  denounced  him  to  the  national  allenibly.   When 


•  Conjuration  (\^  d'Qj  leans,  p.  47. 
<    Flay  tail's  Hiltoiy  of  Jacobiniim, 
Jeansy  vol.  ii.  p.  94.     Conlpiracy  oH  B 
"   Fai^es,  vol.  ii.  p.  15. 
'  Hiiioiy  of  the  i^iiilotines,  p.  8.  10. 


.,  p.  105.     Conjuration  de  d'Or* 
Robtrpierrej  p.  i2^« 
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Maloutt  made  his  fpeech,  Defmoulias  took  his  feat 
in   the  gallery  ;  in  the  courfe  of  the  harariguej  Ma- 
louet  apoftrophized  the  delinquent,  and  exclaimed, 
•'  Will  he  dare  to  juftify  himfelf  ?"    Camille,  yielding 
to   the  impulfe  of  the   moment,   and  forgetful  of 
danger,  replied  from  his  feat,    "  Yes,  I  dare  ;**  and 
inftantly   efcaped ;    the    affembly   paffed   a   decree 
againft  him,  which  was,  however,  repealed  the  next 
day.     What   renders   this   incident  remarkable   is, 
that  Malouet's  father,  in  a  caufe  brought  before  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  had  been  (imilarly  apoftrophized, 
and  had  made  the  fame  anfwer  ^.     Defmoulins  was  17th  July 
one  of  the  moft  aftive  promoters  of  the  petition  in  pjf^*^^ 
the  Champ  de  Mars^  which  occafioned  the  calling  out  the  pcti- 
of  the    military,  and  was,   in  confequence  of  that  *''^"'  ^"<J 
tranfaftion,  obliged  to   feek  refuge  at  Marfeilles  ^  ^   ^°"  '* 
Yet  it  is  probable  he  only  afted  venally,  as  he  had 
continued  intimately  connefted  with  Mirabeau,  after 
he    had  fold    himfelf  to  the    court,    and   with    la 
Fayette,   who  then   oppofed  the  proceedings   fanc- 
tioned    by   Camille*.      This  affair    occafioned   his 
rejeftion  as  an  ele£kor  of  Paris  for  the  approaching 
legiflature ;  he  petitioned  the  conftituent  affembly  on  stii  Sept. 
thisfuppofedinjuftice;  Petion  fupported  the  petition, 
but  the  affembly  paffed  to  the  order  of  the  day  •*. 

During  the  fitting  of  the  legiflative  affembly,  he  Recomcs  a 
began,  in  compliance  with  the  prevailing  mode,  to  repubii- 
write  in  favor  of  a  republic  %  and  attended  the  legif-  ^  i"^  Dec. 
lature'with  a  petition  againft  the  veto  oppofed  to  the  i79*» 
decree  againft  emigrants,  conceived  in  the  moft  viru- 
lent  language,    and    fubfcribed  by  three   hundred 
perfons  ^     He  quarrelled  with  Briffot,  againft  whdm     ,75,. 
he  commenced  a  paper  war  %  and  attached  himfelf 

f  Anecdotes  duRcgne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  »4»»  *43' 

*  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  414..  Meicurc  Fraii9ois,  No.  du  30 
Juilltt  I79i,}>-  399- 

^  Confiiiracy  ot  Kohefpierre,  p.  126-  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans« 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  153. 

•>  Debates.  «  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  jii.  <*  Debates. 

^  Mercure  Fram^ois,  No,  du  19  Mai  1792,  p.  laS* 
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to  Danton.      He  and  Robefpierre  were  Ac  only 
Jacobins   who  oppofed  the  projeft  of  hoftilities^ 
On  the  difgrace  of  his  friend  la  Fayette,  he  deferted 
his  caufe,  and  joined  his  moft  inveterate  perfecutors^ 
loth  Aug.      He  materially  affifted  the  fuccefs  of  the  infurrec- 
theinfur.   ^^^  ^^  Auguft,  by  preparing  the  public  mind  for  afls 
reaion. '   of  barbarity,  and  preaching  in  favor  of  anarchy,  and 
a  renewal  of  the  Valerian  law,  which  made  it  al- 
lowable to  kill  a  man  fufpefted  of  difloyalty  to  the 
ftate,  provided  the  crime  was  afterwards  proved  \ 
As  he  was  not  deficient  in  perfonal  courage,  he  was, 
probably,  an  aftive  affiftant  in  the  conteft ;  he  was 
made  one  of  the  new  council  general  of  the  com- 
mune *.     His  friend  Damon,  while  he -was  minifter, 
propofed  to  Roland  to  commence  a  journal  for  the 
purpofe  of  biaffing  the  public  mind,  under  .the  con- 
dufl:  of  Camille;  but  Roland  did  not  favor  the 
fcheme,  and  the  quarrel  which  fpeedily  broke  out 
between  him  and  Danton  entirely  fruftrated  it ". 
Member        By  the  friendftiip  of  Danton,  however,  he  was 
•f  the  con-  made  fecretary  to  the  great  feal,  and  there  is  reafon 
▼eniion.     ^^  believe,  that  he  partook  in,  or,  at  leaft,  connived 
at  the  maffacrcs  of  September '.     He  was  elefted 
member  of  the  convention  for  Paris,  but  as  a  deputy 
he  made  no  great  figure,  his  eloquence  was  better 
calculated  for  the  Jacobin  club.     The  firft  inftance 
of  his  exertion  which  falls  under  my  notice,  is  his 
13d  Oft.    oppofition  to  the  decree  for  banilhing  for  ever  the 
unfortunate  emigrants,  a  meafure  which  he  com- 
pared to  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nantz.    On 
the  king*s  trial  he  afted  like  a  genuine  mountaineer, 
enforcing  the  punifhment  of  the  king,  and  oppofing 

'  Mercure  Francois,  No.  du  7  Aviil  1791,  p.  67. 
«  See  Jordan's  Political  State  of  Euroj>e,  vol.  ii.  p.  174. 
^  Peltier's  late  Pifture  of  Paris,  vol.  i.  p.  37.     Moore'i  Journali 
vol.  i.  p.  496. 

*  Peltier's  late  Pi^ure,  vol.  !!•  p.  213. 

^  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  90. 

1  See  Peltier*!  late  Pi^urc,  vol.  ii,  p.  Si.  4S1.. 
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the  appeal  to  the  people,  and  every  other  meafure 
tending  to  procure  delay  or  afford  a  chance  o£  ac- 
quittal.    In  the  courfe  of  the  fecond  appel  nominal^     1791. 
he  loft  his  temper  fo  far,  as  to  affert  that  fome  of  *7th  ]«■• 
the  members  had  been  bribed,  which  drew  on  him  the 
cenfure  of  the  convention,  and  he  was  called  to 
order  *"•     His  argument  againft  the  appeal  to  the 
people  is  publiflied,    and    exhibits    a  remarkable 
fpecimen  of  feeble  reafoning,  and  of  unrelenting 
cruelty,  affefting  patriotifm.     The  plan  of  a  decree 
with  which  he  concluded  his  fpeech,  is  top  remark- 
able  to  be  omitted.     **  This,"  fays  Camille,  "  is 
*'  my  plan  of  a  decree :    i.  The  national  convention 
"  decrees,  that  Louis  Capet  has  deferved   death. 
**  2.  Decrees,  in  confequence,  that  a  fcaffold  fhall  be 
"  prepared  in  the  place  du  Caroufel^  to  which  Louis 
**  (hall  be  led,  with  a  label  on  his  breaft  infcribed 
"  with  thefe  words.  Perjured,  and  a  Traitor 
"  TO  THE  Nation,  and  on  his  back  another  label 
"  with  the  word  King,  to  Ihew  to  all  mankind, 
"  that  the  degeneracy  of  nations  cannot,  even  by 
*'  a  lapfe  of  fifteen  hundred  years,  afford  a  prefcrip- 
"  tive  fanftion  to  the  crime  of  royalty.     3.  Further 
"  decrees,   that   the  vault  of  the  royal  family  at 
*^  St.  Dennis  (hall,  for  the  future,  be  the  burying- 
"  place  of  thieves,  murderers,  and  traitors.    4.  That 
"  the  rainifter  of  juftice,  and  commandant  of  the 
"  national    guard,    fhall,    within   four-and-twenty 
"  hours,  give  an  account  of  the  execution  of  this 
"  decree".'' 

Camille  was  member  of  the  committee  of  public  Wnte« 
fafety,  but  having   married  a  young  lady  of  con-g^j^**^** 
fiderable  property,  and  being  otherwife  enriched  in  ines. 
the  courfe  of  the   revolution,   he   feems    to  have 
neglefted  public  bufinefs,  and  attended  very  little 
to  the  proceedings  in  the  convention.     In  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  conteft  between  the  mountain  aad  the 


^  Debaiet.        &  Robefpierre  a  fes  Commettans,  vol.  li.  p.  6«.  90. . 
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Briflbtines,  he  diftinguilhcd  himfelf  by  an  anfwer  to 
Briflbt's  addrefs  to  his  conftituems,  which  was  firft 
19th  May  delivered  as  two  fpeeches  at  the  Jacobin  club,  and 
•'•*'        afterwards  publifhed  by  the  order  of  that  fociety. 
It  is  tranflated  into  Englifli,  and  called  **  theHiftory 
*'  of  the  Briflbtines/*     It  is  written  in  a  ftyle  pecu- 
liar  to  the  author,  and  contains,  in  a  fhort  fpace, 
flagitious    fentiments,   grievous   accufations,   abjeft 
adulation,  and  forced  conceits  \     On  this  pamphlet, 
it  is  faid,  the  aft  of  accufation  againft  the  Briflbtines 
was  founded,  and  it  is  called  by  thcfe  who  make  the 
aflertion,    a  fportive  party  romance'.     The  term 
fportive  does  not  apply  to  this  more  than  any  other 
writing  or  fpeech  of  Defmoulins,  and  the  fafts  ftated 
in  the  aft  of  accufation,  which  could  be  derived  from 
that  eflfay,  were  notorious,  and  had  been  often  re- 
peated in  the  convention,  in  the  Jacobin  club,  and 
in   print.     Camille   does   not,  however,  appear  to 
have  aflifted  perfonally  in  the   expulfion  and  pro- 
fcripiion  of  the  duputies  ;  he  was  not  prefent  at  the 
xoth  July,  crifis  of  the  difpute ;  and  when,  near  fix  weeks  after- 
wards,  he  was  accufed  of  incivifm  on  account  of  his 
abfence,  alleged  illncfs  as  an  excufe. 
His  at-  His  friendship  for  general  Dillon  expofed  him  to 

t*^inr^  imminent  danger ;  he  oppofed  the  decree  of  accufa- 
loti/aiui'  tion  againft  him  with  great  boldnefs  and  perfever- 
iithjuiy.  ance;  Breard  accufed  him  of  a  conneftion  with 
ariftocrats,  of  favouring  their  projefts,  and  abfenting 
himfelf  from  the  convention  '.  This  accufation,  and 
his  own  pertinacity,  reduced  him  to  the  neceflity  of 
fubmitting  his  charafter  to  the  fevere  fcrutiny  of  the 
Jacobin  club.  By  the  patronage  of  Robefpierre  he 
efcaped,  becaufe  the  tyrant  had  then  further  occa- 

o  See  Hiftoiy  of  the  Brinbtines,  an  8vo.  pamphlet  in  68  page<> 
publiflietl  foi-  Owen,  Piccadiliy,  1794.  Aifo  Mooie*8  View,  vol.  ii. 
,  p.  4.78,   n. 

n  Sec  Mifs  Uniliams*!  Letters,  vol.  j.  p.  157.  Pages,  wl.  «. 
p.  167. 
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ion   for  his  fervices.     He  was  employed  to  decry    1794. 
Heberr,  which  he  did  with  great  wit  and  humour  ;  he  Yll^^ 
Drought  his  journal  into  fuch  difrepute,  and  threw  Hubert  % 
fo  much  odium  on  his  perfon  and  principles,  that 
he  was   an  eafy  viftim  to  the  revenge  or  fear  of 
Robefpierre.     On  this   occafion,  Camille  was   ac^ 
tuated  by  no  virtuous  motive,  he  merely  performed 
a  talk  ;   the  outlines  of  his  eflays  are  faid  to  have 
been  marked  out  by  his  employer,  and  he  was  pro- 
bably felefted  for  the  talk,  becaufe  Hebert  had  ex- 
pofed  himfelf  to  his  alTaults  by  an  unprovoked  at- 
tack*. 

It  is  faid  that  he  formed  a  political  projeft  with  again  ft 
Danton,  to  relax  the  fyftem  of  terror,  terminate  the  ^^'  J"**' 
revolutionary  government,  and  eftablifli  a  conftitu- 
tion  on  fuch  a  balis,  as  to  admit  the  co-operation  of 
parties  ^     Whether  this,  or  fome  lefs,  extenfive  and 
more  perfonal  motive  guided  him,  he  began,  in  his 
paper  called  Le  Vieux  Cordelier^  to  condemn  the  fre- 
quency of  arrefts,  and  make  objeftions  to  other  parts 
of  the  revolutionary  fyftem ".     For  this  offence  he  afith  Dec- 
had  been  reproved  by  Barrere  in  one  of  his' reports,  "^9** 
but  the  fall  of  Hebert  not  being  then  effedted,  no 
farther  notice  was  taken  of  it.     Some  time  after- 
wards, he  ridiculed  St.  Juft,  and,  obferved  that  he 
carried  his  head  like  the  holy  facrament ''.     This  at-  loth  Mar/ 
lack  and  his  fuppofed  attachment  to  Danton  exaf-  Is^rrefted. 
perated  Robefpierre,  and  Camille  and  Danton  were 
both  arretted  the  fame  night. 

He  had  fo  little  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  was  Tried  tnd 
devoted  to  deftruftion,  that  he  was  more  affected  by  «^«""**- 
Robefpierre's  unkindnefs  than  any  other   circum- 
ftance  of  his  fortune.     That  diffembling  tyrant,  the 
evening  before  his  arreft,  had  fpoken  to  him  with 

'  Mifs  Williams*s  Letters  in  1794-9  vol.  ii.  p.  15.  Confpiiacy  of 
Robefpierre,  p.  126. 

^  Garat'«  Memoirs,  p.  24.3.  44.5. 

"  See  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  17a.  203.  Mifs  Williams's  Letter?, 
^ol.  ii.  p.  25. 

*  Coofpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  134. 

greater 


[    550    3 


CHARLES  FRANCOIS   DUMOURIEZ. 


^HE  extraordinary  rife  and  rapid  fell  of  Dumou- 
•*■  riez  have  occafioned  fo  much  curiofity,  asJ 
given  birth  to  fo  many  conjeftures,  that  numerous 
accounts  of  him  have  been  publiflied,  either  fepa- 
rately  or  in  the  courfe  of  other  hiftories.  His  cha- 
rafter  is  varioufly  pourtrayed,  and  every  quality^ 
virtuous  or  vicious,  has  been  profufely  attributed  or 
tenacioufly  withheld.  He  has  publiflied  his  own  life, 
in  which  he  dilates  on  his  conduft  and  motives  with 
all  the  ardor  of  felf-love,  and  all  the  complacency 
of  felf-approbation.  In  his  exordium,  he  fays  of 
himfelf,  that  "  in  the  courfe  of  a  motley  and  very 
**  a^ive  life,  he  cannot  difcover  a  fingle  incident 
**  which  ought  to  put  him  to  the  blufli  \"  From 
a  candid  examination  of  fafts,  of  the  ftatements 
of  others,  and  of  his  own  exculpatory  narrative, 
let  us  confider  how  for  he  is  entitled  to  this  eulo. 
gium. 

In  relating  the  adventures  of  his  early  life,  I  have 
followed  the  line  laid  down  in  his  own  biographical 
production,  though  not  without  frequent  reference 
to  the  publications  of  others.  All  his  tranfaftions 
previous  to  the  revolution  are  compreffed  as  much  as 
poflible.  His  military  exploits,  except  thofe  well 
known  fafts  which  are  detailed  in  the  gazettes,  be- 
long, as  yet,  to  fecrethiftory;  and  any  attempt  to  fpeak 
decifively  on  the  operating  motives  of  himfelf  and 

^  Life  of  Gcn^ial  Dumourie7,  p,  u 
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made  a  remark  on  that  tyrant's  mode  of  proceeding 
which  probably  precipitated  his  downfal,  by  increat 
ing  the  inveteracy  of  the  party  againft  him.     **  Ro^ 
"  befpierre^^  faid  he,  ^' fait  des  coups  perces  de  la  coiu 
*^  'vention.^^     A  phrafe  not  eafily  rendered  in  Englifli, 
but  which  alludes  to  the  manner  in  which  perfons 
cut   down  woods,  by  marking  out  certain  lots  of 
trees  to  be  felled  **.     Camille  Defmoulins  appears  to 
have  wanted  fteadinefs  in  his  party  attachments,  but 
never  to  have  meditated  ferioufly  the  definition  of 
thofe  he  abandoned.     His  writings  are  not  deficient 
in  fprightlinefs,  but  he  is  far  from   meriting   the 
eulogium  of  Pages,  who  defcribes  him  as  a  pro- 
found and  ingenious  author,  formed  on  the  models 
of  Tacitus  and  Suetonius,   diftinguifhed  by  origin- 
ality of  ftyle,  and  by  the  dexterity  with  which  he 
handled  the  keen  weapons  of  ridicule  *.     He  is  al- 
lowed  to  have  been  endowed  with  wit,  though  de- 
ficient in  prudence  \  and  his  credulity  and  fimpli- 
city  acquired  him  the  title  of  the  La  Fontaine  of  the 
revolution  *. 

*  Mifs  Williams's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p,  i6. 
«  Hiiloire  Secrete,  vol.  ii.  p.  171. 
*■  ConTpiracy  of  Robefpienc,  p.  iif. 
t  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  17a. 
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in  the  rudiments  of  learning.     When  he  had  made 
a  fufficient  proficiency,  the  benevolent  parent  fent 
him  to  the  college  of  Louis  le  Grand^  and  facrificed 
nearly  one-tburth  of  a  very  confined  income  "  to  his 
improvement  and  welfare.     He  remained  at  the  col- 
lege three  years,  and  then  returned  to  his  feither, 
who  inftrufted  him  in  the  Englilh,  Italian,  Spanifli, 
and  Greek  languages,  gave  him  leffons  in  mathema- 
tics, hiftory,  and  politics,  and  employed  a  mafter  to 
teach  him  grammar. 
Hisv«.         In  thefe  occupations,  Dumouriez  employed  two 
]ta%^^'  years :   on  his   return   from  college   he  had  an- 
rftahiifli.    nounced  a  dcfire  to  enter  into  a  monaftery  ;  his  fia- 
neat.       ^^^^  readily  conceiving  that  he  had  imbibed  this  in- 
clination from  the  perfuafions,  and  from  the  fyftem 
of  reading  pointed  out  to  him  by  the  Jefuits,  did  not 
oppofe  it  by  argument,  but  counterafted  it  by  di- 
refting  his  attention  to  another  courfe  of  ftudy.   His 
fagacity  was  well  rewarded,  for,  in  a  few  months, 
his  fon  had  renounced  his  intention  of  becoming  a 
monk.     It  was  then  propofed  that  he  fhould  ftudy 
the  law,  but  he  had  a  latent  prcdileftion  for  tke  pro- 
feffion  of  arms.     His  health  requiring  exercife,  his 
father  fent  him  to  Verfailles,  where  he  ftayed  a  year, 
and  learned  to  ride  in  the  king's  riding-houfe,  an4 
to  fence  in  company  with  the  king's  pages. 
sth  Feb.        At  length  the  feven  years  war  broke  out,  and  Du- 
»7.57«       mouriez's  father  being  appointed  commiffary,  affo- 
^myV  *   ciated  his  fon  with  him,  and  they  went  together  to 
Maubeuge,   to  join  the  army.     In  this  campaign, 
Dumouriez  was  employed  as  aid-de^camp  to  the  mar- 
quis d'Armentiers ;  but  his  father  being  ordered  in- 
to Eaft  Friefland,  he  was  obliged  to  attend  him.    He 
found,  however,  an  opportunity  of  performing  feme 
military  exploits,  which  expofed  him  to  great  danger, 
and  in  which  he  received  a  contufion. 

«  This  income  was  eight  thoufand  livres  (350/)  a-year,  J^ndhc 
liftil  two  dauglrtcia. 

After 


DUMOURIEZ.  3SJ 

After  the  retreat  of  the  French  army  from  the     »7s8* 
eledorate  of  Hanover,  Dumouriez  returned  to  St.  ^^^^"*/ 
Germain-en-Laye,  with  his  father,  who  was  confined  fion. 
with  the  gravel.     His  military  paflion  had  fo  much 
increafed,  that  he  privately  folicited  and  obtained  a 
profpeft  of  a  cornetcy.     With  his  father's  permif- 
fion,    he   entered  as  a  volunteer  in  the  regiment 
(PEJears.     Several   fenior  volunteers  being  in  the 
fame  regiment,  he  ferved  fix  months  as  a  trooper ; 
but  after  the  capture  of  Cherbourg  by  the  Engliih, 
he  took  an  Englifli  officer  prifoner,  and  received  a 
commiffion.     He  was  employed  with  feven  or  eight     1759, 
thoufand  men  to  fuccour  Munfter,  in  which  he  par* 
tially  fucceeded,  though  the  place  afterwards  furren- 
dered.     On  this  occafion,  he  received  a  contufion 
in  the  hip  from  a  mulket-ball.     His  regiment  was  in 
the  next  campaign  under  the  command  of  the  count     17^0, 
de  St.  Germain,  and  formed  part  of  the  army  with 
which  the  marfhal  de  Broglio  oppofed  prince  Ferdi- 
nand,    Dumouriez  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  cou-  3"^  Aug. 
rage,  and  received,  on  one  occafion,  a  compliment- 

S  gratification  of  one  hundred  crowns  (12/.  loj.). 
e  evening  before  the  battle  of  Cloftercamp,  he  was  i«  wound- 
taken  prifoner,  after  fuftaining  feveral  wounds,  and  ^^enV*- 
defending  himfelf  with  great  obftinacy.     His  life  was  foner. 
faved  by  Pafcal's  Provincial  Letters,  which  were  in 
his  pocket,  and  intercepted  a  mufket-ball,  but  he 
was  wounded  over  the  right  eye  by  a  fabre,  and  r^ 
ceived  fix  deep  wounds,  befides  thirteen'  contufions. 
He  was  entertained  with  great  civility  by  the  here- 
ditary  prince  of  Brunfvrfck,  who  admitted  him  to 
his  table.     He  then  fent  him  to  Wezel  efcorted 
by  the  baron  de  Behr,  who  had  faved  his  life,  and 
who  wrote  a  commendatory  letter  to  the  marquis 
<le  Caftries,  which  was  afterwards  very  ferviccable 
to  Dumouriez. 

When  able  to  travel,  he  was  removed  to  St.  Ger-  Promot«d 
Jnain-en-Laye,  where  his  father,  having  been  en-^^^^]J!^ 
riched  by  a  coniiderable  legacy,  had  purchafed  an 
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eftate.  He  now  found  the  good  tScSts  of  die  baron 
de  Behr's  letter,  which  had  induced.the  marlhal  de 
Belle-Ule,  juft  before  his  death,  to  recommend  him 
to  the  king  for  a  troop  of  horfe  and  a  Croix  de  St. 
JLouis.  I'he  marflial's  fucceflbr,  the  duke  de  Choi- 
feul,  thought  two  military  promotions  at  once  too 
much,  confidering  the  number  of  cxpeftants,  and 
defired  Dumouriez  to  make  his  dedion ;  be  diofe 
the  troop  of  horfe,  rather  againft  the  inclination  of 
the  minifler,  who  was  befleged  by  eight  hundred 
candidates  for  three  vacancies ;  but  ncverthelefs  ra- 
April  tified  the  decidon  of  Dumouriez.  As  foon  as  he 
'7^''  thought  that  his  wounds  were  fuiEciently  healed,  he 
joined  his  regiment ;  but  fuffered  great  pain  from 
his  exertions  while  only  partially  cured.  He  £DUght 
during  the  whole  campaign ;  and  though  the  dif- 
putes  between  the  mar&al  de  Broglio  and  prince  de 
Soubife  rendered  his  duty  perplexing^  he  acquitted 
himfelf  fo  well  as  commander  of  a  detachment,  that 
.  he  received  another  gratification  of  one  hundred 
crowns,  (12L  10  s.)  befides  a  beautiful  charger, 
which  fell  to  his  ihare  as  booty.  The  two  next 
campaigns  produced  nothing  worthy  of  obfervation; 
T763.  and  in  the  enfuing  year  peace  was  concluded.  The 
dil*Sa1n*^^  reduftion  of  his  regiment  occafioned  his  difmiiSonj 
Louis.  but  he  was  honoured  with  the  Croix  de  St*  Louis. 
In  Jove.  Previous  to  the  peace,  Dumouriez  had  fallen  in 
love  with  his  coufin,  who  lived  with  her  mother, 
widow  of  the  marquis  de  Bellay,  at  Pontjatudetner, 
near  St.  Ld,  at  which  place  his  regiment  had  heen 
ftationed.  A  rooted  antipathy  fubfifted  between  his 
father  and  aunt,  which  precluded  every  hope  of  ob- 
taining their  confent ;  and  the  precarioufnefs  of  his 
circumftances,  together  with  the  want  of  fortune  on 
the  part  of  the  young  lady,  rendered  it  neceffaryto 
pbftponie  all  thoughts  of  an  union  till  a  more  favour- 
abl6  period.  Dumouriez  continued  to  refide  at 
Pontaudemer,  though  he  dated  his  lett»s  to  his  &- 
ibcT  from  St.  Ld ;  but  at  length  the  old  gentleman 
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difcov^od  the  truth,  and  wrote  a  very  fevere  letter 
to  his  lifter^  who  immediately  fent  her  daughter  to 
a  convent.  Dumouriez,  in  defpair,  retired  to  Dieppe,  Swallows 
where,  after  writing  to  his  father  a  letter  of  thanks  P^iion. 
and  expoftulation,  he  took  fifteen  grains  of  opium.  • 
He  had  fcarcely  performed  this  ra(h  aft  before  he 
was  alarjnecf,  and  repented  :  he  rofe  in  hafte,  rufhed 
into  the  paffage  where  a  lamp  was  burning,  and  im« 
mediately  fwallowed  all  the  oil.     This  violent  emetic 
operated  inftantaneoufly,  and  was  fucceeded  by  a 
fainting  fit.     When  Dumouriez  recovered   he  re- 
turned to  bed ;  and  after  a  profufe  perfpiration  awoke 
the  next  morning  in  a  ftate  of  extreme  weaknefs.  ^ 
He  difpatched  another  letter  to  his  father ;  but  the 
fir  ft  had  been  too  early  received :  it  produced  the 
moft  violent  efFefbs  on  his  conftitutioh,  it  increafed 
his  refentment,  and  in  a  confiderable  degree  alienated 
his  affedions  from  his  fon. 

His  regiment  being  dift)anded,  Dumouriez  re-  Hisrefi- 
turned  to  Paris,  and  refided  in  his  father's  houfe.  pa""/" 
He  formed  a  connexion  with  the  celebrated  Favier, 
from  whom  be  derived  his  knowledge  in  politics; 
and  with  an  amiable  young  gentleman,  named  Bul^ 
lioud,  who  died  of  a  confumf^on,  and  whofe  me- 
mory Dumouriez  celebrated  by  fome  very  indifferent: 
lines,  inferted  in  the  Mercnre  Frangais.  Having  loft  Refolvesto 
this  friend  he  became  tired  of  Paris,  and  having  coU  ^'^*^®*' 
lefted  one  hundred  louis-iTors^  refolved  to  tr^veL 
Before  his  departure,  he  waited  on  the  minifter,  the 
duke  de  Choifeul,  and  apprifed  him  of  his  inten- 
tion, requefting  a  paffport  and  permiffion  to  write  to 
the  duke,  and  exprefimg  a  hope,  that  if  his  letters 
appeared  worthy  of  attention,  he  might  be  appointed 
to  a  fitUation  either  in  the  military  or  diplomatic 
line.  The  minifter  received  him  gracioufly,  and 
promifed  him  letters  of  recommendation.  He  then 
wrote  to  his  father  announcing  his  inteuded  de- 
partuie }  the  parent,  fearful  that  he  was  going  to 
A  A  2  commit 
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commit  feme  ad  of  imprudeaca,  went  to  Puis,  and 
applied  to  the  minifter  for  a  lettre  de  cachet ;  but 
when  informed  of  the  arrangement  which  had  been 
made,  returned  home  contented. 
AmVet  at      Dumouriez  proceeded  on  his  journey  alone^on  foot, 
^'•'^*      or  in  fuch  vehicles  as  chance  prefented,  writing  his 
obfervations  on  the  various  places  through  which  he 
pafled.    He  ftayed  fome  time  at  Genoa,  where  he  was 
well  received  by  M.  Boyer,  agent  of  the  French  re- 
public; and  became  acquainted  with  the  fenator 
Lomellini,  who  was  afterwards  doj^e. 
Afftirt  of      Supported  by  the  intereft  of  thele  two  fiiends,  he 
Corfica.     foliated  the  command  of  a  detachment  of  five  hun- 
dred troops,  which  were  fent  by  the  republic  to  op* 
pofe  PaoU  in  Corfica,  but  was  unfuccefsful.    He 
then  went  to  Florence,  and  wrote  to  Paoli,  tender* 
ing  his  fervices  and  thofe  of  four  French  officers 
whom  he  had  met  with  by  accident;  but  Paoli 
civilly  declined  the  offer.     Dumouriez  was,  how- 
ever, determined  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the 
ifland ;  and  having  become  acquainted  with  a  young 
lieutenant  named  Cofta  de  Caftellana,  wfaofe  £ither 
headed  a  party  in  oppofition  to  Paoli,  he  fuggefted 
the  fcheme  of  erefUng  Corfica  into  an  ind^ndent 
republic,  and  promifed  tofecure  the  iodireft  aififtance 
of  the  duke  de  Choifeul.    Had  this  projed  fuc« 
ceeded,  Dumouriez  was  promifed  a  very  honourable 
f ecompence,  and  the  command  of  the  armies, 
oa.  17^1*      Having  fettled  certain  important  preliminaries  in 
Return!  to  Corfica,  he  determined  to  return  to  France,  and 
f  nncc,      embarked  for  that  purpofe ;  but  the  weather  was  fo 
unfavourable,  that  he  was  thirty-three  days  in  reach- 
ing Marfeilles.    On  his  arrival  he  found  tnat  a  treaty 
had  been  concluded  between  France  and  Genoa, 
which  would  render  his  application  to  Choifeul  un- 
availing.   He  was  not>  however^  deterred  from  his 
projed ;  but  arranged  a  clandeftine  plan  with  a  ihip- 
bujlde):  qf  Marfeilles,  called  Rou;fc  de  Cqrie,  who 
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agreed  to  fupply  the  confpirators  with  anns,  ammuni- 
tion, and  cannoneers,  for  which  he  was  to  be  paid  in 
timber  fit  for  fhi][>-building,  which  abounds  in  Cor« 
fica. 

Dumouriez  had  now  nearly  exhaufted  his  little  ^'"J"/^^ 
bank  of  one  hundred  louisy  and  returned  to  Paris  in  duplicity. 
great  diflrefs,  having  left  his  clothes  and  watch  in 
pawn  at  Maifeilles.  On  his  arrival,  he  went  to  hi$ 
old  friend  Favier,  who  received  him  with  great 
kindnels.  It  happened  that  Favier  was  at  that  time 
engaged  with  the  Du  Barrys  and  the  Genoefe 
minifter,  in  a  plan  which  was  diametrically  oppofite 
to  the  views  of  Dumouriezj  namely,  to  prevail  on 
Ghoifeul  to  fend  to  Corfica  double  the  nuniber  of 
French  troops  which  had  been  fttpulated  in  the  treaty 
with  Genoa.  Favier  was  eniployed  to  draw  a 
memorial,  for  which  he  was  promiied  five  hundred 
loms'(Pcrs.  Diffident  of  his  own  knowledge,  he  ap- 
plied to  Dumouriez  to  furnifli  him  with  materials, 
for  which  he  engaged  to  give  him  a  hundred  louts. 
The  unprincipled  adventurer  accepted  this  offer,  but 
fupplied  fuch  falfe  information,  that  his  memorial  con- 
tained nothing  but  vague  and  feeble  dedu^ons ;  this 
he  calls  being  '^  alike  faithful  to  friendfhip  an^  his 
"  own  plan."  Before  the  delivery  of  this  treacherous 
compofition,  he  had  an  interview  with  Ghoifeul,  at 
whicn  he  endeavoured,  by  all  the  arguments  a  ialla- 
cious  and  difhoneft  logic  could  fupply,  to  induce 
him  to  forfeit  his  engagements  with  Genoa,  and 
iavor  the  fecret  plans  of  Roux.  The  minifter  was 
daggered  by  his  reafoning,  and  dazzled  by  his  re- 
prefentations,  he  gave  fome  grounds  to  hope  that 
he  would  adopt  the  propofed  plans.  The  oppofite 
party  obferying  fome  fymptoms  of  this  difpofition  in 
the  duke,  redoubled  their  exertions,  and  at  the  next 
interview,  Dumouriez  found  him  as  much  prejudice^ 
againft  his  plan,  as  he  had  before  feemed  favourable 
to  it.  He  exhaufted  his  arguments  in  vain,  and 
ftt  length,  as  a  laft  effort  to  realize  his  brillisnt 
A  A  3  proje^s^ 
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projcfts,  communicated  to  the  duke  the  whole  fecret 
with  which  he  had  been  intruded  by  the  indifcreet 
.  Fayier.  This  produced  the  defired  eflFeft;  the 
minifter  defired  him  to  call  the  next  day,  and  that 
he  (hould  be  expedited  to  Corfica.  Dumouriez  now 
thought  hirafelf  fecure  of  attaining  his  point,  but 
Choifeul  had  dificlofed  through  weaknefs  all  that 
Dumouriez,  from  motives  lefs  excufable,  had  told 
him ;  the  parties  interefted  had  fucceeded  in  eSacing 
the  impreflion  made  by  his  communication,  .and  had 
inflamed  the  minifter  fo  violently  againft  him,  that 
when  he  went  to  the  levee  the  next  day  the  duke 
affailed  him  with  a  torrent  of  reproach,  and  in- 
dignantly difmiifed  him  as  an  adventurer. 
Learet  This  fcene  took  place  in  prefence  of  many  wit- 

Farit.       Befles ;  Dumouriez  having  replied  with  great  freedom 
and  afperity  to  the  minifter's  allegations,  began  to 
think  himfelf  unfafe  in  Paris,  and  quitting  the  city 
on  foot,  repaired  to  Maubeuge.     From  this  place 
he  determined  to  profceed  to  Mons,  but  firft  wrote 
to  Favier,  requefting  him  to  forward  his  pormanteau, 
which,  except  fix  louis^  contained  all  his  worldly 
goods.      The  generous  Favier,  far  from  harbouring 
any  rancour,  fent  him  an  anfwer  conceived  in  terms 
of  fportive  reproof,  and  acknowledged  himfelf  his 
debtor  in  the  fum  of  one  hundred  louis^  which  he 
promifed  to  tranfmit  to  Mons,  and  in  the  mean  dme 
fent  him  ten  louis  inclofed  in  a  riband. 
Nov.         He  ftayed  at  Mons  a  month,  from  which  place  he 
Ai  rives  at  vrotc  a  letter  of  fubmiffion  to  the  minifter,  re- 
*'"**       gucfting  a  paffport,  leave  to  ferve  in  Spain,  and 
fetters  of  recommendation  to  the  French  ambaflador 
at  Madrid.     He  inclofed  a  long  memorial  relative  to 
Corfica,  tending  to  prove,  that  *'  the  treaty  with 
*'  Genoa  would  neceffarily  produce,  in  a  few  years, 
Writes  to    **  ^  War  with  Paoli."     At  the  fame  time  he  wrote 
his  father,  to  hi$  &ther,  who  had  been  greatly  alarmed  refpefting 
his  quarrel,  informing  him  of  the  ftate  of  the  aflPair, 
requefting  him  to  difcharge  a  debt  of  eight  hundred 

livres 


DUMOTJRIEZ;  \  359 


n 


Hvres  (3  5 A),  which  he  had  oontra£!ed  at  Leghdrn, 

and  to  advance  hhn. fifty  louis  to  enablie  him  to  travel 

into   Spain.     The  parent  waited  on  Choifeul,  who 

retained  no  anger,  but  fpoke  of  the  journey  to  Spain 

as  calculated  to  abate  his  redundant  fire.     At  the 

end  of  a  few  days  he  received  a  packet  containing  a 

polite  letter  from  the  duke,  a  certificate  of  nobility, 

the  king^s  permiffion  to  enter  into  the  Spanifli  fervice, 

letters  of  recommendation  to  the  marquis  de  Gri- 

maldi,  zninifter  for  foreign  affairs  in  Spain,  and  to 

the  marquis  d'Offun,  the  French  ambaffador,  a  very 

tender  letter  from  his  own  father,  and  a  bill  of  ex- 

change  for  fifty  loms. 

An  attention  to  economy,  as  well  as  the  feverity     17^4- 

of  the  weather,  which  prevented  his  croffing  the  ^p°ln!** 

Pyrenees,  induced  Dumouriez  to  travel  by  fea.     In 

tbe  courfe  of  his  voyage  from  Oftend  to  Seville,  he 

refcued  a  young  SpanHh  lady  from  the  rage  of  a 

brutal  brother,  who  harboured  fuch  a  refentment 

againft  him,  that  at  Seville  he  attempted  his  life,  but 

his  vindidkive  attempt  was  defeated,  and  the  Spaniard 

thrown  iiito  prifon.     On  his  arrival  in  Madrid,  he 

was  received  with  great  kindnefs  by  the  marquis 

d'Oflun,  who  advifed  him  not  to  be  precipitate  in 

feeking   military  employment,    and  facilitated   his 

forbearance  by  allowing  him  free  accefs  to  his  table, 

and  fupplying  him  with  money.     He  was  through 

him  introduced  to  the  whole  corps  diplomatique* 

While  he  was  paffing  his  time  thus  agreeably  in     .»7^^ 
Madrid,  he  received  feveral  fevere  letters  from  his  p^^J*  j^j^ 
father,  and  intelligence  that  his  favourite  coufin  was 
turned  nun,  in  confequence    of   having   lofl:  her 
beauty  by  the  fmall-pox.     To  dilfipate  his  chagrin, 
and  extend  his  knowlddge,  he  refoivcd  to  vifit  Por- 
tugal, and,  to  facilitate  his  favourable  reception, 
determined  to  make  an  offer  of  his  fervices,  though 
in'  fuch  a  way  that  he  was  fure  they  would  not  be 
accepted.    He  performed  this  journey  with  great 
<«^c  wA  miaute  attention,  tranibaitting  his  notes 
AA4     '  and' 
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and    memorandums    in   cypher    to   the   marquis 
d'Oflun*     This  expedition  engaged  him  a  whole 
year ;  he  afterwards  publiihed  the  information  he 
had  acquired,  under  the  title  of  *^  an  Effiiy  on 
"  Portugal^'*  of  which  he  himfelf  fpeaks  in  very 
high  terms,  and  which  he  has  lately  repubiifhed. 
1766.         On  his  return  to  Spain,  he  was  coplly  recdved  by 
S^SnSii.    ^^^  marquis  d'Offun,  who  confidered  him  as  a  fidde 
young  man ;  but  Dumouriez  reinftated  himfelf  ia 
his  good  graces  by  "  a  Syftcm  of  Attack  and  Db- 
**  fence  tor  Portugal,"  which  he  compofed  ia  a 
Offtred      fortnight.     He  was  offered  a  lieutenant-colonelcy  of 
Smu^      a  corps  of  three  battalions,  but  declined  it  from 
motives  of  confideration  to  a  French  officer  named 
Chateauveron,  in  whofe   prejudice  the  oflfer  was 
made.    He  remained  another  year  in  Spain,  during 
which  he  cultivated  an  intimacy  with  the  duke  de 
Crillon  and  his  fon,  and  prince  Emanud  de  Salm* 
Salm,  who  afterwards  enga^  confiderable  attention 
iT^.r*     in  the  courfe  of  the  revolution.    He  alfo  formed  an 
Jfi.**"     attachment  for  a  voung  lady,  who  was  aftcrwawl* 
married  to    an   alcade,   or  judge   of   Valladolid* 
Though  the  marquis  d'Offun  reftored  to  him  his 
countenance,  they  were  not  on  tenns  of  coidiality, 
and  Dumouriez,  in  confequence>  was  very  much 
ftraitened  in  his  finances. 
Recalled         At  length  he  was  recalled  to  France.    The  afiairs 
toFrance.  of  Corfica  had  brought  his  memorial  to  the  minifter's 
•*7*'^*  recoUeftion,  and  France  having  iniquitoully  pur- 
chafed  a  domain  which  Genoa  fraudulently  foldf 
Dumouriez  was  employed  to  give^effedl  to  the  con* 
Vifitt  the    trafl:  by  force  of  arms.     On  Ks  arrival  in  Pans  he 
wniftcr.     ^^^^^  ^^  ^g  ^^^  jg  Choifeul  before  he  vifited  hi^ 
father,  and  was  moft  erracioufly  received.^     Tke 
minifter  apprifed  him  of  his  intention  to  appoint 
him  quarter-mafter  general  of  the  Coriicaa  army,  of 
which  the  marquis  de  Chauvelin  wa&.to  be  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  requefted  him  to  wait  on  that 
general  to  explain  his  memoriaL    Being  required  to 
^  prepare 
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prepare  foi*  an  immediate  departure,  he  ventured  to 
inform  the  duke  of  his  pecuniary  embarrafTments, 
and  of  the  amount  of  his  debts,  which  was  fifteen 
thoufand  livres  (656/.  5^.)-  The  duke  prefented 
him  with  eighteen  thoufand  (787/.  10/.),  and  they 
parted  on  the  moft  friendly  terms. 

With  this  money  he  went  to  his  father,  and  re- 
funded all    he  had  advanced,  at  the  fame  time  re- 
quefiking  him  to  liquidate  every  other  demand,  which 
being   done,   he  was  ftill  pofiefled  of  a  thoufand 
crowns   (125/.)-      The  next  Sunday,  Dumouriez  Choifeul't 
and  his  father  went  to  Verfailles  to  thank  the  mini-  g^Javi"* 
Iter,  who,   at  a  full  levee,  and  in  the  mpft  noble 
manner,  apologized  for  his  former  harfhnefs.     At  a  Dumou. 
fubfequent  interview,  Dumouriez  prefented  to  the  j^»5*  rcfignt 
duke  his  commiffion  as  captain  of  cavalry,  then  tainc^* 
worth  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  thoufand  livres, 
defiring  him  to  prefent  it  to  any  perfon  he  thought 
proper,  referving  only  the  regulated  price,  dght 
thoufand  livres  (350/.)  in  his  favor.     This  hand- 
fome  facrifice,  and  the  value  of  the  patronage,  were 
highly  acceptable  to  the  minifter. 

On  his  arrival  in  Corfica,  Dumouriez  had  an  op-  AMt  thf 
portunity  of  rendering  a  fervice  to  the  Jefuits,  in  J«^»»^» 
whofe  college  he  had  been  educated  :  they  were  now 
refugees  from  Spain,  and  about  to  be  again  tranf- 
ported  by  the  French  government. 

He  difpatched  this  affair  with  extraordinary  fpeed^,  tt^  s^pt« 
and  when  he  returned  to  Baftia  affifted  at  a  council  f^^^^^ 
of  war,  where  he  differed  in  opinion  with  the 
commander  in  chief  and  all  the  officers.  As  his 
opinion  was  of  a  nature  which  might  lead  to  a  fuf- 
picion  of  pufiUanimity,  he  was  obliged  to  exert  hiniJ 
felf  vigoroufly  in  the  field  to  efface  fo  unfavorable  an 
impreffion,  and  accordingly  expofed  himfelf  fo  rafli* 
ly  in  ftorming  a  redoubt,  that  Chauvdin,  who  ob* 
ferved  his  conduft,  frequently  exclaimed,  "  Yoii 
**  will  fee  this  little  good  man  get  himfelf  knocked 
'  on  the  head  on  account  of  his  opinion.'*     It  is 

not 
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not  my  mtentton  to  detail  the  hi&orf  of  the  Corfican 
war,  in  which  it  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  Du- 
mouriez  behaved  very  gallantly,  though  his  advice 
was  not  followed,  and  he  was  frequently  c^pofed 
Jan.  1769.  and  thwarted  from  modves  of  pride  and  envy.  He 
formed  a  bold  enterprife  to  gain  pofleifion  of  the 
port  of  Ifola  Roffii,  in  which  he  fiadled.  He  was,  on 
another  occafion,  put  under  arreft,  through  miftake, 
but  liberated,  with  many  apologies.  He  had  pre- 
vioufly  been  offered  a  brevet  raiSc  of  lieutenant-co- 
lonel, and  pecuniary  gratification,  which  he  refiifed, 
but  at  this  period  he  accepted  the  money.  He  alfo 
procured  the  capituladon  of  the  caftle  01  Corte,  and 
was  rewarded  with  one  hundred  volumes  from  Pa- 
oil's  library.  The  war  was  at  length  terminated  bj 
the  reduftion  of  the  ifland. 
Death  of  When  Dumouriez  returned  to  Paris,  he  found  bis 
his  father*  father  was  dead,  leaving  him  an  eftate  of  fevcnty 
thoufand  livres  (3062  /•  x o^.),  which  produced  about 
three  thoufand  livres  (131  /•  5J.)  a-year.  To  this 
the  minifter  added  a  penfion  of  three  thoufand  livres 
(131/.  51.),  befides  his  appointment.  He  paffed 
^e  winter  at  Paris,  in  company  with  a  few  men  of 
wit,  and  formed  an  intimacy  with  the  count  dc 
Broglio. 
Sent  to  T^^^  duke  de  Choifeul  next  employed  Dumouriez 

Poland/*  in  Poland.  He  is  not  very  explicit  in  regard  to  the 
dbjeft  of  his  miffion,  but  intimates  that  it  took 
place  in  confequence  of  the  minifter's  defire  to  be 
exaftly  informed  of  what  might  be  expefted  frorft 
the  efforts  of  the  Poles,  previous  to  his  decifionhovr 
far  France  ihould  interfere  in  their  affairs.  His  ttt* 
mies  aflert,  that  he  was  employed  merely  as  a  fpy'i 
he  infmuates  that  he  was  fent  as  minifter.  His  ap- 
pointments, according  to  his  own  account,  were  ex- 
tremely liberal;  he  was  allowed  twelve  thoufand 
«■ 

a  Dumourtf  I  Unmaiked,  p.  9.     Lettfes  fur  Is  Vie  dv  Geneni  D«« 
mouries,  p»  10. 
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livres   (52  i;/.)  for  travelling  expcnccsi  and  three 
thoufand  livres  (131  /•  5  s.)  a-month.     He  prepared 
himfelf  for  this  employ  by  a  laborious  ftudy  of  the 
afFairs  of  Poland,  to  which  he  devoted  fix  hours  . 
a-day  for  three  months.     Before  his  departure  he  J«lyi77o« 
had  an  interview  with  Choifeul,  who  communicated 
to  him^  with  great  freedom,  his  political  views,  but 
left  his  conduft  with  refpedl  to  Poland  entirely  to  his 
difcretion.     "  I  will  not  give  you  any  inftruftions,'* 
faid  the  duke,     "  I  defy  you  to  give  me  any/'  an- 
fwered  Dumouriez ;  "  you  know  no  more  than  my- 
*'.  felf  what  is  to  be  done."     The  minifter  laughed 
at  this   fally,  and  they  parted  in  the  moft  friendly 
manner. 

The  period  of  his  miffion  was  that,  when  the  male-  His  can- 
contents  were  preparing  to  depofe  king  Staniflaus  ^^^  ^^**** 
and  to  take  up  arms  againfi  the  agents  of  Ruiila^ 
and  when  the  partition  treaty  was  negotiating.     He 
ftayed  feme  time  at  Stralburg,  at  Mum'ch,  where  he 
made  a  conditional  purchafe  of  twenty-two  thoufand 
mulkets,  and  at  Vienna,  where  he  was  detained  by 
the  jealoufy  and  formality  of  M.  Durand,  the  French 
minifter.     At  length  he  arrived  at  Eperies,  where 
he  found  the  malecontent  nobles  immerfed*  in  de- 
bauchery, and  carelefs  of  their  deareft  interefts.    He 
immediately  occafioned  a  fuppreffion  of  the  penfions 
they  received  from  France ;  attempted  to  introduce 
difcipline  and  order  into  their  army,  formed  an  inti- 
macy with  the  countefs  of  Mniezeck,  whom  he  com- 
pares to  Taflb's  Armida,  and  with  Miaczinlki,  who 
afterwards  ferved  in  France.     He  prepared  an  ex-  *4th  Dec* 
tenfive  plan  of  military  operations  for  the  next  year,  J^JJ^* 
which  was  fruftrated  by  the  difgrace  of  his  patron,  . 
the  duke  de  Choifeul.     The  duke  d'Aiguillon,  who 
fucceeded  Choifeul,  was.  unfriendly  to  Dumouriez, 
though  he  would  not  accept  his  offer  to  retire.    This 
circumftance  rendered  his  operations  in  Poland  very 
difficult,  and  prevented  the  effeft  of  his  vigorous 
Dieafures.     Dumouriez,  however,  purfued  his  ori- 
15  ginal 
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gmal  plan  with  fuch  variations  as  drcumftances  re« 
quired,  till  he  was  fuperfeded  by  the  baron  de 
Viomdhil  •• 
Jan.  i77*»      On  his  return  to  Paris,  he  waited  on  the  duke 
^J[J*^..  d'Aiguillon,  who  received  him  with  much  harflmefs, 
^IIq«»     and  from  whofe  prefence  he  retired  in  anger.    He 
next  went  to  the  marquis  de  Monteynard^  the  mini- 
fter  at  war,  who  was  denied  to  him.    Dumouriez, 
>      intemperate  through  rage  and  impatience,  barft  open 
his  clofet  door,  and  forced  himfelf  into  hb  prefence. 
Nbtwithftandin^  this  intrufion,  he  fucceeded  fo  well 
m  explaining  himfelf,  that  Monteynard  was  intereft-* 
ed  in  his  behalf;  and  in  the  courle  of  four  days  Du- 
mouriez  was  put  on  the  ftaff  of  the  regiment  of  Lor- 
raine, with  a  pay  of  three  thoufand  livres  ( 1 3 1 A  5**)» 
Being  exempt  from  duty,  he  divided  his  time  be* 
tween  Paris  and  Verfailles,  and  wrote  feveral  crea- 
tifes  and  memorials. 
Atttmpt        On  the  return  of  the  marquis  d'Oflun  and  the 
^7^.   ^^^^  ^9  Crillon  to  Paris,  they  attempted  to  recon- 
cile the  duke  d'Aiguillon  to  Dumouriez ;  the  mi- 
nifter  fent  him  a  draft  for  three  thoufand  livres 
(131 A  5/.)  as  a  gratification  for  his  fervices  in  Po- 
hmd,  which  Dumouriez  returned,  obferving  that  it 
was  either  too  much  or  too  little.    This  cavalier  beha- 
viour fruftrated  the  propofed  accommodation,  and  left 
Dumouriez  to  the  patronage  of  the  war  miniftcr 
only,  and  expofed  to  the  hatred  of  the  duke  d'Ai- 
guillon. 
Sent  to  When    the    revolution  in  Sweden  broke  out, 

^H!^  Louis  XV.  who  was  much  attached  to  Guflavus  the 
Third,  and  entertained  apprehenfions  that  the  party 
in  oppofition  to  him  would  call  in  the  aid  of  Rtti&a, 

•  It  would  occupy  too  much  fpace^  and  is  foreign  to  the  principal 
oh\t^  of  this  work,  to  detail  all  Dumouriea^t  operations  in  PoiaiHft 
during  thefe  two  years.  The  reader  is  referred  to  his  Memoirs*  Yol.  i* 
p.  i{<4-  to  S9S  {  and  for  a  general  account  of  the  affairs  of  Poland  and 
tranfa^ions  of  this  period,  at  once  fuccin^l,  intercftingir  and  fatisfac- 
tory>  to  Coxe*s  TraYcts  in  Poland,  &c.  voL  i. 
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refblved  to  affift  the  king  with  feven  miUions  of 
livres  (306,250 /.)>  or  feven  thoufand  men.    Du- 
inouriez  wrote  a  memorial  on  the  occafion,  in  which 
he   recommended  the  fending  of  troops  inftead  of 
money,  and  propofed  a  plan  for  raifmg  them  en- 
tirely in  foreign  countries.     Monteynard  carried  this 
memorial  to  the  king,  who  diredled  that  Dumouriez 
flioold  be  employed,  without  d'Aiguillon's  know- 
ledge, to  go  to  Hamburgh,  and  afcertain  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  fcheme.     Dumouriez  remonftriadng 
with  Monteynard  on  the  danger  of  incurring  the 
difpleafure  of  d'Aiguillon,  the  kmg  impatiently  in* 
iiffed  on  feeing  him.     He  was  prefented  the  fame 
evening :  Louis  XV.  faid,  "  Set  out  for  Hamburgh, 
*^  and  execute  Monteynard's  orders  ;'*  and  without 
waiting  for  a  reply,  withdrew.     When  Dumouriez  J«n«i77i* 
arrived  at  Hamburgh,  he  found  that  the  revolution 
in  Sweden  was  atchieved   without  bloodflied ;  he 
continued,  neverthelefs,  to  correfpond  with  Mon- 
tejmard,  but  being  furrounded  with  fpies  placed  over 
him  byd'Aiguillon,  fome  letters  written  by  his  friends 
in  France  were  intercepted ;  he  was  arretted,  though  Aireftcd 
in  a  free  city,  conveyed  to  the  Hotd  de  France^  and  ftnt 
where   he  remained  nine  days,  and  from  thence  BaftUlc. 
efcorted  to  Paris,  and  lodged  in  the  Bailiile,  toge-  13th  Scfu 
thcr  with  his  two  fervants '. 

At  the  name  ojf  the  Baftille,  every  Englifhman 
feels  an  anxiety,  proportioned  to  his  well-founded  de« 
teftation  of  fuch  places  of  confinement,  to  invefti* 
gate  every  particular  of  the  prifoner's  treatment. 
Having,  in  another  place,  difplayed  the  AiiFerings  of 
(late  prifoners  fubfequent  to  the  revolution,  I  lliall, 
as  a  contraft,  abridge  Dumouriez's  own  account  of 
hi&  reception  and  mode  of  life  in  the  Baftille,  leav- 
ing to  the  reader  to  make  his  own  comparifons  and 
frae^Uons,    It  is,  however,  to  be  recolleded,  that 

P  Bafiilltf  devoi]ie»  4«  liTrairpn^  p.  is.    Dumouii(Z  fiyt  he  entered 
the  Baftille  the  latter  end  of  Oftober,  but  it  is  of  little  imporunce* 

Dumouriez 
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Damoorieai  was  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  mi- 
nifter  by  whofc  orders  he  was  arrefted. 
Hit  recep.  Dumouricz  was  convcycd  to  the  Baftille  at  nine 
o'clock  at  night ;  he  was  received  by  the  major,  and 
underwent  a  minute  fearch ;  his  money,  knife,  and 
flioe-buckles  were  taken  from  him.  The  reafon  a£* 
figned  for  the  latter  privation  was,  that  a  prifoner 
had  ftrangled  himfelf  by  fwalbwing  the  tongue  of 
a  buckle  ;  yet  with  all  this  fagacity  they  left  him  his 
knee^buckles.  The  fearch  and  enumeration  of  his* 
effects  took  up  an  hour  and  a  half.  Dumouriear 
then  complained  of  hunger,  and  required  a  fowl 
might  be  fcnt  for  from  the  next  tavern.  *'  A  fowl,** 
faid  the  major ;  "  do  you  know  that  this  is  Friday  ?*' 
**  You  are  entrufted  with  my  perfon  only,  and  not 
**  my  confcience,'*  anfwered  the  prifoner.  **  I  am 
**  ill  J  for  the  Baftille  itfelf  is  a  malady :  do  not, 
"  therefore,  refufe  me  a  fowl."  He  was  accord^ 
ingly  indulged. 
Apart-  The  place  of  his  confinement  was  an  oftagonal 

chamber,  about  fifteen  feet  in  every  direftion,  and 
twenty-five  in  height ;  the  only  window,  which  was 
twenty-two  feet  from  the  floor,  and  opened  in  three 
different  par.ts,  was  a  narrow  embrafure,  at  leaft 
fifteen  feet  thick,  guarded  with  double  rows  of  maffy 
iron  bars.  All  the  moveables  confifted  of  an  old 
bed,  with  ferge  curtains,  very  dirty  and  uncomfort- 
able, a  cbaife  percee^  a  wooden  table,  a  ftraw-bot- 
tomed  chair,  and  a  pitcher.  A  turnkey,  or  jailor^ 
who  was  arobuft  man,  with  a  clownifh  afped,  light- 
ed a  fire,  left  a  candle,  and  retired.  When  I>umou«- 
riez  inquired  if  he  could  not  halve  a  better  chamber, 
the  jailor  affured  him  that  it  was  one  of  the  beft  in  all 
the  tower  of  liberty^  for,  by  a  refinement  in  barbarity, 
they  had  given  that  name  to  one  of  the  towers  of  the 
Baftille.  Struck  with  this  refle&on,  Dumouriez 
faid,  laughing,  "  It  appears  to  me,  that  in  this 
**  charming  habitation,  they  add  a  biting  kind  of 
"  fence  to  their  hofpitality.*'    The  obfervation  was 

repeated 
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repeated  by  the  turnkey,  and  inferted  In  a  regiftef , 
"where  all  the  fmart  fayings  extorted  by  anguifh, 
vexation,  or  furprife,  from  the  unfortunate,  were  - 
carefully  recorded. 

Xhe  next  day  he  was  awakened  by  the  noife  of  Kmdneft 
keys  ufed  in  opening  two  v6ry  thick  doors,  fortified  ^erVorf^* 
viath  plates  of  iron.     Bread  and  wine  were  brought 
for  his  breakfaft,  and  he  was  apprifed  that  at  nine 
o'clock  he  muft  wait  on  the  governor.     Dumourie? 
was  conduded  before  him  by  a  ferjeant,  and  four 
invalids.     The  governor,   the  count  de  Jumilhac, 
was  an  old  officer,  and  •a;  man  of  pleafure,  kind, 
fenfible,  and  well  informed.     He  told  Dumouriez, 
that  the  king  allowed  fifteen  livres  (13^.  i  f  ^0  a-day 
for  him,  and  three  (2s.  y^d.)  for  each  of  his  fer- 
vants,  fo  that  if  he  was  not  "well  treated  he  might 
prefer  his  complaint  to  him.     He  alfo  faid,  that,  in 
conformity  to  the .  regulations  of  the  Baftille,  he 
would  be  confidered  as  a  clofe  prifoner,  umil  his 
firft  examination. had  taken  place;  that  no  perfon 
was.  allowed  to  converfe  with  him,  or  anfwer  quef- 
tions ;  and  that,  in  ftridnefs,  he  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed pen,  ink,  or  paper,  or  any  book  whatever, 
not  eVen  a  prayer-book.     "  But,*'  added  the  count, 
**  I  am  too  much  interefted  in  your  behalf  to  con- 
*'  form  ftriftly  to  this  rule.     I  am  too  old  to  vifit 
**  you  in  your  apartment.     I  fhall,  therefore,  re- 
'*  quire  you  to  defcend  every  morning  into  this  hall : 
*'  carry  thefe  two  volumes  with  you,  and  conceal 
*'  them."     Dumouriez    faw    the   governor  every 
morning,  who  not  only  furniflied  him  with  books, 
but  recounted  the  anecdotes  of  the  gay  world.     He 
carried  his  attention  fo  far  as  to  fupply  him  with  a 
fmall  quantity  of  lemons,  fugar,  coffee,  and  foreign 
mnes ;  he  alfo  fent  him  a  di(h  from  his  own  table 
when  he  dined  at  home. 

The  ninth  day  of  his  detention,  Dumouriez  was  ihimou* 
examined  before  three  commiffioners,  att^ided  by  a  *''^**®  ^* 
fectetary.    He  was  permitted  to  enter  a  proteft  tions/ 

againft 
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againfl:  any  advantage  which  might  be  taken  of  his 
examination,  fo  as  to  preclude  a  legal  trial,  and 
againft  the  folicitatlon  or  intervention  of  his  friends 
or  fuperiors.  He  refufed  to  anfwer  any  queftion 
which  was  not  previoufly  committed  to  -paper,  or  to 
permit  his  replies  to  be  inferted  in  any  other  words 
than  thofe  pronounced  by  himfelf.  He  underwent, 
in  the  courfe  of  two  months,  four  examinations,  in 
the  courfe  of  which  the  commillioners  difplayed 
much  art  in  their  endeavours  to  enfnare  him  in  con*' 
tradiftory  aflertions,  and  he  evinced  no  lefs  firmnefs 
and  fagacity  in  concealing  fads  which  he  wiflied  to 
remain  unknown,  and  eluding  unfiaivourable  con- 
ftruftions.  He  was  enabled  to  be  thus  confiftent  in 
his  anfwers  by  a  fingular  artifice :  at  the  end  of 
every  examination,  he  engraved  on  the  walls  of  his 
apartment,  with  the  tongue  of  his  knee-rbucklc,  the 
quedions  afked  by  the  commiflioners,  and  his  own 
anfwers.  To  prevent  difcovery,  he  ufed  arbitrary 
figns  and  abbreviations,  and  put  every  word  in  a 
different  language.  In  thefe  circumftances,  a  perfon 
endowed  with  lefs  courage  and  prefence  of  mind  than 
Dumouriez  muft  have  betrayed  himfelf  and  bis 
friends  to  inevitable  deftruftion,  from  the  want  of 
recolleftion,  and  of  fpirit  to  oppofe  the  mifrepre* 
fentation  of  anfwers  fet  down  in  equivocal  terms, 
and  perverted  in  their  meanings. 

On  his  fecond  examination,  Dumouriez,  in  an^ 
fwering  a  ridiculous  queftion  put  to  him  by  the 
commiflioners,  "  Whether  he  hated  the  duke  d'Ai- 
"  guillon  ?'*- dictated  eight  feparate  charges  againfl: 
him  for  minifterial  mifconduft.  At  the  end  of  his 
laft  examination,  Marville,  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners,  faid  to  him,  with  a  barbarous  jocularity, 
"  You  are  a  man  of  courage,  therefore  I  will  not 
"  conceal  from  you  that  M.  Monteynard  has  been 
"  difgraced ;  that  the  duke  d'Aiguillon  is  more 
**  powerful  than  ever,  and  that  he  unites  the  war 
^  department  with  that  for  foreign  affairs :  you  are, 

"  therefore, 
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^«  thefefore,  entirely  in  hk  power,  and  may  cxpe6fc 
*' to   remain   in  prifon  for  at  kaft    ten    years;** 
^'  M.  de  Marville/* '  anfwered  Dumouriez,  "  you 
*'  have  furely  read  la  Fontaine,  and  mufi  remember 
"  the  fable  of  the  emperor,  the  afs,  and  the  mounte- 
bank.    Before  the  expiration  of  ten  years  half  of 
"  you  will  not  be  alive,  much  lefs  in  office*     Nt>ta 
"  bene^  you,  yourfelf,  are  more  than  feyenty  years 
**  of  age.'*     This  reply  vanquifhed  the  brutal  com- 
miffioner,  and  he  embraced  the  man  he  bad  before 
infulted.     To  contraft  this  trait,  an  aftion  of  M.  de 
Sartines,  lieutenant  de  police^   and  alfo  one  of  the 
commiffioners,  ought  to  be  mentioned.     After  his 
firft  examination,  Dumouriez  required  fome  books 
from  his  own  library :  he  offered  to  give  a  Hfl  of 
thofe  he  wanted,  faying  he  had  fix  thoufand  volumes 
at  Verfeilles.     "  You  do  not  recoiled,"  faid  M.  de 
Sartines,  coolly,  "  that  at  your  departure  you  re* 
*^  quefted  your  aunt  to  fell  all  your  books  and  move* 
"  ables :  you  have  no  longer  any  left.**   Dumouriez, 
^ho  had  made  the  requefl  on  a  prefumption  that  his 
apartments  had  been  fealed  up,  held  down  his  head  $ 
and  the  next  day  de  Sartines  informed  him  he  had 
invented  this  benevolent  fiftion  to  prevent  the  fe- 
queftration   of  his  property  by  his  brother  com^ 
miffioners. 

Pending  thefe  examinations,  Dumouriez  had  quar-  Beats  the 
telled  with  his  gaoler,  who  was  ftout,  athletic,  in-  turnkey, 
folent,  and  choleric.  This  man  treated  him  with  great 
indignity,    addreffed  him   contemptuoufly,    Qhou^d 
him,)  and  threatened  to  flrike  him.     The  prifoner 
fprang  towards  the  chimney,  and  feizing  a  firebrand, 
knocked  him  down.     The  qliarrel  was  referred  to 
the  major,  who  feemed  inclined  to  favour  the  turn- 
key; but  Dumouriez  appealed  to  his  friend  the 
governor,  who  took  cognizance  of  the  difpute ;  and 
was  with  difficulty  prevented,  by  the  intreaties  of 
toe  prifoner  himfelf,  from  turning  the  man  out  of 
his  office. 
.  voju.  I.  BB  After 
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Hit  con.  After  the  foorth  exammation,  Domouriez,  con- 
togrt?  fidcring  that  he  was  likely  to  remain  a  great  while  in 
htixtr  confinement,  exerted  himrelf  to  obtain  a  better  apart* 
won>»  ment,  and  the  focierjr  of  his  two  fervants.  He  had 
been  informed  by  M.  de  Sartines  that  he  could  not 
be  mtified  without  the  confent  of  the  duke  dc  la 
Vriliiere^  the  minifter  for  Paris,  who  was  d^'Aiguil- 
Ion's  uncle.  Knowing  that  he  had  nothing  to  ex- 
pefk  from  that  quarter,  Dumouriez  aiked  what  would 
be  done  if  any  accident  happened  to  render  his 
llpartment  uninhabitable?  "  In  that  cafe,**  faid 
Sartines,  "  you  would  inftantly  be  removed  to  an- 
**  other;  and  as  it  is  attended  with  no  danwr,  I 
^  will  engage  to  give  you  the  beft  in  the  Baftille." 
Availing  himfelf  of  this  hint,  Dumouriez  refolved 
to  render  his  chamber  untenantable.  Perceiving 
tfiaf  one  fide  of  his  hearth  was  funk  below  the  level 
of  the  other,  he  expefted  to  derive  advantage  from 
this  circumftance.  The  hearth  confifted  of  two  large 
ftones  joined  together  at  the  centre,  and  fupported 
by  a  beam,  which  the  great  heat  had  reduced  to 
charcoal.  Concluding  there  was  a  cavity  below,  he 
one  morning,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  fix, 
forced  up  the  floor  of  his  apartment ;  and  by  means 
of  a  billet  of  wood,  which  he  ufed  as  a  battering 
Advetittire  ram,  made  a  hole  through  the  ceiling  below,  b 
fttteAding  ^g  room  to  which  he  thus  opened  a  communication, 
h^  bieheld  t  perfon  about  fifty  years  of  age,  ftark 
liaked,  with  a  long  grey  beard,  and  his  hair  ftand- 
mg  on  end,  who  howling  dreadfully,  daihed  the 
gravel  at  him  with  great  violence  through  the  hok 
whence  it  had*  dropped.  He  wiflied  to  fpeak  to  this 
unhappy  wretch,  but  found  that  he  was  mad.  He 
learned  afterwards  that  his  name  was  Euftachius 
Fai^ey,  a  gentleman  of  Picardy,  and  captain  in  the 
regiment  of  Piedmont,  who  had  been  confined 
twehty-two  years  in  the  Baftille  for  having  eithef 
compofed  or  diftributed  a  fong  againft  madame  Pom- 
padour. Having  at  length  forced  the  two  large 
-  ftoiM 
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ftones  and  gravel  through  the  hole^ ,  Dumburiez 
called  the  fentinel,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  awaken 
the  turnkey.  On  being  taken  before  the  governor,  Hi«  re. 
he  ftated  that  the  ftones  had  fallen  through  owing  to  '°®^*'» 
the  calcination  of  the  beam  by  extreme  heat.  The 
account  was  credited,  and  the  room  called  the  chapel 
was  immediately  allotted  to  him.  When  the  guards 
had  retired,  he  told  Jumilliac  the  truth ;  and  both 
he  and  de  Sartines,  to  whom  it  was  afterwards  com- 
municated, laughed  at  the  adventure* 

His  new  apartment  was  twenty-fix  feet  long  and 
eighteen  broad,  with  a  good  fire-place,  a  neat  bed, 
and  an  antichamber  ;  but  the  room  was  dark,  as  it 
had  but  one  window.     In  a  few  days  he  obtained  an  and  that 
order  for  the  removal  of  his  fervants,  who  were  very  °  J"*  ^^'^^ 
happy  to  join  mm. 

Dumouriez  now  fared  extremely  well ;  his  din- His  mode 
ner,  which  always  confifted  of  five  difhes,  and  his  °^  ^*^'"^* 
fupper,  compofed  of  three,  befides  the  deffert,  were 
ferved  up  together,  and  made  a  magnificent  appear- 
ance.    His  valet  prepared  excellent  ragouts;'  and 
their  fituation  banifhing  all  reftraint,  the  three  pri- 
foners  took  their  meals  together.     But  the  charms 
of  fuch  fociety  foon  wore  off,  and  Dumouriez  began 
to  repent  having  obtained   it.     He  had  philpfophy 
enough  to  ftifle  his  own  regrets  at  the  lofs  of  liberty ; 
but  his  companions,  lefs  occupied,  and  lefs  able  to 
fuftain    the    privation    of    enjoyments,    frequently 
brought  him  to  a  lively  fenfe  of  his  fituation  by  la* 
tnenting  theirs.    'He  was  obliged  to  leave  his  ftudies 
to  amufe  them :  he  taught  them  games  at  cards  and 
chefs,  and  read  romances  and  travels  to  them  one 
hour  in  the  morning  and  two  at  night.     He  was, 
however,  attacked  with  a  fciatica,  and  confined  a 
^cek  to  his  bed,  and  then  became  fully  fenfible  of 
the  value  of  their  company  and  afliftance. 

He  was  furniflied  with  whatever  books  he  required  L^^e^nr 
from  his  own  library ;  and,  during  his  confinement,  m^nltr 
^rote  a  trad  on  war,  intitled  "  Military  Principlesj" 
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and  alfo  a  ^'  Treadfe  on  Legions/'    He  alfo  pro 

1'efted  a  large  work,  the  hint  of  which  was  furniihed 
>y  Bayle :  this  was  a  compreffion  of  all  the  boob  of 
travels  extant,  arranged  topographically,  and  di- 
vided into  centuries,  with  comparifons  between  the 
country  vifited,  and  the  native  place  of  the  traveller 
at  the  period  of  writing.  This  he  termed  "  A  Phi^ 
lofophical  Effay  on  Travels :"  he  acknowledges  that 
a  man  muft  be  in  the  Baflille  to  undertake  a  work 
of  the  kind;  and  perhaps  a  fimilar  confinement  would 
be  neceffary  to  induce  any  one  to  read  it.  He  made 
no  beginning  of  this  work,  though  he  wrote  a.  preli- 
minary difcourfe  j  but  he  drew  up  "  a  political  and 
commercial  Memoir  relative  to  Hamburgh  and  Lower 
Saxony ;"  and  completed  a  tranflation  into  French 
verfe  of  the  twenty-fifth  canto  of  Morgante  Mag' 
giore. 
Carre-  Such  were  Dumouriez's  employments  in  the  Baf- 

fponds  tille.  He  found  means  to  difcover  the  apartment  in 
Javier.  which  his  friend  Favier  was  confined,  and  to  corrc- 
fpond  with  him  by  fecreting  letters  in  Mures  of  the 
wood  fent  to  make  his  fire.  His  fervants  fuggefted 
to  him  a  mode  of  afcertaining  the  number  oi  pri- 
foners  in  the  caftle,  which  I  copy  with  his  own  ob- 
Sute  of  fervation.  '^  It  being  winter  feafon,  as  many  heaps 
the  fiaf.  «c  Qf  wood  Were  brought  every  Saturday  to  the  foot 
•*  of  each  tower,  as  there  were  apartments  inhabited 
"^there.  By  attending  to  this  circumflance,  he 
*'  learned  to  calculate  the  number  of  his  companions 
**  in  nusfortune.  Every  day  at  noon  the  turnkey 
**  alfo  placed  at  the  foot 'of  each  flaircafe,  as  many 
*•  balkets  containing  plates  as  there  were  prifoners. 
•'  Thefe  were,  at  that  time,  fiir  from  being  nu- 
**  merous  j  for  there  were  never  more  than  nineteen 
^'  durmg  his  confinement,  and  feveral  days  there 
**  were  but  feven.  Accordingly  this  terrible  Baftille, 
**  kt  leafl  at  that  epoch,  did  not  fwallow  up  fo  many 
**  miferable  wretches  as  was  imagined.  Since  the 
**  Jacobins  have  come  into  power,  notwirhflanding 
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^  the  continual  executions  that  have  taken  place,  the 
*'  dungeons  of  Paris  always  contain  three,  four,  or 
**  five  thoufand  unhappy  people,  whofe  lives  depend 
**  on  the  turn  of  a  ftraw.** 

Notwithftanding  Marville's  infinuation,  Dumou- The  mi-  . 
riez  did  not  omit,  at  the  end  of  every  fortnight,  to  "***^f*»  "• 
fend,  by  the  hands  of  Sartines,  a  letter  to  the  king,  ^^* 
requefting  the  nomination  of  judges,  and  a  trial. 
This  perfeverance  at  length  produced  the  defired 
effeft  ;  the  king  ordered  d'Aiguillon  to  make  his  re- 
port to  council  refpedting  Dumouriez  and  his  fup- 
pofed   confederates;  intimating,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  they  were  not  guilty,  and  had  been  too  long 
confined.      D*Aiguillon,    influenced  by  this  hint, 
made  a  favourable  report ;  he  fpoke  of  Dumouriez 
as  a  good  officer,  but  exceedingly  petulant,  and  in- 
capable of  fubordination*   The  prince  de  Soubife  un- 
dertook his   defence ;    and  the  king  teflified  his 
merits,  ordered  the  continuation  of  his  rank  and 
appointments;  and,  as  the  minifter  had  fuggefted 
the  propriety  of  his  banifliment  fi-om  Paris,  direfted  ,th  Mat. 
that  he  fhould  be  fent  to  the  caflle  of  Caen,  and  have  «774- 
the  whole  province  of  Normandy  for  a  prifon.  Thus,  Q^^f  ^ 
at  the  end  of  a  confinement  of  fix  months,  Dumou- 
riez was  liberated  fi'om  the  Baftille.     Before  his  de-  Hi«  bene 
parture  he  executed  a  very  benevolent  fineffe.     Re-  ^^^Ij^^ 
membering  the  anxiety  he  had  fufFered  fi-om  the 
want  of  means  to  preferve  his  thoughts  and  recol- 
lections by  writing,  he  took  care  to  fupply  that  de-  • 
ficiency  to  his  fucceffors.     In  the  four  corners  of  his 
apartment  were  four  columns  that  fupported  the 
ceiling,  which  was  no  more  than  nine  feet  from  the 
ground.     Each  column  was  furmounted  with  the 
figure  of  a  fphinx.     He  climbed  up  by  the  affiftance 
of  chairs  and  tables,  and  placed  in  a  hollow  on  the 
back  of  each  of  thefe  fphinxes,  an  oyfter-lhell  full  of 
ink,  fome  fheets  of  paper,  and  feveral  pens.     He 
wrote  on  the  bafe  of  each  column  **  Search  above 
**  for  the  explanation  of  the  enigma  y*-  and  on  the 
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back  of  one  of  the  fi^iinxes,  left  a  (hort  dkedioii  re» 
lative  to  the  manner  of  keeping  up  a  correfpondence 
by  means  of  billets  of  wood. 
ArriTet         The  third  day  after  his  difcharge  from  the  Baitille, 
l^^yg]     Dumouriez  arrived  at  the  cattle  of  Caen,  where  he 
was  received  and  treated  with  the  utmoft  attmtipn* 
It  was  not  the  leaft  finffular  part  of  his  deftiny  that 
the  kttre  dc  cachet  which  bani(hed  him  to  Caen, 
placed  hun  near  his  coufin,  for  whom  he  had  for- 
merly felt  fo  tender  an  affe&ion.    At  the  period  ol 
his  departure  for  Poland,  he  had  offered  to  marry 
her ;  but  (he  was  then  intent  on  taking  the  veil,  and 
refufed  him.    The  rigorous  life  of  a  nun  being  pre- 
judicial  to  her  health,  (he  renounced  it ;  but  fBl  re- 
Tided  in  a  convent,  where  fhe  pra£Hfed  the  molt 
Vtfitt  kit    auftere  devotion.    Dumouriez  did  not  vifit  her  till 
coufio.      four  days  after  his  arrival }  and  at  their  firft  inter- 
view they  trembled  like  two  criminals :  they  agreed 
to  live  on  a  footing  of  friendfhip,  and  fee  one  an- 
other but  feldom*    Soon  after  this  refolution  the 
lady  fell  ill  of  a  fever,  and  the  rules  of  the  convent 
not  being  ftrid,  Dumouriez  attended  her,  and  be* 
s}th  Sept.  came  her  nurfe  during  twenty-eieht  days.     On  her 
i^i^t*        recovery,  he  obtained  a  difpenfation  from  the  popei 
marriage,   smd  a  permiflion  from  the  minifter  at  "war,  and 
efpoufed  her.     The  marriage  was  unhappy :  it  em- 
*at?  n^  broiled  them  with  many  of  their  friends,  and  ter- 
minated in  a  feparation  which  took  place  at  the  lady's 
own  requeft,  in  1788.     She  received  all  her  jeweb, 
half  their  common  property  in  plate  and  effe£b,  and 
an  annuity  of  five  himdred  livres,  (21  /.  ly  s^  6d) 
with  which  (he  retired  to  a  convent  in  Paris^    Du* 
mour^z  imputes  their  infelicity  to  her  iil-temper  \ 
while  his  enemies  attribute  to  mm  much  harfhneis, 
cruelty,  and  infenfibility. 
Proceed-        Before  his  marriage  he  obtained  a  complete  r^ 
*"f *nft       v^rf^il  of  all  the  pro<:eedings  againft  him.  Louis  XV^ 
bfmfet      wsts  dead  J  and  on  the  ^cceffion  of  his  grandfon, 
»fi«if.        Dump\u:iez  vrs>te  to  the  new  uptiniftry,  r^quefting 
4  that 


inaz  s^m  infill  oe  nscomiiuiciea  lo  iqe  aajuufi^  mat 
his  procefs  might  be  reiumed,  and  leg;^l  judges  ap- 
pointed for  hi$  trial.  This  the  mioifters  gradoufly 
declined  ;   and,  after  a  (ho^t  timie,  all  the  papers  re-  • 

latiag  to  the  pretended  confpiracy  in  which  be  had 
been  implicated,  were  withdrawn  from  the  regifters 
of  the  Baltille.     Dumonriez  wa$  ordered  to  att^id 
the  court  at  Compeigae,  where  M.  de  Muy,  th^  new 
war  minifter,  at  a, full  au4ience,  informed  hin>  that 
the  king,  concerned  for  his  long  and  unjuft  impri- 
fonmenty    had  charged  the  minifter  to  indeomify 
him,  by  employing  his  talents  in  a  way  that  might 
be  uiefuL      At  a  private  meeting  he  prefenited  hiipi 
with  a  fimilar  declaration  in  writing.     Another  paper 
was  alfo  tranfmitted  to  him,  containing  an  extrad  of 
the  report  ligned  by  three  minifters,  acquitting  him 
of  every  imputation  ^. 

Soon  afterwards  the  Pruflian  miancsuvres  were  19-  '775-^-9« 
.  troduced  into  France,  and  Dumouriez  received  a  f^n^^ 
ftrong  indication  of  the  fincerity  and  benevolence  of  Louii 
his  fovereign.     Thirty  officers  were  felefted  to  m'-  ^^^* 
ftru£i:  the  army  in  thefe  manoeuvres ;  and  although 
a  thoufand  general  officers  and  twelve  hundred  cp- 
lonels  were  out  of  employment,  he  was  amongft  the 
thirty  nominated  on  the  occafion*     During  the  two  pumon. 
fucceeding  years,  he  was  engaged  in  fchemes  which  his  "j^***  •"' 
knowledge,  as  an  engineer,  rendered  him  capable  m«iitn 
of  imdertaking  in  time  of  peace ;  and  in  one  lefs  ap* 
propriate  to  his  former  avocations,  that  of  ibliciting 
a  law-fuit  for  M.  de  Montbarey  againft  the  prince  de 
Marfan.     He  alfo  tranflated  from  the  Italian  a  work 
called  "  Vita  di  Benevenuto  Cellini fcidtore  Jiorentino  ;'* 
and  from  the  German,  the  Lives  of  Charles  XII. 
Reufchild,  Steinbock,  Duker,  Meyerfeldt,  and  gtheri  • 

\  It  IS.  worthy  of  obfervation  that  Damouries  afltfted  in  compofing 
the  funei-al  eulogy  of  Louit  XV.  who  had  imprifoned  and  exiled  him  ; 
^Mm  he  rewarded  Looia  XVI.  who  aAed  fo  gencroufly  towarcU  hiai« 
%n4  loaded  him  with  fav^is,  will  be  feen  in  the  feqiwl. 
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They  were  never  printed ;  and  the  MSS.  arepro* 

bablv  deftroyed. 

Jan.  i77t.      He  wa8  employed  in  drawing  up  z  memorial  re- 

**^    J   lative  to  the  formadon  of  a  port  in  the  channel,  in  1 

•nrof ^  *  which  he  demonftrated  the  fuperiority  of  Cherbourg 

Chtr.       to  every  other  fituation.    Before  the  war,  this  m& 

••^*       morial  was  infpeded  by  the  king,  who,  (buck  ^th 

the  goodnefs  of  the  pkm,  wrote  in  the  margin  vith 

his  own  hand,  ^  Dumouriez  commandant  of  Cher- 

«  bourg."    Thus  was  this  appointment  (the  third 

inftance  of  kindnefs  from  a  fovereign  to  whom  he 

had  rendered  no  particular  fervices)  created  on  pur- 

pofe  for  him.    It  was  accompanied  with  a  boufe, 

and  a  falary  of  fix  thoufand  livres  (262/.  ios.\ 

which,  in  addition  to  his  other  appointments,  his 

penfion,   and  his  income,,  produced   twenty-three 

thoufand  livres  (1006/.  $s.)  a-year,  and  a  fixed 

eftablifliment.    At  this  place  Dumouriez  pafed  the 

enfuing  years  of  his  life  till  the  revolution.    In  thi* 

interval  nothing  occurred  to  merit  a  particular  de-. 

tail;  he  employed  himfelf  affiduoufly  in  the  afiairs 

of  his  poft.     When  the  king  made  his  celebrated 

journey  to  Cherbourg,  he  prefented  to  Dumouriez 

a  fnuff'box  with  his  portrait  enamelled  on  the  lid. 

During  the  refidence  of  Dumouriez  at  Cherbourg^, 

the  inhabitants  increafed  from  feven  thoufand  three 

hundred  to  nineteen  thoufand. 

Obfciva-        Hitherto  I  have  purfued  the  account  given  byDu- 

hi?w»1     B^ouriez  himfelf,  without  minutely  inveftigating  his 

dua  and    ftatements,  or  interpdfmg  conjeftures  refpcfiing  the 

nwaiivj.   truth  of  his  narratives,  where  I  had  no  certain  la& 

to  fubftantiate  a  contrary  opinion.    The  vanity  and 

felf-preference  of  Dumouriez  expofe  his  TOimtiYC 

to  the  attacks  of  incredulity ;  and  were  the  various 

parts  of  it  critically  compared,  feveral  contradifi^ry 

aflertions  might  be  difcover^d.     To  avoid  prolixity* 

i  have  not  entered  into  fuch  difculBons,  but  have 

adopted  thofe  accounts  which  appeared  moft  P^°^ 


liable.      TTie  author  of  «  Lettres  fur  la  Vie  de  Bu-^ 

w^«ri«:,**  in  defcantmg  on  this  part  of  his  memoirs, 
ingenioufly  obferves,  that  in  all  the  fcenes  from  which 
he  affefts  to  derive  celebrity,  he  has  named  as  his 
aflbciates  perfons  who  have  long  been  dead,  by  which 
xneans  he  is  fecure  againft  a  direft  contradiftion  \ 
but  adds,  and  illuftrates  the  afTertion  by  many 
inftances,  that  he  falfifies  charafters,  and  errs  in  his 
defcription  of  events,  men,  and  manners. 

But  if  thefe  points  are  not  worth  examining  unlefs 
for  the  fake  of  afcertaining  his  veracity,  his  conduft 
fince  the  revolution  is  to  be  confidered  in  a  different 
light ;  as  from  the  confpicuous  part  he  afted,  and 
the  pains  he  has  taken  to  vindicate  his  condud,  it 
becomes  interefting  and  neceffary  to  the  hiftorian  of 
the  times  to  develope  his  real  views.     Dumouriez  la- 
bours to  perfuade  his  readers  that  he  was  ever  loyal 
to  his  fovereign,  and  defirous  of  his  welfare ;  that 
the  meafures  which  he  purfued,  however  they  might 
be  mifconftrued,  tended  to  that  fole  end.  Others  affert 
that  he  was  a  defigning  intriguer,  a  Jacobin  in  the 
moft  violent  fenfe  of  the  term ' ;  a  republican  in  ex- 
ternal appearance ',  though,  m  reality,  the  devoted 
tool  of  Orleans  *.    I  fubfcribe  to  the  latter  opinion ; 
and  as  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  narrative  will  re- 
ceive much  of  its  colour  from  that  judgment,  it  may 
be  proper  to  examine  its  foundation.     That  Dumou- 
riez was  an  intriguer,  and  profeffed  fentiments  that 
did  not  really  influence  him,  fuificiently  appears  from 
his  whole  lire ;  the  moft  partial  reader  muft  confefs 
that  he  cannot,  with  all  his  addrefs,  difguife  this 
frtft;  though  he  foftens  the  harihnefs  of  the  avowal 
by  repeated  profeflions  that  he  only  accommodated 
Jiimfelf  to  circumftances  in  the  hope  of  rendering 

^  Stff  the  Hiftorifs  and  Journals.  Dumouriez  Unmaiked,  pafllim* 
(^pn juration  de  d*Orleant»  vol.  i.  p.  113.  vol.  iii.  p.  147,  167. 

*  Louvet*s  Narrative,  p.  ft4.,     Briflbt  I  fes  Commettans,  p.  S6. 

<  Dumouriez  Unmaiked,  paffim.  Pagis,  vol.  i.  p.  458.  vol.  if. 
P«  1^.     ConjuratiMi  de  d*Or)eaii»j  vol.  i.  p.  %%\^  214. 
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effcdual  fennces  to  his  king  and  countiy.  This  ex- 
cufe  would  apply  mofl  particularly  to  his  profisffions 
of  iacobinifm  and  republicanilm ;  but  fuch  a  defence 
deftroys  his  claim  to  integrity  and  truth ;  and  thofe 
profeiuons  were  made  at  a  period  when  the  cauTe  to 
which  he  pretends  to  have  been  conftantly  attached 
was  not  fo  defperate  as  to  require  fuch  fmifter  fer- 
vices.  Thefe  racks  will  be  illuilrated  by  his  hiftory. 
But  the  point  on  which  I  lay  the  greateft  ftrefs  is  Us 
being  an  Orleanift,  an  imputation  which  he  ftrenu- 
ouily  denies,  and  which  his  opponents  no  lefs  fted- 
fafUy  aflert*  I  (hall  not  here  examine  their  aflertions ; 
but  relate  fuch  of  the  fads  as  appear  important  in 
their  due  order,  confining  myfelf  for  the  prefent  to 
a  review  of  his  defence.  In  relating  his  adventures, 
Dumouriez  frequently  enumerates  the  perfons  with 
whom  he  formed  an  acquaintance  or  cultivated  an 
intimacy.  He  was  at  Paris  in  the  winter  of  1788, 
when  the  events  of  the  revolution  were  in  a  (bte  of 
confiderable  forwardnefs.  He  was  almoft  an  inmate 
at  the  palace  of  the  duke " ;  and  his  moft  indmate 
friends  were  thofe  nien  who  were  the  agents  and 
fupporters  of  that  infamous  prince.  He  frequented 
a  political  fociety  where  the  Crillons  and  others, 
whofe  attachment  to  Orleans  is  well  known,  were 
leading  members.  He  wrote  pamphlets  and  in- 
ftruftions  to  the  Bailliages,  and  formed  the  clofeft 
iriendfhip  with  Latouche,  who,  to  ufe  the  ^xprefiion 
of  Dumouriez,, was  unfortunate  enough  to  be  chancellor 
to  the  duke  of  Orleans.  On  his  return  to  Cherbourg 
he  was  fo  explicit  in  his  fentiments  that  his  attach- 
ment was  notorious ;  and  the  duchefs  de  Beuvron 
fpoke  to  him  of  his  friends^  naming  at  the  fame  time 
uitfortyfeven  nobles  who  firft  deferted  their  order, 
and  feveral  other  perfons  in  the  duke's  intereft. 
When  Dumouriez  quitted  the  army,  he  wrote  to 
the  convention  that  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 

*  Dumouriez  Unina0ced|  p.  19. 


i^£nce  of  an  Orlmn  s  faaionj  and  that 
any  connexion  wHb  that  prince\  It  will 
to  believe  that  he  had  no  connexion  ^ 
when  it  is  recoUefted  that  a  clofe  coi 
fifted  between  him  and  Latouche,  the 
Valence  the  brother  J^,  and  the  dukes  of  ( 
Montpenfier,  fons  of  the  man  he  affedec 
But  his  pretended  ignorance  of  the  c 
confuted  by  his  own  declarations,  W 
year  1789,  he  fays :  "  Mirabeau,  who 
*^  the  confidence  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  ^  am 
"  of  the  populace  of  Paris ^  was  about  tc 
**  head  of  a  formidable  party  *."  . 

When  die  Orleans  faftion  was  prepar 
exertions;  when  the  corruptionof  the  arn 
taken,  and  condufted  with  the  utmoft  e 
addrefs ;  Dumouriez  became  an  adhe 
worthlefs  prince.  Madame  Sillery  made 
Cherbourg,  accompanied  by  her  pupil 
children.  Dumouriez  afFefted  in  public 
difregard  of  the  vifitors,'but  in  private 
duous  in  his  attentions  and  civilities.  1 
he  went  to  Paris,  to  concert  fchemes  fev 
confoiracy  *.  He  was  anxious  for  the  ; 
the  ftates  general,  and  might  have  been  a 
felf,  had  he  defired  it.  He  wrote  a  pan 
contefted  fubjeft  of  voting  by  orders  or 
this  he  gives  no  extraft;  but  his  pri:i 
ever,  are  fufficiently  denoted  by  his  dec 
during  the  whole  year  1789,  the  coi 
third  eftate  was  prudent^  noble,  and  mod 
from  a  pretended  royalift ! 

On  his  return  to  Normandy,  he  wa 
his  expreffions,  as  to  excite  confiderablc 
fufpicbiu     He  forefaw  the  approachin| 

*  Sc«  hi»  Letter,  dated  Frankfort,  »oth  April  i; 
7  General  Valence  was  a  natural  Ton  of  the  duti 
^  Life  of  Pumourtrz,  vol.  ii.  p.  15. 
^  Dumouriez  Unmaikea,  p.  xi. 
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of  the  populace,  and  therefore  ufed  every  means  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  them,  and  become  their  idol. 
He  augmented,  if  he  did  not  excite,  the  prevailing 
diflike  againft  the  d'Harcourts,  by  whom  he  had 
been  much  favored  and  proteded,  and  encouraged 
the  military  in  their  refolution  to  difobey  orders. 
During  the  period  of  agitation  and  fufpenfe  which 
immediately  preceded  the  14th  of  July,  he  afted 
with  myfterious  duplicity.     He  difcouraged  the  true 
adherents  of  the  king  nrom  uttering  any  expref&on 
which  indicated  a  hope  of  fuccef$,  and  yet  commu- 
nicated a  well-framed  plan  for  the  blockade  of  Paris, 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  monarch.     After  the  taking 
of  the  Baftille,  he  became  more  decided  in  his  con* 
dudt,  promoted  the  views  of  the  infurgents  at  Caen 
and  throughout  the  province  of  Normandy,  and  re- 
commended  the  dvil  and  military  commanders  not 
to  oppofe  the  formation  of  a  national  militia.    Cher- 
bourg was  the  fcene  of  frequent  commotions,  which 
dated  their  commencement  from  the  period  of  bis 
return,  and  which  he  generally  fucceeded  in  difpd- 
ling  with  fuch  facility  as  increaled  the  fufpicion  that 
Nov.i7«9.  he  had  fomented  them.     He  accepted  the  fituation 
^^*  *®     of  commandant -general  of  the  national  guard ;  but 
*"**       the  jealoufy  of  the  nobles  increafmg,  and  the  ^em- 
bly  having  fufpended  the  payment  of  all  appoint- 
ments, he  refigned  his  command,  and  returned  to 
Paris. 
Hit  cm-        Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  was  introduced  to  the 
|)ioyinem«,  j^^^yyjg  ^iy  Crillon,  and  formed  an  aicquaintance 
with  Barrere.     He  drew  up  fome  political  effays  on 
the  emancipation  of  negroes,  in  oppofition  to  Mira- 
beau,  and  on  the  property  of  the  clergy,  which  he 
appears  to  have  difcuSfed  in  a  prefumptuous  and  fii- 
»79o.     perficial  manner.     His  friend  Laporte  being  xDzde 
ttc  ki'n  '°  fteward  of  the  king's  houfehold,  Dumouriez  tranf- 
'"^  *  mitted  through  him  a  note  to  the  king,  advifing  him 
to  repair  to  the  afTembly  without  previous  notice, 
.  and  take  a  voluntary  oath  to  maintam  the  conftiti^' 

tion. 


tlon.    Diunounez  pretends  that  this  letter  induced 
the  king  to  take  that  ftep  in  February  1790.    The 
advice  was  either  treacherous  or  abfurd.     To  advife 
the  king,  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  popularity,  to 
take  the  oath,  was  delivering  him  up  bound  into  the 
hands  of  the  national  aflembly.     The  conftitution 
was  not  yet  formed.     If  it  fhould  prove  a  good 
conftitution,    the    king  might  fwear  to  maintain 
when  his  judgment  approved  it ;  but  if  weak,  con- 
fradiftory,  and  imprafticable,  the  unfortunate  mo- 
narch would  be  reduced  to  a  dreadful  fituation,  by 
fweariiig  to  fupport  fuch  a  conftitution  even  before 
it  was  promulgated.    It  is  lingular  that  Dumouriez 
fliould  avow  himfelf  the  author  of  this  meafure,  be- 
caufe  it  was  the  foundation  of  thofe  ridiculous 
charges  of  perjury,  with  which  the  king  was  after- 
wards affailed. 

To  advife  was  the  rage  of  Dumouriez ;  it  feems^  to  the 
to  have  influenced  his  whole  life.  He  next  advifed  ^'***°* 
the  queen  to  permit  the  Dauphin  to  inrol  himfelf 
amongft  a  battalion  of  boys  belonging  to  the  Rue  de 
Montmartrej  in  which  Dumouriez  lodged  j  and  af- 
figned  as  a  reafon,  that  it  would  gain  popularity 
amongft  the  good  wives  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
queen  refufed  the  proffer  with  honeft  indignation. 
She  recollefted  with  gratitude  the  fervices  and  deaths 
of  the  faithful  gardes  du  corps j  and  exprefled  an 
mvincible  repugnance  to  fee  her  fon  drefTed  in  the 
uniform  of  their  afTaffins.  Dumouriez  blames  her 
for  not  temporifing,  and  juftifies  his  advice  by  a  re- 
currence to  fubfequent  events.  Such  advifcrs  and 
fuch  reafotiers  deferve  nothing  but  difdain. 

During  the  refidence  of  Dumouriez  at  Paris,  the  Hitcir- 
club  of  Feuillans  was  formed  in  oppofition  to  the  J^"' 
Jacobins,  but  though  invited  by  his  friend  Crillon, 
he  would  not  join  this  fociety.  He  was  at  this  time 
much  diftrefted  in  his  finances,  and  obliged  to  fell 
^  plate  for  an  immediate  fupply.  He  found  a  far- 
ther refource  in  the  fortune  of  a  fexnale  fnend  with 

whom 
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Drhom  he  lived;  he  neverthelefs  contrafted  many 
debts.  Mis  refiraation  of  the  command  of  the  na- 
tional guard,  and  his  pecuniary  embarrailments,  may 
appear  to  refute  the  opinion,  that  he  was  devoted  to 
the  duke  of  Orleans  ;  but  at  this  period  Orleans  was 
in  England,  and  Dumouriez,  deftitute  of  fortune, 
and  eager  for  promotion,  was  ready  to  fell  his  fer- 
vices  to  the  firft  purchafer. 

<5«ef  to  He  was  confulted  by  the  colonial  committee,  and 
^^'""*  offered  the  command  of  fix  thoufand  men  intended 
to  reftore  tranquillity  in  the  colonies,  but  declined 
the  fervice.  Dumouriez  had  now  rendered  himfelf 
ferviceable  to  la  Fayette,  and  acquired  his  confidence. 
By  him  he  was  employed  to  examine  into  the  ftate 
or  the  Belgic  infurreftion,  and  to  endeavour 'to  ren- 
der it  favorable  to  the  interefts  of  the  French,  by  oc- 
cupying the  attention  and  efforts  of  the  emperor,  and 
preventmg  his  interference  in  their  affairs.  He  went 
into  Belgium  accompanied  by  two  members  of  the 
Belgic  congreft,  and  in  charafter  of  a  perfony^rr^- 
Ij  acknowledged  by  the  ruling  power  in  France.  He 
found,  however,  the  fituation  of  affairs  fuch  as  to 
fhiflrate  the  hope  of  fulfilling  the  objeft  of  his  mif- 
fion.  He  wrote  two  memorials,  in  which  he  is  faid 
to  have  recommended  an  infidious  and  freacherous 
accommodation  *,  and  returned  to  his  own  country 
after  an  abfence  only  of  feventeen  days. 

Return!  to  He  remained  fome  time  longer  in  Paris,  without 
employment,  endeavouring  to  recommend  himfelf  to 
thofe  who  might  be  inftrumental  in  his  advancement," 
particularly  la  Fayette  and  Laporte,  and  was  fo  au- 
tious  not  to  offend  the  ruling  powers,  that  he  dif- 
continued  his  vifits  to  the  Jacobin  club,  and  his 
name  was  erafed  from  the  books  of  the  fociety.  He 
drew  up  a  plan  for  the  organization  of  a  national 
guard,  which  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
affembly,  but  not  adopted  ;'  and  it  was  propofed  td 

*  Dttmouricc  ITuroaflccd,  p.  t&8« '  -        .     %      " 
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tfntruft  hhn  with  an  important  commiffion  to  Lyons, 
Turin,  and  Swit2:erland ;  but,  partly  through  the  jea- 
loufy  of  Montmorin,  and  partly  through  the  impru- 
dence of  the  committee  of  public  fsJety,  who  di- 
vulged the  intended  appointment,  fo  that  it  wag 
inferted  in  Briffot's  journal,  the  king  refiifed  to  ra- 
tiiy  it.  '  . 

Orleans  was  now  returned,  but  Dumouriez  did     1791. 
not  immediately  rejoin  his  ftandard.     He  had  been  ^'*^^*„t 
courted  by  feveral  parties,  particularly  by  Mirabeau.  wi?h  iSrr^ 
He  was  inclined  to  promote  his  plan  of  a  counter-  ^a«« 
f evolution,  and  had  written  to  the  king  in  fuch 
terms  as  to  obviate  all  objeftions  to  an  appointment 
which  might  be  propofed  for  him.     His  part  was  al- 
ready fixed,'  when  the  unexpefted  death  of  Mirabeati 
puttm  end  to  the  projeft.     When  Dumouriez  after 
this  event  waited  on  Montmorin,  and  mentipned  th6 
mtended  arrangement,  the  minifter,  alarmed  at  thd 
death  of  Mirabeau,  and  perhaps  apprehenfive  of 
treachery,  difclaimed  all  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft. 
Dumouriez  left  him  in  anger,  and  was  again  withi 
out  employ,  and  deftitute  of  hope. 

*  Soon  afterwards  a  promotion  took  place,  andRetwnsta 
Dumouriez  was  advanced  to  the  rank  of  major-i  ^^  J^^^^ 
general  of  the  twelfth  diVifion^  It  is  probable  that 
n-om  the  death  of  Mirabeau  he  had  been  ettdea- 
Vourhig  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  Ofldans,  but 
would  not  declare  himfelf  too  openly  ft)f  fear  of 
fruftrating  his  intended  promotion.  As  foon,  how* 
ever,  as  he  had  attained  this  defited  objeft,  hd 
taftened  to  the  Jacobin  club,  and  was  gracioulljf 
recdved.  He  now  threw  off  the  mafk  of  loyalty* 
and  publicly  oppofed  the  king.  Montmorin  haj 
publiflied,  in  the  king's  name,  a  declaration  agaihft 
the  tyranny  of  the  Jacobins  j  Dumouriez  prodUded 
^d  read  in  their  hall  a  countei^^declaration,  unde# 

•  The  French  army  was  eompofed  of  twtntjr-two  divifSons  j  Do^ 
tiovna  wai  onlj  gsneral  of  a  divifioiii  ttot  geoeral  in  the  anny. . 

the 
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the  name  of  '^  A  Diplomatic  Memorial/'  \rbichi^ajr 
enthufiaftically  applauded.  The  rage  of  advifing 
had  not  left  him ;  and  on  a  propofal  being  ma<ie  at 
the  Jacobins  to  cafliier  all  the  officers  in  the  army, 
and  permit  the  foldiers  to  eled  new  ones,  he  d^w 
up  "  A  Military  Memorial,"  and  i^ead  it  to  the  club  5 
but  they  treated  it  with  little  refped,  and  the  ma** 
jority  difavowed  the  fentiments  it  contained. 
t9th  jime.  Alter  fome  delays,  Dumouriez  repaired  to  Nantz, 
Arrtvn  «t  and  owing  to  the  advanced  age  of  one  major-general^ 
^■■***  and  the  abfence  of  the  other,  the  fole  command  of 
the  twelfth  divifion,  which  extended  over  five  de« 
partments,  devolved  on  him.  Immediately  on  his 
arrival,  he  went  to  the  Jacobin  club,  which  he  cha- 
ra&erifes  by  the  terms  numerous  and  infernal.  His 
attention  met  with  the  moft  flattering  return,  for  he 
was  prefented  with  a  civic  crown,  even^  as  he  mo- 
deftly  exprefles  himfelf,  be/ore  he  bad  dejirved  it. 
A  decree  of  the  affembly  permitted  the  foldiers  to 
vifit  thefe  focieties;  Dumouriez  prevailed  on  the 
officers  to  go  there  alfo.  He  highly  praifes  himfelf 
JFor  this  meafure,  which  feems  only  calculated  to 
fruftrate  every  attempt  to  oppofe  the  afcendancy  of 
the  party  to  which  he  was  attached. 
Bcbairiofir  The  epoch  of  his  arrival  was  remarkable ;  it  pre- 
on^the  ceded,  by  two  days  only,  the  unfortunate  flight  of 
ilgSt!  Louis  XVI.  When  the  couriers  arrived  at  Nantz 
with  the  news,  all  the  public  bodies  afTembled  at 
the  Mint ;  Dumouriez  was  fummoned,  and  repaired 
thither.  He  reached  the  place  with  fome  difficulty, 
6wing  to  the  crowd.  *'  General,"  faid  the  prefi- 
dent,  "  the  king  of  France  is  gone ;  he  has  fled." 
.*•  If  he  be  gone,'*  anfwered  Dumouriez,  "  the  na- 
^^  tioh  dill  remains.  Let  us  deliberate  on  what  as 
**  proper  to  be  done.'*  Some  perfons  propofed  to 
put  all  the  officers  under  arrefl:.  This  was  prevent- 
ed by  the  general,  who  guaranteed  their  fidelity  with 
this  extraordinary  obferyation  :  *^  I  will  take  charge 
^^  of  them  myfelf }  and  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours 

«  you 


**  you  fhall  either  be  affured  of  their  fidelity  to  their 
'*  country,  or  I  (hall  difencumber  you  of  them  with- 
*'  out  violence.  Leave  this  to  me.*'  Thus  by  one  ' 
b©ld  exertion  he  acquired  defpotic  power  over  all  the 
oflScers,  and  left  them  abjedly  at  his  mercy,  and 
without  refource. 

Dumouriez  prefented  to  his  officers  this  altema-  Propofet 
tive ;  either  to  take  an  oath  which  he  would  pre-  ^"  ®*^* 
fcribe,  or  to  leave  the  place  with  paffports  which  he 
would  provide  for  them.  The  officers  could  have 
no  confidence  in  fuch  paffports,  and  therefore  in 
three  hours  affembled  and  took  the  required  oath. 
He  does  not  fpecify  what  this  oath  was,  but  there 
was  no  mention  whatever  of  the  king  *. 

He  next  difpatched  letters  to  Barrere,  and  anop  His  letter* 
ther  member  of  the  affembly,  informing  them,  "  that  ^  ^j^f^^' 
"  without  waiting  for  further  orders,  he  was  about 
"  to  affemble  as  many  troops  as  poffible,  with  a  de- 
"  fign  to  march  to  the  fuccour  of  the  conftituent 
*^  affembly;  for  it  was  there  only  he  could  now 
"  look  for  that  country  which  Louis  had  abandoned, 
"  after  having  within  the  laft  fortm'ght  again  renew- 
"  ed  his  oaths,  and  that,  too,  without  beiag  afked 
"  to  do  fo.'*  This  was  the  moft  encouraging  letter 
which  the  affembly  had  received  irom  any  general 
officer,  and  excited  proportionate  raptures  and  ap^ 
plaufe. 

Dumouriez,  in  the  mean  time,  wrote  to  the  com-  violence 
niandants  of  the  different  detachments  under  his  or-^P'"^^^ 
ders,  recommending  to  them  the  oaths  he  had  taken 
and  enforced,  and  added,  *'  That  on  one  fide  was  to 
"  be  found  true  honor,  patriotifm,  and  virtue, 
'^  while,  on  the  other^  nothing  was  to  be  hoped  for 
''  but  opprobrium,  cowardice,  and  perjury.^*  He 
went,  the  fame  day,  to  the  Jacobin  club,  where  he 
threw  down  his  crofs  of  St.  Louis,  exclaimuig,  that 

.  ^  Dumouriez  Unmafked,  p.  33.    The  general  himfelf  barely  fayt 
It  was  oath  of  obedience  to  the  Qation  and  the  law, 
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he  would  not  wear  the  favors  of  a  tyrant  and  de& 
pot«  A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Benoitoa,  prefident 
of  the  department  of  Nantz,  picked  it  up,  and  re- 
ftored  it  to  him  in  the  nanic  of  bis  country^  after 
having  difgraced  the  military  ornament  with  the 
three-colored  riband,  or,  in  other  words,  with  the 
livery  of  the  duke  of  Orleans  *• 
jstMidtd  But  thefe  fteps  were  only  preparatory  to  the  gnmd 
pjjj^^  *•  part  which  Dumouriez  had  projefted*  He  refolved 
to  go  to  Paris,  and,  for  that  purpofe,  had  coUeded 
eight  thoufand  troops,  who  were  prq>ared  to  march 
the  next  day ;  but  this  defign  was  prevented  by  the 
capture  of  the  king.  He  did  not  flay  at  Naatz  long 
after  this. 
Jaljr.  From  Nantz  he  went  to  Rochelle,  and  fi^om 

Jj^'j^  thence  to  Fontenay-le-Comte,  the  capital  of  la  Ven- 
dee, where  the  violence  of  the  democrats  had  al- 
ready fown  the  feeds  of  that  dreadful  civil  trar 
which  afterwards  broke  out.  He  employed  himfelf, 
according  to  his  own  account,  in  conciliatory  mea- 
fures,  and  drew  a  memorial,  with  a  fketch  of  a  de- 
cree on  the  ftibjeft.  During  his  ftay  s^  Rochdle, 
he  took  fome  unwarrantable  liberties  with  the  mili- 
tary cheft,  and  embroiled  himfelf  with  the  miniAef 
of  juftice.  Involved  in  debt,  and  out  of  ftivor  both 
with  the  Jacobins  and  ariftocrats,  he  found  it  necef- 
fjiry  foon  to  retreat  ta  Niort,  the  capital  des  deuK 
Sevresj  another  department  under  his  commsmdf 
It  is  neceflary,  however,  to  mention,  that  during 
bis  continuance  in  la  Vendue  he  formed  an  intimacy 
with  Genfonne,  which  had  a  great  influence  on  his 
fucceeding  adventures. 
His  me-  In  the  winter  he  fixed  his  abode  at  Niort,  where 
STkisff.  ^  ^^^^  regiftered  a  citizen,  and  was,  during  a  month, 
prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club.     He    was    again 

*  Dumouriex  Untn:iikcd,  p.  35,  3/^.  As  Dumounei  has  whdljT 
iomitted  to  inention  this  tranfaAion  of  the  military  crofs^  and  ftill  con^ 
finucs  to  wear  it,  I  have  related  the  fa£t  ro  the  ¥ery  words  of  luy  Au- 
thor M.  dc  Victtc. 

feized 
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feized  ^th  the  rage  of  advifing,  an 
extraordinary  meafure  for  a  Jacobin 
motives  for  \ijhich  I  fhall  relate  in  h 
"  He  was  perfuaded  that  the  terrible  fa 
••  by  Louis,  after  having  twice  perjured 
"  ferve  as  a  leffon  to  him ;  that  his  h 
**  melted  with  the  generqfity  of  the  Fre) 
**  rtjiored  to  him  a  crown,  which  he 
^*  by  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  that  ver  i 
**  which  he  himfelf  had  fwom  to  obey ;  I 
•*  look  upon  this  event  as  a  fpecies  i 
**  which  would,  at  length,  unite  the 
•*  men,  and  caufe,  Ifirft  confidence  ar 
"  and  afterwards  love  and  order,  to  1 
**  intrigues,   the  confpiracies,  the  hat  i 
**  difcord  which  had  reigned  until  thei 
cordingly  tranfmitted  to  the  king,  thro 
Laporte,  a  long  memorial  relative  to  h: 
duft.     This  memorial  was  divided  int 
and  afFedted  to  guide  the  king  in  poli 
lence,  religion,  and  private  life.     But 
nence  of  advice  did  not  end  there ;  the 
toonitor  announced  eight  other  memori 
manded,  if  the  king  fhould  be  pleafe<: 
bors,  leave  of  abfence,  that  he  mighi: 
finilh  the  whole  at  Paris.     ''  He  confic 
**  a  touchftone  of  the  king's  real  inteii 
"  were  recalled,  he  Ihould  then  be  fure 
**  morial  had  made  a  profound  impreffii 
•*  Louis  was,  in  reality,  determined  to  fu] 
**  by  means  of  the  conftitution :  on  the 
"  a  continuation  of  his  counfels  was  nc 
"  he  fhould  then  be  inclined  to  doubt  a 
**  hopes^  and  predift  nothhif^  hencefortl 
"  tunes,**     The  king  received  this  men 

This  paragraph  is  from  the  pen  of  \hzfoi-difnt  loy 
I  do  not  think  I  hit  t  mm*  talfitiw,  niirif?prcrtntanoin 
perverfiorts  are  to  be  found  in  fo  faiall  a  compafs.  In 
«lioei  of  Lhc  r«fikidei. 
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did  thofe  of  Rouyer,  and  many  others  equally  un« 
pertinent ;  he  made  marginal  notes,  and  put  it  in 
bis  iron  clofet. 
Jan.  i79«.      A  war  was  now  generally  expeded,  and  Dumou- 
Heutenant-  "^^  became  a  lieutenant-general,  by  feniority,  from 
general,     the  prevalence  of  emigratipn.     This  promotion  de- 
tached him  from  the  divifion,  and  he  was  at  Uberty 
to  have  returned  to  Paris,  but  remained  at  Niort  for 
Sent  for  to  fear  of  his  creditors.     While  he  was  in  this  fituation, 
"•'        M.  de  Leflart,  minifter  for  foreign  affairs,  being  in- 
formed of  his  intimacy  with  Genfonne,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  diplomatic  committee,  and  one  of 
the  minifter's  mod  inveterate  perfecutors,  imagined 
that  the  general  might  be  of  fervice  to  him.    Du- 
mouricz  had  folicited  an  employment  in  the  diplo* 
matic  line,  when  de  Leflart  requefted,  his  prefence, 
and  fent  fix  thoufand  livres  (262 1.  10  j.)  to  pay  hiR 
debte  in  Poitou.     On  his  arrival  in  Paris,  Dumou- 
riez  readily  undertook  to  fecure  the  afliflance  of 
Genfonne  and  all  his  co-adjutors,  and  adually  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  pledge  himfelf  to  this  tSe&  to  the 
'  minifter.     He  had  the  addrefs  to  induce  de  Leflart 
to  pay  his  remaining  debts,  which  amounted  to  a 
confiderable  fum  ;  he  then  coincided  with  the  views 
of  thofe  who  fuggefted  that  it  would  be  eafier  tofiip- 
plant  than  fupport  the  minifter,  and  left'  him  to  his 
fete  \ 

When 

r  Bertrand^t  Memoirs,  ▼ol.  ii.  p.  117  to  140,  M.  de  M^ 
came  into  adminiftration  after  the  retreat  of  Neckcr.  At  fiift  h«  **' 
comptroller  general  of  fin  a  ncei,.  afterwards  minUler  for  foreign  aiFalrSi 
during  the  fitting  of  the  legiflatire  aflemWy.  The  minifter  at  the  court 
of  Vienna,  M,  de  Noailles,  traiiTmitted  his  dirpatches  to  de  teflart* 
who  regularly  commtinicated  them  to  BrifTot,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
•  the  diplomatic  committee.  Briilbt  having  obtained,  amongft  other 
papers*  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  prince  Kamiitz,  in  which  the  Ja- 
cobins w«?re  treated  with  difrefprft,  and  the  king  defcrrbcd  as  » 
prifoner,  he  procured  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  de  Leflart.  ^^ 
reaibns  afTigned  for  this  meafare  were,  that  he  had  omitted  to  give 
notice  to  the  aflembly  of  the  combination  formed  by  foreiga  powers 
afrainft  the  lil>erty  of  Prance  f  that  he  had  not  prefled  the  mes/tf^ 
which  were  proper  for  th«  Taicty  tod  defence  of  the  natipa)  thatfj 
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"When  Briflbt  procured  the  decree  of  accufation  March. 
agaihit  de  Leflart,  Dumouriez  had  foHcited,  and,  as  ^^'"'^*f 
he  pretends,  obtained  from  M.  de  Narbonne  a  pro-  affairsr^' 
mife  of  the  command  of  the  fouthern  army  ;  but  I 
confider   this  a  mere  pretence,  as  there  is  no  room 
lo  doubt  the  truth  of  M.  Bertrand's  ftatement,  that 
the  appointment  of  minifter  of  foreign  affairs  was 
exprefsly  defignated  for  him,  in  order  to  aid  the 
views    of  the  Jacobins,  who  were  determined  for 
war.      On  the  arreft  of  de  Leffart,  the  king,  know- 
ing the  futiHty  of  the  charges  againft  him,  and  fup- 
pofing   that  his  confinement  would  be  temporary, 
fent  an  offer  to  Dumouriez  of  his  poft  ad  interim. 
This  he  refufed,  adding,  that  he  preferred  the  com- 
mand which  had  been  promifed.     The  offer  was  re-  ' 
peated    through  the  medium  of  Cahier  de  Gerville, 
and  again  declined  :  at  length  the  appointment  was 
tendered  fine  interim^  and  Dumouriez  declares  that 
he  complied  out  of  pure  obedience. 

When  he  came  into  adminiftration,  the  cabinet  Forma- 
confifted    only   of  three   perfons ;    one  of  whom,  ^^^^^ifty* 
Cahier  de  Gerville,  had  declared  his  determination 
to  refign.     The  firft  objeft,  therefore,  was  to  name 
a  new  miniftry.     Dumouriez,  in  a  private  audience, 
prepared  the  king  to  expeft  a  Jacobin  cabinet,  and 
one  of  that  defcription  was  foon  appointed.     Dr 
mouriez  recommended  Lacofte  for  the  marine  ' 
partment ;    Duranton   minifter  of  juftice,  Cla 
minifter  of  contributions,  and  Roland  mini'' 
the  home  departntent,  were  recommended 
refpeftive  friends  in  the  Jacobin  faction. 
The  day  after  his  appointment,  Dun- 
homage   to  the  jacobins,  by  repairing 
and  putting  ou  the  red  cap^  that  fig' 

liad    given    to    jyrinre    K^iunriz    in  forma  ti  an 
kingdijm,  calcuiflletl  ro  mi  pit!*  untrue  idea? 
^*cf ;  and  hud  rtrfuird  ro  obe}'  ihe  rlt^ripe 
lionvejftd  untltr  a  flrong  gu^ird  lo  Of  If 
nckb  at  V^jrfaillef,  tugeibt  r  with  i  he  rr' 
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alifin  and  rebellion.  He  aflFefts  to  attliinite  this  t# 
miftake,  but  if  there  was  any  miftake,  it  confifted 
in  difplaying  his  principles  too  openly,  and  render* 
ing  diflimulation  more  difEcult. 
?  a**"  h  ^^  ^^^  entrance  into  adminiftration,  he  feems  to 
kSig/  *  have  fet  himfelf  abfolutely  above  the  king,  to  have 
undervalued  his  judgment,  thwarted  his  views,  and 
exerted  himfelf  in  narrowing  his  influence.  I  fliall 
feledt  from  his  own  Memoirs  a  few  inftances  in  which 
he  difplayed  this  difpofition.  Petion,  the  perfonal 
opponent  of  the  king,  applied  for  an  allowance  of 
thirty  thoufand  livrcs  (1312  /.  10  x.)  per  month,  \m- 
der  pretence  of  expending  it  on  the  police.  The 
king  reprefented  that  Petion  was  his  enemy,  and 
would  fpend  the  money  in  circulating  libels  againft 
him.  Dumouriez  treated  this  well-founded  object 
tion  as  a  prejudice;  he  infifted  that  the  money 
jhould  be  granted,  and  that  if  an  ill  ufe  was  diade 
of  it  in  one  month,  it  fhould  be  then  vnthbeld. 
The  king  was  obliged  to  comply  with  this  infidious 
propofal,  and  the  ufe  made  of  the  money  by  Petion 
verified  the  king's  predifUon.  Dumouriez  made  no 
more  payments,  but  the  evil  was  already  done :  Pe- 
tion's  libels  were  become  palatable,  and  Roland 
found  it  his  intereft  to  have  new  ones  daily  printed 
under  his  ovm  roof.  But  while  the  powers  of  the 
Jacobin  fa&ion  were  thus  increaiing ;  while  the  fums 
at  the  difpofal  of  the  minifters  for  fecret  fervices 
were  applied  for  the  purpofe  of  acquiring  new  ad* 
herents  to  their  caufe,  Dumouritz  af^lied  all  his 
pflforts  to  reduce  the  king's  power  of  retaining  af- 
fedion  or  rewarding  fidelity.  With  thofe  who  affeft 
to  regulate  the  adions  of  a  government  by  abftraft 
prinaples  ;  who  judge  of  right  and  wrong  between 
the  rulers  and  the  ruled,  by  an  inflexible  fyftem, 
without  making  allowance  for  the  wants,  the 
pride,  and  the  weaknefles  of  men,  the  following 
ads  of  Dumouriez,  which  I  hefitate  not  to  cenfure, 
will  be  confidered  as  meritorious  and  patriotic.    He 
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Blade  a  geniral  reform  of  the  penfi 

partment,  and  divided  them  into  th 

third  of  which  he  defcribes  thus  :    * 

*'  granted  by  mere  favor,  or  without 

**  the  fcore  of  diplomatic  fervices,  o 

**  with  France ;  for  example,  M.  D 

^*  intendant-general  of  the  poft-office, 

^^  income  of  more  than  two  hundred 

^*  (875o./.)>  had  a  penfion  of  thirty 

*'(i3i2/.  10/.)  a-year  out  of  the 

^'  money.     He  inftantly,  and  withoi 

^'  celled  all  thefe  unjuji  penfions,  ar 

**  ftrokc  of  hii^  pen  gained  between 

^^  hundred  thoufand  livres  (betweei 

,  ^*  30,000/.)  for  his  department.     J 

^*  enough  to  rejijl  the  hng^s  repugnance 

*'  and,  when  the  bufinefs  was  once  fi 

**jefty  was  extremely  well  pleafed 

would  have  been  more  candid  to  hav 

king,  ever  patient  of  infults,  fubmitt 

grace,  to  the  new  privation,  which, 

others,  he  felt  more  fenfibly.    Thecaf 

fuppofmg  it  to  be  true,  is  very  artfu 

this  inftance,  as  in  that  of  the  red  bo 

is  made  of  many  perfons  who  had  r 

pence  for  effential,  and  perhaps  haz 

and  no  other  means  of  fubfiftence. 

methods  of  increafing  the  king's  ad 

the  exertions  of  his  adveriaries  rcnc 

Montmorin  and  de  LeiTart  had  prev 

nominate  fucceifors  to  all  the  minil 

courts :  Dumouriez  fuppreffed  thefe 

tions  5  he  ftates  the  produce  of  his  r< 

lion  (43,750  /.)  J  but  the  injury  they 

caufe  is  incalculable,  nor  can  the  a 

tended  p^triotifm  and  philofophy  gi^ 

to  his  motives* 

He  extended  his  reforms  and  ecor 
other  braxiches  of  bis  dejuirtment  *,  s 
cc  4 
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own  appointments  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou« 
fand  (6562  /.)  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
livres  (5687  /.  10  s.).  But  before  he  made  this  re- 
du£bion,  he  obtained  from  the  aflembly  a  decree 
allowing  fix  millions  (262,500  /.)  for  fecret  fervice 
money,  which  >yas  not  to  be  accounted  for.  This 
allowance  had  been  applied  for  by  former  minifters, 
but  conftantly  refufed.  His  confidential  agent  ia 
office  was  Bonne  Carrcre,  whom  he  nominated  di- 
reftor-general.  This  man  was  a  gambler  by  pro- 
felfion,  and  a  perfon  of  great  intrigue  among  the 
women.  Dumouriez  did  not  efteem  him  the  lefs 
for  thefe  qualities,  and  perfifted  in  retaining  him, 
notwithftanding  the  remonftrances  of  his  colleagues 
and  the  reproaches  of  the  public. 
«oth  Apr,  The  firft  effedlive  operation  of  Dumouriez's  mi- 
creed.  *'  ^iftry  was  the  denunciation  of  war  againft  the  em- 
peror. The  great  fault  imputed  to  preceding  mi- 
nifters had  been  the  avoiding  of  this  meafure,  which 
the  Jacobins  wifhed  to  precipitate  as  the  fole  means 
of  corifolidating  and  increafing  their  power. .  The 
eagernefs  of  Dumouriez  was  better  fuited  to  their 
views  ^ :  he  prefTed  the  king  to  fend  another  am- 
baf&dor  inftead  of  M.  de  Noailles,  and  to  write  to 
the  emperor  in  fuch  a  ftyle  as  would  compel  a  de- 
claration. Before  the  delivery  of  this  letter,  a  cou- 
rier arrived  from  M.  de  Noailles,  with  a  letter  which 
Dumouriez  communicated  to  the  aiTembly,  and  ob- 
tained a  repeal  of  the  decree  of  accufation  which  had 
been  paffed  againft  M  de  Noailles.  He  then  drew 
up  a  report  to  the  affembly,  in  confequence  of  which, 
after  a  long  difcuffion,  war  was  unanimouily  de- 
creed, 
piffercnces  Before  this  period,  there  had  been  fome  diffentions 
in  the  ca-  between  the  members  of  adminiftration.  They  had, 
at  firft,  agreed  very  well ;  but  Roland  and  Claviere- 
foon  began  to  entertain  jealoufies  of  Dumouriex, 

^  Impartial  Hiftoryi  vol.  ii.  p.  s.    Mopre^g  View*  &c« 

who 


who   attached   to  himfelf  Lacofte   and  Degraves. 
This  difpute  appears  to  have  originated  from  madame 
Roland's  praSice  of  giving  cabinet  dinners,  to  which 
the  Girondift  members  of  the  affembly  were  invited^ 
and  by  this   means  obtained  undue  information  of 
the  intended  nveafures  of  government.     Dumouriez 
remonftrated  againft  this  glaring  impropriety ;  but 
the  uxorious  Roland  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
difcontinue  it ;  and  Dumouriez  and  his  friends  dc- 
fifted  from  bringing  their  papers  to  thefe  meetings. 
This  is  his  reprefentation  of  the  matter  :  on  the  other 
fide  it  is  averred,  that  the  immorality  and  profligacy 
of  Bonne  Carrere  gave  offence  to  the  virtuous  Ro- 
land ;  and  that  at  one  of  thefe  dinners  he,  in  pre- 
fence  of  Briffot  and  Genfonn^,  fo  warmly  remon- 
ftrated with  him  on  the  fubjeft,  as  to  induce  him  to 
abftain  from  meeting  with  the  deputies,  or  bringing 
his  papers  to  the  cabinet  dinners*.     The  fcale  o? 
probability  inclines  to  Dumouriez's  account ;  for  it 
is  very  unlikely  that  perfonal  charafter  was  much 
confidered  by  thefe  perfons ;  and  if  that  was  the 
motive  of  difagreement,  it  could  not  have  extended 
to  Lacofte,  Degraves,  and  Duranthon.   The  breach, 
however,  grew  wider ;  madame  Roland  took  every 
opportunity  to  urge  the  impoflibility  of  the  king's 
bang  fincerc  in  his  love  for  the  conftitution ;  and  to 
impel  her  hulband  to  aft  in  a  manner  difrefpectful 
to  the  fovereign  and  difagreeable  to  his  rivals  \ 

This  mode  of  conduft  being  followed  by  Claviere,  Diftreftof 
while  Dumouriez  and  his  affociates  preferved  a  (hew  the  king 
of  refpeft,  naturally  produced  gratitude  and  con-  *"  ^""  ' 
fidence  from  the  king  to  thofe  whom,  by  comparifon, 
he  confidered  his  friends.     Dumouriez  had  two  pri- 
vate interviews  with  the  queen,  of  which  he  has 
given  an  account.     At  the  firft,   the  unfortunate 
princefs  gave  way  to  thofe  emotions  which  her 
fituation  excited,  and  exprefled  anger  and  andpathy 

^  Appeal,  &c«  Vol«  ii.  p«  15.  ^  Ibicf.  vol.  i.  p.  67. 
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SM  DUMOURIEZ. 

againft  her  of^relTors.  At  the  feccmd  ihe  made  thoft 
|]N5a]t-piercing  complaints  which  feelingly  defcribed 
her  miferable  fituation  '•  Had  Dumouriez  poife&dy 
I  will  not  fay  the  fentiments  of  a  French  gentleman^ 
but  merely  the  common  principles  of  humanity,  he 
WQuId  have  exerted  -all  his  addrefs,  rifked  all  his 
credit,  or  hazarded  his  life,  if  neceifary,  to  alleviate 
her  fufferings.  He  contented  himfelf,  however, 
,  with  exhibiting  conftemation  and  uttering  fighs, 
confining  his  confolationfi  to  advice  which  he  knew 
to  be  imprafticable,  a  cordial  union  with  the  national 
aifembly. 
ifffoience  xhc  ftrcngth  of  the  king's  opponents  in  the  ca« 
f  oUkiiM,  binet  was  augmented  by  the  refignation  of  Degravcs, 
who  was  fucceeded  by  Servan,  an  intimate  friend  of 
Briflbt.  This  new  ally  increased  their  audacity,  and 
they  determined  no  longer  to  keep  any  meafures. 
Madame  Roland  had  fuggefled  the  neceflity  of  turn- 
ing out  Dumouriez  to  preferve  the  power  them*- 
felves  " }  and  Dumouriez  thought  to  Iheher  himfelf 
by  means  of  the  king.  The  attack  was  commenced 
at  one  of  the  cabinet  dinners,  where  Guadiet  pro- 
duced a  draft  of  a  long,  harih,  and  infolent  letter, 
to  be  written  by  the  fix  minifters  to  the  king,  for 
the  purpofe  of  compelling  him  to  difmifs  his  non-' 
juring  confefibr,  and  take  one  who  had  fubmitted  to 
take  the  civic  oath.  The  oppofition  made  by  Dumou- 
riez and  Lacofte  to  this  tyrannical  propofal  en- 
raged Guadet;  but  it  was  at  length  withdrawn, 
though  not  without  a  threat  that  it  (hould  be  fpeedily 
renewed. 
Norther  Foiled  in  this  attempt,  and  feeing  the  impoffibility 

•uimpts.  J  ^£  ^jij^jng  the  cabinet,  the  Rolandifts  determined  to 
declare  open  war.  They  commenced  the  attack  in 
their  news-papers,  by  decrying  Dumouriez  and  La- 
cofte as  enemies  to  the  conftitution,  who  encou- 

1  See  Memoirs  of  the  King*  &c. 

«  Appeal,  &c.  vuh  i.  p.  73.  vol.  it.  p.  16^ 
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raged   the   king  to  relift  it  in  the  mod  important 
articles.      They  vifhed  to  force  the  worthlefs  Sillery 
on  the  king  as  governor  to  his  children  ;  and  to  ft;nd 
a  horde  of  Jacobins  as  commiflioners  to  St,  Domingo ; 
but  were   defeated  in  both  their  attempts.     They 
made  a  perfonal  attack  on  Dumouriez  refpefting  the 
fix  millions  (262,500 /•)  allowed  for  fecret  fervicc 
money,     by   attempting   to  take  advantage  of  an 
omiffion  in  the  drawing  up  of  the  decree;  but  Du- 
mouriez made  them  abandon  the  proje<S  and  amend 
the  decree*     From  thefe  fucceffes  it  is  probable  that 
he  entertained   hopes   of  fecuring   to   himfelf  the 
fituation  of  prime  minifter  ;  of  eilablifhing  the  royat 
authority  to  a  certain  degree  under  his  own  aufpices^ 
and  obtaining   a  more  certain   and    more   exalted 
fituation  than  could  be  expefted  from  the  party  to 
which  he  had  hitherto  been  attached.     But  in  trying 
the  experiment  he  would   incur  no  rifk ;  he  urged 
the  king  to  an  exertion  of  his  power  ;  and  when  he 
found   the  ill  effefts  of  it,   treacherouily  deferted 
him. 

The  council  was  now  irreparably  divided*     The  Chang* 
Roiandifts  took  every  opportunity  to  infult  the  king  ^[^(™"; 
and  torture  his  feelings  ;  while  Dumouriez,  Lacoflc, 
and  Dui^anthon  parried  their  attacks.     Roland  pub- 
lifiied  in  his  paper,  called  tbe  Thermometer ^  an  ac- 
count of  thefe  meetings,  and  put  the  worft  poflible 
conftruftioil  on  the  conduct  of  the  king  and  his 
friends.     Servan,  without  confulting  the  king  or  the 
council,  obtained  from  the  aflembly  the  infamous 
decree  for  a  camp  of  twenty  thoufand  men.     When 
it  had  been  fanftioned  and  delivered  to  the  king, 
Dumouriez  violently  reprobated  it,  and  advifed  the 
king  to  oppofe  his  veto.     He  obferved  a  fimilar  con- 
duft  with  refpeft  to  the  decree  for  traniporting  or 
imprifoning  the  non-juring  priefts  j  a  meaiure  which 
militated  fo  much  againfl  the  king's  confcience,  that 
be  declared  he  would  never  confent.    At  length 
15  Roland 


Roland  rendered  it  impoffible  to  preferve  any  longer 
moderation,  by  reading  in  council  his  audacious 
libel,  written  as  a  letter  to  the  king.  The  patience 
of  the  unhappy  monarch  was  worn  out  by  thefe  re- 
peated attack? ;  he  determined  to  difmifs  the  three 
republican  minifters ;  Dumouriez  promifed  to  fup- 
port  him  both  in  that  and  in  refufing  his  fanftion  to 
the  two  obnoxious  decrees,  and  nominated  the  new 
miniftry  himfelf. 
Pamoii-  As  no  perfon  could  immediately  be  found  to  fill 
ininiiiiter  ^^^  ^^^  departmc'tit,  Dumouriez  accepted  it  himfelf, 
and  held  it  together  with  that  of  foreign  affairs  till 
Naillac,  who  was  to  be  his  fucceffor  in  the  latter, 
Ihould  return  from  Deux  Fonts,  where  he  was 
miniftcr. 
14th  June.  In  confequence  of  his  new  appointment,  Dumou- 
^ttcmis  j.;^^  ^35  obliged  to  attend  the  affembly.  He  was 
\^iy^  '  already  apprifed  of  the  endeavours  making  by  the 
difmifled  minifters  to  incenfe  the  people  againft  the 
king  and  all  his  adherents,  and  refolved  to  facrifice 
his  fovereign  to  his  own  fafety  and  popularity.  He 
reached  the  affembly  at  the  moment  when  the  read- 
ing of  Roland's  letter  was  fimflied,  and  when  the 
printing,  and  tranfmiffion  of  it  to  the  departments 
had  jufl:  been  decreed.  He  faw  the  tribunes  filled 
»  with  fans'Cu/oties,  prepared  to  receive  him  with 
fcreams  and  hootings,  and  the  Girondifts  anticipat- 
ing his  difgrace  and  their  own  triumph.  He  was 
not  difmayed>  for  he  well  knew  the  charafter  of  his 
adverfaries ;  ftrong  in  projefting  fecret  frauds,  weak 
when  refolutely  oppofed,  and  dragged  into  the  light ; 
cruel  and  violent  in  their  charafter  of  perfecutors, 
but  timid  and  abjeft  when  attacked.  After  an- 
nouncing the  death  of  Gouvion,  who  had  been  kill- 
ed in  an  aftion  near  Maubeuge,  he  proceeded  to 
read  a  memorial  relative  to  the  war  department, 
which  he  was  not  permitted  to  finifh  without  many 
interruptions.    Being  ordered  to  fign  his  memorial, 

he 


he  did  fb,'  and  inftead  of  delivering  it  to  the  door-^ 
keeper,  went  and  placed  it  with  a  haughty  air  on 
the  tabiei  traverfed  the  whole  length  of  the  hall  with 
a  flow  pace,  and  went  out  by  the  principal  door, 
fiercely     furveying    his    enemies.      This    conduft 
filenced  the  tribunes  ;  their  euriofity  was  excited, 
and  they  precipitated  themfelvesfrom  the  galleries  and 
corridors  of  the  hall  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  him. 
A  violent   debate  enfued,  accounts  of  which  were 
occafionally  brought  to  him  as  he  walked  in  the  gar- 
den of  the  Tuilleries ;  but  he  treated  the  efforts  of 
his  adverfaries  with  contempt,  efpecially  after  they 
had  decreed  the  printing  of  his  memorial,  which  he 
knew   would  reftore  him  to  the  favor  of  the  party 
who  were  gaining  the  afcendency ". 

Dumouriez  now  found  it  neceffary  to  effed  a  Treachery 
fpeedy  and  cordial  reconciliation  with  the  Orleans  f?^*" 
fadion.      He  forefaw  that  the  king  could  not  obtain    *"*^' 
the  advantage  in  the  conteft,  and  refolved  to  make 
a  merit  of  betraying  him.     He  accordingly  intimat- 
ed to  him  the  intentions  of  his  adverfaries,  and  the 
views  of  the  formidable  mob,  which  was  already 
beginning  to  colled  in  the  fuburbs,  and  declared, 
without  circumlocution,  that  he  muft  refign,  unlefs 
the  decree  were  fanclioned.     The  king,  confcious  of 
his  own  redtitude,  aiifwered,  "  Do  not  think,  Sir, 
"  that  I  am  to  be  terrified  by  menaces ;  my  refolu- 
"  tion  is  fixed/*     But  though  the  unhappy  fovereign 
difplayed  this  refolution  before  a  man  of  whofe  con- 
fummate  treachery  he  was  now  well  convinced,  he 
wrote  to  his  friend,  M.  Bertrand,  in  terms  which 
indicated   anguifli   and   indignation.     '*  Only  con- 
"  ceive,'*    he  fays,  "  the  ftrange   inconfiftency  of 
*'  this  man ;  after  having  perfuaded  me  to  difmifs 
"  thofe  three  minifters,.  becaufe  they  infifted  on  my 
*'  fan£tioning  the  decrees,   he  now  abandons   me 

^  The  courage  of  Dumouriez  on  this  occaGon  is  attefted  by  Dr. 
Moort.  View,  v»l.  ii.  p.  484. 

*^  for 


^fbr  perfifting  in  the  meafure  which  he  himfelf 
«  urged  ^'^ 
ittkjaiie.      Dumouriez  continued  in  the  office  of  minifter  at 
JUfigni •     yg^^  |jy^  foyy  dzjs^  duriug  which  he  pretends  that 
he  performed  an  ailonifliing  quantity  of  bufinefs,  h 
much  that  a  cridc  on  his  work  fhews,  with  great 
ad>ilityy  that  it  was  phyfically  impoffible  ^    But  he 
took  care  to  give  in  his  refignadon,  and  make  his 
peace  with  the  predominant  radion  before  the  grand 
explofion  burft  forth.    He  announced  his  reiignation 
to  the  aflembly  on  the  19th  of  June,  in  a  hypocri* 
tical  letter,  wherein  he  iatd,  that  he  envied  the  fate 
of  the  virtuous  Gouvion,  and  fhould  think  himfelf 
moft  happy  if  a  cannon-ball  fliould  unite  all  opinions 
refpeding  him.    The   aflembly  decreed,   that  he 
might  repair  to  his  poft  in  the  army  of  the  north  \ 
where,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  duke  of 
Orleans  was  on  a  vifit,  the  purport  of  which  was 
obvious. 
Condua         The  ex^minifter  remained  in  Paris  fome  days  after 
k  Faycttt.  ^^  refignation.     In  that  interval,  la  Fayette  prefent- 
*  ed  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  aiTembly,  with  com- 
plaints againft  the  Jacobin  club  and  the  Jacobin  ad- 
miniftration.     That  party,  wifhing  to  fet  up  another 
military  leader  in  opppfidon  to  him,  defired  Dumou^ 
riez  to  repair  to  the  club,  and  promifed  to  bring  the 
conteft  to  an  immediab  ifTue ;  but  he  did  not  accede 
sothjune.  to  the  propofal.     During  the  irruption  into  the 
Sw7*'    king's  palace,  he  fliut  himfelf  up  at  home ;  he  al- 
ledges  as  a  reafon,  that  he  could  not  be  of  any  fer- 
vice.    Had   he  really  felt  the  contempt  of  death 
which  he  affected  in  his  letter  to  the  aflembly^  be 
might  then  have  difplayed  it  to  great  advantage: 

•  Bertrand^t  Memoirt»  vol.  ii.  p.  mS4.  Ste  alio  from  p.  t66  to  tS/^ 
for  a  full  account  of  the  cranfaftioii.  XHiinoiuriea  lelatci  it  with  t 
very  different  colour,  but  yet,  ercn  in  his  own  account,  hit  covduct 
apcHntrs  far  from  candid  {  however,  without  entering  into  p^^ 
difcufliont  refpcfling  veracity,  I  think  the  greateft  credit  due  to  M* 
llertrand,  on  the  ground  of  dinntereftedneft* 

f  Lettrei  fur  Dumouriez,  p.  39,  f  Jouriuilf |  Sec*  .   , 
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had  he  been  animated  by  that  loyaky  and  attach* 
ment  to  the  king  which  he  has  fince  pretended,  he 
would  at  leaft  have  made  fome  effort  in  his  favor^ 
either  ia  the  palace  or  in  the  city.  But  it  is  unne- 
ceflary  to  purfoe  the  fubjeft;  whoever  fhall  write 
the  panegyric  of  the  minijier  Monfmorin,  of  the 
general  Whittinghoff,  or  of  any  pe!rfon,  male  or  fe- 
male, who  on  that  execrable  day  furtounded  their 
degraded  fovereigns,  need  be  at  no  paiiis  to  ftigma- 
tize  the  hypocrite  Dumouriez  j  the  contrail  is  m  it- 
felf  fufficient.    ^ 

At  length,  having  pafled  hisJ  accounts,  he  left  Paris  ^*h  J«^y» 
to  join  the  army  at  Valenciennes  under  marfhal  Luck-  J^^^y 
ner.     The  array  was,  at.  this  period,  divided:  the 
majority  of  the  generals  preferved  the  relics  of  mili- 
tary honor^  and  were  defirous  to  co-operate  with  la 
Fayette  in  his  meafures,  fo  tardily  adopted,  for  pre-   * 
ferving  the  royal  family.     The'interefts  of  Orleans 
were  fupported  by  Valence  and  Biron,  who  were 
extremely  anxious  for  the  affiftance  of  Dumouriez. 
On  his  arrival  at  Valenciennes  he  was  treated  with  Treated 
th6  moft  marked  negleft  by  all  but  thofe  two.     The  ^«hco»- 
command,  which  was  his  due  in  point  of  feniority,  ^ 
was  withheld ;  his  arrival  was  not  noticed  in  the  or- 
der of  the  day  ;  neither  the  counterfign  nor  military 
regulations  were  communicated  to  him ;  and  he  was 
not  attended  by  any  guard  of  honor :  in  (hort,  he 
remained,  during  feveral  days,  at  Valenciennes,  as  a 
private  individual.     He  was  treated  in  a  fcoffing, 
contemptuou$  manner  by  the  ftaff*  officers,  and  with 
great  bluntnefs  by  the  marfhal  himfelf.    Orleans  had 
made  his  appearance  at  Valenciennes,  but  his  in- 
fluence was  infufficient  to  balance  that  of  la  Fayette, 
and  during  his  flay  he  faw  nobody  but  Biron. 
^  La  Fayette  was  now  expefted  daily,  and  Dumou-  Anivtr  of 
riez,  who  had  probably  received  information  from  **  Fajrettt, 
Paris  of  the  increafmg  flrcngth  of  the  feftion  to 
which  he  was  devoted,   evinced  a  refolution  to 
emerge  from  his  obfcurity.     He'  obtruded  himfelf 
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refolutely  on  Luckner,  gave  advice,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  repugnance  to  receive  it,  and  perfliaded  him 
that  he  was  in  an  error  in  yielding  to  the  intrignes  of 
la  Fayette,  and  the  influence  of  Cbarleis  Lameth  and 
Mathieu  Montmorenci.  But  all  thefe  reafonings 
were  nullified  by  the  arrival  of  la  Fayette,  to 
whom  Luckner  paid  the  moft  implicit  refpeS:.  All 
the  general  officers  received  him  at  the  head  of  theit 
refpeftive  divifions,  except  Biron,  who  pretended 
not  to  have  been  informed  of  the  regulation,  and 
Dumouriez,  who  had  no  poft  affigned  him. 

After  another  remonflrance,  Luckner,  to  get  rid 
of  Dumouriez,  appointed  him  to  command  tbe 
camp  at  Maulde,  a  fituadon  inferior  to  what  his 
rank  and  feniority  entitled  him  to  expeft,  but  which 
he  accepted  with  chearfulnefs.  Here  he  employed 
himfelf  in  perfecting  difcipline,  and  gaining  the 
cfleem  of  the  foldiers.  He  ufed  every  means  to  ex- 
cite enthufiafm,  and  concentre  efleem.  One  of  hh 
moft  extraordinary  expedients  was  the  choice  of  two 
female  aides-de-camp^  named  Fernig  '•  While  be 
was  thus  occupied,  the  plan  was  formed  that  Luck- 
ner and  k  Fayette  (hould  change  the  armies  under 
their  command,  and  Luckner  fummoned  Dumou- 
riez to  Valenciennes  to  confult  him  on  the  occafion. 
On  his  arrival,  he  was  greatly  furprifed  to  meet  with 
la  Fayette,  who  received  him  with  cool  dignity. 
After  difcuifing  the  intended  operation,  Dumouriez 


•"  Thefe  two  younpf  ladies  were  daughters  of  a  regifter,  who  had 
foimerly  been  a  quarter  mafter  of  HulTars,  and  refided  at  Montagnei 
the  eJdeft  was  twenty-two,  the  yoimgeft  feventecn  yea/s  of  age;  both 
were  fmall,  delicate,  well  educated,  and  inodeft.  Oumouriez  en- 
con  raged  their  ardour,  made  tliem  march  with  all  the  detachments, 
and  frequently  publiihed  an  account  of  their  conduft,  which  inteieftcd 
the  public  in  a  very  great  degree,  and  plealld  the  convention  (o  much 
that  ihey  gave  them  a  hou ft.  They  accompanied  the  general  frm 
Maulde  into  Champaigne,  atid  afterwards  into  the  Lqw  Countries; 
they  were  prefent  at  the  arrettation  of  the  commiiTioners,  and  accom- 
panied him  in  his  flight,  in  confequence  of  which  they  were  outlawed. 
Their  heroifm  is  extraordinary,  the  more  io  as  it  was  not  attended 
with  any  coairfeoefs  of  devieanor,  apd  their  chaility  is  uniirpeached. 

feid 


fiud  to  Mm,  "  You  ate  doubtlefs  forry,  as  well  as 
**  myfclf,  that  I  fhould  be,  for  a  few  days^  under 
^  your  command  5  I  however  promife,  in  the  pre- 
*'  fence  of  the  marflial,  to  ferve  you  faithfully,  pro- 
"  vided  you  labor  for  the  good  of  your  country. 
*'  But  you  may  eaiily  imagine  I  cannot  forget  your- 
^  condud,  and  I  fwear  to  you  that  we  Aall  deter-* 
**  mine  our  quarrel  at  the  conclufion  of  the  war.*' 
This  menace  gave  rife  to  the  report  of  a  duel  be* 
tween  the  two  generals,  which  was  circulated  at 
Paris. 

Dumouriez  now  received  pofitive  orders  for  his  Difobc. , 
conduft,  but  in  the  abfcnce  of  la  Fayette  and  ^'^J|J|^J*^ 
Luckner,  and  after  the  arrival  of  Dillon,  he  affumed  ri"i/  ' 
a  power  of  difobeying  or  extending  them  according 
to  his  own  judgment.  In  fad:,  nothing  elfe  could 
be  expected  from  the  conditional  promife  he  had 
made  to  la  Fayette,  and  from  the  infubordination 
inculcated  by  the  Jacobin  fadkion.  Thi«  produced 
a  complaint  from  Luckner  to  the  king.  La  Fayette 
fent  orders  ta  Dillon  to  arrefl  Dumouriez,  and  fend 
him  to  Metz,  which,  however,  Dillon  was  afraid  to 
execute,  and  therefore  never'revealed  them  till  after 
la  Fayette's  defeftion.  La  Fayette  had  previoufly 
applied  for  a  decree,  authorifing  this  meafure,  but  it 
was  fruflrated  by  the  reprefentations  of  Dumouriez, 
who  maintained  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  the 
national  aiTembly. 

Meanwhile  the  war  was  carried  on  merely  on  de-  loth  Aug. 
fenfive  principles,  in  fpite  of  the  remonftrances  of^J^n**"^ 
Dumouriez,  who  was  anxious  to  attempt  the  con-  mouriex. 
queft  of  the  Low  Countries.     Difappointed.  in  this 
aim,  he  waited  for  a  more  favorable  opportunity ; 
and  continued  to  increafe  the  fkill  and  difcipline  of 
Ws  foldiers,  and  to  augment  their  perfonal  attach- 
m^t  to  himfelf.     While  he  was  thus  occupied,  the 
cataftrophe  of  the  loth  of  Auguft  took  place^     Ar- 
thur Dillon,  with  a  franknefs  and  promptitude  which. 
do  him  the  greateft  honour,  had  addreffed  a  fhort 
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ud  anergic  procbmadon  to  his  army,  reoommeiid- 
iiig  to  thflm  a  renewal  of  the  oath  to  fupport  die 
coaftittttioii,  and  remain  faithful  to  the  nadon,  the 
law,  and  the  king.     He  tranfinitted  orders  to  Du- 
mottriez  to  take  the  fame  meafures  with  die  foldiers 
under    his   command;    but   Dumouriez   was  in- 
flttenced  by  coniideradons  widely  different.      He 
was  better  apprized  of  the  real  ftate  of  affairs  in 
Pkris ;  and  had  learned  from  his  fadion  there^  mt  to 
occupy  Iris  attention  about  the  per/on  of  the  kingj  vtbo^ 
all  augu/i  as  he  was^  was  no  more  than  afecondary  ob- 
je£i '.     Isklependent  of  his  real  prediiedion  for  the 
Orleans  party,  he  perceived  diat,  by  obeying  DiHon, 
be  muft  have  a£ked  in  a  capacity  fubordinate  to  both 
him  asid  la  Fayette.    He  accordingly  difregarded  the 
orders,  and  adminiftered  the  oath  to  maintain  li- 
berty and  equality'.     He  already  andcipated  bis 
tiiumph  over  Dillon,  and  congratulated  himfelf  on 
his  ;q>proacluqg  confequeace  m  a  letter  to  Gen- 
fonne,  where  hd  fays ;  ^^  Dillon  has  undone  himfelf 
^^  by  an  aivowal  of  his  attachment  to  the  royal 
^^  caufe«    I  have  formally  difobeyed  him ;  I  hope  I 
^^  (bill  at  length  have  it  in  my  power  to  render 
^^  great  fiarvice  to  the  foverdgnty  and  liberty  of  the 
"  French  nation  ^** 
Com-  But  d)efe  expedations  were  not  immediately  ful- 

roanderin  gjj^^  j^j^  FaytlJte  had  completed  lus  career  by 
flight,  after  having  imprifoned  the  commiificMiers 
charged  to  arseft  lum.  The  commiffioners  fent  to 
the  other  divifions  of  the  army  had  received  Dillon's 
apolodes,  and  reftored  him  to  his  rank.  Dumou- 
riez thought  this  decifion  injurious  to  himfelf,  and 

r  Dumourin^ft  own  words •  Ltfe»  voi.  iii.  p,  59.  Hit  whole 
reaibning  00  this  event,  is  abfurd  and  fallacious,  io  proportion  to  the 
treacherf  of  bit  origtiial  condtid»  and  the  hypocrify  of  his  fubiequent 
(Uttemeiita. 

•  Peltier's  late  Pifiuce,  vol.  ii*  p«  «6j.  Iii){«iitial  Hiftory*  vol.  ii. 
p.  ISO,  &c. 

'  Pckier*a  late  Pidnrti  toI.  ii.  p,  lyt. 
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preyaued  on  Couthon,  who  was  then  srt  St. 
Aman^,  to  reprefent  the  cafe  to  the  cpmmffliolniBrs. 
Meanwhile  dte  friends  of  Dumoimte  ip  Paris,  had^4^  AoJ- 
procured  the  complete  gratification  of  his  wifhes  by 
hdntinating  him  commander  in  chief  of  the  two  ' 
armies^  His  firft  ftep  was  to  make  fomc  promotioris 
which  he  deemed  neceflBiry  for  the  good  of  the  fef- 
vice,  and  to  liberate  the  commiffion^rs  whom  Ik 
Fayette  had  arreftcfd. 

On  taking  the  command  of  la  Fayette's  army,  State  of 
Dumouriez  found  it  in  a  moft  ahrming  ftate.  A  *  *  *""^* 
general  conffematipn  prevailed.  The  foldiers  con- 
fidered  all  thdr  officers  as  traitors,  and  neglefted  all 
difcipline  and  ftibordination.  The  troops,  efpeciaUy 
the  cavalry,  were  attached  to  their  former  generaf, 
znd  prejudiced  againft  their  new  conmiaxuler.  He 
was  execrated  as*  the  author  of  a  war  which  pro* 
mif^  ndther  Honour  or  advantage,  and  which  was 
lio  lefs  unpopular  in  the  camp  than  in  die  cotrntr^. 
He  was  Unknown  to  the  officers  with  whom  he  wais 
to  co-ojterate,  and  the  foldiers  he  was  to  command. 
The  news  of  the  km^  of  Pruffia's  invafion  fptead 
terror  and  difmay.  Verdun  was  befieged ;  and  an 
arnsiy  of  only  twenty-three  thoufand  diforganized 
troops  was  all  the  force  oppofed  to  upwatrds  of 
eighty  thoufand  well-difciplined  men,  conducted  by 
a  powerful  monarch  and  celebrated  generals. 

Under  thefe  inaufpicious  circumftances,  Dumptr*  Com- 
riez  commenced  a  campaign,  which,  from  its  fuc-  o>«J|cc. 
cefs,  may  be  reckoned  among  the  moil:  glorious  of  jij^  cm 
thofe  which  adorn  the  page  of  hiftory.    It  is  not  pugn. 
within  the  compafs  of   this  work  to  defcribe  the 
manoeuvres  of  the  war,  nor  fliall  I  attempt  to 
elucidate  the  motives  which  dire£ted  the  conduct  of 
the  allies.    Much  has  been  written,  and  many  con^ 
tradiftory    narratives    confidently    circulated,    but 
nothing   diminifhes  the  military  reputation  of  the 
general.      Whether  any  part  of  his  fuccefs  was 
owing  to  dexterous  negotiation  or  deceitful  promifes^ 
.    D  D  2  cannot 
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cannot  be  exaftly  afccrtained,  but  the  conduft  of 

his  opponents  is  in  many  refpeds  inexplicable. 

ftttfa  Aug.      His  firft  ftep  was  to  affcmble  a  council  of  war, 

ofw!*     m  which  Dillon,  who  now  ferved  under  Dumouriez, 

recommended  a  plan  which  had  for  its  principal  ob- 

jeft  the  defence  of  Paris.     Dumouriez  did  not  ex- 

prefs  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjed,  but  in  private 

determined  otherwife ;  he  communicated  his  projects 

to  colonel,  afterwards  general,  Thoilvenot,  and  they 

jointly  relblved  to  defend  the  forefl  of  Argonne,  as 

the  Thermopylae  of  France.      Part  of  his  hopes 

were  founded  on  the  obftrudion  which  the  Pruflians 

Surrender  Were  likely  to  encounter  at  Verdun  j  that  place, 

of  Verdun,  however,  furrendered  without  any  defence,  notwith- 

ftanding  a  reinforcement  which  he  had  diilrefled 

himfelf  to  fend,  and  in  fpite  of  the  remonftrances  and 

defperatQ  heroifm  of  Beaurepaire ".        - 

oppofition      When  Dumouriez  had  afiumed  the  pofition  on 

of  the       which  all  his  expedlations  depended,  he  had  ftill  ia- 

^^*"**    conceivable  difficulties  to  furmount.      The  other 

generals  openly  difapproved  his  plan ;  they  cenfured 

all  his  meafuresj  and  as  each  of  them  had  his  little 

^  Beaurefaire  wa8cdloi>el  of  the  regiment  of  Mayenne  andLoire^ 
and  commander  of  the  garrifon  of  Verdun.  The  tovim  was  n6t 
ftrongy  but  well  viAualled  ;  the  garrifon  confifted  of  twt>  battaiiwis 
.only.  The  magiftrates  and  citizens  propefed  to  capitulate^  be  /epaired 
to  the  town^bali,  and  remonftrated  againft  the  intentions.  His  argu- 
ments, however,  failed  of  tfte€ti  treafon  or  terror  jpleaded  more  power- 
fully on  the  oth^r  iide,  and  the  furrender  was  reiotvetf  on.  Enraged 
at  this,  Beaurepaire  drew  a  piftol  and  /hot  himfelf  in  full  council* 
His  foldiers,  animated  by  this  afi  of  heroifm,  would  not  fuffer  him  to 
1>e  buried  in  a  city  which  was  foon  to  be  in  the  poflefiton  of  an  enemy* 
but  conveyed  him  to  St.  Menehould.  The  national  afl*embly9  decreed 
that  his  remains  Ihould  be  moved  from  St.  Menehould  to  Paris,  anct 
interred  in  the  Pantheon  ;  that  an  infcription  ihouid  be  placed  on  his* 
roonuroenty  denoting  that  he  preferred  death  to  a  capitulation  with 
tyrants  i  and  that  his  pay  (hould  be  continued  to  his  widow  and  fon 
during  their  lives.  The  regiment  of  which  he  had  been  colonel 
aifumed  his  name,  and  when  the  Pruflians  evacuated  Verdun^  the 
commune  of  Paris  refolved  that  the  name  of  that  city  ihould  be 
chanced  'o  Beaurepaire.  This  z€t  of  fuicide  was  beneficial  to  the  pub. 
lic»  by  exciting  heroic  fentiments  and  refolute  fidelity ;  the  French 
were  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  foon  after  the  event,  the  Death  OJt 
SfiAVREr  AIRS  formed  the  fubjefi  of  a  dramatic  fpehacle  at  Paris. 

cabals^ 
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catoi,  Kis  junto  of  friends  in  the  metropolis,  to 
them  they  made  conftant  appeals.  The  foldiers 
were  aftuated  by  the  fame  fpirit ;  though  difcipline 
was  m  fome  meafure  enforced,  yet  they  complained 
loudly  of  their  fufFerings,  and  their  impatience  fre- 
quently broke  out  in  remonftrances  againft  his  con- 
duft  in  confining  them  to  the  dreary  wilds  of 
Champagne  pouilleufe.  In  this  ftate  he  continued, 
enforcing  his  orders  in  defiance  of  oppofition,  and 
gaining  the  hearts  of  his  men  by  franknefs  and  affa- 
bility, till  the  rainy  feafon  commenced,  when  the 
fituation  of  the  invaders  became  truly  deplorable. 
Their  fupplies  were  intercepted  by  the  garrifons  of 
Sedan,  Montmedy,  Thionville,  and  Metz ;  ficknefs 
and  famine  made  the  mod  difmal  ravages.  It  was 
the  intereft  of  the  invaders  to  have  attempted 
finifhing  the  campaign  by  one  decifive  engagement ; 
this  Dumouriez  knew,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
ardour  of  fome  troops  who  were  willing  to  rilk  every 
thing,  he  refolved  to  preferve  his  flrength,  and  gain 
conqueft  by  delay.  He  therefore  determined  to  i^thSept. 
Ihift  his  pofition,  and  retreat  from  Grandpre  to  ^X^^ 
St.  Menehould,  which  he  eflfefted  in  the  night,  with  Grandprl. 
great  privacy,  in  good  order,  and  without  accident, 
except  an  alarm  arifing  from  the  miftake  of  general 
Chazot,  ten  thoufand  of  whofe  troops  fled  before 
fifteen  hundred  PrulHans,  with  fuch  precipitation 
and  fuch  increafing  panic,  that,  but  for  the  good 
conduft  of  Duval,  Stengel,  and  Miranda,  the  whole 
army  might  have  been  annihilated.  Dumouriez 
afterwards  fent  fifty  of  the  deferters  to  Paris,  dit 
armed  and  pinioned. 

Some  of  the  fugitives  fpread  the  alarm  with  which  ^*^^ 
they  were  infefted  even  to  Paris.  In  that  perturbed  *"** 
city,  terror,  fufpicion,  jealoufy,  and  fury  prevailed. 
The  mofl  difcordant  opinions  were  broached  re- 
Ipefting  the  principles  and  views  of  Dumouriez. 
He  was  with  equal  confidence  accufe4  of  cowai^dice 
and  temerity,  indecifion  and  obftinacyj  treachery 

p  P  3  wa^i 
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was  not  omitted;  and  it  was  qrcn  aflerted  tbat  ht 
waa  gone  over  to  the  invading  anny,  but  the  aflfem^ 
biy  iirevented  this  rumour  from  g^amiqg  Kround,  by 
imprifoning  the  reporter  '•  The  RoIimidUls  in  ad- 
miniftration  pre&d  him  to  fall  back  for  the  defence 
of  Parity  and  medidated^  a  flight  acroft  the  Loir^ 
removing  with  diem  flie  king  and  the  aflfcmblf. 
I)umounez,  however,  refufed  obedience  to  tfaor 
commands,  en^ging  his  own  refponfibility  on  the 
event,  and  thear  projeSed  flight  was  oppofed  and 
prevented  by  Danton'',  The  general's  anfwers 
were  always  couched  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms  of 
difobedience,  and  fometimes  of  contempt  for  the 
miniftry,  who  were  too  timid,  ill-informed,  and 
irrefolute  to  enforce  fubmiflion  or  claim  refped. 
Abolhion  Meanwhile  the  national  convention  had  affemUed 
^  "^•'^'  and  pronounced  the  abolition  of  royalty.  On  this 
fubjeft  Dumouriez  cloaks  his  principles  under  the 
femblance  of  patriotifm.  He  fs^ys,  ^'  the  general 
^  was  aflMfted  at  the  extreme  frecipitatim  of  fmh  a 
'^  meafure^  but  he  had  the  enemy  in  fight,  and  what- 
^*  ever  might  be  his  own  private  opimon,  it  did  not 
^*  belong  to  him,  in  fo  critical  a  pofition,  to  difpuiB 
^*  with  Ins  nation  the  right  of  annihilating  a  cofj^tvr 
^^  tion  which  it  had  given  itfe^y  and  of  changing  the 
**  nature  of  its  government."  The  abfiirdity  and 
hypocrify  of  this  policion  are  grofs  and  flagrant.  It 
feems  to  in£er  that  the  right  of  the  nation  to  an« 
nihilate  the  confticution  arofe  from  their  having 
created  it  j  an  infinuation  equally  fidfe  and  ridi- 
culous, tending  to  create  endlefe  uncertainty  in  go- 
vernment, and  juftify  the  violation  of  oaths  and  corn- 
pads.  The  pretence  that  it  did  not  belong  to  him 
to  diipute,  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  a  man 
whofe  whole  conduft  was  a  feries  of  refraftorinefs 
and  difobedience,  and  who  boafts  that  he  main- 
tained the  pofition  of  his  army  by  difputing  the  com- 

*  Mboit*s  }ounuil»  vol.  i.  p»  %^\.  7  See  Dajitoii. 
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Tnands  of  the  fundioiiaries  of  that 
^which   he  pretends  fuch  high  tefyei 
pretends  that  a  fear  of  the  invading  a 
emigrants  ought  to  have  reftrained  hi 
any  efibrt  on  behadf  of  the  king ;  bu 
at  that  period,  he  could  have  obti 
king  of  Pruffia  and  from  the  emigra 
dons  he  chofe ,  and  have  reftored  p& 
by  a  fafe  and  honouraUe  n^otiaiion 
Soon  after  the  abolition  of  royalty 
from  the  convention  arrived  in  the  ; 
worthy  of  obiervaticxi  that  l^Uenrj  a  ii 
voted  to  Orleans,  was  one  ot  thei 
Prieur  were  the  other  two.      Several 
taken  place,  which  tended  to  convin : 
that  under  the  prefent  circumftanc< 
impoffible  to  attain  the  ofajed  of  tbi 
force.      General  Kellermann  intimai 
rieZ)  that  a  conference  was  reque 
Manftem  on  behalf  of  the  king  oi 
mouriez  immediately  repaired  to  the  ]  i 
where,  under  pretence  of  n^oti^tii 
of  prUbners,  a  converfation  was  beg  i 
ral  objefis  of  the  war.    In  the  cou 
ference,  Dumouriez  was  informed  i  i 
equivocal  terms,  that  it  depended  up<  i 
end  to  hoftilities ;  that,  far  from  be  i 
his  endeavours,  he  (hould  be  fumiil  i 
affiftance  he  could  deiire,  if  he  wou  i 
diforders   of  France  j   that  he  flic  i 
terms  of  peace,  and  that  he  would 
greateft  fervice  not  only  to  his  nati^  ; 
to  all  Europe.      The  reply  was  eval  i 
At  a  jfecond  interview  they  came  m  ; 
to  the  point.      Dumouriez  havinj 
prove  that  it  was  contrary  to  the   ; 
king  of  Pruiiia  to  continue  the  W5 
fured  him  it  was  not  the  wifli  of  th: 
prefented  him  with  fome  prqjofitic  i 
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fix  articles,  which  Dumoutiez  himfdf  acknowledges 
to  be  very  moderate.  The  drO,  was,  that  the  kmg 
ihould  be  liberated  from  prifon,  and  that  his  au- 
thority ihould  be  reftored  to  him  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  it  exifted  previouily  to  the  tenth  of  AuguiL 
In  anfwer  to  this,  Dumourlez  contented  himfelf  with 
(hewing  the  bulletin^  containing  the  decree  for  the 
abolition  of  roysdty,  expreffing  his  extreme  concern 
that  things  were  carried  to  fuch  an  extremity,  more 
efpedally  as  he  did  not  perceive  any  remedy. 
RMrettof  A  truce  was  agreed  upon,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
^^?  ^'  Ikirmiihes  between  the  fronts  of  the  two  armies  ;  but 
SothSept.  ^  kw  days  afterwards,  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  having 
publiflied  his  famous  manifefto,  Dumouriez  termi. 
pated  the  truce  without  further  conference.  In 
two  days,  the  combined  armies  commenced  their 
retreat,  which,  though  perpetually  hara0ed  and 
oppofed,  they  at  length  effeAed,  having  lofl,  by  the 
account  of  Dumouriez,  near  thirty  thoufand  men, 
of  whom  not  more  than  two  thoufand  fell  by  the 
fword. 
Heftee.  Thus  ended  this  celebrated  campaign,  ^ch, 

tionson     y^hatever  glory  it.  may   give  to  Dumouriez  as  a 

the  cam-  i       ^      ^  »         ^  n  •     •   i-i  i       i*r  

paign.  general  and  a  negotiator,  itamps  mdeuble  dilgrace 
on  his  name  as  a  man  and  a  fubjed.  His  BSe&ed 
'  refped  for  a  decree  of  the  convention,  fo  furrepti- 
tioufly  pafTed  as  that  for  the  abolition  of  royalty,  Bnd 
his  omitting  to  publifh  the  king  of  Pruifia's  propoi- 
fals,  fo  as  to  give  the  nation  at  large  the  means  of 
judging  of  their  expediency,  difplay  his  motives  in 
the  moil  indubitable  manner.  His  condu£l  couM 
not  be  beneficial  either  to  the  king  or  the  nation;  it 
was  calculated 'merely  to  benefit  the  Orleans  ft' 
mily,  whofe  views  would  have  been  ruined  by 
peace,  or  by  any  treaty  in  which  the  interefl  of  the 
unfortunate  monarch  was  at  all  confidered*  At  the 
fame  time,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  nekt  to  conclude 
irig  the  negotiation  by  dilating  terms  of  peace,  Dut 
roovrie?  ernbraced  the  wifeft  courfe  he  could  poffihly 

jdopt, 


adopt.  He  juftified  the  opinion  of  the  marquis  de 
Bouille,  that  he  was  a  no  lefs  able  negotiator  than 
ikilful  general  *.  By  his  difcourfes  with  Manftein, 
and  his  memorial  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  he  infufed 
into  that  monarch  thofe  fentiments  which,  rein- 
forced by  other  arguments,  contributed  to  produce 
a  coolnefs  on  his  part  to  the  objedls  of  the  war, 
created  jealoufies  between  him  and  the  emperor, 
and  finally  occafioned  his  defection  from  the  grand 
alliance. 

Previous  to  his  undertaking  the  conqueft  of  the  nthoa. 

Low  Countries,  Dumouriez  was  anxious  to  tafte  the  Arrives  io 

intoxicating  draught  of  popularity  in  the   capital, 

AccQrdingly,  without  obtaining  leave  of  abfence, 

which  he  pretends  was  not  neceflary,  he  repaired  to 

Paris,  and  ptefented  himfelf  at  the  bar  of  the  national 

convention*     He  made  a  fpee^h,  in  which  he  aflured 

the  legiflature,  that  "  liberty  was  triumphant  every 

"  where  ;   that,  guided  by  philofophy,  it  would  fooa 

"  overfpread  the  univerfe,  and,  after  having  cruftied 

♦'  defpotifm  and  enlightened  the  people,  would  be 

'^  feated  on  all  thrones."     His  fpeech  was  replete  . 

with  boafts  of  the  valour  and  good  qualities  of  his 

foldierg,  and  with  infulting  refleftions  on  the  enemy.  - 

He  complimented  the  convention  on  the  conftitu- 

tional  laws  they  were  about  to  frame,  in  which  he 

anticipated  the  happinefs  and  fraternity  of  nations  j  but 

he  did  not  exprefs,  direftly  or  indireftly,  the  fmalleft 

folicitude  refpefting  the  fate  of  the  king,  or  a  wifli 

that  the  rigours  of  his  captivity  fhould  be  mitigated. 

A  prodigious  concourfe  attended  from  the  expeda- 

tion  of  feeing  and  hearing  him,  but  when  his  arrival 

was   announced   to  the   convention,  the  prefident 

fuflFered  him  to  wait  an  hour  in  the  antichamber 

t>efore  he  was  introduced.     This  cool  reception  was 

fuS^ient  to  check  the  glow  of  confidence,  and  af« 

forded 
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forded  but  an  hopelefs  fpecimen  of  republican  grati- 
tude •. 
Ctlnmniet  To  prevent  fufpicion  and  obviate  calunmy,  Du- 
mouriez  had  found  it  neceilary  to  declare  that  he  only 
came  to  Paris  to  arrange  the  plan  of  a*  winter  cam« 
paign,  and  that  he  intended  to  flay  four  days.  Du- 
ring  this  period  he  was  treated  with  the  moft  flatter- 
ing attention  by  the  public,  and  by  the  Gironde  in 
particular ;  but  this  circumftance  tended  to  injure 
him,  and  in  the  end  was  fetal  to  his  power.  Even  - 
while  he  remained  in  Paris,  calumnies  were  cbcu- 
bted  againfl  him ;  the  greatnels  of  his  fervices  and 
the  brilliancy  of  his  reputation  could  not  flueld  him 
irom  the  iniblence  of  Marat.  The  principal  caufe 
of  complaint  brought  forward  by  this  worthlefs  in- 
cendiary, was  his  treatment  of  two  battalions  of 
I^iian  federates.  Thefe  men  had  murdered  four 
Pruffian  or  emig;raiit  deferters,  who  jdned  the 
French  army  at  Rhetel,  and  by  order  of  Dumouriez 
the  whole  battalions,  had  been  difarmed,  but  on  de- 
livering up  the  perpetrators  of  the  murder,  their 
arms  and  colours  had  been  reftored.  The  culprits, 
in  number  forty-two,  were  fent  to  Paris  to  be  tried 
by  the  lemons  to  which  they  belonged.  One  of 
the  principal  delinquents,  whofe  name  was  PUkfj 
having  efcaped  to  Paris,  complained  of  the  gene* 
rars  conduA  to  Marat,  who  immediately  manu- 
faftured  a  charge  of  incivifm,  counter-revolution, 
and  ariftocracy,  with  which  he  daily  filled  the  pages 
of  his  new^-paper,  and  attempted  to  obtrude  a  faJfe 
reprefentation  of  the  bufineis  on  the  convention. 
He  alfo  feized  the  opportunity,  when  Dumouriez 
was  enjoying,  in  company  with  the  i^inifters,  a  f^te 
given  by  a  diftinguifhed  female  at  the  Theatre  des 
Varietesy  to  difturb  the  prevailing  harmony,  and 
infult  the  general  in  public.    He  went,  accompanied 

^  Debates*    M«9re*s  Jouniali  vol,  ii.  p.  iit. 

by 


by  il|0  two  other  commiffioaers  whom 
hid  an^int^  to  inquire  into  the  affa 
«Qd  Bf  Oiltaiilt»  and  aceoftmff  the  gener: 
h^tjdl  manner,  fummoned  him  to  tell 
hay^  tbe  aodaeity  to  commit  a  violent  a 
^mEI:  aniaft  eftimable  cittzeni.     Dumoi 
^  him  wkk  bom,  replied,  *^  What  1 
<^  msm  called  Marat?— 'I  have  nothi 
*'  you/*     But  he  addrefled  himfelf 
cisiamUfioaers,  and  entered  into  a  Ail 
of  his  condud.     Marat,  however,  did 
affair ;  he  made  a  report,  of  the  intc 
J^^oobins^  replete  with  farcafms  a^ainft 
he  procured  a  new  trial  for  the  murdeii 
a  reYerfai  of  their  fentence,  and  tli 
criqAinalicy  was  retorted  on  general  4 
had  iirft  complained  on  the  fubjeft  ^. 
NotwitKilandihg  this  infult  offered 
n^^nera,  Dumomie?  could  not  difpi 
neceiily  of  viiitmg  the  Jacobin  club,  \ 
Teci»y^  in  a  very  flattering  manner, 
menta  of  the  republican  general  were 
the  declamations  of  the  republican  pro 
ton,    and  the  abfurdides  of  the  bii 
d'Herbois  \ 

The  private  tranfa&bns  of  Dumouri* 
vlfit  to  Paris  cannot  b^  afcertained.  TS\ 
appears  from  any  narradve  by  himfel 
juftiBes  it  on  any  oftenfible  account,  li 
to  aflert  that  he  left  his  army  to  cone 
operations  with  minifters  whom  he  m:i 
difbbeying,  and  with  whom  he  does  i ; 
l^ve  concerted  any  thing,  not  even  i 
hwiibing  his  troops  with  the  firft  nec< 
thick  veu  which  hides  many  of  the  in  [ 
Orleans  ia^lion  will  perhaps  for  ev! 

^  }4oon'*t  Jojirntl,  vol.  ii.  p.  159.  1 7». 

*  Id.  p.  157.    Rgbcfpitrre  a  fes  Comi^nftDSi  vol , 
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certain  knowledge  of  his  views  and  engagetnents ; 
but  his  condud  at  that  and  fubfequent  periods 
proves  that  he  took  his  bias  from  the  con^iratdrs  of 
the  Palais  Royal.  He  was  defirous  to  effeft  a  re- 
conciliation between  Danton  and  the  Gironde,  and 
certainly  became  jealous  of  the  influence  of  the 
Mountain,  and  of  the  ambition  bf  Robefpierre.  He 
attached  himfeif  to  the  minifterial  party,  who  neither 
loved  or  efteemed  him,  and  only  countenanced  him, 
becaufe  their  power  would  be  augmented  by  his 
fuccefs.  By  this  conduft  he  exafperated  the  Jaco- 
bins, who  proclaimed  every  wberethat  he  had  come 
to  the  capital  merely  to  flatter  his  vanity,  and  to  con- 
cert dangerous  plots ;  and  Marat  announced,  that 
the  general  was  undertaking  the  conqueft  of  the 
Low  Countries,  with  a  view  to  make  himfeif  duke 
of  Brabant. 

On  his  arrival  at  Valenciennes,  he  teamed  that 
the  war  minifter  was  changed,  Servan  having  been 
fucceeded  by  Pache.  Although  he  found  the  army 
in  want  of  every  neceflary,  and  was  without  money  to 
pay  the  troops,  yet  he  refolved  to  comtnence  his 
operations.  This  brilliapt  campaign,  which  iirft 
fpread  the  terror  of  the  French  name,  luid  laid  the 
foundation  of  all  their  fubfequent  fuccefles,  was  cal- 
culated, as  Dumouriez  obferves,  like  a  game  of 
chefs,  in  confequence  of  great  fuperiority  in  numbers 
and  artillery.  He  iffued  a  proclamation  to  the  Bel- 
gians, replete  with  fallacy  and  delufion,  offering 
afliftance  which  was  not  defigned,  and  promiiing 
forbearance  which  could  not  be  maintained.  After 
feveral  delays,  owing  to  the  refradory  difpoiition  of 
general  Labourdonnaye,  and  the  waAt  of  fupplies, 
he  took  the  field.  His  iirft  operation  was  rather 
unfortunate,  from  the  ardour  and  inexperience  of 
the  Belgic  infantry,  who  having  gained  an  advantage 
over  the  Auftrians  at  the  village  of  ThuHn,  by  pur- 
fuing  their  fuccefs  too  far,  were  furrounded  near  the 
mill  of  Bouflu,   and  after  fuftaining  confiderable 

3  l^f^i 


lofs,.  were  with  great  difficulty  refcued  by  the  regi- 
ment of  Chamborant.  This  difafter  was  fpeediiy  B^^^eof 
repaired  by  the  battle  of  Jemappe,  which  was  in  the  J^"**PP*' 
higheft  degree  honourable  to  the  French  arms. 
Tournay,  Nieuport,  Oftend,  and  Bruges  fur- 
rendered  to  Labourdonnaye  and  Miranda,  and  the 
conqueft  of  Flanders  was  achieved  without  firing  a 
(ingle  mulket. 

Dumouriez  entered  Mons,  where  he  was  joyfully     7th. 
received    by    the    ii^iabitants,   and  after  a    flight  ^^*g* 
Ikirmifli  at  the  village  of  Anderlecht,  entered- Bruf-     i4tL 
fels,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people.     Having  Bruffcls, 
iffucd  orders   for  the  fiege  of  Antwerp,   he    left 
Bruflels,.  and  encaniped  at  Cortenbergue,  intending 
to  eftabUiCh  inahi;ifa£tori^s  of  arms  at  Mechlin.,   The  ,9th,  »td. 
Auftrians  occupied  the  heights  of  Cumptich,  where  '^a«*e  o^ 
he  deterpiined  to  atmck  -  them,  which  he  id  with  ^^„j^ 
fuccefs.   .The.cpijflid  lyas  long  and  obftinate,  but 
m  the  end  favourable  to  the  French,  who  encamped 
in  the  place  previou/ly  taken  by  the  enemy  on  the 
field  of  battle,  and  e{t<|bliihed  their  head-quarters  at 
Tirlemont,   from,  which,  place  the  battle  takes  its 
name.     After  (laying  at  this   place,  four  days  the    ««th. 
General  encamped  at  St.  Tron.     He  came  up  with  ^^^^^ 
the  Imperialifts,  who  made  a  very  fine  retreat,  near   *^^** 
Liege,  and,  after  a  fmar.t  partial  engagement  near 
Varoux,  entered  the  city  of  Liege.     Miranda-  having 
taken  Antwerjx,  ai^d  Namur  having  furrendered  to 
Valence,  the  conquefl  of  the  Low  Countries,  except 
the  duchy  of  Luxembourg  and  the  little  town  of 
Heure,  was   completed  in  a   month.     Dumouriez 
was  now  defirous  to  take  Maeftricht,  but  was  op- 
pofed  and  forbid  by  the   minifters ;    he   therefore 
finiflied  the  campaign  by  the  capture  of  Aix-la- gih  Dec. 
Chapelle,  which  he  entered  after  a  vigorous  oppo-'J»*^" 
fitlon  from  the  Imperialifts,  and,  being  in  the  utmoft  chaiKTiIe. 
diftrefs  for  provifions,  eftablilhed  there  his  winter- 
quarters» 

During 
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Rapacity  DuTiiig  the  progTefs  of  this  fuccefsful  cktspaagtij 
Fien\  ^^  people  invaded  were  plimdered  with  the  moft 
profligate  rapacity.  The  proclamation  was  totally 
difregarded;  no  diftin£tion  was  made  between  the 
clergy  and  laity ;  the  churches  and  the  banks  were 
equally  obliged  to  contribute,  and  the  goods  in 
warehoufes  were  no  more  facred  than  the  cattle 
in  the  fields.  Sometimes  the  pretence  was  a  loan, 
at  others  a  contribution ;  the  foldiers  were  fur- 
niflied  with  ailignatS)  which  they  forced  the  fhop- 
keepers  to  take  at  par,  and  even  to  give  change  in 
money ;  the  Jacobin  commiffioners  airiched  them- 
felves  without  reftraint,  and  Dumouriez  is  charged 
with  having  gratified  his  avarice  by  an  enormous 
booty,  an  acculation  againft  which  he  awkwardly  de- 
fends himfelf '^^ 
Pumou-  Meanwhile  the  affairs  of  his  faction  were  coming 
to  paru!  ^^  ^  crifis.  DumouHez  had  been  affiduous  in  con- 
firming lis  own  influence,  ia  difmiflihg  or  removing 
fuch  omcers  as  he  could  not  manage,  and  in  pro- 
moting or  creating  fuch  as  he  thought  would  affift 
in  his  views*  He  had  been  particularly  attentive  to 
the  duke  de  Chartres,  who  was  called  after  hk 
father,.  Egalitc,  and  endeavoured  to  difplay  him  as 
the  only  hope  of  France.  The  trial  of  the  king 
was  proceeding  amidft  doubts,  Jealoufies,  and  appre- 
henfions.  The  party  who  wtflied  his  death 'were 
not  fecure  of  a  majority  in  the  convention,^  and  had 
every  reafon  to  fear  an  infurre€^ion  of  the  people. 
The  Gironde,  feeing  Orleans  in  the  hands  of  thei^ 
enemies,  and  deriving  no  hope  from  him,  regardlefs 
of  the  charge  of  intonfiftency,  became  defirous  to 
Jan.  1793.  fave  the  king.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  Du- 
mouriez  left  the  army  and  repaired  to  Pkris.  It  is 
faid  that  he  had  contrived  to  get  twenty  thoufand  of 
his  men  fcattered  about  the  city,  whom  he  could 

'  Impartial  Hlftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  339. 
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have  aflembled  at  plearure%    This  Tcpoftt  derives 
Ibme  confirmation  from  his  ovm  remark,  that  at  , 
this    period  vaft  numbers  of  his  foldiers  deferted, 
foroe   repaired  to  Paris,  and  others '  amuled  them^* 
felves  in  the  great  towns  of  Flanders. 

It  is,  however,  more  probable,  that  all  thofe  who 
were  in  Paris  were  abfolutcly  under  his  commasid, 
ffnce  he  admits,  that  if  the  Convention  had  con* 
ceded  certain  points  which  he  infifted  on  m  four 
mencLoriak,  he  could  have  furrounded  himfelf  with 
a  number  of  oflicers  and  foldiers  who  were  come  to 
Paris,  and  would  have  had  a  party  fufficiently 
powerful  to  oppofe  the  Jacobins,  and  the  Federes  by 
whom  thev  were  fupported^. 

The  firft  days  of  his  refidence  at  Paris  were  pafled,  Condoa 
as  he  pretends,  in  his  chamber,  compofing  four  during  tbc 
memorials  r^aitive  to  the  public  fervice,  which,  with  t,.^f  * 
a  letter,  were  tranfmitted  to  the  afiembly,  and  by 
them  referred  to  a  committee.  His  precife  views 
are  abfblutely  undeterminable.  He  pretends  to 
have  felt  the  greateft  tendernefs  for  his  unfortunate 
fovereign,  yet  he  took  no  effeftual  ftep  in  his  favour, 
either  by  force  or  intreaty.  .  By  his  own  account  it 
appears,  that  his  efforts  were  confined  to  paltry  and 
inconfiftent  attempts  to  perfuade  the  different  fac- 
tions that  it  was  their  intereft  to  fave  the  kmg ;  to 
folitary  meditations  and  to  unavailing  dialogues 
with  inopkeepers  and  private  individuals.  Yet  he 
does  not  pretend  to  affert  that  he  offered  to  co* 
operate  with  any  of  them,  or  propofed  any  reafon- 
able  projed  for  intimidating  thofe  who  fought  the 
king's  life  with  fuch  infatiate  ferocity.  He  pretends 
1(hat  he  imparted  his  opinions  to  Robefpierre,  yet  he 

*  Peltier*s  late  Picture  of  Paris,  vol.  ii«  p.  si.  Conjaration  de 
d^Orleanty  vol.  iii.  p.  %%%, 

'^  Memoiret  du  General  Dumouriez,  par  lui  ineme,  annee  1793, 
Partie  u  p.  45.  Prom  this  publication,  the  fubfequent  events 
of  the  lift  of  Duroourttfif  for  wbUh  no  other  authority  is  given,  ate 
(itrivcd, 

did 
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did  not  attempt  to  Conciliate  the  Mountain  fadion;  ht 
quarrelled  with  Dubois  de  Crance,  Marat  was  ftill 
his  implacable  enemy,  and  Robefpierre  was  defirous 
to  have  him  arrefted^.  He  is  accufed  of  having 
maintained  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  Orleans 
in  private,  during  his  ftay,  which  is  not  improbable  ^ 
Poffibly,  he  meditated  the  means  of  accompliihing 
the  fchemes  of  that  worthlefs  wretch,  and  at  the 
fame  time  detaching  him  from  the  Mountain  party ; 
or  perhaps  he  aimed  at  his  own  perfonal  aggrandize* 
ment  alone,  and  in  the  clafh  of  famous  hoped  to 
advance  himfelf.  He  was,  however,  a  tranquil 
fpedlator  of.  the  king's  execution,  and  enforced  all 
the  decrees  which  tended  to  reprefs  the  eflfefts  of 
difapprobation  in  the  foldiery  *. 
Jan.  1793.  On  his  return  to  the  army,  Dumouriez  found 
Som!**'  *^^  general  Clairfait  had  taken  the  vjpfi  judicious 
meafures  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  enfuing  cam- 
paign, and  that  France  was  threatened  with  addi- 
tional enemie":.  He  had  previoufly  endeavoured  to 
obtain  a  miffion  to  England,  but  had  failed, 
and  now  attempted  to  negotiate  with  England  and 
Holland  through  the  medium  of  Lord  Auckland, 
and  of  the  Grand  Penfionary,  but  without  fuccefs, 
and  moft  probably  without  fmcerity,  as  he  was  un- 
doubtedly apprized  of  the  unalterable  refolution  of 
the  ruling  powers  at  Paris  to  engage  in  hoftilities, 
which  they  had  never  defired  to  avoid,  and  in  which 
they  .fpeedily  embarked. 
i7tii  Feb.  Dumouriez  affembled  his  troops  in  the  vicinity  of 
b^^Jn!^"^  Antwerp,  where  he  publifhed  an  addrefs  to  the 
Batavians  full  of  inve^ives  againft  the  Stadtholder. 
He  left  Miranda  to  carry  on  the  fiege  of  Maefbricht, 
but  with  inftruftions  not  to  prefsf  it  till  Valence 
ihould  arrive  from  Paris,  who  was  to  take  the  com- 

«  Garat*s  Memoirs,  p.  74- 

^  Conjuration  de  d*Or!eans»  vol.  iii.  p.  ±it,   .  , 

^  Dumouriez  pretends  that  at  this  peiiod  lie  wat  confined  to  hf&; 
chamber  by  Ulcel's. 
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inand  of  the  army,  and  the  glory  of  the  fiege.    Du- 
ttiouriez   captured  Breda  and   Klundert,  and  dif-  as^j  »6tb. 
patched  Berneron  to  attack  Williamftadt,  and  d*Ar- 
^on  to   Gertruydenberg,    both  which   places  fur- 
rendered.     The  fiege  of  Maeftricht  was  preffed  with  4-th  Mar. 
great  vigour,  when  general  Clairfayt,  having  croffed 
the  Roer  in  the  night,  attacked  the  French  ports, 
and  compelled   them  to  fall  back  to  Alderhoven. 
From  this  period  the  French  continued  to  retreat     isth. 
till  the  battle  of  Neerwinden,  in  which  Dumouriez 
was  firft  defeated,  and  which  finally  decided  the  fete 
pf  the  campaign. 

The  conduft  of  Dumouriez  at  this  period  betrays  Conduft 
great  confufion  and  indiftinftnefs  of  projefts.  He  «f  ^^^- 
appears  to  have  had  the  intereft  of  his  country  in  ""**"'  * 
view  till  the  failure  of  the  undefined  projedt  for  the 
ioth  o^  March  in  Paris,  in  which  he  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  principally  confulted,  as  Briflbt  ob- 
ferves,  that  juft  before  that  period  Marat  ceafed  to 
libel,  and  Robefpierre  began  to  praife  him ''.  From 
that  time,  however,  if  his  conduft  was  influenced  by 
treachery,  his  treachery  began.  He  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  Auftrian  generals,  and  announced 
his  intention  of  marching  to  Paris  to  reform  the 
government*  But  in  this  he  was  lefs  cautious  than 
even  la  Fayette ;  he  had  not  gained  the  con* 
currence  of  all  the  generals ;  on  the  contrary,  Mi- 
nmda  was  his  avowed  enemy,  and  in  the  habit  of 
tranfmitting  complaints  againft  him.  Valence, 
EgaKtc,  and  Miackzinfld  alone  were  to  be  depended 
on.  He  had  fo  little  difcernment  as  to  rely  im-^ 
plicitly  on  the  attachment  of  his  foldiers ;  he  did  not 
perceive  that  his  fuccefs  was  idolized  and  not  his 
pcrfon }  or  that  thofe  who  would  have  followed  him 
through^  every  danger  in  the:  path  of  viftory  and 
glory,  would  defert  him 'in  that  of  adverfity  and 
difgrace.    This  temerity  on  his  part  well  juftifies  the 

^  Briilbt  a  fo  Commeitanf,  p.  1 17. 
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farcafm  of  Robefpierre,  who  termed  him  a  quack 
hero  \  and  the  cenfure  of  Montjoye,  who  compares 
him  to  a  hero  of  romance". 
Hit  con  •        Meanwhile  he  had  tranfmitted  numerous  remon- 
wUh\*hc     ft^'^c^*  ^^  Paris,  that  his  army  was  reduced  by  the 
commif.     negligence  or  fufpicion  of  Pacbe,  the  war-mimfter, 
fionert.      jq  the  moft  wretched  (late  of  diftrefs.     Marat  re- 
newed his  inve£tives  againft  Dumouriez,  and  af- 
,  fumed  the  credit  of  a  prophet,  for  having  foretold 
that  he  would  abfcond  like  la^  Fayette.    The  Ja- 
cobins, on  the  news  of  his  ill  fuccefs,  demanded  his 
tithMar.  head.     He  had  now  almoft  evacuated  the  Low- 
Countries,  and  was  met  at  Toumay  by  madame 
Sillery,  and  the  wife  of  young  Egalite,  who  came  to 
aid  his  defigns,  and  partake  of  his  triumph.    The 
commiflioners  of  the  executive  power  found  him 
in  company  with  madame  Sillery,  young  Egalite, 
and  Valence :  they  had  a  long  and  violent  alterca- 
tion, in  which  Dumouriez  exprefled  his  opinion 
that  the  Jacobins  would  ruin  France,  and  intimated 
his  determination  to  fave  it,  though  they  (hould  call 
him  a  Casfar,  a  Cromwell,  or  a  Monk.    He  de- 
clared loudly  for  a  king,  but  profeiTed  that  it  was  of 
little  confequence  to  France  whether  it  was  a  James, 
a  Louisj  or  a  Phii>ip.     He  refiifed  to  communicate 
his  plan  of  counter-revolution,  but  announced  an 
intention  to  conquer  Belgium  for  himfelf,  and  to 
reign  there  under  the  protection  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  "• 
«9th.         Before  this  converfation  was  reported  to  the  con- 
Ordcred  to  yentiou,  a  decree  had  paffed  ordering  him  to  the 
bar;    and  Bournonville    and  four  commiffioncrs 
were  fent  to  arreft  him  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
and  convey  him  to  Paris.     They  halted  at  Liile,aQd 
difpatched  a  fummons  to  him  to  appear  in  that  dty  to 

I  Garat*»  Memoin,  p.  74. 

n  Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  Tol.  iii.  p.  t^j. 

«  Cainbacetes*  Report  to  the  Convention.    See  Debates^  April  !• 
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finlwer  the  charges  againft  hrm*  He 
he  could  not  leave  the  army,  and  thi 
head  too  much  to  fubmit  it  to  an  art 
The  commiflioners  proceeded  to  St. . 
his  head-quarters  were  then  eftabhfli 
admitted  to  his  prefence,  explained 
their  miffion,  and  endeavoured  to  p< 
obedience.  A  long  conference  took  ] 
he  attempted  to  vindicate  his  own  C( 
induce  them  to  judge  favorably 
length,  finding  that  he  made  no  impi 
claimed,  '*  It  is  time  to  put  an  end 
ordered  the  commiffioners  to  be  fei 
to  the  prince  de  Cobourg  as  hoftages 
family. 

He  pajBTed  that  night  in  compofmg 
the  army,  and  other  papers.     The 
army  he  delivered  the  next  day  at  the 
produced  fome  favorable   appearand 
returned  to  St.  Amand,  and  harangue 
artillery,  who  alfo  appeared  fatisfied 
tify  his  confidence  in  them,  he  flept 
next  morning,  Dumouriez  left  his  frie 
at  St.  Amand,  and  departed  for  Co 
half  a  league  of  that  fortrefs  he  was  i 
fenger  from  general  Neuilly,  who  ad 
'fo  approach,  as  the  garrifon  was  in 
utmoft  fermentation.    He  had  juft  be 
a  column  of  volunteers  marching  to\ 
^ho,  however,  made  no  attempt  agaii 
^hen  they  fa^  him  accofted  by  Neuilb 
they  cried,  ^«  Stop,  ftop  !'*  and  imm- 
Jnenced  a  purfuit.     He  mounted  a  ho 
^0  *  fervaat  of  Chartres,  and  efcape< 
dreadful  difcharge  of  mulketry,  along 
^hich  he  croffed,  and  reached  a  place  < 
^J^  the  Imperial  territory.    From  this  ] 
^ued  hij  route  to  Bury  on  foot,  wl 
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the  night  m  digefting  the  proclamation  of  the  prince 
de  Cobourg,  which  appeared  the  next  day,  together 
with  his  own  addrefs  to  the  French  nation.  The 
proclamation  is  conceived  in  the  mofl  manly,  li- 
beral,  and  conciliating  terms ;  but  neither  that  or 
jti.  the  addrefs  produced  any  effed:.  At  day-break, 
Dumouriez,  efcorted  by  fifty  Imperial  dragoons, 
proceeded  to  the  advanced  guard  of  the  camp  of 
Maulde.  He  harangued  the  troops;  but  though 
there  was  no  open  oppofition,  he  obferved  feme 
indications  of  that  fpirit,  and  feveral  groupes  affem- 
bled.  He  then  repaired  to  St.  Amand,  but,  as  he 
was  entering  the  city,  received  intelligence  that  the 
corps  of  artillery  had  during  the  night  rifen  on  their 
general,  and  were  marching  towards  Valenciennes. 
Alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  he  refolved  to  fecurc 
his  retreat ;  and,  having  feized  the  military  cheft, 
made  his  efcape,  accompanied  by  general  and  co- 
lonel Thouvenot,  Chartres,  Colonel  Montjoye,  the 
Fernigs,  madame  Sillery,  and  a  few  other  perfons 
of  fome  diftindjon,  and  attended  by  700'  hoiie,  and 
800  foot.  The  military  cheft  was  tecAjpivff&i  by 
the  French.  Thus  ended,  in  little  niore  than  a 
year  after  his  nomination  to.  the  mimftry,  die  event- 
ful career  of  this  extraordinary  man.  He  pafled 
through  all  the  (lages  of  celebrity  and  difgrace 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  he  may  juftly  be  termed 
*'  a  meteor,  which  did  but  blaze,  and  rove,  and 
*•  die/* 
Its  eonfc-  An  event  fo  momentous  as  the  defection  of  Du- 
qucnc«f .  mouriez  neceflarily  excited  great  fpeculations^  and  a 
confiderable  ferment  in  P^is.  Each  of  the  con- 
tending factions  endeavoured  to  maisie  ufb  of  it 
againft  their  opponents.  When  the  report  of  Cam- 
baceres  was  read,  an  attempt  was  made  ta  implicate 
Danton^  who  however  difengaged  bimielf  with  great 
dexterity,  and  rolled  back  3ie  acculation  on^he 
Briflbtines«    As  the  Mountain  was  at  that  tinie  in 
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great  efteem,  tbe  as:tempt  W2i%  fuccefsfial;  tsmd 
though  Danton  was  known  to  be  inimical  to  the 
firiflbtines,  the  calumnies  fpread  abroad  accelerated 
their  ruin,  and  facilitated  the  events  of  the  31ft  of 
May^ 

The  Emperor  conferred  on  Dumouriez  the  rank  ^""lou- 
of  feld-zeugmeifter,  or  general  of  artillery,  but  wlndew,- 
never  employed  him.  After  his  retreat,  he  pub* 
lilhed  feveral  addreffes  to  tl^e  French  nation,  which 
were  never  noticed.  The  convention  fet  a  price 
on  his  head,  and  offered  a  reward  of  an  hundred 
thouland  crowns  (12,500/.)  and  a  full  reftoration  of 
property  to  any  emigrant  who  fhould  deftroy  him. 
He  wifhed  to  take  refuge  in  Switzerland,  but  was 
forbid  to  enter  the  country ;  he  then  v^ent  ^to  Stut- 
gard,  and  craved  an  audience  of  the  duke  of  Wir^ 
temberg,  but  was  commanded  to  quit  his  territories. 
From  that  place  he  went  to  Margentheiqi  in  Fran- 
conb,  profeffing  his  intention  to  live  in  folitude  and 
write  hiftory ;  but  he  foon  returned  to  BrufTels,  and 
publiflied  a  proclamation  to  the  French  nation, 
and  another  to  the  convention  ^ 

Foiled  in  every  attempt  to  appear  advantageoufly  20th  June, 
on  the  continent,  he  refolved  to  vifit  England ;  and  gngi^^d!*^ 
for  that  purpofe  obtained  a  paffport  under  a  feigned 
name  and  charafter,  that  of  Peralta,  an  Italian  mer- 
chant.    On  his  arrival  in  London,  he  wrote  to  lord 
Grenville,  foliciting,  in  abjeft  terms,  leave  to  remain 
near  London  till  the  end  of  the  Revolution.     A  po- 
lite anfwer  was  returned,  in  which  Dumouriez  was 
informed,  that  his  continuance  in  England  could 
not  be  permitted.     He  'ftaid  only  one  day  in  Lon- 
don, during  which  he  was  vifited  by  feveral  per- 
fons  of  diftindlion.     After  a  ftay  of  a  few  days  at     a6ih. 
Dover,  where  he  maintained  the  moft  cautious  pri- 

•  Ncickcr  on  the  Revolution,   vol.  i.  p.  413.    Mift  WilUaois's 
Letters  in  1793,  ^^^*  '•  P«  ^7«    Garai'»  Memoirs,  p,  114. 
^  Dumouriez  Unmafked,  p.  87. 
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vacy,  he  returned  to  the  condnent,  and  landed  at 
Oftend. . 
His  writ.  Since  that  period  he  has  obtained  no  notice,  ex- 
'"^*  ccpt  as  a  literary  charader.  He  has  produced  fome 
pamphlets,  among  the  bed  of  which  is  one  intitled 
Coup'(POeil  politique  fur  rAvenir  de  la  France.  His 
great  work,  *'  The  Hiftory  of  his  own  Life,**  is 
written  with  much  eloquence,  and  confiderable  art; 
it  is  a  laborious  defence  of  very  indired  and  finift^ 
condud*  The  (kill  with  which  he  difplays  the  cha« 
raders  of  others,  compenlates  in  a  great  meafure 
for  his  want  of  truth,  modefty,  and  fincerity  with 
refped  to  his  own.  He  has  recently  publimed  a 
Speculative  Sketch  of  Europe,  in  which  he  has  dif- 
played,  as  ufual,  a  confiderable  ihare  of  information, 
a  great  verfatility  of  principle,  and  an  extraordinary 
temerity  in  hazarding  predictions  and  fuggefting 
expedients. 
Hit  re-  He  now  lives  at  or  near  Altona.     His  aflfedation 

ireat,  .^^f  royalifm  has  done  him  no  fervice  with  thofe 
wh6m  fuch  a  profeflion  was  intended  to  conci- 
liate ;  and  his  own  countrymen,  in  every  revolu- 
tion of  public  opinion,  have  contenmed  the  man 
who  relieved  them  from  dcfpair  and  certain  fub- 
jugation,  who  firft  gave  energy  to^  their  conduft, 
and  infured  the  preponderancy  of  their  military 
power, 
Perfon  and  In  perfon,  Dumouriez  is  below  the  middle  fize. 
Planners.,  j^^.  perfeftly  well  formed,  robuft,  and  capable  of 
great  exertion.  His  complexion  is  brown,  his  fea- 
tures animated,  his  eyes  dark^.  He  poffeffes  a 
great  fhare  of  eloquence  and  talent  of  perfuafion, 
and  writes  better  than  he  fpeaks  '•  While  he  is 
delivering  aii  impreffive  fentence,  his  head  and  arms 
are  agitated,  and  he  often  rifes  on  the  point  of  his 

4  Dainouriez  UnmaikeJ,  p.  9S.    Moore's  Journal^  rol.  ii»  p.  lis. 
Jltfidence  in  France,  vol.  i.  p.  55. 
r  jlolapd^s  Appeal,  voL  i>  p.  69. 
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t:oe'.  He  has  had  the  addrefs  to  attach  to  himfelf 
TTiany  of  the  fair  fex,  though  madame  Roland  was 
of  opinion,  that  he  was  not  calculated  to  fucceed 
-xvith  thofe  whom  a  tender  interqourfe  might  f&» 
4duce  *. 

•  Diimoiiriez  Unmalked,  p.  9S. 

*  Ap4)ea^,  vol*  i.  .p.  69. 
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Jiis  fitui-    T5EFORE  the  revolution  d'Eglantine  was  a  poet  and 

uwn.         J3  piaygj  u^  gy^^j  much  in  debt.     His  refidence  was 

a  garret,    and    his    whole    property    confifted   in 

the  Ihabby  furniture  of  his  apartment,  wWch  it  was 

one  of  his  Angularities  never  afterwards  to  part  with  *, 

He  wrote  a  comedy  in  three  afts,  in  verfe,  called 

Le  Collateral^  ou  P Amour  ef  Plnteret^  which   was 

»6»h  May,  reprefented  at  the  Tbedtre  de  Morifieur^  but  was  not 

*7'5'        fuccefsful.     According  to  the  criticifm  of  M.  de  la 

Harpe,  and  the  outline  he  has  drawn  of  the  plot, 

fentiments,  and  language,  it  did  not  deferve  fuc« 

cefs ''. 

ttd  Feb.        The  revolution  did  not  immediately  confer  on  Fa- 

>  790.        \^xt  either  wealth  or  diftinftion;  he  continued  his  lite- 

T'ous*       ''2iry  labours, and  produced  another  comedy  calledPA/w 

wriiinps.    fintCy  which  was  alfo  in  verfe,  and  in  five  ads.     This 

piece,  the  principal  charafter  of  which  is  taken  from 

Moliere,  and  intended  as  a  continuation  of  the  Mi- 

fanthrope,  is  much  praifed.     La  Har^^c  commends 

it  as  a  judicious  and  fpirited  work.     The  plot  is 

ferious,  and  where  the  author  has  deviated  from  his 

model,  he  has  done  it  with  genius  and  judgment  % 

»s»ii  Jan.    His  next  production  was  a  comedy  in  verfe,  in  two 

^^9'*        ^fts,  called  Le  Convalefcent  de  ^ualite^  ou  rArifi(h 

crate^  in  which,  ^s  m^^y  be  expefted  from  the  title, 

«  Peltier's  late  Pi6^ure  of  Paris,  voK  ii.  p.  466. 

X  BriiTot  a  fes  CommettanSj  p.  135.  Tableau  des  Prifons  Tous 
Bolefpierre. 

y  Merct'i'e  Fr^r^o«s  Lifterairc  cfu  26  Mai  179*1  P*  f®» 

»  Ibid,  du  16  Juillet  179I1  p.  90.  See  alfo  Mift  W'illianis's  LeN 
ters  in  1794^  vul.  11.  p.  a6«    Cuni>iiracy  ot  Kobcfpi^rr^i  p.  99. 
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all  the  faults  of  the  old  government,  all  the  preju- 
dices and  foibles  refulting  from  the  pride  of  birth, 
are  virulently  attacked  %  At  the  fame  time  he  pro-  Sept.i7f  i. 
duced  another  in  five  afts,  called  U Intrigue  epijlolaire^ 
which  was  much  applauded,  and  had  confiderable 
fuccefs  \  ~ 

But  the  dramatic  mufe,  however  affiduoufly  or  Hisch*, 
fuccefsfully  cultivated,  was  not  able  in  the  tumult  *^*^'"* 
of  revolution  to  fecure  to  her  votary  either  fame  or 
profit.  Fabre  had  other,  qualities  which  promifed 
to  facilitate  his  progrefs  in  the  paths  of  wealth  and 
political  renown.  The  fpirit  of  intrigue  which  he 
difplayed  on  the  theatre,  was  his  own  charafteriftic 
in  life^.  He  was  fupple,  daftardly,  infinuating, 
cunning,  laborious ;  he  echoed  the  fentiments  and 
flattered  the  palfions'  of  his  fuperiors,  careful  in 
avoiding  offence,  and  careful  to  obtain  the  efteem  of 
all  •*•  With  thefe  requifites  he  commenced  flatterer 
of  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  attached  himfelf  per* 
fonally  to  Danton.  Danton  introduced  him  to 
madamc  Roland's  cabinet  parties^  and  recommended 
him  to  conduft,  jointly  with  Camilla  Defmoulins 
and  Robert,  a  polled  paper  called  Compte  rendu  au 
Peuple  Souverain.  This  publication  was  commenced 
and  carried  on  for  a  fhort  time,  but  the  parties 
having  received  the  fum  propofed,  it  was  difcon- 
tinued  *,  r 

Danton  made  him  one  of  his  fecretaiies  j  in  which  *^  Sept, 
fituation  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  acquired  great  riches  ije^oinet 
previous  to,  and  during  the  maffacres  of  the  pri-  fu-Menly 
foners.     He  was  alfo  one  of  the  council-general  of  ^'*^**' 
the  commune^,  and  among  the  firft  who  divided 
with  Danton,  and  joined  Robefpierre's  party  againft 

*  Mercure  Francois  Litteralrc  du  17  Scptembre  1791J  p.  89. 
^  Ibid,  p    105, 

*  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  T794,  vol.  ii.  p.  »6. 
**  See  St.  Juft's  Report  of  31ft  March  1794.. 

*  Rolando's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  86.  89. 

^  Sec  Fclticr'6  late  Pi^pre  of  Paris^  vol.  ii«,p,  81.  «r^.  482* 
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Roland'.     He  now  lived  in  the  Rt4e  du  Theatre 
Franfais  in  a  ftyle  of  elegance  and  luxury,  and  ac- 
knowledged himfelf  to  be  worth  twelve  thoufand 
Jivres  (525/.)  a-year\     As  he  poflfefled.no  vifible 
means  of  attaining  fuch  a  fortune,  it  was  juftly  attri- 
buted to  his. having  (hared  in  the  plunder  of  the 
murdered  captives,  or  perhaps  of  the  jewel-office  K 
Member        Having  diftinguifhed  himfelf  at  tlie  Jacobin  club 
uMion!"  ^^  *  republican,    and  by  his  exertions  againft  la 
^  '    Fayette'',  he  was,    by  Danton's  ii;ifluence,  elefted 
member  of  the  convention  for  Paris.      During  ten 
months  he  was  not  confpicuous.     He  voted  with 
the  reft  of  his  party  on  the  trial  of  the  king,  and 
recommended   death    ia    four-and-twenty  hours  ^ 
He  was  marked  as  aconftant  opponent  of  Roland"; 
but  does  not  appear  10  have  aflifted  actively  in  tlie 
expulfion  of  the  Briffotines.     He  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  of  public  fafety,  and  of  the  com- 
>ft  Feb.     mittee  of  public  infbuction.     At  the  beginning  of 
*79>       the  war  with  England,  he  moved  that  an  Addrefs 
to  the  Britifli    nation,   againft  their    government, 
ihould  be  publifhed ;  and  that  the  perfons  and  pro- 
perty of  Engliflimen  refiding  in  France,  and  fub- 
initting  to  the  laws,  fliould  be  defended  and  pro- 
9th  oa.     te£led:    but,  in  the  fame  year,   he  propofed  the 
meafure  of  arrefting  all  the  Englifli,  and  other  fub- 
jefts  of  the  king  of  England,  then  in  the  Republic ". 
Projf«s  in      Fabre  was  ambitious  to  be  efteemed  a  good  cecono- 
«8tb"jan.   ^^^  ^^^  financier  ;  he  prefented  to  the  Convention 
a  plan,  of  confiderable  length,   for  fupplying  the 
army  with  neceffaries,   and  preventing  frauds:  it 
feems  well  adapted  to  a  revolutionary  government, 

«  Rolantrs  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  93. 

^  BriHot  a  Ces  Comincttans,  p.  135.     Confpiracy  of  RobefpierrCi 

p.  2XS. 

i  Rolanirs  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  110. 

^  Conrpiracy  of  Robefpieri-Ci  p.  4.5.      Political   State  of  Europe, 
vol.  ii.  p.  174.. 
'  Dfbatcs. 
»  Mooifi's  Journal^  vol.  ii.  p.  239.  •  Debates* 
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but  totally  inapplicjible  to  a  regular  fyf 
niade  a  report  on  the  difcredit  of  all 
furpafled  his  talents  to  prevent  that  ca 
He  wzs  an  aftive  member  of  the  c 
liers  **,   and  Ihewed  himfelf  worthy  ol 
by  joining  earneftly  in  all  their  labou 
tirpation  of  religion.     One  principal 
this  -was  the  formation  of  a  new  calen 
d'Eglantine  was  the  author,  and  wb 
from   the  2  ad  of  September.     The  < 
this  invention  was,  by  a  new  divific 
by   the    abolition   of  weeks,    by  the 
months,  and  by  giving  new  names 
obliterate  every  trace  of  Sundays,  Sa  i 
lidays,  and  chriftian  feftivals.     The  y ; 
into  twelve  equal  months  of  thirty  da 
divided  into  decades,  or  periods  of 
of  thefe  months  had  a  new  name; 
to  the  produce  of  the  earth  or  courfe 
employment ;  as  Vendimiaire^  for  vint  1 
for  harveft;  Fruftidor^  for  fruit;  Flon 
others  to  the  weather ;  as  Brumaire^ 
vofcj  for  fnow,  &c.     Befides  the  m 
each  day,  denoting  its  ordinal  ftatior 
as  Primidi,  Duodi\  &;c.  each  had    1 
lative,  derived  from  the  implements 
the  produce  of  the  earth,  or  the  a 
as  Apple^  Beet-root^  Goofcj  Plough^  j 
thefe  twelve  months  only  occupied 
and  fixty  days,  the  remaining  five 
year,  and  fix  in  the  leap  year,  wen 
the  end,  and  denominated  Sansculoii  \ 

^  See  his  Speech  at  length.     Robefpierre  a  fes    I 
p.  iC8. 

P  Debates. 

1  Louvet*8  Narrative,  p.  ^3. 
*  *  This  national  abfurdity  was  not  at  firft  pre    1 
committee  gave  for  numeral  names  of  days  Prin 
the  galleries  hifTed  this  nurfery  nonfenfe,  and  t 
vvas  adopted  in  its  fiead.    Sfe  I^ebateS|  f  8th  Q^ 
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day,  or  end  of  every  decade,  was  confidered  a  day  of 
tc  .  val,  and  devoted  to  Ibme  of  the  virtues,  rela^ 
tions,  or  accidents  of  life.  This  is  the  whole  of  that 
change  which  an  Englifli  lady  extols  as  "  fo  philofo- 
"  phical^  and  fo  pleafant  to  the  imagination,  that, 
"  amidft  the  fanguinary  meafures  of  thofe  days,  it 
**  fecmed  to  the  opprcffed  heart  whaf  a  folitary  fpot  of 
**  frelh  verdure  appears  to  the  eye  amidft  the  crag- 
**  ginefs  of  louring  rocks,  or  the  gloom  of  favage  de- 
*•  ferts  •/*  It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  from  what 
fources  the  oppreffed  heart  may  derive  ima^nary  re- 
lief, but philofophy  does  not  delight  in  vain  fhcw  or  un- 
neceflary  alteration ;  it  does  not  afFeft  a  fingularity  at- 
tended  with  no  poffible  ufe,  or  invade  the  eftabliflied 
forms  of  human  life,  without  the  pretence  of  ame- 
lioration, the  pronrife  of  either  pleafure  or  profit ; 
It  does  not  lend  its  aid  to  confecrate  the  prevailing 
folly  of  the  day,  at  the  expence  of  cuftom,  much 
lefs  of  reafon ;  it  judges  flowly,  and  avoids  the  levity 
of  premature  adoption ;  in  a  word,  philofophy  has 
nothing  to  do  v/iih  Jansculotides,  decades y  beet-roots, 
rollers,  or  geefe  \ 
Siippofed  It  has  been  aflerted  that  Fabre  materially  aflifted 
afTiftant  Robcfpierre  in  the  compofition  of  his  fpeeches  and 
pLm.^*^  writings ;  the  fame  is  faid  of  Camille  Defmoulins " ; 
bux  thefe  accounts  muft  be  received  with  caution. 
They  are  improbable,  becaufe  the  ftyle  of  Defmou- 
lins was  extremely  carelefs;  and  d'Eglantine  re- 
quired a  judicious  friend  to  reform  his  own  diftion : 
the  works  of  Robefpierre  are  fuperior  in  wit,  fenti- 
ment,  and  language,  to  the  writings  of  his  fuppofed 
inftruftors.  The  ftyle  in  which  Fabre  lived,  and  the 
open  profligacy  with  which  he  fold  his  patronage  % 
Jnay  perhaps  have  given  rife  to  this  report;  but  it  was 

•  Mifs  Williams.    See  her  Letters  in  i794.>  vol.  i.  p.  201. 
<  See  Remarks  on  the  Calendar  in  Pages,  vol.  ii.  p.  sSi.     Suite  de 
PEtat  de  la  France,  p.  5S. 
«  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  9f. 
W  See  $uite  de  I'Eat  de  la  Fraocei  p.  jq» 
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a  part  of  Robefpierre's  prudence  not  to  prevent  pecu- 
lation in  his  inferior  agents,  that  he  might,  at  pleafure, 
facrifice  them  to  his  revenge  or  convenience.     Fabre  ift  April. 
was,   however,  expofed  to  denunciations ;  Boileau  ^*^' 
accufed  him  in  the  convention  of .  having  propofed  "*'""**^  • 
the  reftoration  of  .royalty ;  but  the  charge  was  evaded 
by  the  influence  of  his  party  ^.     His  ftyle  of  living 
pointed  him  out  to  the  malice  of  his  brother  Corde- 
lier Hebert,  who  attacked  him  in  his  journal,  called 
Le   Pere  Duchefne^  as  an   enriched  patriot.     This  ,/5ti,  j^^g.^ 
offence   brought  Hebert  to  the  fcafFold ;  but  Fabre  1794. 
did  not  long  triumph  over  his  fallen  adverfary  ;  foon  ^'*'^*^^* 
after    the  execution  of  Hebert,  he  was  himfelf  ar- 
refted,  together   with  Chabot  and  feveral  others, 
^,nd  confined,  firft  in  the  Luxemburg,  afterwards  in 
the  Conciergerie  *.     In  prifon  he  behaved  with  the 
moft   effeminate    weaknefs;    his    health    was    im- 
paired, and  he  gave  way  to  unmanly  lamentations. 
Pride  prevented  his  making  the  lofs  of  life  the  ap- 
parent  topic  of  his  regret;   he   therefore  affefted 
concern  about  a  comedy  in  five  adts,  which  had 
been  feized  and  fent  to  the  committee  of  public  fafety, 
^nd  of  which  he  was  apprehenfive  that  Billaud  de 
Varennes  would  alTume  the  credit  *.    At  his  trial  he  5th  April. 
exhibited   the  fame   defpondency ;    not  even  the  Tried  and 
heroifm.  of  Danton  could  animate  him.      In  the  •*^*"^*  * 
cart  he  evinced  the  fame  feeblcnefs  of  charafter,  and 
died  like  a  mock  atheifl:,  v^dthout  courage  to  appeal 
to  an  offended  Ddty  for  mercy,  without  the  frigid 
felf-denial  which  a  total  diibelief  of  a  firft  caufe  and 
future  remuneration  may  impart. 

f  Debates*  •\New  Annual  Regifterfor  1794.  p.  J5».  154* 
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THOMAS   MAKE,  MARQUIS 
DE  FAVRAS. 


FAVRAS  was  the  firft  viftim  of  popular  fury  who 
.  fell  by  the  mifguided  fword  of  the  law,  who 
was  murdered  with  the  formality  of  a  trial  ^  Soon 
'  after  the  revolution,  the  novelty  of  circumftances, 
and  the  extreme  anxiety  of  public  fufpicion,  gave 
rife  to  a  new  fpccies  of  imputed  crime^  called  lezz 
ttaiion^  or  treafon  againft  the  nation  ;  and  number- 
lefs  accufations  and  denunciations  of  plots  and  con- 
fpiracies  were  brought  forward,  implicating  indivi- 
duals in  this  undefined  offence.  The  trial  of  fuch 
criminals  not  properly  appertaining  to  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  any  exifting  court,  a  new  one  became  ne- 
ceffary,  and  the  Chatelet  was  empowered  to  try 
offences  of  leze  nation.  Judges  were  appointed, 
and  a  committee  of  inquiry  chofen  from  mem- 
bers of  the  affembly,  to  receive  informations* 
Ample  rewards  were  held  out  to  informers,  from 
one  hundred  to  a  thoufand  Louis  d^ors.  As  the  crime 
was  not  fubjefted  to  any  precife  or  legal  definition^ 
and  the  charafters  or  fituations  of  the  informers  ne- 
ver inquired  into,  the  prifons  were  filled  with  per- 
fons  denounced  on  the  depofitions  of  fpies,  fervants, 
waiters,  foldiers,  and  the  mofl  worthlefs  characters 
in  fociety.  Many  were  tried  and  acquitted,  from 
the  total  want  of  evidence  :  but  this  did  not  fatisfy 
the  people;   they  were  perfuaded  that  there  had 

^  The  principal  fafls  in  the  following  narrative  are  taken  ffom  tbc 
Impartial  Hiltoiy,  vol.  i.  p.  293  to  303.  Pagis,  voF.  i.  p.  %^x  to 
311.    Conjuration  de  d*0rleans>  vul.  ii.  p.  37a  to  39a. 


really  exifted  a  confpiracy  to  carry  off  the  king  to 
Metz,  and  were  anxious  to  fee  fome  nobleman 
executed  as  an  accomplice  in  the  plot. 

M.  de  Favras,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  called  Hi«  fitua- 
marquis  merely  by  courtefy  %  was  captain  of  dra-  {J^J*  *** 
goons,  and  firft-lieutenant  of  Swife  guards  in  the 
fervice  of  Monfieur,  which  he  quitted  in  1775. 
He  married  a  princefs  of  Anhalt  Sthaamburg  ;  and  1785. 
being  endowed  by  nature  wth  an  enterprifing  ge- 
nius, undertook  to  raife  a  regiment  for  the  party  in 
Holland  then  in  oppofition  to  the  Stadtholder ; 
and  to  fulfil  this  plan,  entered  into  a  contraft  with 
a  procurer  of  recruits,  named  Tourcaty ;  but  the 
troubles  in  that  country  being  fupprcffed  by  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  projefl:  was 
abandoned.  He  afterwards  turned  his  attention  to 
finance,  and  propofed  a  fcheme  for  liquidating  the 
national  debt ;  but  while  this  fubjed  was  under 
confideration,  the  difturbances  taking  place  in  Bra- 
bant, he  exerted  himfelf  on  behalf  of  the  in- 
furgents. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  French  revolution,  he  dif-  His  at- 
played  a  decided  attachment  to  the  royal  intereft :  ^"c^'ncnt 
he  refumed  the  white  cockade,  and  was  folicitous  k^ng* 
to  obtain  from  the  minifter  the  means  of  repelling  5^^  oa. 
by  force  the  affailants  of  the  palace  at  Verfailles.  '^*^' 
This  difpofition  pointed  him  out  to  the  rancour  of 
the  infurgents,  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  a 
mod  iniquitous  fubornation  was  employed  againll 
him. 

Tourcaty,  and  another  of  the  fame  profeflion  25th  d«c* 
named  Morel,  both  men  of  infamous  charafter,  «7«9- 
appeared    before  the  committee  of  inquiry,  and  '^"^^•^^•^ 
depofed  that  Favras  had  communicated  to  them  a 
plan  to  effect  a  counter-revolution,  and  employed 
them  to  raife  men  for  the  purpofe.    His  commu- 

*  /  Heed  ;tes  du  Regne  de  Louii  XVI.  vpl,  vi.  p*  444. 
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liicatioii  was  dated  to  be,  that  there  Mfrz^  zt  Ver^ 

failles  a  corps  of  twelve  hun^fi^  horfe,  who  were 

to  enter  Paris  in  three  divifioA,  to  join  a  detach* 

ment  of  the  Swifs  guards,  and  of  the  king^s  guards, 

and  many  confpirators  from  the  provinces,  who 

were  to  be  at  Paris  at  the  fame,  time,  to  afiaflinate 

Necker,  la  Fayette,  and  Bailly,  and  carry  oflF  the 

king  to  Peronne,  where  twenty  thoufand  troops 

would    hoift  the   ftandard  of   counter-revoludon. 

That  Favras,  under  pretence  of  taking  a  part  in  the 

troubles  of  Brabant,  was  in  treaty  for  twenty  thou* 

fand  Swifs,  twelve  thoufand  Germans,  and  twelve 

thoufand  Sardinian  foldiers,  who,  joining  the  regi* 

ments  which  remained  faithful  to  the  king,  and  the 

recruits  to  be  raifed,  would  fdrm  an  aimy  of  one 

hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men,    which  ihould 

march  to  Paris  and  diflblve  the  national  affembly* 

All  the  fund  he  poffeffed  to  carry  this  extenfive 

fchemc  into  execution,  according  to  the  depofition 

of  the  accufers,  was  a  hundred  Louis  d'ors^  which  he 

had  borrowed  from  a  nobleman.     This  ridiculous 

accufation,  the  authors  of  which  deferved  the  pil* 

'  for)',  was  deemed  a  fufficient  ground  for  the  appre- 

"^  henfion  of  the  unfortunate  marquis,  who  was  the 

fame  day  taken  up  and  committed  to  the  Abbaye, 

and  from  thence  afterwards  removed  to  the  prifon 

of  the  Chatelet. 

Condua         Great  pains  were  taken  to  implicate  Monfieur  in 

ofMon-     ^g  charge;   but  on  hearing  the  rumour,  he  went 

to  the  Hotel'de^vilkj  and  declared  to  the  commune 

that  he  had  not  even  feen  Favras  fince  1775,  when 

he  quitted  the  Swifs  guards :  he  acknowledged,,  that 

the  new  order  of  things  having  impeded  his  receipts 

of  money,  and  not  choofing  to  apply  to  the  public 

treafury,  he  was  endeavouring  to  raife  a  /um  of  two 

millions  of  livres  (87,500  /.) ;  that  Favras  had  been 

recommended  to  him  as  a  proper  perfon  to  negotiate 

the  fupply  i  that  he  had  accordingly  entrufted  the 

a&ir 
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alTsur  to  his  management,  and  underlloQd  I  hie  Wat 
in  treaty  with  ChoQidl  and  Sertorius,  b^pjkers,  for, 
the  money ;  but  had  not  even  feen  hini  on  the  buH* 
nefs.  llie  candour  and  readinefs  of  thi3  eix- 
planation  removed,  all  fufpicion  f^ont  the  pnnce, 
and  ought  to  have  operated  in  difcreditio^  all 
tefiimony  of  the  confpiracy ;  but  that  wai  iH>t  tbe^ 
cafe. 

When  Favras  was  put  on  his  trial,  a  blqod-thirfty.  9th  Feb, 
mob  endeavoured  by  clamour  to  influence  the  pro-  i?^°;  r 
ceedings;  but  they  were  reftrained  by  the  exertions.  Favras! 
of  la  Fayette.  It  is  not  eafy  to  reprefent  a  more 
interefting  figure  than  that  of  the  culprit  thu$  ar-. 
raigned.  He  had  pafled  the  brilliancy  of  youth, 
without  having  declined  into  the  evening  of  his 
days ;  he  was  forty-fix  years  old ;  his  flature  was 
exalted,  his  figure  elegantly  proportioned,  and  his 
phyfiognomy  noble  and  prepofleffing  ;  he  had  large 
black  eyes,  an  olive  complexion,  an  aquiline  nofe  ; 
his  hair  was  mixed  with  white,  indicating  the  ap- 
proach of  age,  but  not  yet  abfolutely  grey :  he  was 
modeft,  referred,  and  thoughtful,  pofieiled  a  culti- 
vated mind,  and  a  great  ftare  of  eloquence.  He 
preferved  the  utmoft  calmnefs,  firmnefs,  and  deco-* 
rum,  in  the  courfe  of  his  defence.  He  reprefented, 
with  the  force  of  truth,  the  improbability  that  a  man 
without  rank,  fortune,  fupport,  or  popularity,  with 
an  army  of  two  recruiters,  and  an  exchequer  of  a 
hundred  Louis  (Tors^  Ihould  become  the  leader  of  an 
infurreftion.  He  crofs-examined  th^  two  informers 
in  a  manner  which  expofed  them  to  the  moft  pal- 
pable contradiftions.  A  frefh  witnefs  was  called, 
Chomel  the  banker ;  who  flated,  that  the  prifoner 
had  talked  to  him  of  a  plan  to  affemble  an  army  on 
the  frontier  of  the  Netherlands,  under  pretence  of 
taking  a  part  in  the  troubles,  and  with  it  to  invade 
France,  to  reftore  the  parliaments,  and  all  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of.  the  old  government.  This  evi- 
dence   (admitting  its   truth,   which  is  extremely 

VOL.  1.  vt  doubtful) 


doubtful)  amounted  lo  no  more  than  a  conver&ticm 
relating  to  a  proje£k  which  a  fpec^ative  man  might  be 
fuppoftd,  in  a  time  of  free  political  difcuffion,  to  de- 
fcant  on,  without  the  lead  confideration  of  the  means 
of  executing  it,  and  without  even  a  wifh  or  thought 
tending  to  its  fuccefs.  The  prifoner  denied  the 
charge,  and  required  leave  to  call  exculpatory  evi- 
X  dence,  which  was  refufed  ;  in  confequence  of  wjiich 

he  entered  a  forcible  proteft  on  the  regillers  againft 
this  barbarous  and  unjufl  refufal.  It  is  not  pre** 
tended,  even  by  democratic  writers,  that  the  evidence 
tendered  was  fufficient  to  warrant  the  condemnation 
of  Favras  ** :  the  apology  for  the  judges  muft  con- 
fign  them  to  eternal  infamy ;  they  fay  the  people 
required  a  viftim,  and  the  judges  were  forced  to  in- 
dulge their  fanguinary  difpofition.  Judges,  bom 
and  educated  in  a  land  of  freedom,  or  worthy  to 
live  in  one,  would  have  afted  differently ;  "  Fiat 
**  JM/iiii^^  mat  Coilum^^  would  have  burft  fpon- 
taneoufly  from  their  hearts,  and  iffued  indignantly 
Condemn-  from  their  lips.  The  judges  in  his  cafe  however 
#^»o«.  pronounced  the  fentence  of  death,  and  the  amende 
honorable^  an  ignominious  penance  which  pre- 
cedes it. 
rartitwdc.  Thofe  who  were  eye-witneffes  of  his  conduft 
from  the  time  of  his  condemnation  to  that  of  his 
execution,  agree  that  greater  firmnefs,  vigour  of 
mind,  and  genuine  heroifm  were  never  difplayed. 
He  requefled  the  afliftance  of  the  abbe  BofTu,  curate 
of  Saint  Paul's;  to  perform  the  laft  offices  of  reli- 
gion, after  which  he  came  forth  with  ferenity  and 
i9tHFeb.  dignified  cheerfulnefs.  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
*"""  morning  on  the  day  when  his  fentence  was  to  be 
^xecutedj  he  appeared  drefTed  with  care  and  a  con- 
fiderable  fliare  of  elegance.     A  penitentiary  ihirt 

4  See  Rabaud^s  Hiftory  of  th?  Revolution,  p.  176.  Impartial 
Hidory,  ul>i  fiipr^,  fages^  yol.  ^i.  p.  355.  wheje  the  autkof  compaic* 
luin  to  Socrates. 
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^as^  agreeably  to  the  form  of  the  c 

put   over  his  clothes  :  he  was  plao 

head  and  feet  bare,  a  lighted  torch 

his  back  and  breail  were  placed  1 

Con/pirator  againji  the  Jiate*     Whe 

the  church  of  Notre  Daiiie,  he  tO( 

his    condemnation  from  the  clerk, 

nvith  an  unaltered  countenance,  lift( 

heaven,  protefled  his  innocence,  ar 

murderers.     He  was  then  condude 

Ville^  where  he  diftated  a  long,  en 

quent  declaration  of  his  innocence, 

of  his  conduft:  he  difclaimed  eve 

fubvert  the  new  order  of  things  ;  1 

refolution  to  die  f^thful  to  the  fent 

always  animated  him,  loyalty  to  hisj 

At  eight  o'clock  he  recommen 

towards  the  place  of  execution. 

ftrongly  guarded.     The  impreffic 

dignified  and  heroic  deportment 

A  profound  filence  was  generally  o 

fufferer  appeared  more  unconcernei 

fpeftators.     When  he  arrived  at 

fcafibld,  the  good  abbe  BoiTu,  in 

his  penitent,  fainted  in  his  arms  : 

now  reverfed,  the  ghoftly  comfoi 

the  weaknefs  of  humanity,  and  r 

party  condemned  to  death  the  con 

coursigements  drawn  from  the  faci 

velation.     When  he  was  on  the  t 

he  faid  with  a  loud  voice  j  ''  Citi: 

"  cent;  pray,  pray  for  me  to  theG 

The  whole  multitude  preferved  i 

the  executioner,  mejting  into  tears, 

his  office,  till  Favras  required  bin 

which    he    performed    with    mai 

After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  tl 

vered  to  his  friends.     The  inters 

^eportment^  an4  the  injuftice  of 


tire  to  an  umonnned  tepon  tnat  ms  ue  was  wrta 
by  meant  of  braces  pafled  under  his  arms,  nrhich 
was  often  repeated  in  converfation  and  m  print  ^ 

TUs  murder^  performed  under  colour  cf  lav, 
but  in  contempt  of  all  found  rules  of  jurifprudence 
and  reafon,  firft  opened  the  way  for  tfaofe  n^edtf 
ot  the  eftabliihed  forms  of  incubation  and  evidence, 
which  facilitated  the  mock  trial  of  the  Idng;  and 
fubjeded  the  country  to  all  the  horrors  of  the  re* 
volutionary  tribunal. 

•  Hifaiy  of  die  BrUbtmes  by  CamilleDefimmKntj  p»  6$. 
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MARQUIS  PE  LA  FAYETTE. 


^Tp  H  E  femily  of  la  Fayette  is  of  great  antiquity  in  Family. 
*  Auvergne,  and  has  produced  feveral  eminent 
mem  It  is  traced  back  to  the  thirteenth  century.  The 
family  name  was  originally  Motier,  but  the  fourth 
generation  aflumed  the  addition  of  la  Fayette,  which 
was  borne  by  all  their  defcendants  ^ 

La  Fayette  was  heir  to  a  large  eftate,  and  in«  Marriet; 
creafed  his  property  and  influence  by  marrying  a 
lady  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  of  Noailles^    At  an  Serves  fa 
early  period  of  his  life,  the  American  revolution  Americi* 
commenced,  and  he  engaged  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
caufe  of  the  colonifls.     His  conduft  evinced  fo 
much  ardour,  that  it  contributed  greatly  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  French,  and  induce  the  cabinet  of 
Verfailles  to  enter  into  hoftilities  againft  England  **• 

At  the  termination  of  the  war  la  Fayette  returned  Retnrnt 
to  Paris  S  with  a  great  reputation,  thoroughly  im-  ^^  ^"'** 
bued  with  revolutionary  principles,  and  partial  to 
republican  government.  His  fpeech  to  congrefs, 
at  taking  his  final  departure,  contained  fuch  expref- 
fions,  that  de  Vergennfes  would  never  confent  to  its 
being  inferted  in  the  French  gazette*".    In  Paris 

'  Di£lionnaire  de  la  NobleiTe,  par  M^  de  laCbenaye  Deiboiif 

s  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.p.  i6. 

^  Apologie  des  Prpjets,  &c.  p.  at* 

^  As  \%  is  not  my  intention  to  touch  on  the  American  war,  I  havt 
omitted  particularising  the  exploits  of  la  Fayette* 

^  ?ain*s  Rights  of  Man,  Part  I.  p.  i6.  I  have  quoted  Pain  as  an 
authority  in  the  life  of  la  Fayette  only.  As  Pain  boafts  of  an  inti* 
mate  acquaintance  with  hioiy  .1  have  confidered  his  informatipn  as  en- 
titled to  fome  credit  in  this  Angle  inftance. 
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la  Fayette  kept  an  open  houfe,  which  was  fire* 
quented  by  all  thofe  who  had  ferved  in  America. 
His  ample  fortmie  infured  the  attendance  of  nume« 
rous  fycophants,  who  flattered  his  vanity  by  the 
moil  exaggerated  encomiums ;  and  thofe  who  had 
contributed  to  the  eftablifliment  of  American  inde- 
pendence, were  animated  bv  the  rehearfal  of  their 
exploits  and  the  difcuflion  ot  their  principles,  to  de- 
fire  a  change  of  circumftances  in  France,  which 
might  again  call  forth  their  exertions,  and  afford  an 
opportunity  of  difplaying  the  advantages  they  had 
derived  firom  experience  . 
Member        When  political  clubs  began  to  be   formed  in 
wl  dub     ^"^^^'  '*  Fayette  was  one  of  their  moft  aftive  fup- 
"  **   porters.     He  was  a  member  of  the  fodety  of  amis 
dcs  noirs  ",  and  continued  fo  firmly  attached  to  their 
caufe,  that,  in  the  height  of  rebdlion,  the  n^roes 
made  vive  la  Fayette  the  burden  of  their  favourite 
fong  "•     He  was  alfo  a  member  of  the  regulating 
committee  of  a  political  lodge  of  Philalethes  in 
Paris,  together  with  Condorcet,  Orleans,  and  many 
other  perfons  afterwards  confpicuous  in  the  revo- 
lution ". 
t^%7.        In  the  affembly  of  notables,  convoked  by  Ca- 
Condua    lonne,  la  Fayette  was  one  of  the  feftion  over  which 
i^tabJes.    ^^^  count  d'Artois  prefided,  and  which  the  public 
diftinguiihed  by  the  name  of  h  camite  des  Francs  ^ 
As  he  was  a  violent  partifan  of  Necker,  he  greatly 
increafed  his  popularity  by  a  fpirited  oppofition  to 
Calonne,  and  by  reading  a  very  flrenuous  memorial 
againft  the  conduft  of  that  minifter  \    After  the 
expulfion  of  Calonne,  and  diflblution  of  the  nota- 

1  Apologie  des  Projets,  &e.  p.  ss.  The  ConduA  of  France  to* 
lizards  Great  Britain  examined,  by  Miles,  p«  69* 

n  Bryan  Edwards's  Hiftory  of  St.  Domingo,  p.  4.1, 

^  Mercure  Fran9oi8,  No,  du  5  Novembre  I79i. 

o  Robifon's  Proofs  of  a  Confpiracy,  p.  403.  Memoiref  ^^  U* 
cobinifme,  par  Barruel,  vol.  ii.  p.  447. 

P  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  77. 

t  idemi  p.  89.    Pain's  Rights  of  Ma«s  P;Mt  I.  p.  96^ 


ble^,  la  Fayette  diftinguiflied  himfelf  m  Brittany  by 
an  oppolition  to  de  Brienne's  projedl  of  a  cour  pU'- 
niere^  w^hich  induced  the  minifter  to  difcontinue  his 
penfion  % 

In  the  conftituent  affembly,  la  Fayette  ^as  diC-     \^^^. 
tinguiftied  by  his  oppofition  to  the  court,  and  by.^"^^* 
the  fanftion  he  gave  to  all  meafures  which,  by  their  affcmbly, 
revolutionary  violence,  were  calculated  to  raife  him 
in  the  eftimation  of  the  people.     When  the  conteft 
between    the  affembly  and  the  court  was   at  its 
greatefl:  height,  when  the  proceedings  of  the  factious 
had  induced  the  king,  to  order  a  body  of  troops  to 
Paris,   and  the  affembly,  fwayed  by  intrigue,  made 
ftrenuous  exertions  againft  the  fovereign,  la  Fayette 
propofed  his  celebrated  declaration  of  the  rights  of  J^.^^J"^?* 
man.      This  compofition,  which  Robefpierre  juftly  m^/^ 
defcribes    as  a  coUeftion  of  two  or  three    trite 
adages  ',  was  publifhed  with  an  exhortation  to  the 
people,    of  mod  inflammatory  tendency,    though 
couched  in  a  ftyle  of  affefted  philanthropy  ^    When     ijth. 
the  change  of  miniftry  was  announced,  la  Fayette  Vicc-prefi- 
moved,  that  the  refponfibility  of  the  new  minifters    *"  * 
fhould  be  decreed ;  a  meafure  obvioufly  calculated 
to  overawe  the  executive  government :  it  was  how- 
ever complied  with,  and  the  archbifliop  of  Vienne, 
then  prefident  of  the  affembly,  being  old  and  too 
infirm  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  a  long  fitting,  la  Fay- 
ette was  appointed  vice-prefident,  which  was  the  firft 
nomination  to  that  office ". 

After  the  capture  of  the  Baftille,  a  national  guard  Formation 
of  the  citizens  of  Paris  was  formed.     The  com-  g^arj*^"*^ 
mand  was  at  firft  given  to  the  marquis  de  la  Salle, 
who  held  it  merely  a4  a  temporary  truft,  to  here- 

^  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  t.  p.  145* 

'  Defenfeur  de  )a  Conftitution,  p.  «57.  n. 

«  Mrs.  V/olftoncraft's  Hiftory  of  the  Revolution^  p*  174,  &c.  &c* 
This  declaration  of  rights  13  faid  to  have  excited  envy  in  Mirabcsiu^ 
though  feveral  others  had  been  previoudy  publiihed« 


■  Debated.    Hiftoriet. 
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figned-  in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Orleans.  Aftfer 
three  days  however,  the  duke  not  having  teilified 
any  inclination  to  affume  the  important  command 
referved  for  him,  a  new  general  was  recommend- 
ed*. La  Fayette  was  then  highly  popular  ;  a  ge* 
neral  prepoileffion  in  his  favour  had  long  fubfifted, 
which  was  augmented  by  his  recent  conduft  in  the 
15th  jttlj.  afiembly.  He  was  one  of  the  members  fent  to 
Paris  the  day  after  the  capture  of  the  Baftille,  to 
allay  the  popular  ferment,  and  was,  on  the  enfuing 
day,  nominated  commandant-general  of  the  national 
guard.  It  is  aflerted,  that  an  accident  of  a  very 
trifling  nature  contributed  as  much  as  any  other 
circumftance  to  occafion  this,  appointment.  The 
city  ftandards,  which  had  been  feized  by  the  mob 
on  the  13th,  were  placed  in  the  Hotel  de  vUle,  near 
the  general's  buft,  to  which  they  feemed  to  form  a 
kind  of  trophy.  One  of  his  friends  took  advantage 
of  the  incident  to  propofe  him  as  commander^. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  believe  that  fo  important  a  truft  was 
delegated  from  fo  trivial  a  motive,  and  without  any 
previous  arrangement.  La  Fayette  however  ac- 
cepted the  poft  without  hefitation:  he  drew  his 
fword,  and  lowered  the  point  in  token  of  acquief- 
cence  and  gratitiide  *.  The  next  day  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  difpiaying  the  infolence  of  power 
newly  acquired.  The  king  made  his  inaufpicious 
journey  to  Paris,  and  la  Fayette  prepared  thofe  in- 
fults  which  made  his  reception  fo  mortifying  and 
degrading,  by  preventing  the  gardes  du  corps  from 
entering  the  city,  and  forbidding  the  nadonal  guard 
and  the  people  to  cry  Vive  le  roi*/  His  ele^Qn 
^   was  confirmed  by  the  king  ^ 

s  See  Orleans. 

T  Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  voU  vi- P*  fog. 
.  *  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  vol.  ii.  p.  75.    Hinories. 

«  See  Memoirs  of  the  the  King,  &c.    Conjuntion  de  d*OrliNinS| 
'.vol.  ii*  p«  Sf . 

*  Impartial  H!(lorjr»  toI.  i.  p.  144.. 
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La  "Fayette  foon  experienced  the  pernidons  efFeds  Exerti 
of  his  own  maxim,  that  infurredion  is  the  mqfi /acred  \^^^l 
4if  duties^  by  the  difregard  with  which  the   mob  FouImi, 
treated  him  in  the  murder  of  Foulon%  for  whom  he 

inter- 

«  The  fate  of  Foulon,  and  his  fon-in  law  BERTHtEH  is  thut 

related  by  the  eloquent  author  of  an  Addrefs  to  the  Friends  of  the 

People.     See  p.  498.    '*  An  old  man  of  the  name  of  M.  Fou"  n,  a 

<'  couniellor  of  ft<)te,  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  connefled  in  Tome 

*<  degree  with  the  fliort-iived  admfniftration   that   fucceedcd  to  M, 

'**  Necker.     He  had  not  been -popular  formerly,  and  this  circumftance 

«*  rendered  hini  more  obnoxious  ftill.     Nothing,  howci?er,  could  W 

*«  found  as  a  nnhier  of  charge  againft  him  in  any  of  the  Ute  tranHiC- 

*'  tions  ;  but  if  was  at  laft  remembered,  for  the  purpofes  of  democratic 

«<  vengeance,  thst  unocr  the  adminiftration  of  the  abbe  Tenay  (the 

*•  famous  financier  of  Louis  XV.)  he  had  fiiid,  or  been  rtportiU  to 

•'  fay,  that  if  the  people  would  not  be  contented  to  eat  hiead  at  a  cer* 

^•«  tain  price,  they  ought  to  have  nothing  but  hay  given  cbern*    From 

•*  this  it  was  inferred,  that  had  he  obtained  power  now,  lie  would  have 

**  reduced  the  people  to  this  diet,  and  his  death  was  therefore  decked  1 

"  Warned  of  his  danger  the  poor  old  man  had  fled;  concenlirg  hlin- 

<'  felf  in   a  friend* 8  houfe  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  Pari^-     He  was 

'*  traced  by  their  blood  hounds,  and  foon  difcovered  and  Telzr^d,     He 

**  was  conduced  to  Paris  by  the  moj),  loaded  with  facks  af  hay,  an 

<*  emblem  of  his  arcufatton  and  of  his  punifliment.     Having  led  him 

**  to  the  Hotel  de  VlUe^  where  judges  were  to  be  immediately  appointed 

**  for  his  trial,  an  immenfe  crowd  was  in  the  mean  time  gathered 

«  around  the  ?lact  de  Greve,     It  was  continually  increasing  ;  and  in  % 

**  fhort  time  they  loudly  demanded  that  Foulon  ihould  inftamly  be 

**  delivered  over  to  them  forexecutfon.     The  eleBon  of  Paris  caine  to 

*'  the  multitude.     They  dared  not  to  defend  the  innocent  old  man  i 

**  but  they  befought  the  people  to  allow  him  to  be  fairly  Cried*     They 

''  fpol^e  to  the  winds.  Then  M.  Bailly  came.    He  was  now  from  pre- 

**  bdent   of  the  national   anfembly   become   mayor  of  Paris,      Hts 

*'  eloquence  and  authority  were  now  employed  equally  in  vain*     In 

**  the  mean  time  their  viftim  heard  the  favage  cries  of  hjs  enemies  j 

*'  thofe   bowlings   of  murder  more  dreadful  than  dettth.     He  was 

"  ferene  and  calm.     One  of  his  guards  faid,  *•  You  are  not  movedf 

**  Sir  J  furely  you  are  innocent.'* — •'  Guilt  only,"   he  replied,  **  can 

**  be  difcooccrted,'*    At  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  committee  of  fhe 

*<  city  eleflion  thought  the  people  might  be  prevailed  on  (fjys  the 

"  hiftorian  whom  I  copy)  to  allow  him  to  be  carried  to  the  prifon  of 

**  the  Abbaye.      A  detachment  of  the  city  militia  was  ordered  foe 

*<  this  purpofe.    M.  de  la  Fayette  now  arrived.    Even  he  duill  not 

*'  ufe  his  authority;  even  in  the  beginnings  of  his  inglorious  generaU 

^  ihip  he  knew  and  felt  he  had  no  power  \  but  befides  ufing  intreaties, 

**  he  employed  the  artifice  or  the  bi^tality  of  telling  the  people,  that 

**  many  fecrets  regarding  the  machinations  of  the  couri  might  be  dlf- 

«  covered     by  detaining    M.  Foulon    priibner  inilead   of    inilanfly 

"  murdering  him  j  thus  feeding  their  favagenefs  by  the  hopes  of 

*'  further  victims,  and  giving  truth  to  thofe  horrid  calumnies  which 

**  w«re  mfide  the  caufes  of  crime.    The  old  man  (it  was  faid)  gave 

*<  marks 


interceded  and  exerted  himfelf  in  yain.     He  felt 
fo  much  indignation  on  the  fubjedl  that  be  threat- 
ened 


**  marks  of  fatisfaAion  at  the  mention  of  being  committed  to  the  Ab- 
•*  baye.  '  He  will  efcase  us  I*  cried  the  people,  in  the  prtfeocc  of 
«*  all  their  magiftrates,  of  their  mayor,  of  the  general  of  the  new  forces 
•*  of  France  i  they  raife  a  fliout  of  fury,  break  through  die  guards, 
**  nifli  into  the  town-houfe,  di-ag  the  old  man  to  the  lanterntf  which 
<(  had  already  been  the  inftrumentrof  fo  many  murders.  The  cord 
*'  broke  $  another  was  inftantly  found.  His  head  was  then  ferered 
«<  from  his  body,  anfl  fixed  on  a  pike.  It  was  carried  in  procefllon 
<<  with  an  handful  of  draw  thruft  into  his  moutM  His  body  was 
**  dragged  through  all  the  ftretts,  and  fuffered  every  indignity. 
**  Bailly  and  la  Fayette  faw  this  fcene  of  horror,  and  continued  u>  be 
«  called  mayor  of  raris  and  general  of  the  Parifian  army.——* 

*<  The  iniendant  of  Paris,  M.  Berthier,  was  married  to  t|iis  old 
<<  man's  daughter.  He  alfo  had  been  obliged  to  quit  Paris  j  though 
/<  wholly  guilticfs  of  any  afl  of  opprefllon  or  wrong ;  fo  much  guiit- 
«*  lefs,  that  to  (lir  the  minds  of  the  people,  an  accufation  (at  whole 
<<  absurdity  laughter  in  other  circumftances  could  not  have  been  re- 
**  drained)  was  made  againft  him,  of  having  ordered  the  corn  to  be 
€«  cut  down  when  green  !  He  was  arretted  at  Compiegue.  An  tleStr 
**  of  the  city  of  Paris  was  fent  to  bring  him  thither.  On  the  road  be 
«  was  frequently  compelled  to  come  out  of  the  carnage  and  fliew 
**  himfelf  to  the  people,  who  infulted  him  as  he  went  along.  When 
«*  he  entered  Paris,  the  top  of  the  carriage  was  taken  off  that  he  might 
«  be  fully  expofed  to  the  view  of  the  mob,  who  loaded  biro  with 
*<  execrations  and  outrages.  A  numerous  guard  attended  hiiB,  ac- 
**  companied  with  military  mufic}  drums, colours,  every  thing  that  could 
«<  maik  a  triumph.  The  proceflion  was  witnefTed  by  all  Parts ^  every 
«  door,  window,  and  balcony  was  filled.  M.  Berthier  ftill  maintained 
«  the  utmoft  ferenity  j  tranquillity  was  painted  on  his  countenance. 
«  But  the  proceiTion  bad  advanced  only  a  little  way,  when  the  mangled 
•*  and  bloody  head  of  his  father-in-law  was  prefented  to  him  fixed  on 
«  a  pike.  They  had  juil  come  from  his  murder.  After  this  infernal 
«*  a^9  he  was  led  to  the  tribunal }  the  feat  of  equity,,  (the  hifforian 
<*  calls  ir,)  and  the  afylum  of  innocence  fo  fatal  to  guilt.  He 
<<  anfwered  with  manlinefs  the  queftions  put  to  him.  They  bad  his 
«<  papers,  he  faid,  and  thefe  papers  never  at  any  time  afterwards  dif- 
«  clofed  any  crime.  He  then  mentioned  that  he  bad  not  lor  two  days 
<(  fhut  his  eyes,  and  requefted  that  he  might  be  allowed  foroe  place 
**  for  a  little  repofe.  Immediately  arofe  the  ihouts  of  death.  The 
•*  judges  fpoke  of  committing  him  prifoner  to  the  Abbaye.  He 
**  confented.  M.  Bailly  harangued  the  people  $  he  tells  them  that  the 
<^<  prifoner  cannot  be  convi^led  but  by  new  fa^s,  and  that  the  utmoft 
*'  which  couJil  be  done  was  to  impriion  him  for  trial.  This  was  inoft 
*'  glaring  injudice  and  oppreiTion  j  and  for  which  M.  Bailly  in  3 
«*  free  government  muft  have  anfweted,  in  legal  judgment,  by  JH* 
**  perfon  and  fortune.  When  he  had  done  fpeakmg,  the  people  replied 
•*  to  him  with  their  yells.  The  prifoner  was  led  out.  Tboufands 
*'  prefs  around  him»  and  in  a  moment  he  is  dead*    One  of  his  mur- 

«  dercrs 
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encd  to  refign,  but  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  retain 
nis  command  **. 

La  Fayette  had  now  acquired  an  importance  far  Charac- 
exceeding  his  merits,    or  thofe  pretenfions  which  ®^^*^*y' 
ordinary  circumftances  would  have  enabled  him  to 
advance.   ''His  fudden  elevation  inflamed  his  vanity 
to  a  dangerous  pitch.  At  the  head  of  a  revolutionary 
rabble,   he  confidered  himfelf  at  the  fummit  of' 
glory ;  the  leader  of  fophifts,  he  deemed  himfelf  a 
philofopher  ;  and  the  acclamation  of  the  loweft  po- 
pulace led  him  to  fancy  himfelf  a  fecond  Wafhing* 
ton  *.   The  charafter  of  Wafhington  was  a  favourite 
objeft  of  his  imitation;  but  he  was  not  quaUfied  to 
fucceed  in  forming  a  parallel  ^     He  is  reprefented 
as  a  man  of  inordinate  ambition,  without  either 
genius  or  energy ;  capable  of  meditating  the  pro-, 
foundefl  crimes,  yet  defirous  of  preferving  an  ap- 
pearance of  probity  ^ ;  affefting  extraordinary  fub- 
tilty,  yet  deficient  inexperience  and  underftanding  \ 
Ever  mferior  to  the  projefts  he  had  formed;  tremu- 
lous and  hefitating' ;  a  man  of  halfcharader  and 
half  talents,  in  whom  the  timid  circumfpeftion  of 
uncertainty  was  taken  for  modefly ;  whofe  art  con- 
fifted  in  obtaining  credit  for  more  abilities  than  he 
pofTefTed,  and  in  taking  advantage  of  circumftances 
which  he  could  not  command ".     He  is  allowed  to 


*'  deters  thiiift  in  his  hand  and  tore  out  his  palpitating  heart.  It  was 
*'  a  civic  foldien  This  heart,  ftrll  warm  and  beating,  was  carried  to 
'*  the  tribunal  and  prefented  to  his  judges.  It  was  then  fixed  on  the 
'*  point  of  a  dagger;  while  the  body  was  dragged  and  da(hed  to 
•*  pieces  on  the  pavement,  pierced  through  and  through  with  pikes. 
**  At  laif,  in  a  tavern,  his  flcih  and  heart  minced  into  moiTels  was 
"  fteeped  in  their  ^  ine  and  greedily  devoured.  This  happened  in  the 
•«  Rue  St.  Honore.'* 

^  Hiftorical  Sketch,  p.  T9I. 

^  Memoires  du  Jacobinifme,  par  Barruel,  vol.  ii.  p.  44.9. 

^  Bouini*s  Memoirs,  p.  164.,     Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol.  ii«  p*  a^^ 

i  Bouille^s  Memoirs,  p.  104..  127. 

^  Life  of  Dumouriez,  vo\.  ii.  p.  86. 

'  Apologie  des  Projets;  &c.  p.  i86. 

#  Meicure  Fnmf  oiSf  No.  du  31  Aout  179a. 
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poflefs  virtue,  knowledge,  and  coolnefs';  but  his 
principal  errors  originated  from  a  want  of  fixed 
principles,  an  over-weening  ambition,  and  pre- 
fumptuous  vanity,  which,  m  the  day  of  his  pro- 
fperity  and  popularity,  was  carried  to  fuch  an  excefs', 
that  he  was  beard  to  obferve,  ^'  I  have  made  one 
**  revolution  in  America;  when  I  have  finiflied 
*^  this  in  France,  I  will  go  and  make  a  third  at 
*«  Rome".'* 
Hated  bj  Though  Orleans  had  connived  at,  and  even  con- 
Oriean*.  fented  to  the  nomination  of  la  Fayette  to  be  com- 
mandant of  the  national  guard,  yet,  after  his  appoint- 
ment, the  duke  fpeedily  conceived  a  difguft  againft 
him,  which  afterwards  amounted  to  the  moft  ran- 
corous antipathy".  La  Fayette  was  a  ftrenuous 
partifan  of  Nedcer,  whom  he  had  received  at  his 
return  to  Paris  with  g  degree  of  warmth  highly  dif- 
plcafing  to  Orleans  ^  The  pains  taken  by  la  Fayette 
to  organize  the  national  guard,  fo  as  to  prevent,  in 
a  certain  degree,  future  infurreftions  and  murders, 
thwarted  the  views  of  the  duke;  and  his  fatellites 
were  employed  to  deftroy  his  popularity,  and  render 
him  contemptible.  Marat  commenced  a  virulent 
attack  in  his  Journal,  which  inflamed  the  choler  of 
the  hero  of  the  two  worlds  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  he 
marched  an  army  of  fix  thoufand  men  againft  this 
contemptible  adverfary.  They  blockaded  all  the 
avenues  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marat's  dwelling, 
by  pointing  cannon  down  the  ftreets ;  but  Danton 
took  the  little  incendiary  under  his  protedion,  and 

1  Life  of  Dumonriez,  Tol.  ii.  p.  S6.  La  Fayette*8  knowledge  and 
coolnefs  may  be  much  better  appreciated  by  fuch  a  judge  as  Dumou- 
rieza  than  his  virtue.  His  claim  to  eulogium  on  that  fcore  is^  at  leaft^ 
doubtful. 

^  Conjuration  ded*OrIeanS|  vol.  iii.  p.  64. 

B  Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  75. 

•  Bouill£*s  Memoirs,  p.  S6.  Hiftories.  The  Club  of  female 
politicians,  of  vyhich  Necker^s  daughter  and  la  Fayette*!  wife  were 
leading  members,  contributed  to  cement  this  attachment;  Neipker 
ftill  fpeaks  in  the  highell  terms  of  his  friend.  See  On  the  Revolution, 
Toi.  i.  p«  35^*  n«^ 

■  *  .  exerted 


eiietted  himielf  with  fuch  eflfed:,  that  la  Fayette  W2^ 
compelled    to    relinquifli    further    proceedings  ^ 
About  the  fame  time,  Saint  Hunige,  inftigated  by 
Orleans^y  made  daily  harangues  againft  la  Fayette  in 
the    garden  of  the  Palais  Royal.     To  reprefs  thefe 
exertions,  the  general  had  recourfe  to  the  following 
expedient :  One  evening  at  fix  o'clock^  armed  de- 
tachments of  the  national  guard  entered  at  all  the 
doors  of  the  garden,  and  rufhed  forward  to  dilperfe 
every   group  in  which  there  was  an  orator.     The 
awkwardnefs  of  their  evolutions  excited  (houts  of 
derilion ;  their  confufion  incrcafed,  till  at  length,  on 
tlie  motion  of  one  of  the  orators,  a  general  hifs  pre- 
vailed.     After  much  difficulty  the  military  party  fuc* 
ceeded  in  taking  St.  Huruge  and  a  baron  Tinot  pri- 
ibners;  but  the  mob  fooh  obtained  their  releafe"^. 

The  prevalence  of  the  Orleans'  fadlion  became  s^^  «»<* 
fo  decided  and  obvious,  that  apprehenfions  were  en*  La^F^y- 
tertained  that  la  Fayette  would  be  facrificed  in  ^the  ctte'sdan- 
infurteftion  of  the  5th  of  Oftober.     When  the  mob  fj^^^^ 
of  Poiffardesy  headed  by  Maillard,  were  departed  for 
VerfailleSy  the  Parifian   armed  force  aifembled  on 
d^e  Place  de  la  Greve.     The  gi-devant  gardes  Prart" 
fatfesj  who  were  all  mcorporated  with  the  national 
guard,  and  ftill  retained  their  mutinous  difpofitions, 
and  obedience  to  the  agents  of  Orleans,  infifted  the 
commune  fhould  meet,  and  the  armed  force  proceed 
to  Verfailles.     La  Fayette,  as  his  duty  required,  fent 
off  difpatches  to  the  minifters,  informing  them  of 
the  cridcal  ftate  of  affairs.     While  he  was  thus  oc- 
cupied, a  deputation  of  grenadiers  entered,  and  told 
him,  in  a  fet  fpeech,  obvioufly  difiated  for  the  pur« 
pofe,  ''  That  the  government  were  traitors  to  the 
"  country ;  that  they  would,  in  no  cafe,  ufe  their 
'^  bayonets  againft  womenj  who  merely  went  to  alk 
**  for  bread  \  and  that  if  die  king  was  incapable  of 

F  See  Marat  and  Dan  row, 

f  ConjuraLitwi  de  d^Orlaani^  vol,  ii,  p.  t  jS. 
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**  bearing  the  burden  of  monarchy,  tbey  would  de- 
•*  fofe  himj  crown  bis  forty  and  name  a  council  of 
•*  regency^  They  alfo  ezprefied  a  refolution  to 
deftroy  the  regiment  de  Flandres^  and  the  gardes-du^ 
corpSy  who  had  difgraced  the  national  coc£ade.  La 
Fayette  attempted  to  expofl:uIate>  but  in  vain.  The 
party  were  determined;  the  orator  had  made  his 
fpeech,  and  they  would  not  riik  a  diminution  of  its 
dSefb.  To  the  generaPs  remonftrances  they  returned 
ffiort  anfwers,  that  they  were  ready  to  Ihed  their 
blood  for  hinty  as  they  believed  he  was  not  a  traitor ; 
but  that  the  people  were  wretched,  and  infilled  that 
the  king  fhould  be  brought  to  Paris ;  that  fuch  was 
the  will  of  the  people,  and  it  mud  be  obeyed.  The 
general,  obferving  that  his  eloquence  had  no  efibft  on 
this  deputation,  harangued  the  body  of  the  military^ 
but  with  no  better  fuccefs;  they  would  not  hear 
him;  his  voice  was  drowned  in  reiterated  cries  of 
Bread!  bread!  ToVer/aiiles!  To  Verfailles !  The 
fame  reception  awaited  Bailly,  who  jomed  his  efforts 
to  thofe  of  la  Fayette.  Driven  to  this  extremity, 
the  general  at  length  faid  he  would  lead  the  armed 
foTc6  to  Verfailles,  if  the  committee  of  the  commune 
would  give  orders  for  that  purpofe.  Their  delibera- 
tion on  the  fubjetl  was  long  ;  and  the  people  began 
to  think  their  own  fovereignty  flighted.  An  innu- 
merable mob  rufhed  from  the  fuburbs,  and  mingled 
with  the  cries  of  Bread,  and  to  Verfailles,  menacing 
exclamations  againft  the  general,  who  then  beoune 
fenfible  of  the  dangers  of  his  ficuation,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  which  threatened  the  government.  At  length 
the  order  of  the  commune  arrived ;  he  gave  the 
word  of  command  to  march;  and  at  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  this  motley  band,  confiding 
of  eight  hundred  foot,  armed  with  guns  and  pikes,, 
three  companies  of  grenadiers,,  and  one  of  fufileers, 
with  three  field-pieces,  and  national  guards,  and  a 
^olledion  of  vagabonds  fropi  the  dregs  of  the  fub- 

3  ^^^^^ 


urbs,  to  the  number  of  twenty 
forwards  for  VerfaiUes. 

On  their  arrival  near  Montreuil,  I 
that,  at  a  diftance  from  the  capi 
would  be  lefs  counter afted,  orderei 
{hould  take  an  oath  to  refpect  the 
king.  It  is  probable,  however,  th 
with  fome  refiftance,  as  it  was  not 
and  to  fome  of  the  battalions  was 
tioned. 

La  Fayette  and  his  army  arrive 

little  before  midnight.   The  affemb 

but  were  fummoned  to  return  to 

mob,  notwithftanding  the  inceffant 

defifted  from  attacking  the  garde, 

foldiers  who  came  with  la  Fayett 

moft  fanguinary  difpofitions,    fwe 

would  kill  the  queen,  depofe  the 

the  duke  of  Orleans  regent,  for  he 

bread.     La  Fayette  waited  on  the  1 

be  had  a  long  conference ;  at  the 

came  out,  apparently  well  fatisfied. 

of  the  gardes'du'corps  that  every  t 

that  the  gUdevant  gardes  Franfuij 

their   place,    and    they  \(^re   to 

tional  cockade  on  the  morrow.^    T 

gaifes^  in  fa£l,  immediately  took  p< 

pofts  of  the  palace,  and  drew  up 

Mini/ires.     At  the  time  la  Fayette 

told  him  that  thefe  arrangements  b 

thing  would  remain  quiet ;  he  ad( 

vince  the  army  from  Paris  that  no 

tertaii^ed  of  their  conduft,  the  gard 

retire,  ^nd  every  one  in  the  palac 

reft :  he  folemnly  engaged  that  h( 

pieafures  as  would  eflfeftually  pri 

peace.     From  \\it  palace,  la  Fay 

national  affembly,  where  he  advife 

adjourn  the  fitting,  repeating  the 


proceflion,    and   during    two  days   difgraced  the 
capital  •. 
rompeis         La  Fayette,  though  invefled  with  the  important 
1^'^*      command  of  the  national  guard,  now  found  the 
Fiance.      Orleans*  party  much  fuperior  to  him  in  mfluence. 
He  pofleffed  fo  little  energy  of  charafter,  that  he 
dared  not  rifk  a  conteft  with  the  duke,  but  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  terrifying  or  bribing  him.    He 
was,  however,  prevailed  on  not  to  attempt  either  of 
thefe   meafures;    but,  by  a  direft  application,  to 
compel  his  rival  to  quit  the  country.     This  he 
fpeedily  cfFefted  ^ 
LuFay.         The  advantage  thus  acquired,  the  cuftody  of  the 
citc'ain.    Icing's  perfou,  the  command  of  the  militia,  together 
with  his  influence  in  the  army  and  in  the  provinces, 
rendered  la  Fayette  fovereign  of  Paris,  and  enabled 
him  to  difpofe  of  the  aflembly  as  he  thought  proper". 
Martial      He  ftrengthened  his  power  by  obtaining  from  the  le- 
l«w.         giflature  a  decree  eftablilhing  a  martial  law,  in  fome 
meafure  fimilar  to  the  Riot  Aft  in  England.    The 
fignal  under  which  the  troops  were  to  a£t  in  repelling 
fedition,  was  the  difplay  of  a  red  flag.     La  Fayette, 
as  foon  as  the  decree  was  pafled,  made  hafle  to  ex- 
hibit a  red  flag  at  the  windows  of  the  Hotel  de  Vill^, 
with  the  oflientjitious  delight  of  a  child  who  has  ob- 
tained a  new  toy  *. 
La  Fay-         Although  armed  with  powers  fo  extenfire,  la 
cue's  plan  Fayette  was  not  capable  of  forming  projefts  of  pro- 
menr^*^"   portionate  magnitude,  or  of  giving  fuch  a  bias  to 
the  revolution  as  would  have  rendered  it  ufeful  to 
the  people,  without  detriment  to  the  exifting  go- 
vernment.    His  favourite  plan  was  the  eftablifhnient 

»  See  THE  King,  &c.  Orleans.  Hiftories.  Anecdotes du  Regn« 
de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  vi.  p.  424..  431^  Moore's  View,  vol.  i.  p.  44^' 
vol.  ii.  p.  t5tofti.  Conjuration  de  d*Urlean9y  vol.  ii*  p<i5i'^ 
235.  xfij,  »7T.  »78. 

(  Houiile's  Memoirs,  p.  it4.    See  Orleans. 

■  15ouiIle*8  Memoirs,  p.  98, 

*  HiUories.    Conjutation  de  d*0ileaQS>  vol.  ii.  p.  339*  34S*      ^ 


of  a  democratical  monarchy,  with  -two  houfes  of 
legiflature;  but  his  notions  were  fo  confufed  and 
indeterminate,  that  many  perfons  confidered  him  a 
decided  republican,  and  expreffed  furprife  when 
he  afterwards  declared  his  attachment  to  royalty  ^* 
This  opinion  was  rendered  more  probable,  by  his 
brutal  treatment  of  the  king  and  queen,  and  by  his 
unceafing  perfecution  of  the  royalifts,  whHe,  from 
want  of  vigour  or  want  of  difcernment,  he  ufed  no 
exertions  againft  his  more  formidable  opponents, 
the  Jacobins  5  but,  on  the  contrary,  ufed  every 
effort  to  fiipprefs  the  clubs  which  were  formed  to 
counteraft  the  influence  of  that  fociety ''.  La  Fay-  4th  Feb; 
ette  w^as  one  of  the  moft  ftrenuous  promoters  of  ^79®. 
the  king's  vifit  to  the  affembly,  when  he  made  that 
imprudent  declaration  of  his  defire  to  promote  the 
revolution,  which  difconcerted  all  the  views  of  his 
faithful  adherents  *. 

During  the  abfence  of  Orleans,  la  Fayette  made  His  weak-f 
fo  little  ufe  of  the  advantages  with  which  he  was  •"®^^* 
invefted  by  his  fituation,  that  no  meritorious  or  con- 
fpicuous  aftion  ftands  recorded,  except  his  exertions 
to  affift  Bailly  in  fupplying  the  capital  with  bread, , 
and  his  efforts  to   introduce  difcipline   and  order 
among  the  national  guards.     In  this  point  he  was 
aftuated  rather  by  ambitious  than  by  patriotic  mo- 
tives, as  he  affeded  to  attach  the  foldiers  under  him 
to  his  own  perfon*,  and  for  that  reafon  preferred  the 
Bourgeoifie  to  the  regular  military  ^. 

But  if  la  Fayette  had  ever  digefted  a  ferious  pro-  Hlsdon-^ 
jeft  either  of  private  ambition  or  public  utility,  it  ^^^^ 
was  fruftrated  by  his  own  levity  and  inconfiderate-  Orleans. 
JOiefs,     He  knew  and  appreciated  the  fuperior  in- 

T  Bouille*s  Memoirs,  p.  127.      BriflTot  a  fcs  Commettans,  p.  173, 
Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  6.      Appel  a   Tlinpartiale  Poiteriic,  vol.  ii. 

P-  59-     .  .  .  '  . 

»  Bouill^*s  Memoirs,  p.  132.  Conjnration  de  d*0rleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  8. 

*  See  THE  King,  &c.     Arthur  Young's  Travels,  p.  275. 

*  Arthur  Young's  Travels,  p.  a72, 
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fluencc  of  Orleans,  and  had  even  exceeded  the, 
bounds  which  his  own  hefitative  prudence  prefcribed 
in  enforcing  his  departure  from  France,  yet,  in  con- 
junftion  with  Bailly,  he  invented  that  abfurd  feftival 
which  afforded  the  duke  an  opportunity  of  return- 
ing to  Paris.  When  la  Fayette  was  apprifed  of  the 
duke's  intention,  he  afted  in  a  manner  which  dif- 
played  want  of  judgment  and  energy.  He  fent  one 
of  his  own  aides-de-camp y  named  Boinville,  to  Lon- 
don, with  a  commiffion  to  engage  the  French  am- 
baffador  to  infift  that  Orleans  (hould  not  return  to 
France.  The  duke  had  fagacity  enough  to  difcern 
the  advantage  he  might  derive  from  this  imprudent 
meafure ;  and  having  prevailed  on  the  ambaffador 
and  Boinville  to  commit  their  requifition  to  writing, 
and  fign  it,  made  immediate  application  to  the  aC 
6th  July,  fembly  to  fanftion  his  return  *'.  La  Fayette  did  not 
oppofe  the  motion,  but  entered  into  a  brief  and  un- 
fatisfaftory  explanation  of  the  reafons  which  in- 
duced him  to  enforce  the  duke's  abfence,  reafons 
which,  he  faid,  ftill  exifted,  though  he  entertained 
no  apprehenfions  for  the  public  fafety  *. 
Fedcra-  While  the  ceremony  was  in  preparation,  la  Fay- 

•*®"'  ette  fet  an  example  of  violence  and  puerility  highly 
indecorous  and  difgraceful.  He  was  a  ftrenuous 
advocate  for  the  abolition  of  nobility,  and  the  fup- 
preflion  of  all  titles  and  diftinftions  ®.  He  fanc- 
tioned  all  the  outrages  committed  by  the  mob,  who 
broke  into  the  monalleries  and  convents,  and  com- 
pelled the  monks  and  nuns  to  abandon  the  retreats 
in  which  they  had  fworn  to  feclude  themfelves,  in 

«  Conjuration  de  d*OrIeans,  vol.  ill.  p.  51.     See  Orleans. 

«i  Debates.  Conjuration  de  d'Orieans,  vol.  iii.  p.  55.  Impartial 
HiHory,  vol.  i.  p.  351.     Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  155. 

^  See  Debates.  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  347.  Hifiorical Sketch, 
p.  183.  It  IS  a  remarkable  fafl  that  none  of  the  advocates  for  the 
abolition  of  titles  abandoned  their  own  nomt  de  terre  to  refume  their 
family  appellative.  La  Fayette  never  calltd  himfelf  Afo//«r.  C»ndarca 
lievei-  took  on  himfelf  the  name  Caritat,  nor  did  Mirabeau  aflfume  that 
ei  Riquetti^ox  Ai-rigbetU  ^\i\Q\i  had  belonged  to  his  anceltors. 

order 


order  to  work  Jn  the  Champ  de  Mars.  He  was  a 
tranquil  fpeftator,  or  rather  aftive  promoter,  of 
the  licentious  proceedings  of  the  populace ;  and 
joined  them  in  the  famous  fong,  Ca  Ira^  where 
he  was  moft  ridiculoufly  flattered,  and  where  all 
ariftocrats  were  fentenced  a  la  lantcrne  *".  One  of 
la  Fayette's  views  in  promoting  the  confedera- 
tion was  probably  the  hope  that  he  (hould  be  en- 
abled by  intriguing  among  the  pderh  to  increafe 
his  popularity  in  the  provinces :  but  in  this  he  was 
totally  miftaken ;  they  came  to  Paris  replete  with 
loyalty,  and  nothing  could  induce  them  to  fwerve 
from  thofe  fentiments. 

On  the  day  of  the  ceremony,  la  Fayette  was  pro  \^Jl\^ 
tempore  high  conftable  of"all  the  armed  men  in  the  puiarity.** 
kingdom  ^.      His   popularity   was   at    its    greatefl: 
height  J     Vive  la  Fayette !   refounded   from   every 
tongue}    and  his    pidure    was   placed    near    the 
ftatue  of  Henry  IV.  the  idol  of  the  people  •".  ' 

From  that  day  however  his  popularity  was  Oppofition 
doomed  to  decline.  Orleans,  immediately  on  his  *°  '™* 
return,  commenced  an  aftive  and  powerful  attack  ; 
and  the  Lameths,  defirous  to  make  la  Fayette  refign 
the  command  of  the  national  guard,  united  them- 
felv©8  with  the  Jacobins,  and  became  his  ftrenuous 
oppofers  *. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  la  Fayette  difplayed  His  con. 
neither   vigour  of  mind    or    extenfive    refources.  ^a,.dsVhe 
He  aflFeded  to  oppofe  his  own  popularity  to  the  king, 

r  ^  See  Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  67.     An  inftance  of  his 
Culpable  acqiitefcence  with  the  mob  is  thus  related   by  Montjoye  t 
*'  X  remember,  one  evening,  all  the  butchers*  boys,  with  their  mirt 
*'  fleeves  tucked  up,  and  their  arms  (lained  with  blood,  entered  the 
*'  Cham^  de  Maru     One  of  them  carried  on  a  long  ftick,  a  fcroll  with 
''  thefe  words,  written  in  large  chara6lers,  Hirt  art  the  butcbcri*  boyt  \ 
"  trmhU  arijitcraii !  At  fight  of  this  fcroll,  la  Fayette,  inftead  of  coir 
*'  peUing  ihefc  blood-thirfty  people  to  reiiic,  fmiled,  applauded, 
**  vociferated  the  fong  Ca  Ira.*''     Conjuration  de  d'Orlcans,  v 
p.  68. 

8  Mooie's  View,  vol.  ii.  p,  1644 

*^  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  1790.    Sec  BAXLLYt 

^  Bopille^y  MemoirSi  p.  174.  %i^.  «46. 
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cflforts  of  his  adverfaries ;  and,  in  order  to  increafe 
it,  behaved  to  the  royal  family  with  the  moft  wan- 
ton brutality,  affuming,  with  the  office,  the  manners 
of  a  jailor.     Yet  he  was  fo  mean  and  fo  treacherous 
as  to  draw  from  the  civil  lift  large  fums,  under  pre- 
tence of  procuring  the  king  fome  partifans,  inftead 
of  which,  he  diftributed  the  money  among  the  pub- 
lic writers,  rather  with  a  view  of  engaging  them  to 
fupport  his  own  caufe  than  that  of  his  fovereign''* 
If  as  a  foldier,  a  nobleman,  and  a  fubjeft,  he  can 
ftand  excufed  for  his  total  want  of  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment to  the  king  ;  yet  as  a  politician,  or  leader 
of  a  party,  he  muft  be  lor  ever  contemptible  for  his 
extreme  weaknefs  in  not  raifmg  up  or  maintsdning 
a  counterafting  power  fufficiently  ftrong  to  refift 
the  Orleans'  faftion,  which  was  decidedly  adverfa- 
rious  to  himfelf. 
sSthFeb*        The  firft  public  trial  of  ftrength  between  Orleans 
^^^{g       and  la  Fayette  was  on  the  day  when  Santerre,  at 
•tvin-      the  head  of  a  Parifian  mob,  went  to  deftroy  the 
ccnnes.      caftle  of  Vincennes.     The  leaders  of  faftion  had 
excited  dreadful  alarms,  as  well  refpefting  the  ftate 
of  Paris,  as  the  fituation  of  the  royal  family,  whom 
they  defcribed  as  being  expofed  to  imminent  dan- 
ger.    Santerre,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  rabble 
collefted  from  the  fauxbourgs^  repaired  to  the  caftle 
of  Vincennes,  which  they  began  to  demolifli,  under 
pretence  that  it  was  intended  as  a  new  Baftille.    La 
Fayette,  at  the  head  of  the  national  guard,  pro- 
ceeded to  difperfe  the  rioters  ;    which,  after  fome 
Treatment  difficulty  and  oppofuion,  he  accomplifhed.     While/ 
rp'allfls      '^  Fayette  was  employed  on  this  expedition,  another 
mob  was  collefted,  who  ran  to  the  Tuilleries,  utter- 
ing  violent  threats  againft  the  royal  family.    Four 
hundred  gentlemen,  armed  with  piftols  and  fwords, 
aflembled  in  the  palace,  and  determined  to  prevent 
a  renewal  of  the  fcenes  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oc- 

^  Bouille's  Memoirs^  p.  950.  256. 

tober, 


tober,  at  the  rilk  of  their  lives.     The  populace  ex- 
claimed that  a  band  of  traitors  was  concealed,  who 
'  intended  to  maffacre  the  people  ;    and  they  perfe- 
vered  in  their  clamours  and  threats,  till  fome  offi- 
cers of  the  national  guard,  and  even  the  king  him- 
felf,  entreated  them  to  lay  down  the  arms  which, 
an   ill-judging  zeal  had  induced  them  to  affume, 
^Vhen  they  were  performing  this  aft  of  fubmiffion, 
they  were  expofed  to  innumerable  infults  from  the 
national  guard,   who   brutally  thruft   them   down 
flairs,  and  delivered  them  to  the  mob,  who  loaded 
them  with  injuries  and  infults.     La  Fayette,  return- 
ing from  Vincennes,  proud  of  his  conqueft  over 
Santerre,  heard  the  rabble  reviling  thefe  unfortunate 
men,  and  faw  them  treated  with  every  indignity, 
not  only  without  interfering  in  their  favour,  but  he 
encouraged  the  proceedings  by  an  apparent  gaiety, 
and  by  fmging  ^a  ira.     When  he  entered  the  pa- 
lace, and  faw  the  arms  which  the  royalifts  had  re* 
figned,  he  fwore  with  great  violence  that  fuch  an 
event  fliould  not  again  occur,     A  perfon  who  was 
prefent  remonftrated,  that  thefe  brave  men,  confi- 
dering  the  king's  life  in  danger,  had  determined  to 
make  a  rampart  of  their  bodies  around  his  perfon. 
''  What!*'  exclaimed  la  Fayette,  "  the  king  in  dan.. 
"  ger  in  the  midft  of  the  national  guard ! — A  con-  ' 
"  ftitutional  king  can  only  be  defended  by  the  fol- 
"  dier§  of  liberty  \*^     It  is  probable  that,  befides 
his  antipathy  to  the  royalifts,  la  Fayette  was  influ- 
enced on  this  occafion  by  the  fear  of  exafperating 
the  populace ;   and  was  defirous,  by  countenancing 
diforder,   encouraging   infurreftion,   and   flattering 
the  mob,  to  repair  the  injury  his  popularity  might 
have  fuftained  from  his  conduft  at  Vincennes.     If 
fuch  were  his  motives,  he  difplayed  a  bafe  and  dif- 
honeft  mind ;   but  if  he  was  weak  enough  to  think 

t  Moore's  Vie>y,  vol.  ii.  p.  a«o.     Conjuration  de  d'Orlcan?,  vol.  iii.   . 
p^  115.    Anecdotes  du  Regne  de  Louis  XVI.  vol,  vi.  p.  4.6S. 
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the  king  fafe  under  the  proteftion  of  a  body  of 
national  guards  whom  he  himfelf  could  not  con- 
trol, he  muft  have  been  deftitute  of  even  a  com- 
mon fhare  of  fagacity. 
lith  Apr.       A  fhort  time  after  this  tranfa^ion,  la  Fayette  had 
J  K-ing  pre-  another  proof  of  the  little  reliance  which  could  be 
g^l'ng'to     placed  on  the  loyalty  or  afFeftion  of  the  national 
St.  Cloud,  guard.     Aftuated  by  fhame,  repugnance,  or  fome 
other  motive,  he  had  perfuaded  the  king  to  go  to 
St.  Cloud ;  whe|i  the  royal  family  were  feated  in 
their  carriages,  the  mob  would  not  permit  them  to 
proceed;    and  la  Fayette,  having  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  influence  the  national  guard  to  reftrain 
the  licentioufnefs  of  the  rabble,  wa^s  obliged  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  difgrace  of  being  fcorned  and^difobeyed 
by  his  own  foldiers  ".     The  conduft  of  the  mob 
was  applauded  in  the  journals  and  in  patriotic  pub- 
lications,  and  la  Fayette   mentioned  with  cenfure 
La  Fayette  and  contempt".     He  felt  fo  much  indignation  at 
ftiigns.      ti^is  unexpected  defertion  of  his  foldiers,  that  he 
gave  in  his  refignation.     The.  Orleans*  faftion  were 
not  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  this  meafure,  but 
permitted  the  national  guard  to  follow  the  irapulfe 
of  their  own  feelings,  or  the  fuggeftions  of  la  Fay- 
ette's friends.     All  the  battalions  affembled,   and 
appointed   deputations   to  the  general,   to  exprefe 
forrow  for  their  conduft,  and  promife  obedience  in 
future.      Thefe   deputations   filled   his   hotel,   and  , 
crowded  the  ftreet  where  he  refided.     The  muni- 
cipality and  the  department  alfo  joined  in  entreat- 
ing him  to  refume  the  command.     La  Fayette  ex- 
prefled  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  honor,  but  declined 
giving  his  anfwer  till  the  next  day.     At  ten  o'clock 
he  went  to  the  hall  of  the  commune^  where  he  was 
met  by  the  council-general,  and  by  deputies  from 

*  Sec  Memoirs  of  the  King,  &c. 

*  See  Moore's  View,   v^U.  ii.   p.  243.     Anecdotes   du  Regne  dc 
JLouis  XVI.  voi«  vi.  p.  47X. 


all  the  battaUons.    He  made  a  fpeech,  diftlngulflied 
for  a  difplay  of  felf-denial,  and  for  the  earneftnef$ 
with    Tvhich   he  recommended  fubordination,  but 
concluded  by  declining  the  command.     The  follow- 
ing day  the  battalions  affembled,  and  made  a  decla- 
ration expreffive  of  their  fubmiflion  to  the  law  and 
2:eal  for  the  conftitution,  and  of  their  refolution  to 
obey  the  commander  in  chief ;  but  no  mention  was 
made  of  la  Fayette.     Whether  this. mode  of  con- 
duft  had  been  previoufly  concerted,  to  afford  the 
general  an  unexceptionable  opportunity  of  retraft- 
ing  his  refignation,  or  whether  his  friends,  now  be- 
come  apprehenfive  that  the  folicitude  of.  the  na- 
tional guard  was  nearly  exhaufted,  is  not  certsun. 
Bailly  however  made  hafte  to  authenticate  this  de- 
claration, and  procured  a  deputation  of  eight  mem- 
bers of  the  commune^  .whom  he  accompanied  in  per- 
fon,  to  wait  on  the  general,  and  perfuade  him  that 
his  refufal  to  refume  the  command  would  endanger 
the  ftate,  and  that  the  greateft  proof  of  patriotifm 
he  could  give  would  be  to  waive  the  refolution  he 
had  formed.    Thus  importuned,  la  Fayette  at  length  Rera»r.e« 
yielded.     He  infifted  that  the  national  guard  (hould  ^i>^<:^'w- 
go  in  a  body  to  the  king,  renew  their  oath  of  alle- 
giance,  and  profefs   forrow  for  what  had  paffed* 
Thefe   empty  declarations   were   made  with   great 
pomp  and  affeftation ;  but  the  general  adopted  no 
meafure  to  alleviate  the  king's  captivity,  or  to  pro- 
cure for  him  the  indulgence  of  vifiting  St.  Cloud. 
La  Fayette's  conduft  was  influenced  by  felfifli  views 
of  perfonal  aggrandizement,   without   the  fmalleft 
regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  royal  family.     He 
afterwards  ventured  to  break  the  company  of  na- 
tional guards  which  had  refufed  to  obey  his  com- 
mand ;   but  they  were  all,  except  fourteen,  received 
into  a  new-formed  company  raifed  in  its  ftead  ;  and 
a  new  conftitutional  oath  was,  by  his  direction,  ad- 
miniftered  to  all  the  national  guards.     The  fourteen 
men  who  had  been  difmiffed  were  reprefented  by 
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the  Orleanifts  as  martyrs  in  the  caufe  of  liberty,  exi 
tolled  by  the  Jacobins,  and  feafted  by  the  Corde- 
liers, while  la  Fayette  was  execrated  and  threatened 
in  both  focieties  :  his  new  oath  was  decried  as  un- 
conftitutional  and  illegal,  and  declared  void.  Du- 
bois de  Crance  wrote  a  pamphlet  on  the  occafion, 
in  which  he  afferted  that  the  national  guard  owed 
only  a  reafonable  and  limited  obedience  to  their 
general,  and  that  to  expel  any  of  them  for  refufing 
to  take  the  oath  required,  was  an  arbitrary  and  de- 
fpotic  proceeding  ®. 
Conduft  The  conduft  of  la  Fayette  with  refpeft  to  the 
refpeaing  king's  flight  has  given  rife  to  much  conjefture,  and 
flightcx-*  ^^  ^^^^  reprefented  in  various  lights.  Some  au- 
aniincd.  thors  have  aflerted,  and  it  was  for  a  time  confi- 
dently believed,  that  the  royal  family  had  imparted 
their  intention  to  la  Fayette ;  that  he  connived  at 
their  efcape,  and  afterwards  betrayed,  arretted,  and 
imprifoned  them.  Others  fay  that  he  was  not  en* 
trufted  with  their  defign,  but  penetrated  it  by  other 
means,  and  after  permitting  them  to  enjoy  for  a 
moment  the  illulion  of  liberty,  caufed  them  to  be 
'  purfued  and  retaken,  in  order  to  enhance  his  own 
fagacity,  and  to  acquire  an  additional  claim  on  the 
public  regard  ^.  I  have,  from  the  fafts  prefented 
in  the  various  narratives  of  this  event,  adopted  the 
latter  opinion ;  and  fhall  avoid  difcufling  the  ab- 
flraft  queftion,  by  relating  thofe  fafts,  and  occa- 
fio^ally  fhewing  their  application.  But  although 
I  have  formed  my  judgment  from  thefe  impred' 
fions,  I  am  far  from  confidering  the  refult  of  my 
examination  as  abfolutely  certain :  on  all  fuch  occa- 
fions,  the  mind  is  left  to  choofe  among  a  variety  of 
conjeclural  deduftions,  and  the  mofl  fpecious  pro^ 
babilities   may   lead   to   an   erroneous   conclufion. 

«  See  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  407.  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii. 
p.  290.  298.     Mercurc  Fran9ois,  No.  <Ju  7  Mai  1791. 

F  See  Flayfair's  Hiftory  of  Jacobin i fin,  p.  ^i5»  apd  the  various  au- 
thorities hereafter  cited. 


The  HI  ufage  the  king  had  fuftained,  and  which  was 
daily  increafing,   had  induced   him  to  refolve  on 
the  meafure  of  retiring  with  his  fannily  to  a  fortified 
frontier  town.     This  plan  was  arranged  with   the 
marquis  de  BouiUe,  by  means  of  confidential  met 
fengers,  and  letters  written  in  cypher  \     That  la 
Fayette  was  never  entnifted  with  this  important  fe- 
cret,  appears  obvious  from  the  queen's  declaration 
on  her  trial  %  and  from  Bailly's  addrefs  to  his  fel- 
low-citizens, in  which  he  pofitively  denies  that  any 
fuch  communication  had  been  made  \     It  alfo  ap- 
pears from  a  private  paper  preferved  by  Dr,  Moore, 
that  the  king,  while  the  arrangements  were  making 
for  his    flight,    had    been    exprefsly   and   forcibly 
cautioned  not  to  truft  la  Fayette,  and  the  king  was 
too  timid   and  cautious   to   flight  fuch    an   admo- 
nition*.    His  cruehy  towards  the  royal  family  had 
fo  difgiifted  the  king,  that  he  even  withdrew  great 
part  of  the  money  he  had  been  ufed  to  allow  from 
the  civil  lifl:^  and  with  which  la  Fayette  had  bribed 
the  journalifts  \       Yet    there  is   reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  la  Fayette  was  by  fome  means  apprized  of  the 
king's  defign,  and  appeared  to  connive  at  it  from 
motives  of  bafe  artifice  alone^     He  wrote  a  letter  to  7th  Fek 
BouUle^  in  which  he  plainly  indicated  a  fufpicion  *^^*" 
amounting  alnioft  to  a  certain   knowledge  of  the      ' 
projeft,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  rooted  hatred  for  the 
royalifts,  accompanied  with  a  total  difregard  of  the 
Orleans'  fa£Hon,  which  proved  iiis  felf-fufficiency  no 
lefs  than  want  of  forefightN     The  means  by  which 
he  obtained  his  knowledge  are  differently  defcribed* 
On  one  hand  it  is  faid,  that  it  was  difclofed  to  him  by 
one  of  the  female  attendants  in  the  palace,  who  was 

*I  Sec  Roviille's  Memoirs p  paflim, 

^  See  jorJan''^  Ptiluical  St^ite  of  Europe,  voL  v,  p.  1 154.*  Hebeit  in 
hts  evldeiTfcce  attempted  to  (irove  iKe  contrary,  but  lirtle  tredit  caii  U« 
given  tci  llie  affcrtions  of  Jo  worthlef^  a  wietcEi^  F,  t^±. 
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devoted  to  his  intereft,  and  who  ferved  him  fo  faith- 
fully that  he  was  even  furnifhed  with  a  pattern  of 
the  gown  intended  to  be  worn  by  the  queen  on  the 
occafion''.  This  account  is  not  improbable,  con- 
fidering  that  the  king  and  queen  were  conftantly 
furrounded  with  fpies,  who  obferved  their  conduft 
with  the  moft  pertinacious  vigilance.  Or  la  Fayette 
might  have  learned  the  fecret  either  from  the  con- 
fidence or  indifcretion  of  Mirabeau,  with  whom  he 
had  an  interview  a  fhort  time  before  his  death.  Mi- 
rabeau had  been  bought  over  to  the  king's  intereft, 
and  perhaps  wifhed  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  againft  the 
efforts  of  Orleans  by  an  alliance  with  la  Fayette, 
which  would  have  been  truly  beneficial  to  both  king 
and  conftitution  ^. 

The  rumour  of  the  king's  projefted  efcape  was  fo 
general,  and  obtained  fo  much  credit,,  that  la  Fayette 
could  not  pretend  ignorance ;  on  the  contrary,  at 
the  reprefentation  of  Gouvion,  he  doubled  the 
guard;  and  took  fuch  other  precautions  as  he  judged 
neceflary  to  fruftrate  the  plan  *•  This  meafiire  was 
leis  folid  than  fpecious ;  for  if  he  had  determined 
to  permit  the  king's  efcape,  it  muft  alfo  be  con- 
cluded that  he  knew  the  exaft  road  he  intended  to 
take ;  that  he  had  decided  the  precife  place  where 
he  (hould  be  arrefted  ;  and  hud  even  corrupted  the 
troops  placed  by  Bouille  to  proteft  the  royal  travellers. 
La  Fayette,  in  doubling  the  guard,  and  at  the  fame 
time  entrufting  the  command  to  Gouvion,  his  in- 
timate and  confidential  friend,  only  ijifured  the 
fuccefs  of  his  own  projefts.  On  the  night  of  the 
king's  departure,  the  general  had  an  interview  with 
the  royal  family ;  he  diffembled  his  fufpicions ;  but 
after  his  departure,  the  princefs  Elizabeth  faid  to 
her  auguft  relatives,  *'  We  are  certainly  betrayed  ; 
*^  la  Fayette  at  his  departure  looked  and  fmiled  ill 

7  See  Conjuration  de  d^Orleans,  v  >]•  iii,  p»  izi. 

»  Bouille*s  Memoirs,  p.  197. 

*  Impartial  Hiftory>  vol.  i.  p,  417 
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*^  fuch  a  manner  as  convinces  me  he  knows  all/* 
The  hint  was  not  attended  to^. 

At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  la  Fayette  went 
to  the  refidence  of  the  mayor  to  report  on  the 
ftate  of  the  caftle,  refpefting  which  the  moft  anxi- 
ous alarms  had  been  entertained.  He  faid  that  all 
the  grates  had  been  carefully  fhut ;  that  he  him- 
felf  had  renewed  the  watch-word  at  every  gate ;  and 
that  it  was  impoffible  even  for  a  moufe  to  efcape  •"• 
In  this  he  difplayed  the  moft  confummate  treachery. 
The  royal  family  had  left  the  Tuilleries  at  a  quarter 
before  twelve  o'clock  **.  In  their  way  to  the  car- 
riages they  faw  la  Fayette  pafs  them  twice  * ;  it  is 
not  eafy  to  fuppofe  that,  with  the  alarm  on  his 
mind  which  muft  have  been  communicated  by  the 
feats  of  the  municipality,  the  general  could  have 
feen,  without  emotion  and  inquiry,  a  party  fo  nu- 
merous, croffing  the  Carouzel,  and  getting  into 
twb  carriages  fo  near  the  palace.  Nor  is  it  eafy  to 
believe  that  a  double  guard,  ftationed  for  an  exprefs 
purpofe,  could  have  been  fo  remifs  in  their  vigilance 
as  to  have  permitted  their  efcape  without  exprefs 
inftruftions  \ 

The  progrefs  of  the  royal  family  ^rough  feveral 
places  where  the  king  was  known,  muft  excite  fome 
iurprife ;  but  the  conduct  of  the  guards  ftationed 
by  Bouille  to  intercept  all  couriers  from  Paris,  is 
entirely  unaccountable,  except  on  the  ground  of 
treachery.  Various  accidents  had  delayed  the 
king's  departure ;  and  the  breaking  of  his  harnefs 
had  impeded  his  progrefs,  which  occafioned  a  delay 
of  fome  hours,  upon  which  one  of  the  ftations  aban- 

^  Cot^jura^ion  de  d'Orlean?,  vol.  iii.  p,  lit. 

*  SecHailly's  Addrefsto  his  Ftliow^-citi/cns.  ApPENDiX,  No,  IV, 
^  See  Tnal  of  the  Queen  in  Jord:ir^s  Political  biate  of  Europe, 
f  FocEs  de^  Botirbon^,  vol,  \\u  p*  33*  47* 
=  Bouillt's  Memoir E,  p*  3+5* 
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doned  their  pofts,  and  fpread  the  report  that  the 
king  was  not  to  be  cxpeded  ^. 

When  the  king's  efcape  was  difcovered,  rage  and 
conftemation  prevailed  in  Paris-  La  Fayette  affumed 
a  mode  of  conduft  fo  decifive  and  fo  repugnant  to 
his  general  charafter,  as  to  cotifirm  the  probability 
that  he  knew  precifely  what  would  be  the  event  of 
the  king's  projeft.  He  entered  the  hall  of  the 
affembly  in  his  uniform,  though  contrary  to  the 
rule  or  the  legiflature,  and  though  Camus  made 
fome  oppofition  to  the  innovation ;  he  gave  a  brief 
account  of  the  tranfaftion,  and  offered  to  be  per^ 
fonally  refponfible  for  the  conduct  of  Gouvion. 
He  then  mounted  his  white^  charger  and  pranced 
through  the  ftreets,  fmiling,  and  affuring  the  people 
that  the  king  would  foon  return  ^.  The  affembly 
decreed  that  meffengers  fhould  be  fent  to  all  the 
departments  to  prevent  the  royal  family  from  leaving 
the  kingdom;  but  it  is  remarked  that  only  one 
courier  departed ;  that  he  was  accompanied  by  an 
cide'de-camp  of  la  Fayette,  and  that  they  followed 
the  exaft  road  taken  by  the  king  *. 

The  circumftances  which  occafioned  and  attended 
the  king's  arreft  are  alfo  calculated  to  induce  ftrong 
fufpicions  or  treachery.  That  Drouet  fhould  recog- 
nize the  king  by  his  refemblance  to  the  effigy  on  an 
affignat  of  fifty  livres,  is  extremely  improbable; 
efpecially  as  he  ftated,  that  he  only  faw  the  king 
leaning  back  in  the  carriage "" ;  and  the  account  is 
rendered  ftill  more  fufpicious  from  a  different  ftate- 
ment  having  been  made  by  Muguet,  as  orator  of  the 
feven  committees  afterwards  appointed,  he  faid  that 
Drouet  had  recognized  the  perfon  of  the  queen  '.    It 

z  Sec  Memoirs  of  the  King,  &c. 

^  Debates.     Conjuration  de  d*Orleans,  vpl.  ilJ.  p.  Ii8. 

^  Pages,  vol,  i.  p.  481.     Conjuration  de  d'Orleans,  ubi  fiipra, 
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mft  create  great  furprife,and  can  hardly  be  attributed 
Eto  unpremeditated  contingency,  that  in  an  inftant 
[after  the  king*s  arrival  at  Varenues^  at  the  fimple 
Lmotion  of  the  poft-mafter  of  another  town,  the 
Iftrongefl  meafures  fhould  be  adopted  for  detaining 
Ithe  fugitives ;  that  the  tocfin  fliould  be  rung  for  ten 
[leagues  round  ;    that  legions  of  araied   peafantry 

I  fhould  immediately  flock  in;  that  every  refifiance  on 
[the  part  of  Bouille  fhould  be  anticipated  or  fruf- 
Ltrated;  and  that  the  inhabitants  and  national  guard 
[  of  Varennes  fliould,  in  an  inftant,  refolve  to  obey 
\  the  poft-mafler  Drouet,  in  preference  to  the  king  in 

perfon.     From  fo  many  concurrent  circumftances, 

I I  have  been  led  to  conclude  that  la  Fayette  \v*as  ap* 
,  prized  of  the  king's  intemionj  and  had  previoufly 
,  concerted  all  neceflary  meafures  for  fi'u  ft  rating  it ; 

his  charaflier  is  undoubtedly  cleared  Ironi  the  im- 
putation of  a  breach  of  truft  ;  but  he  ftands  confpi- 
IcuouHy  guilty  of  the  bafeft  and  raoft  flagrant  dupli- 
city and  treachery. 

When  the  news  of  the  king's  capture  arrived,  la  Treatment 
Fayette  difpatched  a  detachment  of  national  guards  "f  ^^f^, 
to  meet  and  efcort  him»     On  the  monarch's  arrival  mily  on 
inPariKj  he  added  to  the  horrors  and  humiliations  ^^^*^^'' *^^- 
already  prepared  for  him,  by  forbidding  the  people 
to  take  off  their  hats;  and  even  inflrufting  parties 
of  the  populace  to  vociferate  infulting  exclamations  "*, 
As  a  reward  for  his  exertions,  he  was  again  en- 
trufted  with  the  cuftody  of  the  royal  family  %  and 
rendered  himfelf  worthy  of  the  trufl:  by  an  unex* 
ampled  harflinefs  and  brutaUty  of  behaviour"*;  he 
even  carried  his  vigilance  and  miftrufl:  to  fo  ridicu- 
lous an  excefs  as  to  place  guards  on  the  roof  of  the 
palace  ^, 

The  exertions  of  the  Orleans'  faftinn  at  thi^  crilis^  17111  July 
I  the  avowed  plan  of  a  few  individuals  to  form  a 
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t'q)ublican  government,  feem  to  have  communicated 
apprehenfions  to  la  Fayette  which  prior  events  had 
not  been  able  to  impart.     He  faw  with  pleafure  the 
fchifm  among  the  Jacobins  formed  by  Barnave,  and 
did  not  hefitate  to  coalefce  with  him  and  the  La- 
meths  to  difappoint  the  views  of  Orleans  and  the 
fuppofed  republicans.     The  prudence  and  eloquence 
of  Barnave  turned  the  debate  on  the  king*s  abdica- 
tion;  he  was  reftored  to  the  fame  (hare  of  liberty  he 
had  enjoyed  before  his  flight;  and  la  Fayette  from 
that  period  exerted  himfelf  to  obtain  for  the  monarch 
every  indulgence  in  his  power '. 
Petition  in      But  though  la  Fayette  had  changed   his  fenti- 
tiic  Champ  ments,  his  charafter  remained  unaltered.     He  was 
ftill  devoid  of  energy  and  forefight,  vainly  relying 
on  his  own  powers  to  take  advantage  of  circum- 
ftances,  and  incapable  of  anticipating  or  fruftrating 
the  fchemes  of  his  enemies.      The  indignation  of  the 
Jacobins  at  the  overthrow  of  their  fondeft  hopes 
occafioned  a  tumultuous  meeting  in  the  Champ  de 
Mars  to  fign  a  petition  to  the  legiflature,  which  had 
for  its  principal  objeft  the  dethronement  of  the 
king.     The  day  began  by  the  murder  of  an  invalid 
and  a  hair-dreffer,  who  were  found  under  the  fteps 
of  the  altar  of  Liberty,  where  the  petition  lay  for 
fignature.     The  municipality,  alarmed   at  the  fan- 
guinary  difpofition  difplayed  by  the  mob,  gave  orders 
to  la  Fayette  to  march  at  the  head  of  a  fufEcient 
number  of  national  guards,  and  to  exert  all  legal 
means  to  difperfe  the  populace  and  feize  the  affaflins; 
they  at  the  fame  time  proclaimed  martial  law,  and 
difplayed  the  red  flag  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville  \     Before 
thefe  meafures  were  adopted,  la  Fayette,  unwilling  to 
rifli  his  popularity,  had  fent  eleven  diflferent  meiSages 
to  the  infurgents '  to  difperfe ;  but  the  meflengers 
had  been  treated  with, contempt  and  indignity,  and 

q  Hiftorle^.    Conjuration  dcd'Orleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  139. 
»  Hiftories.    Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  4.10. 
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the  mob  perfevered  in  thpir  intention*.  When  h 
Fayette  arrived,  the  national  guard  were  infuited 
with  fhouts  of  a  has  le  drapeau  rouge !  a  has  les 
hayonettes  I  and  were  even  pelted  with  ftones  \  One 
man  levelled  a  piece  and  fired  at  la  Fayette  himfelf ; 
he  was  feii:ed;  but  the  general  imprudently,  though 
generoufly,  permitted  him  to  efcape".  The  pro-. 
clamation  direfted  by  the  law  was  then  read  by 
Bailly,  which  producing  no  effeft,  la  Fayette  ordered 
part  of  the  national  guard  to  fire  over  the  heads  of  ^ 
the  mob.  This  moderation,  inftead  of  producing 
the  intended  effeft,  inflamed  their  courage  by  an 
expeflation  of  impunity ;  they  became  piore  and 
more  outrageous,  till  at  length  la  Fayette  was  obliged, 
in  his  own  defence^  to  order  his  foldiers  to  fire 
eflfeftually.  About  twelve  were  killed,  and  fifty  or 
fixty  wpunded.  The  difcomfited  mob  ran  through 
the  ftreets,  vainly  endeavouring  to  exafperate  the 
citizens  againft  the  general;  as  they  approached, 
the  ihops  were  fhut,  no  one  gave  them  countenance 
or  encouragement,  and  they  vfttt  obliged  to  hide 
themfelves  in  their  proper  retreats,  \h6  fauxbourgs  of 
St.  Antoine  and  St.  Marceau  *. 

From  this  period,  the  overthrow  of  la  Fayette's  Decline  •( 
remaining   popularity  became   eafy.     He  had   de-  |* J.*^'" 
monflrated  his  want  of  energy  and  forefight  in  fo  puiamyr 
many  inflances,  that  he  was  no  longer  feared  by 
the   party  over  whom   he  enjoyed  a  momentary 
triumph.     Some  of  them,  whom  dread  of  profecu- 
tion  had  induced  to  retire  from  the  capital,  fpeedily 
returned,  and  refumed  their  operations  with  as  much 
audacity  as  before.     The  conflitution  was  revifed,  nth  Sept. 
and  accepted  by  the  king ;  and  la  Fayette,  on  the  t^on^!*' 
lame  day,  moved  a  general  s^mnefty,  which  ihould  siM^ 

*  Con  juration  de  crOrleans,  vol.  iii.  p.  143. 
\  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  41ft. 

^  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.  i.  p.  ^%%^    Ste  Dcbatn  of  atjd  Ju]^. 
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put  a  flop  to  all  profecutions  begun  on  account  of 
the  revolution ;   and  a  decree  to  abolifti   the  nc- 
ceffity  of  paffports,  and  to  permit  free  egrefs  and 
regrefs  as  well  to  natives  as  foreigners  ;  both  which 
•nd  pro-    were  voted  with  acclamations  ^.     The  conftitution 
cbimeii.     y^gs  proclaimed  with  ftudied  pomp,  and  every  effort 
was  ufed  to  conftrain  an  appearanci  of  public  re- 
joicing, but  in  vain.     The  cry  of  Vive  la  Fayette  was 
fometimes  heard  ;  but  the  gaiety  of  the  people  was 
v^ithout  animation,  and  their  feftivity  without  cor- 
diality *. 
La  Fay-        In  obcdicnce  to  the  new  conftitution,  la  Fayette 
f>  ni7'      refigned  the  command  of  the  national  guard.    He 
took  leave  of  them  in  a  very  prudent  letter,  remind- 
ing them  of  their  facred  duties,  and  advifiUg  them 
conftantly  to  keep  thofe  duties  in  view  as  a  guide 
Candidate  for  their  conduft  *.     Bailly  having  foon  afterwards 
for  mayor  refigned  the  ofHce  of  mayor,  la  Fayette  offered  him- 
^'         felf  as  a  candidate  to  fucceed  him  ;  but  he  was  op* 
pofed  by  Petion,  who,  aided  by  the  Jacobin  influ- 
ence, found  a  certain  triumph :  the  votes  were,  for 
Petion  6728,  for  la  Fayette  3126  \ 
Peromc*  a      At  thc  pcHod  whcu  the  Jacobins  and  Cordelieri 
FeuiUant.  ^^^j.^  ufmg  the  moft  violent  exertions  againft  the 
king,  the  Lameths  and  Barnave,  finding  themfelves 
no  longer  treated  with  their  wonted  refpeft,  but  on 
tjie  contrary  often  infulted,  refolved  to  retire  from 
the  Jacobin^  and  form  a  new  club.     This  fociety 
was  conftituted  in  every  refpeft  like  the  Jacobins; 
and  from  its  occupying  a  vacant  convent  belonging 
to  the  Bernardine  monks,  was  called  the  club  of 
Feuillans.     La  Fayette    was  an-  early  member  of 
•  this  club  J  and  he  had  the  power,  at  thc  time  of  thc 

y  Debates.     Hiftoncal  Sketch,  p.  4rc« 
»  Merc  lire  Frangois,  No.  du  14.  Septcmbre  1791. 
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inruxTe6fion  in  the  Champ  de  Mars^  to  have  given 
permanence  to  the  new  club,  by  diffolvitig  the  Ja^ 
cobins.  He  neglefted  this  meafure,  and  the  Jaco* 
bins,  by  meaiis  of  riot,  infurre£tion,  and  tumult, 
lilenced  and  difperfed  the  FeuiUans*".  It  is  pro- 
bable that  la  Fayette's  attachment  to  this  fociety 
combined  with  other  caufes  in  preventing  his  fuc- 
cefs  as  candidate  for  the  mayor^ty. 
'  After  his  failure  in  the  eleftion  he  retired  to  his  R«ir«i. 
eftate  in  the  country,  either  to  hide  his  chagrin  at 
the  lofs  of  his  popularity  and  influence,  or  to  devife 
means  and  form  a  party  by  which  he  might  be  en- 
abled to  regain  them '. 

He  was  called  from  this  retreat  on  the  approach  Obtaini* 
of  hoftilides,  when  the  king  was  induced  by  the  ^^^^^* 
aflfembly  to  beftow  on  him  the  command  of  the 
array  of  the  centre  *.      Before  he   departed  for  af th  Dec. 
Metz,  la  Fayette  attended  at  the  bar  and  made  a 
fpeech,  in  which  he  aflured  the  legiflature  of  his 
eternal  attachment,    and  of  his  determination  to 
maintain  the  conftitution.     He  was  anfwered  in  a 
high  (Irain  of  compliment  by  the  prefident,  who 
concluded  with  thefe  words : — ^^  The  French  na- 
**  tion,  who  have  fwbrn  to  conquer  and  to  live 
••  free,   will  always,  with   confidence,  prefent  to 
**  their  foes  and  to  tyrants,  the  conftitution  and  la 
**  Fayette  ^" — ^But   la  Fayette  by  his  imprudence  Hisim- 
quickly  deftroyed  any  favourable  hopes  which  might  P"»J«np«» 
have  arifen  from  this  momentary  difplay  of  refpeft. 
He  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  Feuillans,  Vho  were 
daily  becoming  more  unpopular  j  he  coalefced  with  * 
the  Lameths,  againft  whom  he  had  been  fuppofed 
to  entertain  an  irreconcilable  antipathy ;   went  fre- 
quently to  court,  avowing  a  hearty  intereft  in  the 

<  See  Expofition  abr^gee  des  Principes,  &c.  par  Arthur  Roger 
Ditlon,  p.  33.     Hiftortes.    Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  475* 

^  Life  of  Dumouriez,  vol.  ii.  p.  159.  Peltier's,  late  Pif^ure, 
Tol.  i.  p.  80. 

•  Hinories.    Life  of  Dumouriez,  ubi  fupra,  ^  Debates. 

H  H  2  caufe 


4tfS  La   FAYETTE. 

eaufe  of  the  king  whom  he  had  laboured  to  de^^ 
grade ;  and  he  conftantly  appeared  decorated  with  a 
red  riband,  although  he  had  been  one  of  the  mod 
ftrenuous  advocates  for  the  abolition  of  every  difr 
tinfHon  of  rank  ^. 
Joint  the       When  la  Fayette  joined  his  army,  he  employed 
■""r       himfelf  in  reftoring  order  and  difcipline,  and  infpir- 
«  •i79»  jjjg  ^jjg  troops  with  an  attachment  to  his  perfon, 
in  which  he  partly  fucceeded  \    Some  time  beforl 
vifiu       the  declaration  of  war,  Narbonne.the  minifter  called 
'*"•■       him  to  Paris  to  confult  on  the  fta^e  of  the  army. 
He  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  enter  into 
fome  pitiful  cabinet  intrigues,  in  which  he  was  made 
the  tool  of  Narbonne,  and  derived  neither  honour 
nor  advantage  from  his  exertions  ^     After  Nar- 
bonne had  been  difplaced,  Dumouriez,  his  fucceffor, 
formed  a  plan  of  military  operations  for  the  cam- 
paign,  in  which  la  Fayette  aflfefted   to  acquiefce, 
and  demanded  the  chief  command.     Dumouriez, 
too  wife  to  grant  this  important  ftation  to  a  man 
difiering  fo  widely  in  politics  from  himfelf,   yet  too 
prudent  to  incenfe  him  by  an  abrupt  refufal,  with- 
held the  command,  and  yet  flattered  la  Fayette 
with  hopes.     He  left  Paris  to  rejoin  the  army  with 
an  appearance  of  content,  but  concealing  a  violent 
refentment  in  his  breaft  ''. 
j^^ay.         I  ftiall  not  difcufs  la  Fayettfc's  military  operations, 
Military    which  at  this  period  were  not  of  great  importance. 
Sons?       Dumouriez  accufes  him,  and  perhaps  juftly,  of  hav- 
ing converted  Givet,  which  was  indicated  by  the 
plan  of  the  campaign  merely  for  a  temporary  camp, 
into  a  fixed  pofition;    and  further   aflerts,    that 
when  by  this  error  the  army  wa^  reduced  to  want, 

C  Life  of  Dumouries>  vol.  iiVp^  15^. 
*  Idem,  p.  490. 

^  See  Bertrand^s  Memoirs,  vo].  ii^  t*  xvu'i.       Iinpartial  tiittorj, 
?ol.  i.  p.  50*. 

^  Lift  of  Dumourkzi  vol.  ii.  p.  29T. 


fae   began  to  difplay  his  difcontent  in  complaints 
againft  the  miniftry  \  . 

The  political  conduQ:  of  la  Fayette  had  now  un-  hu  Mn 
dergone  a  total  change ;  and,  from  being  the  moft  ^^  **^* 
afiiduous   perfecutor,    he    was   become    the  moft  *  *  ^"*^ 
zealous  friend  of  the  royal  family.     In  this  he  was 
not   aftuated  by  any  fentiment  of  refpeft  towards 
the  objeft  of  his  former  malignity,  or  by  any  emo- 
tion of  regret  fbr  his  part  cruelty  and  violence  ;  he 
was  animated  merely  by  a  puerile  regard  for  a  con- 
(titution  which  he  vainly  confidered  as  of  his  own 
formation,  and  which  had  been  revifed  under  his 
immediate  aufpices   and   perfonal  proteftion :    he 
was,  to  ufe  the  phrafe  of  M.  Lally  ToUendal,  pur^- 
fuing  his  romance"".     The  king  had  too  much  judg- 
xnent,  and  a  mind  too  elevated,  to  beftow  unlimited 
confidence  on  a  man  of  la  Fayette's  defcription: 
he  could  not  communicate  with  him  amicably; 
his  (ituation  was  fo  defperate  that  he  was  forced  ta 
accept  of  fervices  which  he   did   not  command : 
but  the  king  felt  the  greateft  reluftance  to  meafures 
which  appeared  violent,  though  they  might  be  qua- 
lified by  the  appellation  of  vigorous ;  and  both  he 
and  the  queen  were  unwilling  to  owe  an  important 
fervice  to  a  man  whoni  they  had  fo  long  and  fo 
jiiftly  confidered  as  their  enemy  "*. 

In   the  political  ferment  which  was  excited  du«  Je^loufitt 
ring  th^  tyranny  of  the  Jacobin  adminiftration,  la  concern- 
Fayette  was  the  objeft  of  general  fufpicion  and  *"^  *"** 
difli^uft.     He  had  bee^  alternately  the  friend  and 
the  opponent  of  every  feftion^  and  every  clafs  of 
men  furveyed  him  with  jealoufy,  and  affigned  to 
his  ambition  a  fcope  which  was  rather  limited  by 
their  fears  than  by  his  own  talents  or  views  **.     At 
length  the  audacious  proceedings  of  the  qiiiuftry)^ 

'  Life  of  Dumoiiriei ,  p.  X99 
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their  lorulent  attacks  on  the  perfon  and  prerogatives 
of  the  king,  roufed  the  general  to  deafive  adion, 
lit  letter  and  he  made  his  attack  on  the  Jacobins.  From  the 
fembt  *^  camp  at  Maubeuge,  where  he  was  now  emrenched^ 
ilch  jttnr.  he  wrote  his  famous  letter  to  the  national  aflembly  $ 
which,  though  it  contains  many  laudable  fentiments, 
18  a  monument  of  vanity,  prefumption,  and  want 
of  judgment.  It  begins  with  a  violent  attack  on 
Dumouriez,  who  at  that  moment  had  turned  out 
three  of  his  Jacobin  colleagues,  but  whofe  caufe  was 
rather  advanced  than  injured  by  la  Fayette's  ani« 
madverfions.  The  Jacobin  club  is  attacked  with 
a  warmth  proportioned  to  the  magnitude  of  their 
crimes,  and  the  turpitude  of  their  political  condud. 
The  club  is  reprefented  as  **  a  diftinft  corporation 
^  in  the  midft  of  the  French  people,  whofe  power 
**  it  ufurps  by  fubjugating  their  reprefentatives  and 
^*  mandataries.  It  is  there,"  he  continues,  "  that,  in 
^*  public  fittings,  love  of  the  laws  is  denominated 
**  ariftocracy;  and  their  infraftion,  patriotifm:— 
^'  there  the  affaffins  of  Defilles  receive  triumphs  :— p 
^*  the  crimes  of  Jourdan  find  panegyrifts: — ^therc 
^'  alfo  the  recital  of  the  afTaflination  that  ftained  the 
*'  city  of  Metz  excited  infernal  acclamations  of 
**  joy."— Though  thefe  animadverfions  are  un-  . 
doubtedly  juft,  they  could  hardly  be  attended  with 
•  the  dcfircd  effeft,  proceeding  from  la  Fayette,  one 
of  the  original  founders  of  the  Jacobins,  and  a 
preacher  of  the  facred  duties  of  infurreftion.  Had 
his  letter  been  difpaffionately  confidered,  it  would 
have  been  conftrued  as  the  intemperate  efiufion  of 
difappointed  ambition  ;  the  rancorous  invedive  of  a 
man,  who  felt  angry  that  others  had  outftripped 
him  in  the  race  of  difloyalty.  When  he  mentions 
himfelf,  it  is  ftill  in  the  terms  of  felf-applaufe  with 
which  he  ordinarily  ^  adverted  to  his  revolutionary 
exploits  ;  and  if  his  letter  is  read  with  a  reference 
to  that  paragraph,  it  will  prove  that  his  indignation 
is  directed  rather  againil  the  perfons  than  the  prin- 
"  ciples 


ciples  of  the  Jacobin  rulers ;  and  by  t 
tiovis  manner  in  which  he  mentions  the 
of  the  people,  and  his  own  exertions  in  tl 
it  is  plain  that  he  was  again  ready  to  ha 
the  lead  of  a  faftious  populace^  and  that 
fource    of    complaint  _  w^as    their    atta^ 
other  leaders.     He  fays,  "As  for  me, 
^'  >vho  efpoufed  the  American  caufe  ?i 
*'   moment  when  its   ambaffadors   dechi 
*'  that  it  was  loft  ;  who  thenceforward  t 
^^  felf  to  a  perfevering  defence  of  liber: 
'^  fovereignty  of  the  people ;  who,  on 
'*  July  1789,  on  prefeming  to  my  co. 
**  cljiration  of  rights,  dared  tp  tell  her— • 
*'  to  befreey  it  is  fufficient  that  P^e  with  w 
'*  now,  full  of  confidence  in  the  jull 
^*  caufe,  of  contempt  for  the  cowards 
''  it,   and  of  indignation  againft  the  1 1 
''  would  fully  it ;  I  come  to  declare  tha 
**  nation,  if  fhe  is  not  the  moft  vile  in   1 
**  may,  and  ought  to  refift  the  confpir: 
**  formed  againft  her/* 
.    With  a  copy  of  this  letter  la  Fayette 
an  epiftle  to  Louis  XVI.  equally  replete 
and   encouraging  the  king,  in  terms.  1  i 
cilious  than  refpedful,  to  perfevere  ir 
his  authority. 

When  la  Fayette's  letter  was  read  i  1 
bly,  it  was  greatly  applauded  by  the  i 
by  the  tribunes  ^ ;  it  did  not  however 
cenfures  from  thofe  whofe  power  anc 
attacked,   whole  views  and   intrigues 
Vergniaud  obferved,  that  the  remonftr  ; 
neral  at  the  head  of  an  army  looked  li  ! 
to  overawe  the^  legiflature ;  and  in  k  I 
vation  might  fairly  be  deduced  from 
fions  in  the  letter.     Guadet  faid,   tl  1 

f  Bertrand^s  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  [••  33' 
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i^ould  have  ufed  the  fame  ftyle  m  writmg  to  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  when  the  liberties  of 
England  had  been  deftroyed '. 
in  the  If  thefe  arguments  were  attended  with  little  tSeGt 

J*^®**^»      in  the  national  affembly,  the  animadveriions  made 
in  the  Jacobin  club  produced  the  moft  violent  en- 
thufiafm.     All  the  popular  orators  of  that  execrable 
fociety,  particularly  Robefpierre,  Danton,  Camille 
Defmoulins,  and  Collot  d'Herbois,  uttered  violent 
philippics  againft  the  general,  and  extended  their 
rancour  to  Dumouriez,  to  the  minifters,  and  to  the 
king'. 
Effeat  of       The  effed  of  this  imprudent  letter  was  to  weaken 
la  Fay-      {[jg  ^ Qyj^j  caufe,  and  to  afford  a  pretence  for  impu- 
ceeding?"   tatious  the  moft  unjuft  and  inconfiftent  with  the  real 
chara6ter  of  the  king.     By  involving  Dumouriez, 
the  Briffotine  faftion,  and  the  whole  Jacobin  club 
in  one  common  accufation,  it  fruftrated  thofe  effefts 
which  might  have  been  derived  from  the  diffenfions 
already  prevailing  between  the  Briffotines  and  the 
incorruptibUs^  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  fuUen 
coalition  which  took  place  between  the  parties,  and 
enabled  them  to  aft  in  concert  for  the  deftruftion 
of  royalty.     The  firft  refult  of  la  Fayette's  proceed- 
ing was  the  dreadful  infurreftion  in  which  the  Ja- 
cobins tried  their  ftrength  againft  all  the  conftituted 
authorities,  and  fucceeded  in  making  the  king's  pa- 
lace a  fcene  of  tumult  and  horror  '. 
Hi8}our-         The  intelligence  of  this  infult  infpired  la  Fayette's 
P*y.*®        army  with  the  utmoft  indignation ;  it  is  even  faid 
that  they  propofed  figning  an  agreement  of  affo- 
ciation  to  refift  the  further  encroachments  of  the 
Jacobins  on  the  royal  power,  but  were  prevented  by 

\  See  the  Letter •  and  Debates  on  them.  See  al fo  Pages,  vol.  i. 
p.  462.  Impartial  Hiiloiy,  vol.  ii.p.  4.0.  Moore's  View,  vol.  ii.  p.  4S9. 

«  See  a  ihoit  Minute  of  this  Debate  in  Jordan's  Political  State  of 
Europe,  vol.  i.  p.  173. 

•  Bcniand's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  330.  Sec  alfo  Brissot,  ROBS'- 
S?FI£RR£^  PbTION. 
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colle£tion  and  intrepidity  of  Gaudet.    That  deputy, 
feeing  the  imminent  ruin  of  his  fa£tion^  and  con- 
idous  that  their  exiftence  depended  on  a  Vigorous 
exertion,  rofe,  and  with  his  accuftomed  eloquence 
(;ommenced  a  fevere  philippic  againft  the  general  for 
quitting  his  poft  without  leave,  and  fpr  attempting 
to  terrify  the  legiflature  by  prefenting  remonftrances 
from  his  army.     Gaudet  aiTerted  that  he  well  de« 
ferved  to  have  a  decree  of  accufation  pronounced 
againft  him ;   but  contented  himfelf  with  moving, 
that  it  fhould  be  inquired  of  the  minifter  of  war, 
whether  he  had  given  la  Fayette  permiffion  to  quit 
the  army  under  his  command.     In  this  criiis  la 
Fayette  difplayed  the  littlenefs  of  his  mind^  and  his 
incapacity  to  meet  a  fudden  exigency  with  propor- 
tionate refources:  inftead  of  interrupting  the  firft 
fpeaker,  and  requefting  that  the  affembly  (hould  in- 
ftantly  take  into  confideration  the  meffage  of  the 
army,  he  fat  ftill,  a  quiet,  unrefifting,  and  unrcply- 
ing  auditor  of  the  calumnies  and  inveflives  uttered 
againft  him.     Gaudet's  motion  was  negatived  by  a 
majority  of  five ;   but  the  tribunes  were  fo  com* 
pletely  gained  by  the  fpirit  of  his  attack,  and  fo 
difgulted  with  the  pufiUanimous  conduft  and  con- 
temptible appearance  of  la  Fayette,  that  every  fpeech 
6{  the  Jacobin  party  was  crowned  with  the  loudeft 
applaufes,  and  the  general  retired  from  the  hall  of 
the  affembly,  baffled  and  derided  *• 
Hit  em-         La  Fayette  was  now  thoroughly  fenfible  of  his 
"^        own  imprudence,  and  fought  to  repair  it  when  too 
late.     He  endeavoured  to  regain  by  intrigue  the 
vantage-ground  which  he  had  loft  through  want  of 
courage,  and  ran  about  Paris  in  queft  of  advice  to 
enable  him  to  retradl  the  rafli  ftep  he  had  taken,  or 
maintain  hjs  credit  in  the  capital  and  in  the  army  *. 
His  friends  forefaw  his  ruin.  .  His  enemies,  who  fo 

»  Debate?.    Hi  (lories.    Bertrand*s  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p,  331.  etfeqt 
•  l\Uier's  late  Picture,  vol.  i.  p.  131. 

lately 


barraff. 


lately  expected  to  be  cruflied  by  his  influence, .  now 

finding  their  immunity  fecured,  began  a  violent  and 

clamorous  attack  on  the  general.     They  exerted 

their  ixroxited  aftivity,  and  their  ufual  means  to  make 

hinx  odious  with  the  populace ;  he  was  ftigmatifed 

as  a  fecond  Cromwell,  and  the  mob  burned  him  in 

effigy  **.      The  tribune  of  the  Jacobin  club  thundered 

with  declamadons  againft  him "" ;  and  Dumouriez, 

who  was  known  to  be  on  ill  terms  with  la  Fayette, 

was   invited  to  join  in  a  plot  for  aiTailinating  hi$ 

rival,  ivhich  was  pointed  out  as  the  mod  effeclual 

mode  of  re-eftablifliing  his  credit  with  the  Jacobia 

club,   whdfe  favour  he  was  then  defirous  to  regain* 

IXimouriez  however  declined  the  propoi^l  **. 

*»   Invp^irtial  Hiftory,  vol.  ii.  p.  51. 

c  Among  the  mo(l  remaikable  fpeeches  m^de  on  the  occafion  is  tha^ 

^  CoUot  d*Herbois«  of  which  the  following  is  an  extradil :  *'  I  know 

•*  very  well  tliat  C»fai*  and, Cromwell,  made  ufeof  their  armies  to  en- 

•*  flave  tiieir  conntrits,  and  I  certainly  felt  no  i neon fider able  furpriie 

•*  at  finding  la  Fayette  p!it  in  compariibn  with  thofe  men,     Hts  pride 

**  mull  be   gratified  by  the  parallel,  but,  as  an  orator  in  the  national 

^'  aflenrkbly  ha%  already  obferved,   fuch  comparifons  can  never  be  Aic* 

•*  cefsfnlly  ftipported.      Virine,  however  Ample  and  unalTuming,  may 

"  acquire  celebrity  ;    but  vice   never  can,  unlefs  combined  with  a 

'*  magnitude  of  genius  which  raifes  it  to  fucb  a  height  at  to  attraft  ad- 

*'  miration    and  cieate  adonifhment.     This  was  the  chara£leriftic  of 

••  Cromwell  and  Caefar,  and  luftory  has  recorded  their  fame.     That  of 

**  la  Fayette  will  have  but  a  momeht'try  commemoration  in  the  pages  of 

•*  newS'Writers.     Little  courtiers' tricks,  <;r//-^-A«v/intrigiief,  lb  f a« 

^'  miliar  to  the  Noailles  family,  gave  him  dilHn^tion  in  the  American 

**  War^   in  preference  to  many  other  Frenchmen,  who  ferved  the  caule 

*'  better  than  himfelf  ^  and,  in  faA,  chince,  for  the  moment,  attached 

*'  a  kind  of  charm  to  the  name  of  la  Fayette.    He  has  taken  advantage 

**  of  it.   Vou  aie  aftoniflied,  gentlemen,  that  he  has  not,  in  compliance 

'**  with  the  law,  relinquiflied  it,  and  alTumed  the  appellati%'e,  Motier^ 

**  he  a6ts  prudently  t  if  he  gives  up  the  aame  of  la  Fayette,  h:;  has  nc« 

"  thing  left.'*     See  le  Defcnfcur  de  la  Conititution,  par  M.  Kobe- 

ipterrr,   p.  450. 

^  This  ftory  is  told  by  IXimouriez  (fee  his  Life,  vol.  ii.  p.  411.)  | 
but  though  the  balis  is  ftri^Uy  confonant  witlrthe  violence  and  atrocity 
of  the  Jacobin  charaflefy  Dumouriez  in  his  narrative  of  the  fad  be- 
trays To  much  confufion,  and  misdates  To  many  circumftances»  that  a 
doubt  arifes  whether  the  propofal  was  ever  made,  or  whether  the  ac- 
count of  it  is  fabricated  by  Dumouriez  to  palliate  the  infamy  of  bit 
own  condud,  and  to  divert  the  reader's  attention  from  an  examination 
into  his  turpitude  and  treachery.  Dumouriez  ftates,  that  this  pro- 
pofal  was  made  to  him  on  t^  17th  or  i8th  of  June,  at  which  time  la 
Fayette  was  at  Maulxluge,  and  that  la  Fayette  had  departed  from  Paris 
three  days  before  the  irruption  into  the  palace  on  the  sothof  June^ 
«rhea  in  fa^  be  did  not  go  to  Paris  till  eight  days  after  that  event. 

Dif- 
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RMffis  !•     Di&ppointed,  tnfulted,  and  trembling  for  his  own 
UMarmy.   fj^f^^y^  ^j^^  j^^^^  ^f  ^j^^  ^^^  worlds  fled  from  Paris 

to  refume  the  command  of  his  army ;  havings  by 
this  drfplay  of  his  temerity  and  weaWnefs,  added  to 
the  refources  as  well  as  to  the  infolence  of  his  op* 
ponents.  They  eageily  availed  themfelves  of  the 
advantage  thus  acquired,  and  the  engines  of  Jacobin 
detra£Uon  were  aifiduoufly  employed  againft  him* 
Bxertrons  Every  kind  of  rancorous  and  fcurrilous  inve&ve 
^  ^^.  was  vented  againft  him  at  the  Jacobin  club  and  in 
^acp  ins.  ^j^^  Jacobin  papers }  numerous  petitions  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  and  from  fevend  of 
the  departments,  from  the Jiderh,  and  even  from  itidi* 
viduals,  were  prefented  to  the  aifembiy,  requiring 
his  punifliment';  and  at  length  Briflbt,  Gaudet, 
'  and  the  leaders  of  the  Gironde,  brought  forward 
their  abfurd  denunciation  refpefling  the  propofai 
made  by  him  to  Luckner,  a  denunciation  which 
afforded  another  proof  of  the  mendacity  of  thofe 
demagogues,  but  which  did  not  diminim  their  po 
pularity^  or  reftore  the  affeftion  of  the  people  tq 
la  Fayette  *, 
L»  Fay.  To  increafe  his  influence^  and  acquire  the  unlt-i 
2!a  ^**"'  niited  confidence  of  his  army,  now  became  the  ge-r 
neral^s  principal  endeavour  5  and  his  fuperiority 
both  in  talents  and  manners  to  Luckner  facilitated 
his  fuccefs.  The  Jacobin  writers  have  with  equal 
prefumption  and  ignorance,  afferted,  that  la  Fayette 
betrayed  his  country,  and  permitted  the  Auftrians 
to  penetrate  the  French  territories,  thinking  with 
their  affiftance  to  crufli  the  Jacobins,  and  obtaiii 
fuch  a  conftitution  as  the  Englifli*".  This  is  obf 
^ioufly  a  calumny  ;  and  his  donduft  is  better  de- 
pifted  by  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  who  fays ;  "  La 
*^  I^ayette,  who  commanded  on  the  Sambre,  the 
*'  Meufe,  and  the  Mofelle,  met  with  no  ch^cl^,  it  is 
^  true,  but  obtained  no  fuccef^ }  the  confequencc 

'  See  Debate*.  S  See  6f  ISSOT- 

^  Louvsf  s  NariativCi  p.  9j  iq. 


•*  of  his  great  drcumfpcftion  both  as  a  general  and 

*'  a  politician  '4'*      La  Fayette  at   this   time  wa« 

coiifidered  the  only  effeftual  proteftor  of  the  royal 

family  ;    and  was  willing  to  have  ufed  any  exertion 

wliich  his  limited  genius  and  the  frigid  circumfpec- 

tion  of   his  charafter  allowed,  to  have  refcued  his 

fovereign   from   the  fate  too  obvioufly  impending 

over  him.     There  is  little  room  to  doubt  that  fome 

fuch  plan  was  in  agitation,  and  that  la  Fayette  pro- 

pofed    'with  the  affiftance  of  his  army  to  give  it 

effeO: ;    but  what  was  the  nature  of  the  plan,  or  to 

whom  it  was  confided,  remains  at  prefent  an  infcru- 

table  myftery.     I  fhall  give  the  account  of  externa! 

appearances  in  the  wordis  of  Dumouriez,  a  compe* 

tent  though  prejudiced  judge,  who  was  then  witFi 

the  army.     "  Whatever  might  be  the  aim  of  la 

*'  Fayette  and  the  fadtion   attached  t6   him,    he 

**  deemed  it  proper  to  change  his  command  for 

^*  that  of  the  army  of  the  north,  which  brought 

**  him  nearer  to  Paris,  and  to  banifh  Luckner  to 

**  the    centre,^      Thefe  generals,    like  Caefar   and 

**  .Pompey,  confidered  themfelves  the  proprietors 

*'  of  their  refpeftive  armies ;  each  believed  himfelf 

**  greatly  beloved  by  his  own  troops,  and  did  not 

"  choofe  to  relinquifli   them.     However,  the  w^ 

*    *'  then  appeared  Ukely  to  become  more  brifk  on 

"  the  frontier  towards  which  Luckner  was  lent ; 

**  for  the  Pruffians  were  affembling  in  the  province 

"  of  Luxembourg  and  the  eleftorate  of  Treves. 

"  One  part  of  the  Imperial  army  had  at  the  fame 

*'  time  crofled  through  the  Low  Countries^  under 

^*  the  command  of  general  Clairfait,  in  order  to 

'^  join  them ;   and  the  emigrants  flew  thither  ia 

*'  crowds  along  with  the  king's  brothers.     It  wa$ . 

^'  at  a  moment  like  this,  when  every  man  ought  t^ 

"  have  remained  at  his   pod  in  order  to  defend 

^^  that  part  with  which  be  had  made  himfelf  at- 

i  Aoiiill^s  Memoirs^  p.  497.  , 

**  qualnted. 
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<^  quaintedy  with  troops  alfo  accuftomed  to  the 
♦*  country,  that  the  minifter  at  war  and  the  two 
**  generals  concerted  a  mod  extraordinary  and 
*^  dangerous  movement;  this  was  no  leis  than  to 
**  tranfport  Luckner's  army  to  Metz,  and  that  of 
*•  la  Fayette  to  Valenciennes.  In  confequence  of 
•«  this,  both  the  frontiers  were  ftrippcd  during  fe- 
•*  veral  days  of  their  proteftion,  the  two  armies 
**  were  fatigued  by  a  march  of  eighty  leagues  in 
**  the  month  of  July,  and  this  was  alfo  fo  far  rc- 
••  markable,  as  it  produced  a  re-union  during  two 
*•  days  of  all  the  troops  and  both  the  generals^  s^ 
*•  an  internal  pofition,  towards  Capelle,  within 
**  forty  leagues  of  Paris.  If  it  were  the  plan  of 
*^  this  fa&ion  to  march  to  Paris,  it  is  at  lead  certain 
•*  that  Luckner  had  not  been  apprized  of,  and  did 
*•  not  confent  to  it.  But  there  was  no  manner 
♦*  of  occafion  either  for  him  or  his  army,  as  on  the 
**  receipt  of  an  order  from  the  king  to  margh  toward 
•*  Sedan,  he  would  inftantly  have  obeyed,  and  the 
**  twenty  thoufand  men  under  la  Fayette  would 
••  have  been  fufficient  to  have  cfFefted  a  revolution 
*«  in  Paris  V* 
sdi  Aii0^.  Stimulated  by  revenge  or  apprehenfion,  the  Ja- 
^ains  ^^^^"s  *^  length  made  their  laft  grand  effort  to  de- 
him.  ftroy  la  Fayette.  Jean  de  Brie  produced  the  report 
on  the  general's  conduft,  and  concluded  by  moving 
for  a  decree  of  accufation  againft  him.  He  was 
fupported  by  Briffot,  who  reinforced  thi  arguments 
adduced  with  all  the  inve^ve  which  his  talent  for 
faUehood,  and  his  inveterate  rancour  could  fupply. 
La  Fayette  was  defended  by  M..  Vaublanc  and 
other  members.  The  decree  of  accufation  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majority  '•  The  galleries^  dc-" 
l^kig  the  whole  debate,  had  fliewn  the  moft  decided 

k  Life  «f  Dumooiiez^  to],  iit.  p.  iS.  Peitier^s  late  ViRute  of 
Piris,  vol.  ii.  p.  I75. 

1  Four  hundred  and  fix  againft  two  hundred  ai^d  twenty* four* 
i^  Debates.    Hiftories.    Moon's  JoMTnt),  voK  i.  p.  si. 
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ptLrdality  to  the  accufers  of  la  Fayette.  Wh6n  liis 
defenders  were  retiring  from  the  hall,  they  were 
furrounded  by  parties  of  the  rabble,  who  infulted, 
hooted,  hiffed,  and  even  peUed  them  with  dirt  and 
rubbifli;  M.  Vaublanc  narrowly  efcaped  affaffina- 
tion".  ^ 

This   acquittal  of    the    principal   fupporter   ofConfe.   ' 
royalty  communicated  to  the  j3fcobins  a  dread  left  2u*»c"  ^^ 
the  caufe  itfelf  ftould  finally  triumph.     They  found  quiitaU 
their  influence    in    the  affembly  infufEcient,    and 
therefore  determined  to  place  their  chief  reliance  on 
the   mob.     The  queftion  of  the  king's  dechcance 
was  therefore  poftponed,  and  the  revolt  of  the  tenth 
of  Auguft  organifed. 

By  a  Angular  accident,  la  Fayette  was  apprifed  of  informed, 
the  events  of  that  fatal  day,  before  any  account  of  ^^„'***  j^, 
it  reached  the  army.     He  had  fent  M.  d' Arblais,  prifon-'™' 
an  officer  of  diffindion  in  the  army,  with  fome  dif-  ™*"** 
patches  to  the  war  minifter.     On  the  morning  of 
the  eleventh,  when  M.  d* Arblais  had  arrived  within 
a  poft  of  Paris,  he  was  met  by  a  grenadier  of  the 
national  guard,  who  informed  him  of  the  events  of 
the  preceding  day.     After  furmounting  fome  op- 
pofition  from  the  municipal  officers  of  the  place, 
M.  d'Arblais  returned  to  Sedan,  and  imparted  to 
his  general  the  intelligence  he  had  received  ■. 

Had  la  Fayette  poflefTed  the  genius  requifite  for  ComJua. 
the  part  he  fancied  himfelf  capable  of  performing, 
that  of  leader  of  e  revolution,  he  would^inftantly.  ^ 
have  availed  himfelf  of  his  information,  and  by  means 
of  his  popularity  might  have  induced  his  army  to 
adopt  fuch  a  line  of  conduft  as  would  effeftually 
have  detached  them  from  the  interefts  and  influence 
of  the  Jacobins,  and  founded  an  aftive  oppofing 
power.    He  made  no  attempt  of  the  Jdnd;    but 

■»  Fenners  Review,  p.  %\%.    Moore^t  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  23.    Ac- 
count of  tbe  Revolt  and  Maifacre,  p.  i  \^ 
*  MoQiVs  Journa!,  vol.  i>  p.  333. 

after 
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titer  the  aflembly  had  deftroyed  the  conftitudon^ 
he  affefted  to  bind  his  army  by  oaths  to  maintain 
It.  Inftead  of  impelling  them  to  fome  aaive*  refo- 
lutions  againft  the  traitors  in  the  capital,  he  con- 
tented himiclf  with  a  neutral  adherence  to  a  conftitu- 
rion  which  contempt  no  lefs  than  violence  had  already 
devoted  to  deftrudlion.  Dumouriez,  who  anxioufly 
watched  the  motions  of  la  Fayette,  immediately  re- 
jefted  this  oath,  and  denounced  his  rival  for  pro- 
pofing  it }  he  befieged  the  committee  of  twenty-one 
with  complaints  and  petitions,  and  finally  fuccecded 
in  obtaining  the  command  of  la  Fayette's  army  ^ 
fopnlv  In  the  confufion,  and  amidft  the  horrors  of  the 
•vuagcs.  ^gjjf^  Qf  Auguft,  and  the  fucceeding  days,  la  Fayette 
.  had  not  been  overlooked  or  forgotten.  All  buft$ 
and  piftures  of  him  were  afliduoully  fought  out  and 
deftroyed  ^  A  celebrated  artift,  named  Duvivier, 
employed  at  the  French  mint,  had  been  engaged  to 
engrave  a  medal  with  an  infcription  in  honour  of 
the  Wafliington  of  France.  Seeing,  from  the  afpect 
of  affairs,  that  his  work  was  not  likely  to  add  either 
to  his  wealth  or  reputation,  he  offered  up  the  un- 
finifhed  performance  on  the  altar  of  the  common 
council,  who  unanimoufly  decreed  that  it  Ihould  be 
broke  to  pieces  by  the  common  executioner''. 
Commif.  La  Fayette  was,  at  this  period,  at  Sedan,  to  which 
fioncrs  ar-  placc  three  commifTioners  were  difpatched  to  en- 
lighten the  army ;  and,  as  fon)e  fuppofed,  to  arreft 
the  general '.  He  had,  however,  anticipated  their 
defign,  and  ufed  his  influence  with  the  municipality 
fo  efFeftually,  that  the  commiflioners  were  arrefted 
immediately  on  their  arrival.  The  news  of  this 
event,  together  with  la  Fayette's  addrefs  to  the  mu- 
nicipality and  to  his  troops,  excited  the  mpfl;  lively 


veAed  at 


•  Loo  vet's  Narrative  p.  iS.  , 

P  Impartial  Hiftory,  vol.ii.  p.  115. 

^  Peltier's  late  Figure,  vol.  ii.  p,  110. 

'  Hiitories.    Mc^re'sjaurnal,  vol.  i.  p.  75. 


indignii- 


lutiosis.  He  was  d€»ou9i:ed'in  the  affoniblj,  ind  a 
decree  of  accuiktipii  ^d  degradat&od  prDCured 
iigainft  him.  Ne»y  ;cominiffi9ii€^&  ksre  difpardbed 
with  -powers  more  dxt^fuee,  akid  with  orders  to 
avoid  coining  within  the  iieach  of  his  influence. 
The  Areets  of  P^s  echoed  vsith  clamours  and  s^ 
proaches  againft  hxm,  sl  pric^  was  fet  on  his  headi 
and  all  citizms  charged  to  affift  in  appcehending,  and 
authorifed  to  deftroy  him  \ 

The  arreftatidn  of  the  comn^ffioners  wastheiaft  l-aFay- 
aft  of  authority  performed  by  la  Fayette ;  and  in  f"  u*nt  ' 
this,^  as  in  every  othor  inflance,  he  betrayed  his  in*  conduft. 
confideratenefs  and  want  of  judgment.  He  had  not 
fecured  the  adherence  of  his  army,  nor  taken  any 
Itep  to  obtain  the  aid  or  infure  the  forbearance  of  the 
enemy  in  cafe  of  refiftance  from  his  own  troops,  or 
of  oppofiition  from  any  other  body  of  forces  to  the 
plan  he  might  have  conceived.  He  fooi^ experienced 
that  little  reliance  could  be  placed  on  his  foldiers  ; 
for,  although  a  great  part  of  them  pr6£efled  an  ad* 
herence  to  his  views,  ieveral  battalions  revolted, 
and  declared  for  the  national  aiTembly  \'  Defertions 
were  very  frequent,  and  the  deferters  who  repaired 
to  Paris  were  fo  honourably  received  as  to  afford 
encouragement  to  others  to  follow  tbdr  example  \' 
After  the  impfifotiment  of  the  conuniflioners,  lia 
Fayette  pafled  five  days  with  his  army,  irrefolute, 
incapable  of  aftion,  and  .confcious  that  the  reins  of 
power  were  flipping  from  his  feeble  grafp.  The 
army  began  fo  teftny  diflatisfaftion  at  the  arreft  of 
the  deputies ;  the  patriotic  club  of  Sedan  excited 
fome  riots  round  the  place  of  their  detention.  A 
rumour  prevailed  that  Dumouriez  was  at  Valen-^ 
dennes,  concerting  hoftile  raeafures  with  the  new 
commiilioners.    The  difcontent  of  the  troops  daily 

'  Debatet.    Hiftories^    Moprt^i  Journal,  vol.  i.  p.  t«t« 
<  FennelU  Review,  p.  455.  *  Ser  Pcbatct. 
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incteafed;  uid  diey  even  proceecfed  fo  far  as  to 
deride  the  efforts  of  Alexander  Lameth  to  induce 
them  to  take  the  oath  which  la  Fayette  had  direded. 
f  oth  Aug.  Convinced,  at  lengthy  of  the  impoffibility  of  effed- 
^"l^^»      ing  any  undertakmg  either  honourable  or  advan- 
tageous to  himfelf,   la  Fayette  terminated  his  in- 
glorious career  by  a  clandeftine  flight,  leaving  the 
municipality  of  Sedan,  and  all  thole  who  had  been 
mifled  by  his  reprefentations,   to  fuftain  the  ven- 
geance or  the  triumphant  party,  without  premoni- 
tion of  his  defigns,   or  the  pofSbility  of  excufing 
their  own  conduct.    He  was  attended  in  his  flight 
by  twenty-three  oflicers  and  their  fervants.     They 
took  theu"  route  through  the  woods  of  Bouillon, 
and,  favoured  by  the  darknefs,  efcaped  unperceived. 
aid  ctp-    A  little  beyond  Rochefort  they  were  defcrifed  by  a 
^'"**         picquet-ffuard  of  Limbourg  volunteers.    A  detach- 
ment of  horfe  was  immediately  ordered  to  fecure 
them.    They  furrendered  without  refiftance,   and 
were  made  prifoners  by  the  king  of  Pruflia  \ 
xftate  eon-      The  Jacolmis  confidered  the  ^flight  of  la  Fayette  a 
fifcated.     jjjqIj  propitious  event,  as  it  relieved  them  from  all 
the  terrors  his  prefence  occafioned,  and  confirmed 
their  afcendancy  over  the  whole  army.     The  aflem' 
bly  confifcated  his  efl:ate  ^.    It  was  pretended,  how- 
ever,   that  he  had  fecured  thirty-feven  thoufand 
Louis-d'orj  which  were  taken  from  him  at  the  time 
of  his  capture ;  but  there  appears  no  authority  or 
foundation  for  this  report  *. 

'  Pe1tier*8  Ute  Pifluret  roU  ii.  p.  175 >  et  feq.  Hiftories.  I  e\c(k 
the  memoirs  of  la  Fayette  at  this  period,  be^anfe  a  difcuffion  of  tlie 
particulars  of  his  captivity  and  releafe  is  not  confiftent  with  the  prin- 
^pal  obfe^t  of  this  work.  Thofcfwho  may  be  inclined  topurfuethe 
fubje^  are  >  referred  to  the  difcuHloQ  of -hifr  protift  by  Peltier  (Late 
^i^lure,  vol.  ii.  p.'iHS);  to  the  admirable  f^ieeches  of  Burke  and 
Windham  in  tlie  Parliamentary  Debates  $  and  to  a  pamphlet,  intitled 
*J  An  £iray4>n  theCaufes  and  Vieiilitudes  of  the  French  Revolution, 
*  including  a  vindication  of  general  la  Fayette^a  charaAer.*'  Printed 
for  Debretty  1797, 

7  Debates.     Peltier's  |ate  Figure,  Vol.  ii.  p.  199. 
^     z  Mercure  Fran^oi^,  No.  da  ao  O^lobre  1792. 

During 


Dunng  the  tyranny  of  Robefpierre,.  all  the  re-  Pate©fhi» 
latives  of  la  Fayette  who  remained  in  France  were  *^*™**y» 
imprifoned,  and  moft  of  them  executed.    His  wife 
was  by  fome  accident  not  included  in  any  of  the 
lifts  of  profcription;    Ihe  furvived  the  tyrant,   ob- 
tained her  liberty,  and  rejoined  her  hufband  \ 

The  municipality  of  Sedan,  whom  la  Fayette  had  and  of  the 
abandoned  without  affording  them  the  means  of  ne-  3uy  of 
gotiating  for  their  own  fafety  or  repairing  their  fault,  Sedan. 
liberated  the  commiffioners  with  the  moft  humble  pro- 
teftations  and  fubmiffive  apologies.    Kerfalnt,  one  of 
the  commiffioners,   interceded  for  them,   and  ob- 
tained from  the  affembly  a  promife  of  pardon ;  but 
in  the  time  of  Robefpierre  they  were  imprifoned 
and  guillotined  enmajfe  \ 

*  Mifs  Williams*8  Letters  in  17941  tqI.  11.  p.  94. 
^Debates.    Mil's  Williamrs  Letten  in  1794.,  vol.  Hi.  p.  75. 


11  i 


G  O  B  E  T. 


Birth  and 


r^  OBET,  who  late  in  life  made  himfelf  famous  by 
^^  his  apoftafy,  was  born  of  plebeian  parents  at 
pro  e  ion.  p^p^j^Q-yj^  i^  j|^g  dominions  of  the  prince  bifiiop  of 
Bafil.    That  prelate  had  fhewn  great  kindnefs  to 
Gobet  and  all  his  fiaimily;  and  moft  probably  by 
bis  afliftance  Gobet  was  advanced  to  the  bifliopric 
of  Lydda.     He  was  alfo  the  biihop's  fuffragan  for 
thofe  parts  of  his  diocefe  which  lay  within  the  French 
territories ''. 
1719.         Gobet  was  returned  a  member  of  the  conftituent 
of  conillL    5iff€°^Wy  for  a  canton  of  AUace^  was  one  of  the  lefi 
tuent  af.    Jide^  and  a  conftant  attendant  at  the  Jacobin  club, 
feinbiy.      Hg  difplaycd  his  ingratitude  by  a  perfidious  attempt 
to  deprive  his  benefa£tor  of  his  dominions,  and  re- 
duce him  to  a  penfion  of  twelve  thoufand  livres 
(525/.)  a-year.    This  was  to  have  been  performed 
by  means  of  an  infurre£lion,  which  he  had  inftigated 
his  relations  to  promote  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power, 
but  the  projeft  failed  **. 
s4tii  Mar.      His  interefl:  with  the  Jacobins,  and  his  difregard 
iiwic        ^^  every  fcruple  which  oppofed  his  progrefs  to  pre- 
bifliop  of    ferment,  occafioned  his  nomination  to  be  conftitu- 
Pari*.        tional,  or  intruding  bifhop  of  Paris.     Immediately 
on  his  appointment,  he  went  to  his  patrons,   the 
JacobinSi  to  profefs  his  devotion  to  their  commands, 

•  Lettre*  d*un  Frar^ois  fur  les  M6yen%  qui  ont  oper6  la  ReTolii- 
tion,  &c.  p.  51.  Gob«t*s  Speech  to  the  Conventioii|  ytb  Not.  1793* 
l>aiTuel*s  Hiltory  of  the  Clergy,  Part  !•  p.  Si, 

*  Lcctre  d*un  Fian^ois^  &c.  p.  51. 

and 


and  cordial  participation  in  all  thar  views.    Some  *j*Apt* 

time  afterwards  he  repeated  the  fam^  fentiments  to 

the  afletnbly,  and  received,  as  ufual,  the  compliments 

of  the    left  fide*    A  wag  on  the  rigbi  Jide  moved^ 

that  his  fpeech,  together  with  the  anfwer  of  the 

preiident,  Rewbelly  fhould  be  printed  and  feat  to 

the   departments'".     Gobet  was  little  diftinguifhed 

in  the  aflembly ;  his  eloquence  made  no  impreifion, 

and  fevr  of  his  efibrts  are  recorded ;  the  moft  re* 

markable  was  a  canting  fpeech  which  he  made  on 

the  public  felicity,  and  the  univerfal  joy  o^  the  pro» 

mulgation  of  the  conftitution.    He  praifed  the  afleip^  »»d  Sept* 

bly  for  having  cohitantly  difplayed  the  firmed  con* 

fidepce  in  Crod,  and  invited  the  faithful  ampngft 

them  to  a  religious  ceremony  to  be  performed  the 

next  Sunday,  when  the  mafs  was  to  be  followed  by 

a  fermon  analogous  to  the  occafion,  and  the  whole 

terminated  by  a  grand  Te  DeumK    Twenty^four 

members  were  appointed  to  attend  at  the  cathedral* 

During  the  fittings  of  the  legiflative  aflembly  he  •s^'  J«n* 
was  not  noticed ;  he  was  appointed  by  the  conven-  noSn'ced.** 
tion  commiifary  to  the  executive  power  at  Porentrui, 
his  native  place,    but  was,    for  fome  caufe,   ile* 
nounced  to  the  convention  by  the  popular  fociety 
eftabliihed  there  ^.      On  his  return  to  Paris^  he  Renounces 
formed  a  connexion  with  the  Cordeliers,  and,  by  ^^^]^' 
the  perfuafion  of  Clootz,  Hebert,  and  Chaumette''^ 
aided   by  a  bribe  of  eighty-five    thoufand    livr«s 
(3718/.  15  J.)  firom  the  committee  of  public  fafety  *. 
was  induced  to  make  a  formal  and  public  renunda^ 
tion  of  his  religion.     This  execrable  apoftafy,  which 
youth  and  ambition  could  not  have  excufed,  was 
referved  for  him  at  the  age  of  fixty-feven;  a  period 
when  habit,  if  not  reafon,  might  have  been  fup 

,   «  Debates.    See  Mcrcure  Fran^oiS}  No.  du  7  ^lai  X79I9  p«  15* 
^Debates.  %  Idem.  ^ 

^  Confpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  11 8. 
<  Etat  de  U  France,  p.  4^. 

J I  3  pofed     . 


\ 


7tiiN«Tt  pofed  to  confer  ftabiliey;  and  when  hope  and  fear, 
'''^'  fo  far  as  thev  relate  to  temporal  advantage,  might 
be  confiderea  as  mortified  or  fufpended.  He  went 
to  the  bar  of  the  convention,  and  made  a  ridiculous 
fpeech,  in  which  he  averred  that  there  ought  to  be 
no  other  woHhip  but  that  of  liberty  and  equality, 
and  renounced  his  fimftions  as  minifter  of  the 
catholic  church.  This  profane  and  indecorous 
ceremcmy  (for  he  came  attended  by  his  redor  and 
the  municipality  of  Paris)  was  permitted,  and  ap- 
plauded by  the  national  convention.  Gobet  re« 
ceived  the  fraternal  embrace  from  the  prefident^) 
the  wife  of  Anacharfis  Clootz  propofed  that  a  ftatue 
fliould  be  decreed  to  the  firft  prieu  who  had  abjured 
chriftianity,  and  that  the  prefent  aera  fhould  be  de- 
nominated the  reign  of  Nature  ^  The  applaufe 
beflowed  on  this  profanation  produced  many  fimilar 
fcenes ;  the  cl^gy  from  all  quarters  of  the  republic 
made  fimilar  proteftations,  and  a  general  plunder  of 
the  effe^s  of  the  church  was  fandioned  \ 
!}!« rt*  But  though  intereft  of  ambition  had  fwayed  Go- 

pentaocc.   ^^ct  to  aft  in  this  difgraceful  manner,  confcience  re- 
proached and  deprived  him  of  all  internal  confo- 
lation.     Under  the  influence  of  remorfe  and  terror, 
he  applied   to  the  abbe   Barruel  for  advice  and 
aitiftahce,  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  return  to  the 
bofom  of  the  church.    Every  thing  was  arranged; 
the  pope  had  liftened  with  kindnefs  to  his  pro- 
feffions  of  penitence  and  promifes  of  future  fidelity, 
Gobet  had  written  his  retradation  of  errors  in  fix  let- 
ters, addreiflfed  to  different  individuals  and  bodies  cor* 
porate.   He  was  anxious  to  quit  France  that  he  might 
efcape  the  fury  of  the  Jacobins;  but  his  defign  be-^ 
Afrefted     frame  known  to  Robefpierre.     Five  months  after  his 
cmed***    ?ibjuration  of  religion,  Gobet  was  arretted,  tried  on 
9ih  April,  a  Charge  of  counter-revolutionary  crimes,  and  cxe* 
1796* 

^  Deb.ites.  '  Tableau  des  Prifoss  fous  Rpbf  fpi^rr^, 

^  f»  ConfpiracyofRobefpierre,  g.  isS* 

futfd, 


cuted.  His  uate  of  ihind  was  truly  deplorabk( 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  religion,  yet  he  had  re- 
nounced all  his  fhare  in  its  confolatory  promifes ;  on 
the  eve  of  returning  to  the  faith  he  had  abandoned, 
but  cut  off  ere  he  could  put  his  defign  in  execution* 
!EIis  deportment  was  marked  with  the  horrors  which 
agitated  his  foul,  and  betrayed  the  pangs  of  anxiety, 
remorfe,  and  defpair  "• 

»  Memoires  pour  fervir  a  rHidoire  dn  Jacobinifmei  parBamiil, 
vol.  ii,  p.  453.  n.  Confpiracy  of  Robcfpierr^^  p.  ii9«  Miff  WU* 
liaios's  tetters  in  1794^  vol,  ii.  p.  36. 
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JACQUES  RENE  HEBERT. 


i^iiaMtk-- 


Hitoricfi.  rrsBsiiT  was  one  of  thofe  wretdies  whom  Hit 
nai  fituA.  Xl  reyolution  raifed  from  obfcurity  and  indigence, 
and  placed  on  an  eminence  to  which  neither  virtue 
or  talents  enabled  them  to  afpire.  He  was  a  barber 
in  a  ftnall  village*,  came  to  Paris  in  quality  of 
candle-fnufier  to  a  theatre,  and  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  receipt  of  entrance-money  at  one 
of  the  doors*';  but  being  difcharged  for  di(ho- 
nefty,  he  had  recourfe  to  a  lefs  unprincipled  mode 
of  robbery,  that  of  picking  pockets  \ 

The  revolution  however  foon  opened  a  road  to 

celebrity  and  fortune,  from  which  he  even  was  not 

excluded.     What  were  his  firft  occupations  I  have 

not  been   able  to  difcover,  but  he  foon  became 

known  as  a  difciple  of  Marat,  and  as  a  promoter  of 

.thofe  tneafures  which  were  afterwards  called  ultra- 

ftd  Sept.     revolutionary.     The  firft  exploit  in  which  he  made 

'79*'        any  confpicuous  figure  was  as  judge  of  the  mock 

u  Force.  *  tribunal  at  the  prifon  of  la  Force^  where  he  direfted, 

amongft  many  other  inurders,  that  of  the  princefle 

de  Lamballe  % 

His  paper.      He  became  editor  of  a  journal  called  Le  Pere  Du- 

cbefney  which  totally  eclipfed  the  efforts  of  Prud'- 

homme  in  folfity  and  rancour,  and  almoft  rivalled 

the  friend  of  the  peoflf  himfelf  i?}  blafphemy,  viru- 

«  Confpiracv  of  Robefpterre,  p.  124.. 

P  Mifs  Wiliiainft*s  Letters  in  i/g^y  vol.  iii.  p.  68.  n. 
-    $  Tableau  ilea  Prifona  (bus  Robefpierre. 

'  Peltiei^s  laicPiQure>  vpl.ii,  p,  375.    poniuratloa  de  d*Orle^n$, 
voJ.  lii,  p.  107. 

f   ^  {ence^ 


lence,  and  obfcenity*.    The  fervid  region  of  the 
Jacobins   being  too  temperate  for  his  nirious  zeal,  " 
he  became  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Cordeliers, 
who  were  compofed  of  the  moft  combuftible  mem*' 
bers  of  the  former  club.    His  fcrvices  lyere  fpeedily    . 
acknowledged  and  rewarded  by  his  party ;  he  was 
employed  by  them  to  hunt  down  whomfoever  they 
diiliked,  pardcularly  the  BrifTotine  faction ;  and  to 
give  more  e£fe£i:  to  his  calumnies,  his  journal  was 
circulated  with  the  greateft  profufion,  it  was  left  at 
the  poft^houfes  and  inns,  and  even  thruft  into  the 
doors  of  the  cottages  that  the  poor  might  not  efcape 
its  influence'.     He  was  permitted  to -draw  large 
funis  from  the  public  treafury,  private  confifcations 
and  bribes  were  added  to  gratify  his  rapacity,  and 
by  the  influence  of  his  party  he  was  created  deputy 
procureur-general  of   the    commune ".      Soon  after  »5th  oa. 
the  meeting  of  the  convention,  the  infolence  of  the 
cotnmune  excited  the  indignation  of  the  Gironde : 
Kei-faint  attacked  them  with  great  acrimony  \  and 
Hebert,  who  attended  as  their  folicitor,  made  a  very 
bold  and  petulant  reply,  which  did  him  great  credit 
with  the  Mountain  *.     His  infolence  aroie  to  fuch  a  March 
height,  that  he  prefented  at  the  bar  a  petition  which  '^93- 
required  the  heads  of  all  the  generals,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  executive  council  ^.    He  was  after-  a»<i  M»y. 
wards  arrefted  by  tlie  committee  of  twelve ;  but  his 
fafUon  made  his  releafe  a  public  caufe,  and  the  im-  30th  May, 
petuous  mob  obtained  it  by  force  from  the  terrified 
convention  *• 

*  For  a  chara^lcr  of  his  journal,  fee  LooYet^s  Narrativei  p.  %^ 
Appel  a  llitopartiale  Pofterite,  voi.  ii.  p.  34.  Playfair*s  Hiftory  at 
Jacobinifm,  p.  584.. 

*  Confpiracy  of  Robefpterre,  p.  90. 

tt  See  Confpiracy  of  Robelpierrey  p.  w%.  Some  Perlbiii  bave 
afTertcd  that  he  was  member  of  the  convention,  but  thia  is  a  miftake* 
bee  New  Annual  Regif^er  for  17931  p*  in*  Playtair*t  Hiftory  of 
Jacobinifm,  p.  561. 

«  Debates.    Kobefpierre  a  fes  Commettans*  Tol.  i.  p,  %i^ 

y  Debates.     Pages,  vol.  li.  p.  S4.a, 

*  Lou  vet's  Narrative,  p.  51.  Confpiracy  of  Robefpiem,  p«  \%^ 
Garat  fays,  and  juftly,  that  it  was  a  great  folly  to  fend  Ueberc  to  jail^ 
vhlle  Marat  remained  in  the  convention,    Mcmoirti,  p«  144^ 
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Profeeute*  As  dq>uty  procurer  J  he  was  em^Joyied  in  die 
tli«  queen,  profecution  of  the  anfortunate  queen  * ;  and  in  re- 
ducing the  allegations  againft  her^  he  had  the  un- 
blufliing  brutality  to  make  that  charge,  at  which 
human  nature  revolts,  at  which  every  mother  and 
every  fon  feels  the  blood  chill  with  horror;  that 
charge,  which  neither  Jacobin  or  Cordelier  befides 
himfelf  would  avow,  and.  which  excited  the  indigo 
nation  even  of  Robefpierre  **.  While  the  Briflb- 
tines  retained  any  power  or  credit  with  the  public^ 
Hebert,  at  the  head  of  the  Cordeliers,  was  encou- 
raged to  attack  them,  and  he  vainly  fuppofed  that 
his  activity  in  the  ftorm  was  the  chief  caufe  of  it^ 
and  that  he  was  qualified  to  direA  as  well  as  profit 
by  it.  This  error  was  confirmed  by  the  increafing 
influence  of  his  party,  foroe  of  whom,  jealous  of 
Robefpierre,  were  defirous  of  raifing  a  fadion  which 
fhould  keep  him  in  check ;  but  their  conduft  in- 
fured  their  downfal  on  the  firft  chaise  of  popular 
Manners'  Opinion.  They  afpired  to  the  reputation  of  fingu- 
of  the  larity}  they  baniflied  from  converfation  the  cut 
Cordeliers.  ^Qmary  compliment  of  fir  and  madam ;  from  ad* 
drefs,  the  ceremony  of  a  bow  j.  from  external  ap- 
pearance, cleanlinefs  and  decency ;  from  manners, 
urbanity ;  from  the  conjugal  tie,  permanence  ;. 
from  the  living,  religion;  and  from  the  dying, 
hope  :  they  obliterated  every  veQjige  of  old  cuiloms, 
by  a  new  calendar ;  they  eftablifhed  the  law  of  di» 
vorces,  took  away  all  fandimony  from  the  foirms  of 
marriage,  baptifm,  and  burial,  and  proclaimed  the 
dodtrine  that  death  is  an  eternal  Jleep.  The  imme- 
diate e$ed;  of  thefe  innovations  on  the  appearanoe^^ 

>  See  her  trial  and  his  evidence,  Jordan's  Political  State  of  £«- 
sope,  YoK.3P.  p.  i6s.    Proems  des  Bourbons>  voi.  iii. 

b  See  Mifs  Williams's  Letters  in  i794>  vol.  i.  p.  154,  155.  vol*  n,^ 
p.  1 3.  It  is  aflferted  that  he  bad  intended,  inftead  of  the  miferaUe  hear* 
lay  which  he  offered  as  evidence,  to  have  produced  the  oshappy  dauphii^ 
in  a  ftate  of  iptoxication,  and  to  have  extorted  from  bim  (uch  anfwers 
as  would  have  ferved  by  artful  equivocations  to  fu^bftantiate  the  crime 
his  more  than  diabolical  mi^ice  had  fu^^geft^d^  ]PM0ff^*4  i^ittoi^  of 
Jaco.bijiifm,  p«  5^. 
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converfation,  and  morals"  t)f  the  people,  was  con^ 

fpicuous.      The  drefs  of  the  deputies  of  the  nation 

fitting  in  convention  was  fit  for  the  porters  on  the 

quays;    a  greafy  red  cap,  with  a  dirty  tri-coloured 

cockade,    dirty  linen,  a  coarfe  dirty  jacket,  daggers 

and  piftols  in  abundance  at  the  girdte,  and  a  large 

pair  of  pantaloons  of  coarfe  blue  cloth :  their  con- 

verfation  was  made  up  of  oaths,  execrations,  ob- 

fcenities,  and  blafphemies,  and  their  morals  were 

worthy  of  their  appearance  and  dialed  *".     Ttie  con- 

fummation  of  their  atrocities  was  the  formal  aboli* 

tion  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  and  the  revival  of  pa. 

ganilm^    by  the  worfliip  of  liberty,  equality,  and 

reafon.     A  feaft  in  honour  of  the  latter  attribute  lothNor. 

was  givep  at  Paris  ;  the  goddefs  was  reprefented  by  ^*^*  ®^ 

madame  Momoro  **,  who  honoured  every  individual      ^  ' 

of-  the  convention  with  an  embrace.     This  profane 

ceremony  was  the  invention  of  Hebert  *.    The  f i* 

decant  cathedral  of  Paris  was  decorated  for  the  oc« 

cafion  with  a  temple  of  philofophy  ereded  on  a 

mount,  adorned  with  the  bufts  of  philofophers,  and 

illuminated  with  a  flambeau,  denominated  the  torch  of 

truths     Befides  the  convention,  all  the  conftituted 

authorities  aififted  at  this  ridiculous  ceremony,  and 

paid  their  vows  and  ^dorationst 

^  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1794,  p.  351*  35s*    RoIand^s  Appeal, 
▼ol.  i.  p.  115. 

^  Madamb  Momoro  was  married  to  the  preHdent  of  one  of  the 
feAions  of  Paris.     She  was  a  great  coarfe  woman,  awkward  in  her  * 

carnage,  with  a  boilUroiis  vpice»  and  bad  teeth.  After  aAinfi^  her 
part  in, this  barlefqu'-  ceremony,  Aie  was  implicated  in  the  confpiracy 
of  the  Cordeliers,  of  which  club  her  huiband  was  a  confpicuout 
member,  arretted  and  fent  to  the  prifon  called  Port  LUre,  She  bore  the 
railleries  of  her  fellow  prifoners  with  a  goo<{  grace,  and  entertained,  for 
fome  time,  hopes  that  an  infune^ion  of  the  people  would  ptx>cure  the 
liberation  of  her  hu(band  and  herfeif ;  but  thefe  hopes  were  frui^rated* 
Soon  after  the  execution  of  her  hofband  (he  was  transferred  to  the 
Oficiergin'e,  from  the  Cwcitrgerit  to  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  and  from 
\\\t  tribunal  to  the  guillotine,  where  ihe  was  executed  the  ijtl^  of 
jyiarch  1794.. 

f  Flaj^fair*!  Hiftory  of  Jacobinifmi  p.  $%$. 

Hebert 


Htbtrt         Hebert  afpirmg,  after  the  death  of  Marat,  to  hold 
J^i^     the  place  in  the  public  opinion  which  his  pattern 
•mi  Dm.   bad  occupied,  began  like  him  to  attack  the  idok  of 
iM»         the  day;    but  he  experienced  a  fiital  diffisrence. 
The  court  and  Feuillans,  whom  Marat  had  a£. 
failed,   were  by  birth,  education,  and  habits  ren^ 
dered  incapable  of  maintaining  an  equal  conteft 
with  him ;  but  when  his  imitator  began,  from  re- 
fentment  at  not  being  appointed  minifter,  to  fet 
L0  Pere  Ducbefne  on  the  enriched  patriots  S  their 
fufceptibility  to  fuch  attacks  produced  his  downfiaJ. 
He  commenced  hoftilities  by  a  virulent  inveSire 
l^ainft  Lacroix,  by  fome  indired  (farokes  at  Dan« 
ton  **,  and  by  denouncing  Barrere  at  the  Jacobin 
club  ^    Robefpierre,  who  had  refolved  the  deftruc* 
tion  of  the  Cordeliers,  as  well  as  of  Danton  and 
feveral  other  of  his  colleagues,  obferved  with  fiitif- 
fa^on,  that  their  divilion  would  render  them  the 
inftruments  of  mutual  deftruftion.    He  determined 
to  get  rid  of  Hebert  and  his  aflbdates  firft,  as  the 
molt  daring,  atrocious,  and  dangerous.    To  pre* 
pare  the  public  mind  for  their  deftrudion,  Camilie 
Defmoulins,  in  a.  vein  of  wit  which  charaderifed 
his  writings,  expofed  thofe  deities  of  the  day  to 
fcorn,  and  afterwards  to  hatred,  by  implicating  them 
in  counter-revolutionary  charges,  and  dating  that 
he  Fere  Ducbefne  conftituted  the  delight  of  Co^ 
blentz,  and  the  only  hope  of  Pitt  *". 
Attempts       Hebert,  alarmed  for  his  fafety,  took  advants^e 
rtakmr    ^^  Robefpierre's  illnefs,  and  endeavoured  by  means 
of  the  Cordeliers  to  excite  the  people  againft  the 
Jacobins,  but  in  vain.     The  feftlon  of  Marat  alone 
declared  itfelf  in  a  ftate  of  infurreftion,  but  the  reft 
of  the  city  did  not  follow  the  example.     Hebert, 


%  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  175.     '       ^  Ibid. 

i  Mil's  Williams's  Letters  in  i794.>  vol.  iii.  p.  65. 

k  Idcm>  vol.  \u  p.  15,    CoQfjpir^c/  of  KoUlfiervey  p*  \%i* 
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»om  the  mmine  or  tne  uordeliers,  declared  that 
tyranny  exifted,  and  caufed  a  veil  of  blaefc  crape  to 
be  thrown  over  the  rights  of  man'.     Thcfe  mea-  isth  Mw« 
fures  only  precipitated  his  ririn :  he  was  arretted,  V^^Lj 
together  with  Ronfin,  Vincent,   and'  feveral  affo- 
ciates,  and  condufted  to  the  Ctmciergerie^  tied  hand 
and  foot.     The  joy  of  the  prifoners  was  extreme ; 
they  confidered  themfelves  fecure  from  another  fc*- 
cond  of  September,  a  fear  which  had  haunted  them 
during  their  confinement,    while  thefe  fanguinary 
ruffians  governed  the  public  mind.     In  prifon,  He- 
bert  bewailed  his  fate  in  the  accents  of  effeminate 
defpgndency  "•      Previous   to  his  trial,  he  endea- 
voured to  avert  the  impending  ftorm,  by  declaring, 
in  his  journal,  that  he  was  not  prefent  at  the  Cor- 
deliers when  the  refolution  paffed  to  throw  a  crape 
over  the  rights  of  man  ;  and  that  he  meant  not  to 
glance  at  Robefpierre  when  he  attacked  the  en- 
riched  deputies".     His  affertions  were  calculated 
to  ruin  others,  but  not  to  fave  himfelf.     When 
Ronfm,  his  fellow-prifoiier,  faw  the  publication,  he 
obferved  that  it  was  all  idle  prate ;  and  that  his  only 
chance  of  defence  was  to  have  produced  parallel 
paffages   from  the    papers  of  Marat*.      He  was*iftMar,. 
brought  before  the  revolutionary  tribunal,  together  ^"^^'^ 
with  feventeen  others,  charged  with  a  confpiracy, 
of  the  exiftence  of  which  there  was  not  a  (hadow  of 
proof;  but  that  did  not  prevent  the  jury  from  find* 
ing  all  the  parties  guilty,  except  one  Laboureau. 
Hebert,  petrified  with  terror,  did  not  fs^y  a  word 
in  his  defence.     On  returning  to  the  prifon,  he 
gave  way  to  fear  and  defpairj  he  repeatedly  fainted, 
and  was  at  times  delirious ;  he  expreffed  a  wi(h  to 
die,  yet  h^d  not  that  gloomy  courage,  the  offspring 

1  New  Affinal  Regifter  for  1794,  p.  351.     Mifa  W^liamtV  Let- 

terit  111  1794^  ^oK  iL  p>  1^. 
"  Mil's  Williams'*  Lcut/^fs  in  179^^1  voL  fi*  p*  t8* 
«  New  Annual  Hegirter  for  1794^  p.  ^;i. 
•  Xabltau  des  Priibns  fous  Robcf^itirt* 
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of  defperatlon  bordering  on  infanity,  which  leads  M 
•ltd  CM.     the  CQmmiflion  of  fuicide.    He  went  to  the  guil* 
*"*^*       lotine  with  the  genuine  and  heartfelt  joy  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Paris  ^,  who  hoped  to  gain  by  his  death 
a  refpite  from  the  fanguinary,  immoral,  and  difguft- 
ing  fcenes  he  was  known  to  have  excited  and  ap- 
plauded.   After  his  death,  the  Parifians  ventured 
to  wafli  their  faces  and  wear  clean  linen ;  and  the 
club  of  Cordeliers,  after  a  vain  attempt  to  conciliate 
the  Jacobins,  funk  into  inlignihcance  '• 
Accoant        Hebert  was  married ;  his  wife  was  unknown  du- 
^ifu        ^^  ^  ^^9  ^^  afterwards  only  remarkable  by  the 
rapidity  with  which  her  fate  followed  his ;  by  her 
being,  like  him,  condemned  for  an  imaginary  con- 
fpiracy;  and  by  her  intimacy,  during  her  confine- 
ment at  the  Condergerie^  witn  madame  Defmoulins, 
widow  of  the  man  who  caufed  the  fall  of  her  huf- 
band,'  which  was  fo  fpeedily  fucceeded  by  his  own. 
Madame  Defmoulins  and  ihe,  feated  on  one  flone  in 
that  dreary  prifon,  frequently  deplored  their  mutual 
lofs,  offered  their  affeftions,  civilities,  and  confola- 
loth  Apr.  tions.     They  went  to  trial  and  to  the  fcaffold  toge- 
'^^*'       ther,  converfed  on  the  way  with  great  cordiality, 
and  took  their  leave  of  each  other  with  an  affec- 
tionate embrace  *• 

q  CoDfpirtcyof  Robefpierrt,  p.  itS.  PUyrair*s  Hiftory  of  Jacou- 
hinifni,  p.  5S5.  New  Annual  Regifter  for  1794.1  p.  354..  Tableau 
des  Prifons  ibus  Robefpierre. 

'  Mifs  WiiUanis*8  Letters  in  17949  p.  at.  Playfair*s  Hiftory, 
p.  62a.. 

•  Tableau  des  Prifon^  foui  Robefpierrc*  Mifs  Williams'i  Letters 
in  i794»^ol.ii.  p.  35. 
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[EN RIOT  was  the  ofFsprmg  of  parents  who  were  Origin, 
poor,  but  maintained  an  irreproachable  cha- 
rafter,  refid^ng  in  Paris.  In  his  youth  he  was  foot- 
man to  a  counfellor  of  parliament,  named  Fer- 
motit,  who,  pleafed  with  his  behaviour,  obtainied  , 
for  him  the  place  of  commis  des  barrieresy  the  emo- 
luments of  which  were  fmall,  but  fufficient  for  his 
fupport ;  and  in  which  he  continued  till  towards  the 
end  g£  the  year  lySq,  Robefpierre  at  that  period 
became  acquainted  with  him  in  the  fauxbourg  Saint 
Marceau,  and  he  remained  attached  to  his  interefts 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life  K 

He  made  no  confpicuous  figure  in  the  early  pe-  *d  Sept. 
riods  of  the  revolution,  but  rofe  by  degrees  to  be  ^miln 
commandant  of  his  feftion.     In  this  capacity  he  dif-  the  mar* 
tinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  cruelty  to  the  priefts  con-  ^^^'*' 
fined  in  the  convent  of  St.  Firmin  :  he  announced 
to  them,  in  the  mod  unqualified  terms,  that  they 
Ihould  all  be  exterminated ;   and,  on  the  fatal  day 
of  their  itiaffacre,  exerted  himfelf  with  great  aftivity 
in  their  condemnation  and  execution ". 

At  the  period  of  infurreftion,  when  the  c^nteft  31ft  May 
between  the  Mountain  and  the  Girondifts  came  to  j^^]; 
an  ifiue,  he  was,  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  his  party,  command* 
raifed  to  the  command  of  the  national  guard ;  and  ^^^^/ ^^J 
Jtic  executed  his  commiffion  of  overawing  the  con-  gu^. 

t  Cofifpiracy  of  Robefpierre,  p.  76.    Pag^Sy  ToT.  ii.  p.  117* 
«  KaiTuel's  Xiiftory  oi  the  Clergy,  Part  III.  p.  11^.    Confpiracy  of 
l^obefpieiie,  \f.  76.    Pages,  &c«  &c« 

vention. 


HENRI  OT. 

He  was  identified  at  the  revoludonary  tribunal,  and 

^       executed  the  fame  day,  with  Robefpierre  and  the 

tittd.  reft. of  his  aflbciatos.     He  went  to  the  fcaffold  whh 

no  other  drefs  than  his  under  waiftcoat,  all  over 

filth  from  the  common  fewer  where  he  had  !am^ 

;     and  blood  from  hi^  own  wounds.    The  people  t^- 

tified  their  joy  in  his  fate  by  loud  acclanuitions  z 

many  of  them  tauntingly  told  him,  he  looked  then 

juft  as  he  did  when  he  came  from  the  prifon  of  t^aint 

.  firmin,  after  the  maflfacre  of  the  priefts..    As  he 

was  going    to  afcend  the  fcaffold,    a  by-flander 

fnatchtd  out  the  eve  which  had  been  difplaced  from 

its  fodkct.    He  fuffered  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  \ 

^  J^  The  pnrticultniof  thefe  tranl^ftSdiw  vt  ctAlt^tdfpom  the  Con-* 

vol,  iii;  p.  169.  173.     Pggcs,  \*ol,  ii.  f .  £19.      Nej?  Ahnuftl  Regifter 
^'  X794»  P-  a7S  to  38J.    Debates,  See. 


JEND  OF  THE  FIRST  VoLUME. 


J 


flf 


^ 


s 

1 


>.^;x'^l;^;...  ^>-v^:-:,-■■ 


w 


li 


/ 


/ 


) 


v/ 


r 


